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. .WPIX, television station now un-* 
der construction by the N. Y. Daily 
News, is’ planning to syndicate 
many of its original shows to other 
stations throughout the country. 
Byndication, according to F. M. 
Fiynn, News’ prez and general 
manager, will be run much the 
game as a newspaper operation, 
with the. News either producing 
shows directly on film or filming 
its televised shows off the face of 
a receiving tube. 


Programs, Flynn said, are then 
to be offered on an equitable basis 
to other stations in the same way 
the News now syndicates many of 
its special columns and features to 
other newspapers. In return, the 
News hopes to buy shows produced 
by other stations. With no network 
affiliation yet in sight for WPIX, 
Fiynn said, that should offer one 
medified form of obtaining and 
selling network shows. Syndica- 
tion of programs will be another 

ethod through which the News 

pés to incorporate many of its 
hewspaper features into its video 
operation. 


Flynn declared that WPIX would 
be open to the right offer of affili- 


N. Y. outlet. Until such an offer is 
forthcoming, however, the station 
will strive to operate profitably on 
a local basis. He scouted rumors 
Of a possible tiein between WPIX 
and WGN-TV, owned and operated 
by the Chicago Tribune, pointing 
out that WGN ip one of the major 
Stockholders in the Mutual web. 
Flynn also expressed doubts about 
the formation of any newspaper- 
Owned network, declaring it was 
hardly likely that any newspaper- 
Owned AM station affiliated with 
one of the four major webs would 
bypass the chance of affiliating 
videowise with the same web. 

No budgetary limits have been 
set for WPIX during its first years 

(Continued on page 58) 


PRES. TRUMAN TO TOSS 
OUT IST BALL ON VIDEO 


4 Washington, March 30. 
DuMont’s airing of the 1948 
baseball opener April 19 between 
the N. Y. Yankees and Washington 
tors from Washington will 





zener has been televised, first 
time the President has been 
Scanned throwing out the first ball 
and the first time any out-of-town 
Same has been aired in N. Y. 


, Game, which precedes the regu- 
ar leagues’ opening the following 
day, will be picked up by WTTG, 
peMont’s D.C. outlet, and piped 
74 N. Y. over the coaxial cable. 
tll be bankrolled in N. Y. by 
filantine’s, as an added feature 
th the brewery’s sponsorship of 
ne Yanks 77 home games. All 
ee N. Y. broadcasters plan to 
ck up out-of-town games during 
© regular season, when the 





Cable is available. 


Command Performance 


For Borge in Denmark 


Boston, March 30. 
Victor Borge, currently at the 
Copley Plaza here, sails April 23 
for his native Denmark, for a com- 
mand performance before King 
Frederick. 


He’s being. sought for dates in| 


England on his way back to the 
U. S. 


B way Legiters To 
Be Televised In 
Equity 126 Show 


Sponsored televising of Broad- 
way legit hits—-with the original 
casts where possible—has been 
proposed to Equity and accepted by 
the actors union and its chorus 
affiliate, under whose auspices it 
would be sponsored. At any rate, 
legit players almost exclusively 
-would be used. 


A one-hour program budgeted at 
$12,000 for each weekly telecast is 
the plan, originated by Music Corp. 
of America, and the show’s run 
would extend over a period of at 
least 39 consecutive weeks. MCA 

(Continued on page 63)- 








Failure of New Names 
To Come Along Key To 
Slide in Instrument Biz 


Instrument dealers are echoing 
something that dance promoters 
pointed out quite a while ago. The 
instrument business has been 
sliding steadily for months, and 
the retailers think that the failure 
of the danceband field to come up 
with new outstanding instrumental- 
ists since the war may have a lot 
to do with this condition. 

As the bandbuyers observed be- 
fore them, the instrument people 
say that the inspiration to emulate 
instrumental idols isn’t what it 
used to be, because the galaxy of 
name specialists has been pretty 
well frozen for the past seven or 
eight years and no big talent has 
come up to join them. The dealers 
say that the idolizing element has 
more to do with sales than any- 
thing else. Kids want to learn to 
play when they see someone in 
the lower-age brackets get himself 
a rep with a band or start his own 
combo. 

About all the youngsters have to 
idolize nowadays, the dealers feel, 
are jazz virtuosi who made their 
mark before the war, such as 
Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey, Gene 
Krupa, Benny _Goodman, Artie 
Shaw and Harry James. 


CAN'T LAUGH OFF 





200,000,000; 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


The upsurge of interest in tele- 
vision, with the attendant claims 
of: the video-minded that it’s des- 
tined for eventual top billing in 
the whole realm of show business, 
has had the effect of dividing the 


Hollywood Circles Globe to Use 
Frozen F unds in Film Production 


+ Hollywood, March 30. 





Terrif Season Seen 


Next Year in Cafes 


A “terrific season next fall” is 
forecast by the bistro bonifaces 
who foresee a lush period compara- 
ble to wartime spending — but 





radio industry into two camps. 
On the one hand it’s contended | 


without war. 
Indications point to renewed pro- 


that all of radio will be integrated | duction in war goods, uniforms, 


into the sight-and-sound pattern | @Viation, etc., as part of the peace- 
and will wholly supplant the pres-| time conscription program. By the 


ent method of standard broadcast- 
ing. The other camp is equally 
adamant in its conviction that, no 
matter how vast its scope, video 
will only become a supplementary 
medium. 

The more realistic broadcasters, 
although alerted to the swift) 
changing currents and patterns} 
which they recognize are bound to} 
have an effect on the radio — 
try, nevertheless take the view* 
“How are you going to laugh off 
40,000,000 radio families and net- 
work billings aggregating $200,- 


000,000 a year?” As far as they’re |. 


concerned radio’s here to stay— 
and that’s looking ahead 10 to 15 
years; which is the time variance 
set by top tele leaders for multi- 
million circulation of TV receivers 
with its attendant coast-to-coast 
video networks and SRO bankroll- 
ing of tele programming. 

At the moment, what’s intriguing 
both the radio and tele branches of 
the entertainment industry is the 
effect the ever-increasing tele up- 
surge will have on radio program- 
ming in the immediate future. 

That things are beginning to hap- 
pen is already apparent. It’s mani- 
fested in multiple activities around 
the talent agencies where, in some 
cases, equal emphasis is being 4i- 
rected at video packages. It’s re- 
vealed in the advertising agencies 

(Continued on page 63) 


Reverend Hears Old Call 
As (One-Shot) ‘Dr. I. Q.’ 


Mineral Wells, Tex., March 30. 

Rev. James McClain, rector of 
the Episcopal Church at Eastland, 
will revert to his former status as 
“Dr. 3s 2”. he coast-to-coast 
show for one evening here for a 
Red Cross benefit. 

Rector McClain quit his Dr. I. Q. 
post about a year ago to become 
an Episcopal missionary after six 
years as the mental banker. More 
than $1,200 in cash and merchan- 
dise prizes have been pledged by 
local merchants for the program. 














Tops of the Tops 


Retail Disk Seller 
““Manana” 

Retail Sheet Music Seller 
“Now Is The Hour” 
“Most Requested” Disk 
“‘Manana” 

Seller on Coin Machines 
“Now Is The Hour” 
British Best Seller 








“Tree in a Meadow” 





same token, all of show biz is 
figured to benefit accordingly. 


| 


Gotta Teach Em 
How to Sell Disks 
All Over Again 


Now that pop disk sales have got- 
ten around to slipping, along with 
music sales, platter company execs 


are theorizing as to the reason for 
the slide in factory orders. Many 
are convinced that an ironical twist 
based on the wartime seller’s mar- 
ket has much to do with it; that 
retail store clerks, accustomed for 
so long to a sales demand beyond 
(Continued on page 58) 


Award to ‘Streetcar’ 
By N.Y. Drama Critics 
Seen Strong Possibility 


“A Streetear Named = Desire” 
is the strongest possibility for the 
N. Y. Drama Critics award as the 
best new American play of the 
1947-48 Broadway season. The 
Critics Circle huddles today (31) 
to select the best play. “Streetcar,” 
which registered the first dramatic 
hit of 1947-48, would give Ten- 
nessee Williams his second Critic’s 
Award, author having scored also 
with “The Glass Menagerie.” “Mr. 
Roberts” (Alvin) a more recent 
dramatic click, looks like the 
runnerup, acording to current sen- 
timent of the critics, though it’s 
still rated a chance to cop. “Com- 
mand Decision” (Fulton) is re- 
garded as third choice. 

A majority of the reviewers on 
the nine dailies reportedly favor | 
“Streetcar” but the Circle outfit | 
has 25 members, and those not, 
rated as firststringers may upset 
the dope. Winner is expected to be 
decided on one ballot but another 
may be required in case of a tie. 

Best drama of foreign origin will 
probably be “The Respectful Pros- 
titute,” a short play that originated 
in a downtown little theatre (New 
Stages) and is now at the Cort. 
One critic has signified he will vote 
for “The Old Lady Says No,” a 
flop played recently by the Dublin 








British tax settlement may have 
paved the way for an onslaught of 
U. S. film production in England, 
but that’s not the only country in 
which American producers will be 
working during the next year. List 
of foreign locales, resembling a 


Rand-MecNally, includes among 
others Sweden, Canada, Italy, 
Mexico, France, Germany and 


Switzerland. j 

Chief factor leading to the large- 
scale trek from Hollywood, of 
course, is much the same as that 
engendered by the British situa- 
tion—a method of putting to profit- 
able use the blocked funds stored 
up in other countries. In addition, 
industry officials believe that full- 
blown production in countries 
which still permit full remittances 
will tend to head off the imposi+ 
tion of any currency freeze. 

Another important factor is the 
sky-high production costs on the 
|Coast. Availability of natural, au- 
thentic sets in foreign locales is 
sometimes less expensive than try- 
ing to reproduce those sets at the 
studio, especially if it means put- 
ting frozen money to use in the 
foreign countries. Also figuring in 
the situation’ is the lower cost of 
labor abroad. 

Leading the junkets abroad is 
David O. Selznick, who’s exporting 
Dorothy McGuire and a large cast 
from Hollywood to make a filmiza- 
tion of Ibsen’s “Doll’s House” in 
Sweden. With U. S. distribution 
funds tied up in Sweden, Selznick 
is supplying cash, but will use a 
Swedish producer and director on 
the film, Since “Doll’s House” is 
set in that country, DOS will also 
be able to take advantage of au- 
thentic sets. Shooting is tentatively 
scheduled to tee off in May. 

Also trekking overseas is Colum- 
bia, which has contracted to turn 
out eight musical films in Italy 
during the next year, First of 
these, Gregor Rabinovitch’s “La 
Traviata,” opened Monday (29) 
night at the Golden, N. Y. Indie 
producer Edward Small has also 
lensed “Cagliostro” in Italy, with 
director Gregory Ratoff supervis- 
(Continued on page 8) | 


YANK FILM BIZ UP IN 
EUROPE WHILE REDS’ OFF 


Washington, March 30. 
The little people of Europe, as 
far east as satellite countries be- 
hind the Iron Curtain, have found 
a new way to express their prefer- 
a for America over the Soviet 
nion. 


They are saying it at the box- 
offices of film houses in a dozen or 
more nations. According to word 
reaching the State Department, 
business of American pictures in 
Europe has been tremendous in re- 
cent weeks. Correspondingly there 
has been a_ boxoffice drop at 














theatres showing Russian pix. 


The situation has been reported 
in France, Italy, Germany, Poland, 





Gate Players. 


Czechoslovakia and other nations. 
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RADIO SPLIT ON VIDEO FUTURE | 


NY. News’ Tele Station to Syndicate 
* Its Shows Via Newspaper Technique 
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Bway Vandftimers 


Talk Droppmg 





Stage Shows to K.0. ASCAP Demands 





Possibility of some Broadway? 
houses now using live talent drop- 
ing that practice was talked up 
ast week after reps of those show- 
cases labelled ASCAP’s demand for 
a 525° hike in seat taxes “the last 
straw.” Committee fronting for the 
five Times Sq. vaudfilmers and 
other houses huddled with ASCAP 
emissaries during the week but hit 
what appeared to be inflexible de- 
mands for the new rates. There'll 
be more meetings within the near 
future, it’s said, when ASCAP 
names the time and place. 

Meanwhile, reps of the Broadway 
houses came away from the hud- 
dies thoroughly ired. Aroused 
initially by a boost which would 
hike the rate from its present 20c 
per ‘seat annually to $1.25, they 
burned all the more over what they 
termed was a highly discriminatory 
and unsympathetic attitude by 
ASCAP negotiators. They were 
particularly fired over a remark re- 
portedly made by Richard Murray, 
ass’t general manager for ASCAP 
to the effect: “I don’t care whether 
state shows continue or not.” 

With the showeases employing 
live talent already paying a seat 
tax for music in sound tracks, the- 
atre ops expressed willingness to 
double that charge by paying the 
identical rate for music in shows. 
A boost of 525% was definitely be- 
yond consideration, one spokes- 
man declared. And since costs for 
other appurtenances of live shows 
have climbed sharply, it was said, 
insistence by ASCAP might force 
the dropping of all stage shows. 

I.copold Friedman, veepee and 
secretary of Loew's, acted as 
spokesman for Warners, Loew’s, 
RKO, Paramount, Roxy and Radio 
City Music Hall. 


21%, State Dept. Cat 
Looms in Overseas Info 
Unless Senate Sez Nix 


Washington, March 30. : 
A 21% across-the-board slash in 





Sir Tenpercent 
London, March 25. 

Viscount Dangan, son of 
Lord Cowley, ex-West End 
actor, and himself former actor 
and stage director for H. M. 
Tennent, Ltd., has made appli- 
cation to the London County 
Council for a license to be- 
come an agent. 

This will make him first 
bluebleod tenpercenter in 
show biz. 


Ziomsts’ Picketmg Of 
British Films Spreads 
To Two B’way Theatres. 


Campaign against British pix by 
Zionist sympathizers gathered mo- 
mentum this week with two Broad- 
way houses, Rialto and Winter Gar- 
den, being hit by picket lines. 
Without warning, a group of young 
people flashed some home-made 
signs Monday afternoon (29) and 
began marching before the Riaito 
currently showing “The Smug- 
glers,” an Eagle Lion-J. Arthur 
Rank production. Later, the group 
moved up to the Winter Garden 
where another Rank pic, ‘Man of 

(Continued on page 58) 


JAN. BOXOFFICES OFF 














Washington. March 30. 

The nation’s boxoffices entered 
1948 considerably weaker than 
they crashed into 1947. 

Figures announced yesterday 
(29) by the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue disclose that the 20% ad- 
missions tax brought Uncle Sam 
$25,410,738 on the basis of January 
business. About 80% of this is 
estimated to come from picture 
theatres, with the remainder from 
all other types of amusement. The 
corresponding figure for January, 





the State Department’s overseas 
information program looms, un- 
less the Senate restores the $6,378,- 
000 which the House knocked out 
of this portion of the State Depart- 
ment’s budget. The cut would bite 
into both the picture and radio 
programs for the fiscal year com- 
menacing July 1. 
Testimony to this effect has been 
iven in executive session to the 
mate Appropriations Commiitee, 
which is now deciding whether to 
change the House’s recommenda- 
tions for the State Department. 
State Department asked $34,- 
378,000 overall for its “Voice of 
America” activities. It got $23,- 
000,000 from the House of which 
$25,500,000 is for program ex- 
penses. The Department admits 
this is a slick increase over what 
it has had to spend during the 
current, fiscal year, but claims it’s 
not enough to do the best job in 
the current international situation. 


Cronyn’s London-H’ wood 
To Bway Multi-Activities 

Hume Cronyn, who sailed for 
Britain Saturday (27) aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth, has been work- 
ing for the past three weeks on a 
screen treatment of Alfred Hitch- 
cock’s forthcoming Ingrid Berg- 
man starrer, “Under Capricorn.” 
Actor-writer estimated five weeks 
more work remains to be done on 
the adaptation before the script is 
completed. He expects to return to 
tie U. S. sometime in May, then 
goes directly to the Coast. 

Cronyn’s next picture thesping 
core has not yet been set, but he 
cisclosed that late this summer 
h2’s due to stage a Broadway dra- 
matic version of Ludwig Bemel- 
mans’ novel, “Now I Lay Me Down 
to Sleep.” Play is being adapted 
by Elaine Ryan and Peter Foster 
is producing. Rehearsals are tenta- 
tively scheduled to start the third 
week in August. 


RECALL COL. JOE GOETZ 

Washington, March 30. 
Lieut. Col. Joseph F. Goetz, 
former associated with RKO Thea- 
tres in various midwest cities and 
New York, has been recalled to 
active duty by the U. S. Army Air 
Force for assignment to headquar- 








1947, was $28,823,690, or, roughly, 
$3,400,000 more. That means $17,- 
000,000 more in admissions were 
taken in during that month. 

In addition, the January, 1948, 
nightclub taxes netted the Revenue 
Bureau $4,122,000. A year earlier, 
that figure was $5,227,000, or near- 
ly 25% higher. 

_In the 3rd District of New York, 
which includes all of Manhattan 
above 23rd st., the admissions tax 
earned on January's biz was $4,- 
677,493, not far behind the $4,794,- 
272 for the same month a year 
earlier. However, nightclubbing 
was badly off. The tax for January, 
1947, biz was a nice $642,415, but 
was only $383,569 on past January’s 
tabs. Even the tax on charges sold 
by ticket brokers fell off, being 
about $7,000 behind the previous 
year’s figures. 


LB. Mayer’s NY. Huddle 
With Schenck April 15 


Metro production chief Louis B. 
Mayer is due in New York from 
the Coast about April 15 for hud- 
dles with M-G prexy Nicholas M. 
Schenck and other homeoffice of- 
ficials. Schenck, who’s been in 
Florida since Christmas, is ex- 
pected back at the homeoffice 
about the same time. : 

Trip will mark the first visit of 
Mayer to N. Y. since last Novem- 
ber. At that time, he came to the 
homeoffice after testifying in the 
Hollywood Red probe before the 
House un-American Activities 
Committee in Washington. 


NORMA SHEARER’S PLAY? 
Hollywood, March 30. 
Norma Shearer may make her 
Broadway bow in the fall in a 
dramatization of Lazslo Aladar’s 
“The Honest Founder.” 
Ernst Lubitsch directed a film 
version, titled “Trouble in Para- 
dise,” with Miriam Hopkins, Kay 
Francis and Herbert Marshall, for 
Paramount in 1932. 











Rosenwald Fund Ends 
Chicago, March 30. 


The Julius Rosenwald Fund, 
which has granted scholarships to 
many outstanding artists, musi- 





ters here. 
‘He'll supervise the U.S.A.A.F.’s 
motion picture theatre operations. 


cians, and writers since its creation 
30 years ago, will end June 30. 


Fund has spent over $22,000,000. 


OVER A YEAR AGO. 





302nd: WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” | 

€l Capiten Theatre, Hollywood, Col. 
“BILL AND COO” 

A SPECIAL ACADEMY AWARD WINNER 


Pix, Radio, Thos 
‘Reject Forrestal's. 















Wednesday, March 31, 1948 


Pircuinc Horsesnorgs 
<< Hy Hilly Rose 


The only queen I ever met died om March 9. Her name was 
De Mett Robinson. . 

I first met Josie back im 1934 when I was lining up a cast for “J umbo.” 
The Hecht-MacArthur script called for some oldtime circus stars and 
Nagafy the Fire-eater suggested I look up Josie De Mott, the bareback 
rider. “She’s past seventy,” said the diavoloe, “but don’t let that thro 
you. She can still do more tricks om a horse than I can on a sidewalk.” 


I dropped Josie a note, and she showed up a few days later at the 
Hippodrome—a gray-haired kewpie doll about five feet tall. “Can you 
still ride?” I asked her. ‘ 

Josie smiled a sweet-old-lady smile. “Try me,” she said. 

We went down to the basement where the horses were sta 
she selected a dappled percheron. Rehearsals stopped in the arena as 
the old girl went into her audition. I looked and blinked. The three- 
score-and-tenner wis performing with the same limp, kittenish speed 
that had been hers as a girl. I got the feeling she was doing more than 
ride the horse—she seemed to inhale the darned thing through the 
soles of her feet, to become a human-shaped piece of it. 

When Josie dismounted, the performers and roustabouts lined up to 
pay their respects. They addressed her the way I imagine the Duke of 
Cumberland addresses the Dowager Queen, and I got the feeling that 
if I didn’t engage Josie, the cast would throw me into my own tiger cage 

I began to realize what Josie meant to circus folk when Dick Maney, 
my press agent, brought me the “Jumbo” program copy to okay. This 
flinty Broadway broadsider had devoted as much space to the has-been 
as he had to Durante and Whiteman, and he had writen about her with 
a degree of feeling and respect I never knew was in his typewriter. 

Josie De Mott was born a sawdust princess, and no Bourbon or Haps- 
burg had a better background. Her ancestors were doing horseback 
highjinks when the center box was réserved for Napoleon I. 

Josie made her debut at three in her father’s horse-drawn caravan. 









bled, and 





Censorship Plan 
Washington, Mareh 30. | 
Peacetime censorship is dead— | 
at least for the time being. Pix 
and radio reps joined other media 


yesterday (29) in unanimously re- | 


jecting Defense Secretary James | 
Forrestal’s plam for imposition of | 


immediate controls. 
The 21i-man Security Advisory 
Council, named by Forrestal to | 
study the plan, used strong lan- 
guage to drive their opposition 
home. Their resolution declared: 
“We do not believe any type of 
censorship in peacetime is work- 
able or desirable in the public in- 
terest. If any exists, we would 
not be sympathetic with an intent 
on the part of the military estab- 
lishment to propose peacetime 
censorship.” 
Walter Ament, 
veepee and general manager, and 
National Assn. of Broadcasters’ 
Prexy Justin Miller were members 
of a seven-man subcommittee 
whose recommendations were 
adopted by the all-media council. 


their findings. 

The. media reps said they recog- 
nized the need for “restraint” in 
handling security information but 
concluded the “wise solution of 
this problem is the responsibility 
of the national military establish- 
ment.” They recommended that 
at least one rep from each media 
be named to a security advisory 
council to consult with Forrestal 
on handling of security matters. 

Two will be named from the 
radio industry, one representing 
the NAB and other the four major 
networks. News heads of the webs 
will get together to name the Jat- 


ter. Miller is expected to 
NAB. — 


Hitchcock Clarif 
His 1-a-Year With WB 
But It’s Not Exclusive 


Statement by Warner Bros. that 

it had signed Alfred Hitchcock to 
a “long-term” producer-director 
contract sent Hitehcock and Sidney 
Bernstein, his partner in Transat- 
lantic Pictures, indie unit, into a 
dither. WB press handout was is- 
sued Saturday ( or Monday (29) 
release, but be it- made the 
papers Hitchcock had sent out a 
denial. 
Hitchcock statement was made 
from the Queen Elizabeth at sea. 
He left New York Saturday for 
(Continued on page 58) 


GRETA GYNT’S YANK PIC 

Greta Gynt, British actress, 
heads for the Coast this week on 
the lookout for a one-pic stint with 
an American film company. Her 
contract with J. Arthur Rank ex- 
pires shortly and she wants to get 
in work on one Yank film before 
returning to England. Understood 
that Rank is ready to renew once 
she treks homeward, but has no 











Warners-Pathe | 


Forrestal has said he will abide by | with their whips as they pranced by. 


According to the yellowed clips on my desk, the audience at first 
thought the tot was a mechanical doll. By the time she had galloped 
into her teens, she was a headliner with Barnum and Bailey. Swedes 
toasted her in glogg, and Mexicans in tequila. She was as well known 
in Paris as she was in Paterson. 

In 1890 Josie fell in love with Charles Robinson, part owner of the 
Robinson Brothers’ Circus. Every one thought it was a fine match— 
the impresario and the star. But it didn't turn out that way. The im- 
presario got interested in politics and became a gillie. A gillie is a 
person who thinks there is something in the world more important than 
the circus. For fifteen years Josie did her best to be a gillie too, but 
she never quite made it. 

One day she got stuck on a cream-colored horse pulling a milk wagon, 
bought it, and went back into traming. Robinson divorced her. Ne 
bedy had ever come back to bareback riding after a fifteen-year layoff, 
but Bailey, who owned 90 per cent of the Barnum circus, gave her a 
contract. 

A month before the circus was to open at the old Garden, Josie missed 
a somersault and broke two ribs: The doctors taped her up, and the 
morning after opening night she was again the biggest five feet in Cir- 
cusdom. 

This was the saga of the sawdust sweetie who performed for me at 
the Hippodrome and went along with the troupe to Fort Worth when 
'I presented “Jumbo” at the Centennial. The following year | dis- 
| covered water, put on the first Aquacade, and forgot about Josie. 
| Chanees are I made a mistake by not asking her if she knew how to 
| swim, 

And now for one of those vignettes which make me glad I'm in show 
business. 

| Ome Spring evening a few years back, I went to the opening of the 
| circus at Madison Square Garden. As Merle Evans picked up his baton 
| to give the downbeat for the preliminary fanfare, he turned, faced a 
center box and bowed. Then, as the performers trotted out for the open- 
ing spee, I noticed their eyes were on the same box. The riders saluted 
The aerialists signaled a jaunty 
two-fingered hello, and the clowns did an extra flip. Prodded by their 
trainers, even the elephants waved their trunks. 

“What gives?” I asked myself. “Is the President in the house?” 

I followed a Crackerjack salesman down the aisle to the box. Seated 
in it was you-knoW-who. Her.white hair had been patted, primped and 
curled until it looked like a platinum tiara. 

After the finale, I went backstage and looked up Pat Valdo, who has 
been major-domoing the Greatest Show on Earth for a quarier of a 


century. “Who arranged the big fuss for Josie?” I asked him. 
“Nobody arranged it,” said Valdo. “It’s been happening like this for 
years.” 


“You mean Josie attends every circus opening?” 

“Yes,” said Pat, “and all the other performances as well. You see, 
the old lady lives in a hotel down on Twenty-third street. Not much of 
a place—one of those bed, dresser and chair jobs. The walls are cov- 
ered with her old circus posters, and on the mantel are the decorations 
she won—the medal the President of Mexico gave her, the miniature 
horse presented by Edward of England. 

“Every year when the big show plays New York, Josie puis on her - 
best dress and hires a limousine. She doesn’t have any trouble getting 
into the Garden—she still has the gold lifetime pass Barnum himself 
gave her. ‘The management reserves the center box for her, and every 
afternoon and night for six weeks, Josie is in that box. And if she 
wasn’t, I guess the performers would get worried and figure something 
was wrong.” . 

Well, when the Big. Razzledazzle opens at the Garden come April 7, 
I expect to be there with peanuts, popcorn and pennant. Being an old 
corn-ball, I'll naturally be thinking of Josie De Mott Robinson. And 
I'm willing to bet any kid a candy apple that the performers will play 
to the center box as usual, and nod their heads in memory of a lady 
whose life was a little sad, a little gallant and a little remarkable. 


Copyright. 1948, by Billy Rose 


Would Cut Tax to 10% | RAYE DAZZLES LONDON 
Washington, March 30. IN PALLADIUM BOW 


New bill to drop the 20% ad- 
missions bite to the prewar 10% London, March 30. 
Martha Raye stopped the show 


figure has been introduced here by 

Rep. Bertrand W. (Bud) Gearhart 
cold at her opening yesterday (29) 
at the Palladium here, providing 


(R., Cal.). He is a member of the 

House Ways and Means Committee, 
30 minutes of sock entertainment, 
after which she begged off to im 


which institutes all tax legislation. 
troduee the Ben Yost Royal 


While the feeling here is that 
Guards. She interrupted the sins 











objection to a delay due to a Hol- 
lywood solo. | 








She’s being handled. through | 
Bert Allenberg, Hollywood agent. ! 


there will be no slashes in the so- 

called luxury excises during 1948, 

it is eens that Gearhart’s bill on 
came less than a week after Rep. , r comedy 
escié-Rauteh (, Men) dari ee lt 
man of the Ways and Means Com- | 284!" egsnvenicrn tig sagem dim ds 
mittee, promised that the admis-|ing the proceedings. The Guare 
sions tax would be considered dur- | hit showstop proportions on their 
ing the latter part of April by his | own in the first half of the Dill. 
committee. Knutson has favored . d to a capacity 
reducing the admissions tax for| Miss Raye opened to a car” 
some time, but the House leaders | house with 300 standeces. — 
claim that other things come first |is sold out for the entire wee®, 
in their scheme of tax legislation. with heavy advance bookings. 
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ES UP $11,071,333 








Breakdown 


TOP PIX SALARI 


of Salaries 


Breakdown of how the seven majors (United Artists excluded) 
pay out to officers and other personnel drawing $20,000 annually 
or more is herewith tabulated. Compilation is via latest available 

roxies applying to fiscal 1947 except for Paramount, RKO and 

0th-Fox where 1946 proxies are latest available. 


Officers-directors 


1. Metro...... $2,379,000 
2. 20th-Fox 995,000 
3. Paramount... 1,179,000 
4. Warner Bros. 1,135,000 
5, Universal ... 1,132,000 
6. RKO 499;887 
7. Columbia ... 980,119 


Others Total 

$22,226,668 $24,605,668 
14,636,141 15,631,141 
11,429,152 12,608,152 
10,830,480 11,965,480 
7,298,899 8,430,899 
6,926,265 7,416,152 
3,530,681 4,510,800 

















Industry 
To K.0. Possible 


Self-Regulation 


Posed 
Chiz on Brit. Thaw 





With foreign departments 
both majors and indies busily en- 
gaged in figuring every possible 
way to get “maximum coin from 
England under the new Anglo- 
U.S. films agreement, idea is being 
discussed for the American indus- 
try to set up a self-regulatory com- 
mittee to pass on potential uses 
for frozen coin and generally po- 
lice adherence to the spirit, as well 
as the terms, of the new pact. 

There’s a strong fear among a 
number of industry execs that 
since the amount of money 
the American companies can get 
out will hinge to an important de- 
gree on their ingenuity, they may 
extend themselves to a point where 
they incur the hard feelings of the 
British. 

Film men have exhibited a spe- 
cial knack for legally getting fro- 
zen currency out of other coun- 
tries where no dollars are supposed 
to exist. Now, in England, under 
the new agreement, they have 27 
listed ways of getting blocked 
money out via uses connected with 
the film indusfry, plus wide free- 
dom of use outside the industry. 
What’s feared is that with such 
scope their genius may extend to a 
point which the British consider 
‘dubious” and cause the Board of 
Trade, which has the final vote 
on all these matters, to take a 

(Continued on page 20) 


If and When Mason Gets 
Court Decision Vs. Rose 
He'll Film Mrs.’ Novel 


James Mason, his wife (Pamela 
Kellino) and his alter ego, James 
Monahan, entrained for the Coast 
Monday (29), taking with them a 
script of Miss Kellino’s novel, “Del 

,’ on which the trio hope to 
close a film deal. Story property 
is owned by Gamma Films of 
America, Inc., an outfit recently 
formed by the three to handle all 
Mason’s film projects. 

Mason won’t do anything con- 
crete on films, however, until and 
unless he gets a favorable decision 
from Federal Judge John C. Knox 

his present court feud with 
David Rose. Court has reserved 
decision after trial and Mason ex- 
pects a ruling within a few weeks 
his suit to declare void a joint 

Immaking venture with Rose. 

British thesp wants to both di- 
rect and star in a filmization of 

Del Palma” and, if the court 
8reen ‘lights the project, will seek 
a Major company tieup while on 

€ Coast. He’d like to do that 

efore meeting a commitment to 
Sir Alexander Korda to play in 

€ King’s General,” adaptation 
< the Daphne DuMaurier novel. 

hat film is to be made in the U:S., 
Probably in the fall. 

. Monahan, who serves as pub- 
lcity agent and general aide to the 

Pies 8oes directly to Los An- 
Beles while the Masons stop off, en 
route, at Phoenix for a short visit. 


Crawford Settles 


J Los Angeles, March 30. 
on oan Crawford made an out-of- 
urt settlement of a $200,000 dam- 
age suit filed by Mrs. Pauline Mc- 
ay, a mental patient who charged 
oe of privacy. 
sh ctress was permitted te watch 
Ock. treatments while preparing 
or her role in “Possessed,” a 
arner production. 








of + 


Connors’ Comm’! Films 


Tom Connors, former v.p. in 
charge of distribution for 20th-Fox, 
is reported planning to go into the 
business of distribution to theatres 
of commercial films. He is known 
to be seeking office space in New 
York for a small staff. 

Connors left 20th almost a year 
ago and has been at various times 
reported going with Eagle Lion 
and Film Classics. 


U's Tele Subsid 
Dickers CBS On 
Newsreel Deal 


Following through on an an- 
announced intention to get into 
the television field early, Universal 
is currently negotiating with CBS 
for the sale to that net of video 
rights to U’s newsreel issues. 
Actual dickerings are being han- 
dled by United World Films, U’s 
wholly-owned subsid, with Matty 
Fox, UWF board chairman, and 
James Franey, company’s prexy, 
carrying the ball. They’re now en- 
gaged in a string of huddles with 
William S. Paley, CBS board chair- 
man. 

UWF recently has gone full-tilt 
into the video field and U has 
transferred to its 16m offspring all 
intricate angles involved in cop- 
ping tele revenues from celluloid. 
UWF is also fronting for J. Artifur 
Rank’s tele interests in this coun- 
try as part of the close tieup be- 
tween U and the British film mag- 
nate. 

U’s subsid has already set up a 

(Continued on page 17) 


SNEAK-PREVIEW OF NEW 
FEATURE ON TV KAYOED 


Plans of Screen Plays execs to 
sneakpreview Henry Morgan’s star- 
rer, “So This Is New York,” on 
television have been discreetly 
shelved following murmurs of op- 
position from exhib groups. Indie 
production outfit had the video 
stunt all set with WCAU-TV in 
Philadelphia, ~but decided not to 
go out on a limb with their first 
pic. 

Film 
United Artists May 1. 








is slated for release by 
Tight situa- 


cases currently will result in the 


pic preeming outside of N. 1% 
probably Chicago, despite the title. 


Acad Plans Scholarships 





Hollywood, March 30. 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences is going collegiate, 
with a plan to award scholarships 
to universities where film drama 
and techniques are taught. Idea 
is to start with awards to three 
schools, one in the east, one in the 

midwest and one on the Coast. 
Eventually the Academy hopes 
to hold its ceremonies in the Holly- 
wood Bowl, with 22,000 seats, and 
let the Oscar Derby finance the 





scholarships. 


tion among the Broadway show- mers 


|“Naked City” (U) not far behind, 


On Film Techniques 


300, 100,202 NUT 
IN 47 alo PEAK 


The salary nut to the industry’s 
upper bracket  personnel—both 
executive and talent—climbed $11,- 
071,333 during the fiscal year 1947 
to make that year probably the 
highest in pix history and the peak 
for some time to come. Seven ma- 
jor film companies’ (excluding 
United Artists) paid out a total of 
$85,168,292 to its top executives, 
directors, producers and actors re- 
ceiving in excess of $20,000 annu- 
ally, compilation of latest available 
proxies by VARIETY reveals. The 
highwater mark was set by salaries 
doled out before the economy wave 
hit both. coasts and a sharp dip dur- 
ing the current year is more than 
likely. 

In all, the seven majors gave 
$20,000 or better annual pay to 
1,466 officers and employees either 
on the Coast or in the homeoffices. 
That in itself represents a rise from 
the 1,351 breadwinners who came 
into the magic salary circle during 
1946. Every one of the seven 
majors paid a higher total in wage 
checks to top industryites during 
the year. The yearly total does not 
include extra compensation by way 
of bonuses, stock options or profit- 
sharing deals. 

Metro No. 1 

Metro again heads the pack as 
the company with the biggest bill 
to meet. M-G stuffed the weekly 
envelope with a year’s total of $24,- 
605,668, which it handed to 372 em- 
ployees and 12 officers. That fig- 
ure compares with $23,384,671 dis- 
tributed in ’46. Its salaries to offi- 
cers, however, dipped to $2,379,000 
from the previous year’s $2,458,065. 

Columbia does a repeat on cap- 

(Continued on page 17) 


5 U.S. Newsreels Contrib 
$8,000-Each for Olympix 


London, March 30. 
Five American newsreel com- 
panies will participate in covering 
the summer Olympic games in 
England. after each contributes 
$8,000 as its shafe towards the 





ish filmmaker, to the Olympics 
Committee for exclusive film 
rights. Thus, assurances which 
Rank gave to Yank newsreel execs 
several weeks ago in New York 
that no freeze on news clips was 
intended are carried out under the 
deal reached here. It ends possi- 


(Continued on page 20) 


price paid by J. Arthur Rank, Brit-. 


Gamble Offers Naify $6,750,000 
For 307, of His 115 Calif. Theatres 





Call Out the Cops! 
Caracas, Ven., March 16. 

Theatre managers have 
complained to the city council 
that so many cops are on the 
free-list, that they often don’t 
have enough seats for the paid 
customers. 

At the recent opening of the 
comedy, “The Robber,” more 
than 80 policemen, detectives 
and traffic cops, made their 
way in by just flashing their 
badges. 

Complaint was signed by 
managers of the Rialto, Boy- 
aca, Avila, Continental, Holly- 
wood, Ayacucho, Principal and 
Capitolio theatres, who asked 
for a quick abatement of the 
abuse. 


Strange Parallel 
In Par-RKO VPs 
Bossing Pub-Adv. 


John M. Whitaker, RKO v.p., is 
now serving as supervising head of 
the company’s publicity and adver- 
tising department. RKO has had 
no actual pub-ad chief since the 
department was split about six 
months ago, with Paul Hollister 
becoming publicity topper and S. 
Barret McCormick advertising 
boss. Whitaker must now put his 
OK stamp on all budgets and 
projects. ‘ 

A virtually parallel situation 
exists at Paramount, where v.p. 
Paul Raibourn is in the same sit- 
uation. Par has had no depart- 
ment topper since Curtis Mitchell 
resigned about three months ago. 
Ben Washer reports directly for 
his publicity setup and Stanley 
Shuford for advertising to Rai- 
bourn. 


Another peculiar parallel exists. 
‘Both Whitaker and Raibourn are 
former engineers. Whitaker, after 
graduating from Yale, got his 
master’s degree in chemical en- 
gineering from Massachusetts 1* 
stitute of Technology, while Rai- 
bourn holds an electrical engineer- 
ing degree from the University of 


(Continued on page 18) 

















Easter week upbeat is cheering 
exhibitors in nearly every key city 
this week, with chilly or rainy 
weather in some spots helping 
theatres get back into stronger 
stride. With so many new pic- 
tures being launched to take ad- 
vantage of improved boxoffice, 
total biz is evenly-divided among 
some 12 big coin-getters. 

“Sitting Pretty’ (20th) 
lead this session, 


is well 
with 


also doing great business. Latter 
is only in five cities but doing fine 
to terrific currently. “Sitting” is 
playing in 10 keys covered by 


strength. Third best 
maker is “Gentleman’s Agree- 
ment” (20th), with a batch of new 
bookings to cash in on Oscar 
awards. Fourth place winner is 
“April Showers” (WB), which 
looms as a real profit-getter. It’s 
okay to big in eight spots. 
Others in the Big Eight list, 
in order of their draw, are ‘“Re- 
member Mama” (RKO), “Uncon- 
quered” (Par), “Miracle of Bells” 
(RKO) and “Three Daring Daugh- 
ters” (M-G). “Unconquered” is 





going out on pop-scale dates and 


National Boxoffice Survey 
Easter Brings Usual Biz Upbeat—‘Sitting,’ ‘Naked,’ 


‘Agreement,’ ‘Showers,’ ‘Mama’ Top Moneymakers 


VaRIETY and showing surprising | 
money- | 


proving nearly as great as on first 
time around. 


Best runner-up films this stanza 
are “Call Northside” (20th), 
“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO), “Bill and 
Coo” (Rep) and*“Sign of Ram” 
(Col). “Robin Hood” (WB) 
again is showing amazing draw for 
a reissue. “Bambi” (RKO), too, 
is doing well this session on re- 
issue dates. 


Tops among newcomers appear 





to be “Mr. Blandings’” (SRO), 
\“All My Sons” (U) and “The 
Search” (M-G) although only 
ispotted in one theatre apiece. 
\“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G) also 
‘shapes big on initial playdate. 
|“Man of Evil” (UA) is getting 


}no place this round. 

“Scudda Hoo” (20th) is on the 
| spotty side currently. “The Flame” 
| (Rep) shapes hep in Providence. 
“Alias a Gentleman” (M-G) is big 
in Seattle and doing nicely in a 
couple of other spots. ‘“‘Mourning 





San Francisco, March 30. 

Offer of $6,750,000 for 50% of 
his interest in the United Califor- 
nia Corp. has been made to Mike 
Naify by Ted Gamble, it has been 
learned. United California con- 
trols about 115 theatres in Cali- 
fornia through the Golden State 
circuit and other subsids. It also 
owns considerable real estate. 

Aliso still interested in obtain- 
ing the UC stock is Milton Rey- 
nolds, Chicago millionaire ball pen 
manufacturer, who has teamed up 
for the deal with Packy Dee, of 
Gregory & Dee, midwest circuit 
operators. Julian Levy, Reynolds’ 
brother-in-law and attorney, had 
two talks with Naify last week. He 
offered to make an outright buy of 
Naify’s entire interest. 

Meantime, Joseph M. Schenck, 
20th-Fox production exec, remains 
a strong financial power in UC via 
the Bank of America note for 
$2,500,000 which he endorsed for 
Naify when the latter bought out 
his partners, E. H. Emmick and R. 
A. McNeil, last fall. Schenck can 
take no active part in operation of 
the theatres, however, since he 
obligated himself to the Dept. of 
Justice to that effect because the 
industry anti-trust decree forbids 
theatre expansion by major com- 
panies or their execs. 

Likewise reported interested in 

(Continued on page 20) 


FIRST FILM STOCK 
UPBEAT IN MONTHS 


Picture stocks and oil shares led 
the generally strong stock market 
yesterday (Tues.), with renewed 
interest in film issues pushing 
them to new highs for year in most 
instances. Loew's, up $1.6214; 
Paramount, up $1.25; 20th-Fox, up 
$1.25; Universal, up $0.8712; and 











RKO, up fractionally, all climbed 
to new 1948 peaks. Warners, Re- 
public and Columbia advanced 
small fractions. 

It was the broadest advance for 
film shares in months. Fact that 
many pictures are registering big 


upsurge is credited with starting 
the buying movement in these 
stocks. 
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solidly in Boston. 
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Alleges NLP. Assn. Jumps Gun 


With All-Industry Builder-Upper 


Overall industry public relations* 


campaign, on which the Theatre 
Owners of America was set to em- 
bark next weekend, has turned in- 
stead into an_ intra-industry 
wrangle. TOA toppers are com- 
plaining that the Motion Picture 
‘Assn. and the MPAA’s eastern ad- 
vertising - publicity directors com- 
mittee are trying to grab onto the 
campaign at their expense. 

TOA prexy Ted Gamble and his 
committee were firecrackered into 
action by a press release from the 
MPAA for Monday (29) morning’s 
papers. It announced plans of the 
MPAA pub-ad group’s campaign 
“to acquaint the public from coast 
to coast with what that body 
describes as ‘more good motion 
pictures than ever before in the 
history of the American film in- 
dustry’.” 

Plans for a similar campaign had 
been announced by Gamble at a 
TOA board meeting in Los An- 
geles two weeks ago and were am- 
plified in an interview with the 
trade press in New York last 
Thursday (25). 

According to TOA toppers, they 
asked the pub-ad managers to meet 
with them last Wednesday. Re- 
quested at that time was a list 
of top pix from each company 
which the TOA committee could 
sift, picking out the best to sell 
the idea that great new films were 
coming from the studios. Aim was 
to reverse current widespread pub- 
lic belief that the British tax and 
sliding domestic grosses had the 
wolf at Hollywood’s door. The 
meeting was highly amicable, with 
mutual pledges of cooperation. 

Pub-ad heads held their own 
confab the following day, with 
Kenneth Ciark, MPAA public rela- 
tions chief, from Washington, and 
Tom Waller, the Association’s New 
York press rep, attending. Each 

(Continued on page 24) 








| chiefs to get his campaign moving 


UA to Permit Hughes’ 2 
Via RKO If Atlas Deal Set 


Howard Hughes and Grad Sears, 
United Artists topper, have made 
a tentative arrangement by which 
UA would give up its distribution 
rights on two of Hughes’ unre- 
leased films if the producer con- 
| summates his deal for the purchase 
|of RKO. No agreement has been 
| reached on price for UA to relin- 
| quish the films, but it is reported 
in the neighborhood of $275,000. 

Hughes’ films are “Mad Wednes- 
day,” Harold Lloyd-starrer, made 
by Preston Sturges, and “Ven- 
detta.” Producer told Sears he 
would like to have distribution 
rights te the films if he took over 
the Atlas stock, giving him control 
of RKO. UA prexy agreed, pro- 
vided they could arrive at an 
equitable figure on what distribu- 
tion of the films would mean to 
UA under cgitract by which 
Hughes is committed to pay the 





Difference of 15 Blocks 
Plenty Big on Film B.O. 


Difference between New York’s 
42d street and 57th street appears 
to be more than the 15 blocks 
which separate Brandt’s Apollo, 
just off Times square, from the 
posh Little Carnegie. ‘Passion- 
elle,’ French film which was 
pulled out of the Little Carnegie 
after one week because of bad biz, 
is part of a dual bill that rang up 
a 14-year record at the Apollo last 
week. 

Pic is teamed with “Torment,” 
Swedish-made, which previously 
had a 10-week engagement at the 
Avenue, N. Y., and some other 
dates. Gross for the initial Apollo 
week was around $16,000. 





Johnston Rejects 


Move to Throttle 
Politics of Stars 


Washington, March 30. 





distrib 25% of the gross. 


Hudson's Pitch 
Via Pic Salesme 
Earle Hudson, Paramount the- 
atre partner named to head the 
Theatre Owners of America’s new 


publicity drive, will put the bee 
on major company distribution 





on a salesmen level. The United 
Detroit circuit topper will meet 
with sales heads of all the com- 
panies this week as the initial step 
in the newly birthed campaign. 
He’s going to ask distribution 
veepees to instruct their salesmen | 
to talk up the better-product-ahead 








REPUBLIC MAKES NO. 8 
DISTRIB JOINING MPAA 


Republic’s election to the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America on 
Monday (29) makes it the eighth 
distrib-member of the organiza- 
tion. Other members include all 
the majors except United Artists, 
which withdrew several years ago 
and never returned. Not in are 
Eagle Lion, Monogram, Selznick 
Releasing Organization, Film Clas- 
sics and the states rights distribs. 
' Annual meeting of the MPAA, 
in New York, at which Rep’s re- 
quest for membership was given 
‘the nod, aiso reelected all direc- 
ters of the association. Meeting 
otherwise was perfunctory, carried 
on almost entirely by proxies. It 
was held only to comply with the 
by-laws, which require the yearly 
session be called on the last Mon- 
day in March. 

Next actual business conclave of 
the MPAA will be the meeting of 
the board April 12. In the mean- 
time, first section of prexy Eric 
Johnston’s annual report is ex- 

ted to be issued in Washington 
his week. Following the pattern 
initiated last year, the report will 
be released in parts, rather than 
in bulk the day of the annual 
meeting. 

V.p. Francis Harmon subbed for 
Johnston at Monday’s — session. 
Johnston is in San Francisco visit- 
ing his mother, Mrs. Ida B. John- 
ston, who is seriously ill in a hos- 
= there. She fell and fractured 

er hip some time ago and recently 
contracted pneumonia. MPAA 
topper flew out Saturday (27). 


Pro-Tito Pic Seized In 
Canada for License Lack 


Toronto, March 30. 

Motion Picture Censor Board 
has seized and confiscated a five- 
reel film dealing with Marshal 
Tito’s administration in Yugo- 
Slavia and also fined Emeric Simac 
$100 and court costs for showing 
the film without the Board’s ap- 
preval and another $100 for using 
an unlicensed projector. 

Film was shown in a lecture hall, 
with O. J. Silverthorne, chairman 
of the Censor Board, pointing out 
that the confiscation was not'neces- 
sarily one of Red propaganda sup- 
pression but a matter of the film’s 
not being submitted for censor- 
ship approval. 





| “It’s our idea,” Hudson said, “to 
'get salesmen to build up the 
theme that great pictures are 
ahead in 1948 as part of the plan 
of ending downbeat talk in the in- 
dustry. We intend asking sales 
managers to pass the word down 
that salesmen help along the pro- 
gram without worrying whether 
any particular picture is put out 
by his employing company or a 
competitor. In so doing, he helps 
along the entire industry.” 
Hudson figures that the 600 or 
so salesmen in the industry aver- 
(Continued on page 20) Fa 


Big Meeting of Minds 
On Goldwyn’s Affairs 


Fiscal policies of Samuel Gold- 
wyn Productions were given a care- 
ful 9.0. at last week’s session on 
the Coast of the company’s eastern 
execs with the producer. In 
Hollywood to take part in the talks, 
in addition to prexy James A. Mul- 
vey, were Sylvan Oestreicher of Ol- 
vaney, Eisner & Donnelly, Gold- 
wyn’s tax attorneys, and Harry 
Archinal, auditor and assistant sec- 
retary. : 

Mulvey, Oe6estreicher, salesman- 
ager Arthur Sachson, foreign chief 
Alfred Crown and publicity-adver- 
tising topper Lynn Farnol planed 
east from the Coast over the week- 
end. Farnol stopped over in Den- 
ver and is due in New York today 
(Wednesday). Archinal, held on 
the Coast, arrives east tomorrow. 

Pat Duggan, story editor, in a 
change of plans, will headquarter 
permanently on the Coast. He came 
to New York last fall with Gold- 
wyn and it was decided at that 
time he would shift his offices 
there permanently. After confabs 
on the Coast last week, he returned 
east to get his setup ready for 
moving to the studio again. Action 
is expected to be taken in mid- 
April. 


Danish Producer in U.S. 


Carl Dreyer, Danish film pro- 
ducer and director, is scheduled to 
arrive in Hoboken, N. J., Friday 
(2) on his first visit to the U. S. 
aboard the S. S. Falstria. 

While in New York Dreyer will 
attend the American preem of his 
“Day of Wrath,” slated to open 
soon at the Little Carnegie, N. Y. 
He also plans a trip to the Coast 
to study American film-making 
techniques. 

















pitch regardless of whose picture | 
is whose. | Motion picture stars are not a class 


Film stars have a right to appear 
in political films, including news- 
reels, and otherwise take part in 
politics, the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America mate clear here Sun- 
day (28). 

In a letter to R. H. Poole, exec- 
utive secretary of the Pacific Coast 
Conference of Independent Theatre 
Owners, Eric Johnston, prez of the 
Assn., rejected a resolution on the 
subject by PCOGITO. Resolution 
protested “the appearance of mo- 
tion picture stars in_ political 
propaganda, films, including news- 
reels.” : 

“I most emphatically disagree 
with it (the resolution),’ wrote 
Johnston “I shall take no action 
along the lines it suggests. 

“In a sense it is perfectly true, 
as you suggest, that motion picture 
stars belong to the public, but in 
a broader sense, this relationship 
in no way sterilizes their rights 
and duties as American citizens. 


apart. They must be as free as all 
(Continued on page 22) 


MAYER MAY DISPOSE OF 
HIS N.Y. RIALTO FOR 2506 


Deal may be consummated this 
week for sale of the lease on the 
Rialto theatre on Broadway by Ar- 
thur Mayer to James J. Mage. 
Mage, French refugee, owns the 
Laffmovie in*Times Square and 
similar houses in Baltimore and 
Boston, as well as the Cinephone 
circuit of 16 theatres in Belgium 
and France. He also distribs for- 
eign films in the U. S. 

Mayer’s lease en the Rialto has 
about 742 years to go. Considera- 
tion is in the neighborhood of 
$250,000, with Mayer retaining an 
interest in the house until it is 
paid off. After a policy for many 
years as a “house of horror,” play- 
ing shock-type low-budgeters to at- 
tract Times Square walk-in trade, 
Rialto recently shifted to foreign 
films. It’s done fairly well under 
this policy. 

Mage, it is understood, plans to 
continue the foreign films for the 
time being, at least. He reportedly 
hopes, however, to make a deal 
with an indie or group of indies to 
keep the screen occupied with their 
product, similar to the arrange- 
ment the Astor has with Samuel 
Goldwyn and the one now being 
worked out between the Victoria 
and David O. Selznick. Difficulty, 
however, is that the Rialto has only 
600 seats and couldn’t be enlarged 
except at very heavy cost. 


Upped Costs Keep GAFC 
Net Profit to $3,333,250 


Net earnings of General Aniline 
& Film Corp. totalled $3,333,250 in 
1947. While the profit was slightly 
ahead of the $3,188,895 netted in 
*46, earnings were tagged as un- 
Satisfactory by Jack Frye, com- 
pany prexy, who noted that sales 
increased some $11,000,000 during 
the year but costs almost kept pace 
with a $10,000,000 hike. 

Dependence of General Aniline 
on others for its raw materials is 
under study by the management, 
according to Frye, and company’s 
expansion program will tackle that 
problem. Total sales came to $75,- 
009,538. Equivalent earnings per 
share of common A stock amounts 











to $4.55 against $4.35 in °46. 











Unfreezing $13,000,000 From France 


Possible for H'wood Under New Dea 





—— 


Metro’s $50,000 Buy Of 
European Medico Novel 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Metro yesterday (Monday) closed 
a deal for screen rights to an epic- 
size novel, “Bodies and Souls,” 
published in New York this -week. 
Written by Maxence van der 
Meersch, it is a translation from 
the French.~ Studio paid slightly 
less than $50,000 for the rights. 


The 654-page yarn is a story of | 


the French medical world between 
the two recent wars, with a tre- 
mendous list of characters and 
events. Published in France and 
several other European countries 
last year, it was a best-seller there. 
It’s being issued by a new pub- 
lishing house in New York, Pelle- 
grini & Cudahy, and is considered 
a “dark horse” for hitting the best- 
seller lists here. In any case it 
will probably be impossible to use 
the title because of conflict with 
Enterprise’s “Body and Soul.” 


Wallis Dickering 
With Selznick? 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Hal Wallis may move into the 
David O. Selznick camp as an indie 
producer releasing through the 
Selznick Releasing Organization 
when his contract with Paramount 
expires. Wallis is reported nego- 
tiating with Selznick with a better 
than even chance that a deal will 
go through... A number of talks 
were staged by Wallis and Joe 
Hazen, his partner, with Selznick 
when the former was in New York 
recently. 

Door is still open for Wallis to 
return to Par on a renewal of his 
12-pix pact but the duo have been 
unable to get together on several 
important details. Wallis is claim- 
ing that Par has been charging too 
much against his films for studio 
overhead. Indie producer wants a 
ceiling placed on overhead charges 
or some other proviso which would 
cut that charge considerably. Indie 
producer has two more films to 
deliver to Par under a four-year 
contract. 

Par’s stiff stance is believed to 
be partially based on its recent 
acquisition of a number of indie 
units including Liberty Films 
and Rainbow Productions. That’s 
brought such top talent as’ William 
Wyler, Frank Capra, George Stev- 
ens, Sam Briskin and Leo McCarey 
to the Paramount studios. 


~ $PG Seeks Insurance 


Hollywood, March 30. 

New group insurance plan will 
be adopted by the Screen Publicists 
Guild if 75% of the members vote 
for it. To date, about 60% have 
expressed their willingness. 

Idea is that film flacks who carry 
studio life insurance lose out when 
they leave the studio. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Jean Bartel 
George Bradshaw 
Ann Corio 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
John Garfield 
Cy Howard 
. Danny Kaye’. 
Gian-Carlo Menotti 
Burgess Meredith 
Charles Prutzman 
Phil Reisman 
Irving Shiffrin 
Robert Siodmak 
Jules Weill 
John C. Wilson 
Fred Zinnemann 


N.Y. to Europe 

Cecil Beaton 

Sidney Bernstein 

Hume Cronyn 

Alfred Hitchcock 

‘Irving B. Kahn 

Peter Levathes 

Paul Muni 

Lyman Munson, Jr. 

Natalie Schaefer 

Eugen Sharin 

Murray Silverstone 

Jean Simmons 

Spyros Skouras 

Sir Philip Warter 
Europe to N.Y. 

Denny Dennis 

Jean Sablon 











Washington, Mare 
Possibility of unfreezing ah. 
the $13,000,000 of frozen Hollywood 
coin in France looms here, as the 
State Department is getting ready 
to announce that it will shortly 
renegotiate the Blum-Byrnes film 
accord, 


The French recently reques 
changes in the pact, whieh «i 
vides that French films must be 
| Shown in French theatres during 
|four week’s playing time of each 
| quarter, with the remaining period 





| open to all comers. The French 
| are asking that their guaranteed 
| share be increased to seven weeks 
per quarter. 


Indications are considered good 
by insiders that the U. S. will agree 
to an increase in the French play- 
ing time, providing it can arrange 
a deal to get some of its coin out 
of the country. Since 1939. only 
about $1,800,000 of film profits 
have been allowed out. Pictures 
are virtually the only industry 
which has not been able to get its 
postwar earnings back to America 
from France. 


Another angle is that the French 
are currently hard put to turn out 
enough pictures to meet commit- 
ments for four weeks a quarter. In 
fact they have not been able to do 
so, and so the present law is not 
lived up to. Hence, it will be some 
time before the French can supply 
their own screens for seven weeks 
per quarter. 

Feeling is that the French gov- 
ernment is merely making a ges- 
ture for home political consump- 
tion, because Commy pressure in 
France has been stirring up trouble 
among the studio workers, charging 
that the American pictures are 
taking jobs away from them. 


PARIS PIX PRODUCTION 
NOW AT ALLTIME LOW 


Paris, March 26. 
Picture ‘industry in France is 








| how at an alltime low. Not only 


do such firms as Univers Films 
have to shutter, but even big 
studios like Buttes Chaumont, in 
Paris, are serving notice on their 
personnel that they must look for 
jobs elsewhere. Only pic still roll- 
ing there before folding is Sacha 
Guitry’s “Lame Devil” (from his 
current legiter), almost completed. 


Not. only are bankers tightening 
to the limit, but in many cases 
unforeseen complications prevent 
production. Picture prepped by di- 
rector Calude Autan-Lara (‘‘Diable 
au Corps”), titled “Ble en Herbe” 
(“Green Wheat’), from a Colette 
novel, has struck a snag. Adapted 
by Pierre Bosc and Georges Auren- 
che. who are coproducing, the 
script is claimed by Roger Leen- 
hardt to be based on his “‘Dernieres 
Vacances” and Roger Ferdinand, 
Authors Society prexy, will arbi- 
trate the matter, pending which 
the film remains in the blueprint 
stage. ‘ 





L.A. to N.Y 


Robert Ardrey 
Ed Beglev 
Norman Bla¢tkburr 
Mary Roland 
Bing Crosby 
Alfred Crown 
Pat Duregan 
Lynn Farnol 

~ Jules Fields 
Judy Garland 
Nat Goldstone 
Jed Harris 
Signe Hasso 
Jerry Hausner 
Helen Hayes 
Al Jolson 
Ben Kalmenson 
John Kennedy 
John Laurenz 
Peter Lawford 
Rouben Mamoulian 
Frederic March 
Harold Molander 
James Mulvey 
Sylvan Oestreicher 
Alan Posner 
Bob Roberts 
Wm. F. Rodgers 
Benny Rubin 
Ann Rutherford 
Jack Schaefer 
Silas F. Seadler 
Gloria Scott 
Jimimy Van Heusen 
Ruth Warrick 
Paul Warwick 





Clifton Webb 
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inner of 51 Individual Awards, 
ncluding the New York Critics Circle 
Award for the Best Picture of the Year, 


ntleman’s 
Agreement 


Climaxes the Greatest Acclaim in 
Screen History by Being Selected 


The Academ 
Award Picture 


and Winning 2 Additional Academy Awards! 


‘ 


-In gratitude and pride, we extend 
our warmest congratulations 


To Producer DARRYL F. ZAN UCK 
To Screen Play Writer MOSS HART 
To Director ELIA KAZAN 


Te Author LAURA Si HOBSON 


- To the Stars 
GREGORY PECK 


DOROTHY McGUIRE * JOHN GARFIELD © 


: To the Supporting Players 
CELESTE HOLM, ANNE REVERE, JUNE HAVOC, 
ALBERT DEKKER, JANE WYATT, 
DEAN STOCKWELL and SAM JAFFE 


To All Who Contributed To 
THE ACADEMY AWARD PICTURE! 
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New Values Cited in Anglo-US. Tax 


Accord; Intra-Industry Amity On 
Methods of Divvymg British Com 





Amity has prevailed so far in* 


the meetings of major company | 
foreign chiefs to work out the. 
divvy among U. S. distribs of in- | 
come from the dollar pool result- 
ing from the new Anglo-U. S. films 
pact. Conferees met at the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America in 
New York last Thursday (25) and | 
again Monday (29) in exploration 
of the agreement. Several such 
meetings a week are expected to 
be held until there is accord on 
interpretation of the pact and, 
finally, on terms for divvying the 
coin. 

So far, the difficult problem of | 
actual division of the pool hasn’t 
been more than passingly touched. 
Rather than get into the expected 
hassle right off, it was decided to 
“take up the easy part first.” Thus 
the sessions have been restricted 
to interpretation and definition of 
terms. 

This is highly important, since 
the American companies must 
clarify their own ideas on what 
the agreement should allow and 
not allow before Fayette W. All- 

rt, the MPAA’s London rep, can 
nally work out these same de- 
tails with the British Board of 
Trade. ‘Allport, as a matter of 
fact, has already started on that 
chore, getting the British point of 
view for submission to the foreign 
chiefs here, just as their views will 
be sent to him. 

Aiding at the first confab were 
three heads of American com- 
panies’ British subsids. They were 
Sam Eckman, Jr., of Metro; Joseph 
Friedman, of Columbia, and Rob- 
ert Wolff, of RKO. James A. Mui- 
vey, president of Samuel Goldwyn 
Productions, who helped negotiate 
the agreement in London, sat in on 
Monday’s meeting and is expected 
to be at most of the future ses- 
sions. 

While nothing has been officially 
decided yet on how the coin in the 
pool is to be whacked up, it is re- 
ported there is a definite under- 
standing on one major point. That 
is that each company’s pro rata 
will be based on income of indi- 
vidual pictures in England each 
month. It will not be on a per- 
company basis, but on an individ- 
ual film basis as a protection to 
indies. 

British are to make their pay- 
ments into the pool monthly on 
the $17,000,000 annual remittance 
agreed upon. They are to pay into 
it quarterly the equivalent of coin 
earned in the U. S. by English pix. 

(Continued on page 18) 


Hawks Must Deliver 
‘Red River,’ UA Spots 








‘Life’ Into N.Y. Mayfair 


United Artists last week ob- 
tained a judgment to force deliv- 
ery of “Red River,” Howard 
Hawks’ pic made for Monterey 
Productions. Judgment, issued by 
N. Y. supreme court, was .entered 
in California by UA’s counsel 
there, but it is understood that 
Monterey will deliver without fur- 
ther legal maneuvers. 


George Raftery, of O’Brien, 
Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler, com- 
any’s attorneys, obtained the 


udgment to affirm an arbitration 
award previously won by UA. 
Monterey was ordered to deliver 
the negative “forthwith,” or be 
he'd in contempt of court. 

UA is now going full ahead on 
saics plans: for the Cagney fi'm, 
“Time of Your Life,” which was 
aiso in litigation. With an agree- 
ment reached, UA has booked 
“Life” into the Mayfair, N. Y., fol- 
owing the current tenant, “Gen- 
tleman’s Agreement.” Latter is 
expected to run until about Me- 
morial Day. “Life” will be the 
first non-20th-Fox film into the 
theatre since its operation’ was 
taken over by Harry Brandt from 
Loew’s about a year ago. 


De Mille to Testify 
Washington, March 30. 
Cecil B. De Mille is due in Wash- 
gton April 5 to appear before the 
ouse Labor Committee April 17. 
He'll be guest at a Gridiron Club 
inner April 19. Then goes to 
.Y. for play-gandering before re- 
turning to the Coast. 





SRO’s Distrib Chiefs 
Head for the Road 


Selznick Releasing Organization 
sales toppers hit the road en masse 
this week to set circuit deals and 
generally hypo distribution of 
their product. Prexy Neil Agnew 


heads the touring trio. He'll hit 
Chicago and six other midwest 
cities. 

Milt Kusell, general salesman- 


ager, is heading for nine southern 
and Coast towns, including Los An- 
geles and San Francisco. Sidney 
Deneau, assistant general sales- 
manager, will make eight cities 
between Boston and Cincinnati. 

They'll all be working on regu- 
lar release of “Duel in the Sun” 
and start paving the way for “Mr. 
Blandings.” “Duel” at regular ad- 
|mission goes into Loew’s State, 
|N. Y., following the current “B.F.’s 
Daughter,” and into Loew’s houses 
in 26 other cities between April 8 
and May 20. 





| 


Oscared ‘Agreement’ 
Seen Sparking 20th-Fox 
Into Bigger Earnings 


Twentieth-Fox, whose net earn- 
‘ings dropped from $22,000,000 in 
| 1946 to an estimated $14,000,000 
last year, has trained its sights on 
a sharp rebound in 1948. Company 
execs believe their current and 
forthcoming product lineup, paced 
by the recently-Oscared “Gentle- 
man’s Agreement,’ should send 
their second quarter’s gross sky- 
wards. 

Figuring on the basis of present 
returns, 20th sales chief Andy W. 
Smith, Jr., is endeavoring to rack 
(up a domestic gross of about 
| $6,000,000 on “Agreement,” which 
is some $500,000 better than 
“Leave Her to Heaven,” the com- 
pany’s current record-holder. Sold 
at no increase in. admission prices, 
the film opened last week in 359 
spots for its first general release 
session. 

Current bookings include return 
engagements in Miami, Pittsburgh, 
| Boston, Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco, with grosses, hypoed by the 
Acad citation, topping those rung 
up on original dates in several 
cities. Film opened day-and-date 
in four L. A. houses‘last week and 
biz was good enough to add a fifth 
house to the string.~ Fear that the 
controversial theme of 
ment” would cut into grosses in 
the south was dissipated last week, 
when the first frame in Atlanta 
outgrossed the Christmas - New 
Year’s biz done by “Heaven” in 
1946. 

Smith, meanwhile, plans special 
merchandising campaigns for other 
20th films coming up. “Iron Cur- 
tain,” story of the atom bomb spy 
scare last year in Canada, will 
open in 350-400 major spots during 
the week of May 12. Company has 
also received a numher of requests 
from exhibitors during the last 
week for repeat engagements on 
“Miracle on 34th Street,” which 
won an Osear for scripter George 
Seaton and for Edmund Gwenn in 
his supporting role in the film. 


MAJORS WOULD SETTLE 
THEATCO (S.F.) SUIT 


San Francisco, March 30. 
Negotiations are currently under 
| way to settle the $1,540,000 treble- 
\damage, anti-trust suit slapped by 
|Theatco Amusement Co. against 
the eight majors and the Fox-West 
| Coast circuit. If it goes through, 
settlement would follow in quick 
‘succession a peace pact mage by 
the majors with Raymond Syufy, 
another suing exhib in this terri- 
tory. 

Theatco is asking for $250,000 as 
payoff to dropping its action, it’s 
reported, with the majors counter- 
offering considerably less. Plain- 
tiff’s suit claims that F-WC has 
bottled up the first-run situation 
in Frisco with a resultant freezeout 
of indies. 

Theatco suit was originally 
| Slated to be tried in February but 
jhas been postponed several months 
to allow leeway for current dicker- 
‘ings over settlement. 





























“Agree- | 


U-EL Agree on Split 
Of Rank’s British Pix 
Hollywood, March 30. 

Method of splitting the 30 J. Ar- 
thur Rank pix to be released in 
the U. S. this year will be worked 
out between Universal-Internation- 
al and Eagle Lion, Rank said. 
“They will advise us which of our 
pictures are suitable for the Amer- 
ican market and -proceed from 
there. I feel they will be able to 
accomplish this among themselves 
satisfactorily because they are on 
very friendly terms.” 

Eagle Lion rep said two repre- 
sentatives from each company and 
an arbiter will decide how the films 
will be divided. 


Rank’s 40-a-Year 
Goal Stymied By 
Govt, He Claims 


Hollywood, March 30. 

British government refusal to 
issue licenses for new studio con- 
struction is keeping him from ex- 
panding film production, J. Arthur 
Rank told a press conference here 
yesterday (Monday). He said his 
studios were now running at their 
capacity of 30 pix yearly. His goal, 
he explained, is 40 but is impos- 
sible to reach without new studio 
facilities. 

Admitting that he was “copying 
Hollywood,” Rank said his films 
were helping to introduce his coun- 
try’s products around the world. 
He declared that the British were 
well on their way to’ licking the 
language bugaboo, opining that 
U. S. audiences are better able to 
understand the broad “A” dialogue 
now than previously. 

Rank said he couldn't reveal 
what percentage of his film profits 
came from the U. S. “We have ‘not 
ireally gotten started,” he said, ‘“‘and 
are only just now beginning to roll. 
I can say, however, that what we 
receive from the U. S. is overall 
profit.” Rank said his biggest 
grossers in this country have been 
“Henry V,” “Caesar and Cleo- 
patra,” “Great Expectations,” 
“Stairway to Heaven” and “Odd 
Man Out.” 

“We will continue to make these 
prestige pictures because I have 
sufficient faith in the filmgoing 
public to do so.” .He added that he 
doesn’t plan making films compar- 

(Continued on page 63) 


JUDGE REFUSES TO 
BOW OUT IN COLE SUIT 


Hollywood; March 30. 

Federal Judge Leon R. Yank- 
wich overruled a defense motion 
that he disqualify himself in the 
case of Lester Cole suit for rein- 

















also overruled Cole’s attorney's mo- 
tion for immediate reinstatement 
without trial 

Metro’s motion for disqualifica- 
tion, said the judge, expressed sym- 
pathy for Cole and others of the 
“Hollywood 10” at social gather- 
ing. For the record, six affidavits 
denying asserted statements were 
presented by the judge. 


U-I Pays $250,000 For 
Hellinger Properties 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Mark Hellinger estate, through 
its executors, sold five story prop- 
erties and the contracts of two ac- 
tors to Universal-International for 
$250,000. Stories include four 
originals: Arthur Cohn’s “Dis- 
barred” Gordon Macker’s “Race 
Track,” Phil Epstein’s “Mistakes 
Will Happen” and Jerry D. Lewis’ 
“Twinkle, Twinkle,’ plus Forest 
Rosaire’s novel, “East of Mid- 
night.” Actors are Howard Duilf 
and Don Taylor. 

Johnny Hyde, as liquidator of 
the estate for Mrs. Hellinger 
(Gladys Glad), and Martin Gang 
and the Bank of America, as execu- 
tors, have d sed of assets 
amounting to $520,000 since Hel- 
linger’s death. Sales include “Act 
of Violence,” “Criss Cross,” 
“Knock on Any Door” and various 
Ernest Hemingway stories. Mean- 
while, Hyde will continue to rep- 
resent the executors in handling 
the bulk of the remaining estate, 
which consists of six films in dis- 
tribution. Among them are “The 
Naked City,” “Brute Force,” 
“Swell Guy” and “The Killers.” 











British Tax Settlement No Panacea 
For Lowered Film Rentals—Smith 





CBS Producer Doubles 


As N.Y. Pie Director 


Fletcher Markel, CBS staff pro- 
ducer, starts doubling next week as 
director of a feature for Tower 
Pictures, It'll be filmed in New 
York. Titled “The Vicious Circle,” 
it’s a murder thriller based upon 
a hate campaign. Vincent McCon- 
nor, CBS staff scripter, is collabo- 
rating with Markel on the screen- 
play, adapted from an original by 
John Roeburt. No release is set. 

Leading parts-will be played by 
Garry Merrill, Anne Seymour, Ray- 
‘mond Edward Johnson and Hester 
|Sondergaard. Because. of Markel’s 
iradio schedule this “Studio One” 
lseries airs Tuesday nights), no 
'shooting will be done Mondays or 
Tuesdays. Before joining the net- 
work, Markel directed documenta- 
ries in England, and he also screen- 
played “Salome” for Alexander 
Korda, based on a character sketch 
of Oscar Wilde. 


U Expects $500,000 As 
Its Share of ‘Naked City’ 


From Its 3 Mos. at Cap 


With Mark Hellinger’s “Naked 
City” continuing to roll up ultra- 
heavy grosses at~* the Capitol, 
Broadway showcase, Universal's 
sales toppers are now expecting to 
extract $500,000 in film rentals 
from that house alone. Pic is 
figured to run three months at 
that deluxer and to turn in an over- 
all $1,000,000 in rentals from the 
entire metropolitan area. In its 
first three weeks, “Naked” grossed 
$375,000 at the Capitol with a 
| breakdown of $147,000 during the 
initial week; $125,000 during the 
second; and $102,918 in the third. 

In line with its new policy of 
backing the big ones to the hilt, 
U is grooving big advertising out- 
lays for the film. 

Company thinks the film will 
cop the top rung as U’s ali-time 
top grosser with a domestic take 
better than the $5,100,000 which 
“The Egg and I” has amassed to 
date. Take of “Egg,” in turn, is 
double that of any previous Uni- 
versal film. “Naked” has done 
better in the comparative spots so 
far played. 

First week at the Esquire and 
Orpheum, San Francisco, grossed 
$34,019. Five Los Angeles houses 
totaled $67,459 during first week 
playoffs and $48,978 in the second 
stanza. Opening 














day at the Stan- 
ley, . netted $5,067 
which was only by “Jolson 
Story,” which $5,200. 





statement as a writer at Metro. He, SMALL’S CREDITS BEEF 


ENDS DEAL WITH EL 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Dispute over screen credits on 
“T-Men” led Edward Small to 
notify Eagle Lion that he was 
terminating his releasing deal 
with the studio. One more, Small 
picture, “Raw Deal,” will be han- 
dled by EL, but Small is deieting 
names of Bryan Foy as executive 
producer and Aubrey. Schenck as 
producer from the credits. 

Small declared EL was taking 
credit in advertising and news re- 
leases for the production of “T- 
Men” and playing down his own 
part in making the film. As a re- 
sult of the dispute, a deal under 
which Small was to take over 
“Twelve Against the Underworld” 
and produce it for Eagle Lion re- 
lease was called off. - 

Producer’s next film will be 
|\“FBI Versus Scotland Yard,” 
'which goes before the cameras 
May 1 with a Columbia release set. 
| His “Life of Rudolph Valentino” 
'will be distributed by United 
Artists while 20th-Fox will handle 
his “War Path” and “Leather 
Stockings.” 


Ellison, Barnett 








+ U. S. exhibitors can expect 
breaks in the way of Siatatent 
rentals as a result of the British 
tax settlement. According to 20th- 
Fox sales chief Andy W. Smith, Jr. 
Rac gre se Fat a of our 
an ck 
domestic market.” —— 
Exhibs’ hepeful reaction to the 
tax peace was contained last week 
in a bulletin issued by Allied 
Rocky Mountain Independent 
Theatres. Group declared the set- 
tlement would strike a blow to the 
sales pitch of distribs, who alleg- 
edly have been aiming in the last 
few months to get their indie cus- 
tomers to pay for “loss” of the 
British market. But such is not 
to be, according to Smith. 


He declared the tax peace would 
mean some easing of the U. S. 
market, but pointed out that most 
of the foreign market outside Eng- 
land is still suffering from the im- 
pact of quota laws, frozen revenue, 
ete. “Consequently,” he said, “we 
still need as much help as possible 
from our domestic distribution.” 
He cited the majors’ former de- 
pendence for their margin of profit 
on Britain and other foreign coun- 
tries as a mistake in the first place, 
declaring that “we should never 
have got away from seeking 100% 
of our profits in the U. S.” 


As a result, Smith said, 20th will 
continue to sell its product in this 
country based on what the com- 
pany thinks the pictures are worth 
and the ability of theatres to pay. 
“Our business,” he said, “should 
be run like any other business. 
When we need additional consider- 
ation for our product, we'll go to 
our customers and ask for it, just 
like salesmen in any other busi- 
ness would do. In return, we'll 
cooperate in the same way with 
our customers. That’s the basic 
form of ‘barter’ on which any busi- 
ness must be run.” 


Pointing up the new stake the 
majors have in the amount of play- 
ing time rolled up by British films 
in this country, Smith declared the 
tax settlement should prove an in- 
centive to U. S. exhibs to give 
4 more favorable consideration to 
British pictures.” He scoffed at 
reports that more bookings for 
British films on U. S. screens wou!d 
mean less time for domestic prod- 
uct, declaring there’s still enough 
playing time available for all. 

As for 20th, the company has not 
yet arranged to release more pic- 
tures turned out by British pro- 
ducers Marcel Hellman and Sir 
Alexander Korda than were called 
for in the original contracts. Hell- 
man is presently huddling with 
20th exees in New York on an ex- 
tension of his pact, which expires 
following release of the next two, 

Meet Me at Dawn” and “This Was 
a Woman.” Korda contract, orig- 
inally calling for 14 films in four 
years, was extended to include two 
more pictures before the tax prob- 
lem was settled. No further com- 
mitments, , are contem- 
plated at this time. 


Sorrell, 8 Others 
Cleared by Court 
In 1946 Indictment 


Hollywood, March 30. 

California’s superior court has 
quashed a 16-month old indictment 
against Herbert Sorrell and eight 
other officials of the Conference 
of Studio Unions on charges stem- 
ming from strike violence in the 
studio strike of 1946. Men were 
indicted on charges of criminal 
conspiracy to violate the court's 
order to limit the number of 
pickets before each studio. Judge 
| William R. McKay ruled there was 
‘no valid evidence presented before 
the county grand jury. 

Indictment, originally returned 
Nov. 22, 1946, named 14 defendants 
on charges of conspiracy, unlawful 
assembly, assault with deadly 
weapons, refusal to disperse and 
extortion. Charges, which arose 
from picketing at Metro, Columbia, 
20th-Fox and Universal, were 








Form Oater Indie tn 


Hollywood, March 30. 

James Ellison and Vince Barnett 
formed an indie producing unit to 
make a series of low-budget oaters 
in which they will double as thesps 
‘and producers. 
| Company, backed by a Chicago 
_banRroll, is negotiating for a re- 
jlease outlet. 





“mmed by defense motions. Five 
of the defendants were freed fel- 
lewing a petition to the state 
supreme court. 

Besides Sorrell, defendants freed 
of charges were Earl C. Head, 
Mattew Mattison, Edward N. Gil- 
bert, Andrew Lawless, Russell 
McKnight, Norval Crutcher, John 
i Martin and Louis Whitman. 
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Indie Exhibs Warned on British Pix 
Pitch: Would Balk Distrib Pressure 





“If we can make money on a* 
British film, we'll book it, but if 
its b. o. prospects look doubtful, 
we'll pass it up regardless of the 
distributors’ pressure.” That’s the 
consensus of indie exhibs, ex- 
pressed during the past week. In 
line with this thought are words | 
of caution passed to theatremen by 
various units affiliated with Allied. 

Looking into its crystal ball, Al- 
lied Rocky Mountain Independent 
Theatres predicts in its current 
bulletin that American exhibs “are | 
about to be pitched one of tbe fast- 
est curve balls in the historv of 
super-salesmanship. You will be 
asked to run more British films 
than ever before. Every distribu- 
tor will have a bushel basket of 
| a 

Advancing a hypothetical sales 
pitch, ARMIT claims the distribs | 
will argue that if exhibs don’t play 
British pix, so little money will 
be taken from England that “our 
production will suffer’ and the 
theatre op will be hurt in the long 
run. 

Allied of Kansas and Missouri 
also warns the indie exhibs to be 
wary of British pictures. It recalls 
that terms of the recent tax ad- 
justment provide that the $17,000,- 
000 freed for American film earn- 
ings in Britain are to be augment- 
ed by revenue gleaned by British 
pix here. Hence, “pressure on you 
to buy English pictures is going 
to be very great, so keep your eyes 
and ears open!” 


SKOURAS, SILVERSTONE 
ALSO MULL ITALO PROD. 


Twentieth-Fox prexy Spyros 
Skouras and International 
chief Murray Silverstone will scout 
the possibility of producing one 
film in Italy during the coming 
year on their current trip. to Eu- 
rope. Silverstone, who sailed Satur- 





} 





Loew’s in Expendable 


Appeal on Damage Suit 
Boston, March 30. 

Loews, Inc., filed notice of intent | 

to appeal the $3,000 Federal court | 

award to Lt. Cmdr. Robert B. 


e ? 
Pix as ‘Peace Weapon 
Hollywood, March 30. 
Plea for the use of motion pic- 
tures as “weapons for peace” was 
made by Jean Benoit-Levy, direc- 


tor of the United Nations’ films 
and visual information bureau. 


He asked not for propaganda 
films but for popular education pic- 
tures that can be understood by 
people in theatres throughout the 
world. 








Kelly of Malden in connection 
with the Navy 
suit for damages as a result of his | 
characterization in “They Were} 
Expendable” (M-G). 

Among the points relied on to 
sustain the appeal.to the U. S. 


circuit court of appeals are that | 


Loew’s has not shown the film 
since the war ended, that the film 
was within the authority and con- 


sent of the plaintiff, that evidence | 


doesn’t warrant a finding that the 
audience recognized the plaintiff as | 


|participating, or that the plaintiff | 


is less estimable in the film than 
he was in W. L. White’s book of 
the same name. 


Foreign Distribs Seeking 
Exclusive Theatre Deals 
To Show Their Pix in B.A. 


Buenos Aires, March 24. 

Cinematografiea Inter-Americana 
has lined up the Select Lavalle, 
along Buenos Aires’ film row in 
centre of the city, for release of its | 
Spanish-speaking lineup through-| 
out 1948. The theatre has been re-| 
modeled to seat 1,200 and the bill | 
is to change weekly with Latin-| 
American made pix being shown | 
exclusively. Mexican-made ‘“Bel}| 
Ami” was released for the teeoff 
March 11. Another Mexican pic- 
ture, “Casate y Veras,” will follow. 





method of lining up exclusive deals 
with specific theatres in order to 
insure the release of their pix, as 





day (27) aboard the Queen Eliza 
beth, declined to furnish any de- 
tails but declared preliminary 
planning for the one-film deal was 
well under way. 

Silverstone was originally sched- 
uled to accompany Skouras by 
plane Monday (29) but switched 
to the boat in a last-minute change 
of plans. He’ll meet Skouras in 
London when the Elizabeth docks 
and the two wjll continue their 
junket from there. They’re sched- 
uled to survey the 20th-owned 
studios in London, which were 
bombed out during the war, as a 
preliminary to resuming British 
production in light of the recent 
tax settlement. 

Duo will also visit Paris and 
other cities on the Continent. Sil- 
verstone is due back in three 
weeks, but no date has been set 
for Skouras’ return. 


ABP to Deliver Six 
_ To WB in Two Years 


Associated British Pictures, Ltd., 
will deliver six films to Warners 
for U.S. distribution within the 
next two years, according to ABP 
chairman Sir Philip A. Warter, 
who sailed for Britain, Saturday 
(27) aboard the Queen Elizabeth 
after a six-week visit in New York 
and the Coast. Pictures are to be 
financed by ABP while WB will 
assist their production by lending 
some of its stars. 

While on the Coast Warter 
huddled with Jack and Harry War- 
ner on a possible overall British 
production program between the 
two companies. ABP, partly owned 
by Warners, has spent $5,000,000 
in rebuilding its studios at Elstree 
and, in addition, has three stages 
available at Welwyn. It’s figured 
that everything would be in readi- 
ness should the WB top brass de- 
cide to give the greenlight to film- 
making in England. + 

Aside from using some of its 
frozen rental- pounds at ABP’s 
studios, Warners is the sole owner 
of the Teddington studios, which 
were completely revamped earlier 
this year. Two-stage plant, prior 
to the tax adjustment, had been 
rented out to small British indies, 
but the space now fits into what- 
ever production projects WB may 
work out. 

Meanwhile, proposed joint film- 

making deals of Warners‘and ABP, 
await finalization. next June, when 





firstrun houses are all tied up with 
Hollywood distribs and have to 
‘cope as well with the enforcement 
decree which obliges them to show 
Argentine pix at least one week in 
every month. 

The Biarritz is due to reopen to- 
morrow (17), after a fold for re- 
pairs: and renewal of equipment, 
and will specialize in French pix. 


RKO FOREIGN EXECS 
HUDDLE AT STUDIO 


Hollywood, March 30. 

RKO’s foreign toppers are due 
in town this week for huddles with 
N. Peter Rathvon and Dore Schary 
on the studio’s future policy under 
conditions entailed by the recent 
tax settlemenf in England. 

Taking part in the conferences 
will be Phil Reisman, head of for- 
eign . distribution; Robert Wolff, 
managing director for the United 
Kingdom, and Jack Osserman, 
Latin American supervisor. 


Asher Also Getting On 
Brit. Prod. Bandwagon 


Hollywood, Mareh 30, 
Irving Asher, with nearly 15 
years of experience in British pro- 
duction, expects to ink deal with 
a major company this week as 
head of British production. If deal 
is okayed, it’s understood he’ll also 
produce on his own in England. 
Asher was formerly with Warner 
Bros. in England for nine year: 








He produced “Tartu” for Metro 
and was associated with Sir Alex- 
ander Korda in three pictures. He 
also has his own British production 
company. 


SWG Okays $25,000 Fee 





Hollywood, March 30. 
Members of the Screen Writers 
Guild voted 236 to 164 to pay Thur- 
man Arnold $25,000 to $35,000 for 
legal services in forthcoming ac- 
tions by the “unfriendly 10,” who 
have been suspended or discharged 
by their studios. Ballot came after 
an all-night debate in which Rich- 
ard Macaulay, Borden Chase and 








Foreign pic distributors in Bu- | 
enos Aires are having to follow this | negotiated deals with the Canadian 


For Arnold in ‘10’ Cases 


officer's $500,000} NY. Managers Union 


Charges RKO Refuses To 
Meet on a New Contract 


Labor dispute between RKO the- 
atres in the New York area and the 


| Motion. Picture Theatre Operating 


Managers & Assistant Managers 
Guild looms April 15 with termina- 
tion of their current two-year pact. 
According to George Dunn, man- 
agers’ guild prez, RKO has refused 
to meet with a union committee for 
the purpose of negotiating a new 
contract. 

Guild, representing about 115 
managers and assistant manavers 
in 42 RKO theatres, is making the 
following demands: closed shop, 


| 30% wage increase, 44 hour week, 
| double-pay for 


overtime, eight 
holidays annually, seniority promo- 
tions and banning use of student 
managers. 











H’wood Circles 


Continued from page 1 








ing a cast composed mainly of 
Americans. Both Small and Co- 
lumbia (Rabinovitch) are using 
their: frozen [Italian lire and also 
the natural Italian locales. 


Canada will also come in for its 
share of U. S. film production. Sev- 
eral of the majors have already 


| government, whereby part of the 
\flow of film earnings to the U. S., 
|estimated at $17,000,000 yearly, 
|will be offset by film production. 
«Canada hopes eventually to see 
production spending equal the 
|}amount of money drained by U. S. 
/ films from the country. 


| Warners last summer shot part 
\of “To the Victor” in France, again 
for the dual purpose of securing 
authentic backgrounds and _ utiliz- 
ing blocked funds. With no frozen 
earnings in Mexico, U. S. produc- 
ers working there are after either 
lower labor costs or natural sets. 
Twentieth-Fox, for example, shot 
much of “Captain from Castile” 
south of the border, where the 
wages of the thousands of extras 
hired was much less than Ameri- 
can extras would have been paid. 
“Castile,” of course, was localed 
in Mexico. RKO is now operating 
its own studios in Churubusco, 
| Mexico, where both Argosy Films’ 
“Fugitive” and Jphn Steinbeck’s 
“Pearl” were lensed. Both are be- 
ing released by RKO. 

Foreign producers, too, have 
gone far afield in an effort to put 
to use frozen funds. Julien Duvi- 
vier, for example, is now scouting 
locales in Tahiti for backgrounding 
“Marriage of Loti,” which he'll 
produce under the banner of Sir 
/Alexander Korda’s London Film 
| Productions. Tahiti is a French 
‘possession. That means that Korda 
will be using his blocked francs to 
produce the film. 

In this country, producers have 
shipped crews to all points of the 
nation for those natural settings, 
with much of the impact of such 
films as 20-Fox’s “Kiss of Death” 








Ss, and Universal’s (Mark Hellinger) 


“Naked City” attributed to the 
fact that pictures were shot in 
| their actual locations, in the latter 
instances in N. Y. City. Other ex- 
amples of the search for authentic 
locales abroad include Warners’ 
lensing of “Berlin Express” in Ber- 
lin and Metro’s production of 
“Search” in both Switzerland and 
the American zone in Germany. 
‘Latter picture was turned out by 
Lazar Wechsier’s Praesens Films. 





French Honor Rathvon 


Hollywood, March 30. 
N. Peter Rathvon, RKO prexy, 
was decorated with the order of 
the French Legion of Honor as a 





other speakers proposed a limit of 


Vote favored a minimum of $25.- 
000 and an additional $10,000 | 





Jack Warner is scheduled to visit 
Britain, © 


under certain conditions aw 
an appeal. - 


‘reward for his work in developin 
$5,000 on the fee for Arnold. | friendly relations this 


between this 
country and France. 

Award was made on the RKO lot 
by Alexandre de Manziarly, French 
consul. 


Eckman Sees Plenty of Studio Space 
In London for US. Production There 


Despite the fact that 
20th-Fox and Warners are the on 


Earl Carroll Plans ‘ i = majors to own their own 
Jap Documentary Pic re renty ote mat here wil stil 
Hollywood, March 30. other producers who plan : = 
Earl Carroll is making a pitch | their blocked English funds fo 
for a major release on a documen- | turning out films. That’s the opi 4 
tary to be made in Japan with align of Sam Eckman, Jr Pe 
native cast. Story will highlight) managing director in England 
activities of subversivg elements | who's now on a visit to the an 
and the general submission of the | office for the first time in ro 
Japs to the American gy f years. sa 
Carroll recently return rom |° According to Eckm: 
Tokyo where he obtained permis- | studios wend a oo - bry 
sion from Gen. MacArthur to shoot pictures a year. It’s extremely 
the picture. He may go to Wash- unlikely, however, that the pea 
ington for official clearance on the currency of any U. S. company will 
| story. approximate enough to finance 
Divorcement, Combines consequently, there will be space 
for other American firms to rent, 
In addition, Eckman voiced the 
ducers for studio space, such as 
Minne=»olis, March 30. /|the RKO-J. Arthur Rank co-pro- 
Although unde: attack at the/duction deal on “So Evil My Love.” 
bines. still carry the independent) the situation is now under dis- 
exhibitors organization approval.| cussion on the Coast in huddles 
The body has made known that it}among British production chief 











such a heavy production schedule, 

For Buying Still Carry ; 
possibility of some U. S. com. 
North Central Allied convention He declined to discuss Metro’s 


Once the M-G studios ‘get rolling, 

’ © ; 2 2 : . ba 6 
Indie Group’s Approval panies tieing in with British pro. 
here, divorcement and buying cem-/ British production plans, declaring 





it’s influence to bring members into|man stressed, though, that Metro 
buying combines. would proceed on the assumption 
| Denounced from the floor for al-/that British economic conditions 
|legedly misrepresenting the mem-/won’t clear sufficiently within the 
bership by taking a prominent part/next two years to permit any 
in the fight for divorcement, Pres-|change in the amount of money 
ident Bennie Berger nevertheless|remittable under the tax agree- 
was unanimously re-elected for a; ment. Production in England via 
fourth term and given a vote of| frozen funds, consequently, will be 
approval. a long term proposition. 
Leaders of the organization de-| Eckman said that Metro, along 
clare their continued faith in the| with the other U. S. companies, 
buying combines despite the fact|has already shipped its first five 
that Col. H. A. Cole of Dallas, vet-|new films to England. They're 
eran national Allied States board | presently being held in bond pend- 
member, and Harold Field, owner|ing the royal assent to the tax 
of a large Iowa theatre circuit and| agreement, but should be released 
co-owner of a deluxe Minneapolis|about the end of April. He ex- 
suburban theatre, insisted that buy-| pressed doubt that there would be 
ing combines have been unable to} any tremendous upsurge in British 
show as good deals as independent; bookings for U. S. films im- 
exhibitors making their own in-| mediately, however, since most cir- 
dividual transactions. cuits are booked until the end of 
Berger was assailed from the|September. “Bel Ami” (David 
floor by Jerry Silver, Cannon Falls,| Loew-Albert Lewin), released by 
Minn., exhibitor who charged that|M-G in England in January, was 
the body’s president misrepresent- | the last new film to be distributed 
ed the wishes of the majority of | there by the company. Since then, 
members in espousing divorcement | Eckman said, Metro has expanded 
and requested that he be rebuked |its reissue program, putting out 
and “turned in the right direction.” | two oldies a month instead of the 


JOHNSTON, RANK TALK one issued previously. 


Ne Nationalization 

Eckman quoted a recent state- 
ment of British Board of Trade 
oF PIX WITH TRUMAN chief Harold Wilson to the effect 
that the British government has 
Washington, March 30. [no intention of nationalizing the 
President Truman got the low-/ film industry. New tax peace, he 
down on pictures last week from /|said, will probably create no 
two industry toppers—Eric John-| change in the government's think- 
sten and J. Arthur Rank. ing. He cited the possibility, how- 
Rank was set up with a White | ever, that the British will establish 
House session past Wednesday (24),/4 government-sponsored film bank 

shortly before he trained out for}t 9 finance production. 
the Coast. He discussed the gen-| wetro’s 16m biz in England, ac- 
eral picture situation and claimed cording to Eckman, is progressing 
he found the President “very | satisfactorily. Company has 
warm-hearted and sympathetic. agreed not to release any 16m film 
Following day, Johnston reported | theatrically within a two-mile 
to Mr. Truman on the details of| pagius of the nearest 35m situa- 
the plan to lift the 75%. British tion. Because of the compactness 
bite on our pix, plus other devel- of the island, he said, the ruling 
opments. One feature was the makes it difficult to operate. To 
effect om pictures abroad of the | distribute 16m product within the 
new international developments. |iwomile limit can be done only 


with the approval of Cine- 
~ matograph Exhibitors Assn. 
3 Anglo-US. Pr oductions the CEA objects, the gt once Fo 
° ° ° put up for adjudication ore 
Reviewed in This Issue Joint conciliation committee, con 
Footnote to the present surge to- | PTising reps of CEA and the 


ward American production in Eng- tributors’ organizations. 
land is the coincidental release in 


Britain last week of three pictures Canada 
made there by U. S. companies or | Cowan Heads Rank 
with their financial aid. Films are 




















“The First Gentleman” (Colum- Relations; Lawrie, Odeon 
bia), “Snewbound” (RKO) and Toronto, March 30. 
“Escape” (20th-Fox). Coincident with visit here of J. 


They are all reviewed from Lon- 
don in this issue of VARIETY, Opin- 
ion points up the stand taken by 
many U.S. picture execs that 
American production in England 
will be no royal road to unfreezing 
coin held there under the new 
Anglo-U. S. films agreement. 

“Only one of the films, “Escape,” 
is rated for good business in the 
U. S. That was achieved by 20th 
through providing from Hollywood 
its own screenplay, producer, di- 
rector and stars. Both of the top 
names, Rex Harrison and Peggy 
Cummins, happen to be British, 
but both have played in American 
films and thus have had the benefit 

(Continued on page 24) 


Arthur Rank, all his public rela- 
tions and promotional activities in 
Canada will now be coordinated 
under direction of James A. 
Cowan, according to Hon. J. Earl 
Lawson, head of the various Rank 
interests in the Dominion. To be 
emphasized is the selling and pro- 
motion through the 120 Odeon 
houses across Canada of both 
American and British films being 
handled by the Rank chain. 

Cowan has been named director 
of publicity and public relations 
for the J. Arthur Rank Organiza~ 
tion: Archie Lawrie assumes same 
taz for Odeon Theatres of Canada. 
Larry Graburn continues as direc- 
tor of advertising for Odeon. 

















will press for divorcement and use! Ben Goetz and studio officials. Eck- , 
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Breakdown of Releases 


Company-by-company breakdown of releases for the first and 
second quarters of '48 are listed herewith: 


West.- Total for West.- T’L. for 

Co. Color Act. Ist quar. Color Act. 2d quar. 
Columbia ....++.++-. 3 4 15 1 3 13 
Warner Bros. ....... 1 7 i 10 
Metro .....-+- coocee | 8 3 9 
20th-Fox ...... ieee 2 a 2 13 
Universal ....... soos 2 8 1 8 
UWA ..-+-+- ereseeces ny 2 I 8 
BRO ....--ecereeees ; i 8 i 5 
Paramount .......... 3 5 7 
Eagle Lion .......... 2 3 15 1 i 10 
Republic ............ 2 8 1 3 8 
Monogram os de sece 2 it » 3 12 
Film Classics ........ 5 3 r 6 





Chi Theatre Building Stalled B 
Jackson Park, Divorcement Threat 


Se 











Chicago, March 30. *? 


Chicago, which has had no new 
film theatre construction in the 
last seven years, with the excep- 
tion of Drive-Ins, may spénd sev- 
eral million dollars for new houses 
if congress lifts the building ban. 
Most of the construction will be in 
the suburbs. Check with Chi per- 
mit office discloses that no com- 

anies have asked to build new | 
nee within the city. 

Balaban & Katz officials, while | 
admitting that planning of new 
houses was underway, indicated | 
none would be in the Chi area. | 
Neglect of the Chi area stems from 
fact that B&K feels its operations 
are hampered here under the 
Jackson Park decree and that it 
would be unwise, at present, to 
make plans until. decree gives it 
more leeway. Theatres to go up, 
fn most cases, are those replacing 
houses downstate and in other 





Millennium 
Hollywood, March 30. 
Paramount ran into a strange 
condition in these economical 
days — a shortage of actors. 
One scene in “The Great Gats- 
by” was delayed two days be- 
cause of difficulty in hiring 
200 atmosphere and bit play- 
ers. 
'Thesps in these classifica- 
tions are in heavy demand. 


UA OK’s O’seas 
Distribution Plan 





_——_ 
ccna 





UP 1 OVER IST 
QUARTER MARK 


Major film companies, with few 
exceptions, have set heavy releas- | 
ing schedules for the second-quar- | 
ter of 1948 with total product | 
hitting a grandslam figure of 73 
films for the April-June period. | 
If advance plans hold, that total | 
will be 11 more than the 62 pix | 
which reached exchanges for gen- 
eral release during the first | 
stanza stretch. 





In all, majors and | 
minors will send 109 films to U. S. | 
flickeries against 101 in the Jan- | 
uary-March period. 


Five majors are stepping up 
their tempo in the next three | 
months. Of these, sharpest in- | 


crease is by United Artists which | 
plans eight releases against a bare 
two during the first quarter. 
Warner Bros. is hypoing to 10 its 
pix from a previous seven; 20th- 
Fox to 13, from 9; Paramount to 
7‘from 5; and Metro to 9 from 8. 
Aside from number, no great 
change in bracketing of pix is dis- 
closed in current releasing plans. | 
For the majors, there will be seven | 
Technicolor films and two Cine- | 
color during the coming three | 
months, almost identical to the | 
eight Techni and one Cine pix re- 
leased in the first quarter 
year. British films continue scat- | 
tered with five Anglo pix heading | 
for the screens in the coming | 
quarter and six reaching them dur- 
ing the initial three months. 
Majors turned out eight western- 
actioners during the first stanza. 
That number is whittled to six 
for the next period. There'll be a 
slight boost in the minor leagues 
where the smaller companies plan 





of the | 








Assent has been received by 


cities that were formerly leased | United Artists from virtually all | 


and on which B&K and Great 
States (downstate Par chain) have 
lost their lease. 

Other leading circuits have no 
immediate building. plans. One 
circuit head, affiliated with a pro- 


ducing firm, said that such plans | 


would be obviously held in abey- 
ance until Supreme Court ruled on 
divorcement. 

On the west and northwest side 
of Cook county, two Drive-Ins are 
being built, and two more are in 

(Continued on page 17) 


Rep’s $5-$8 Pay Tilts 





Mark 5th SOPEG Accord. 


Fifth in the series of wage tilt 
awards for the Screen Office & 


its producers to the plan broached 
last week by which it would give | 


|up its own offices in three foreign 


territories. 
to license 


Company is planning 
a local distrib in each 


jarea to handle its films. | 


| 


‘operations were unprofitable and 


Move, put to the producers’ reps 
in New York last week by foreign 
topper Arthur W. Kelly, applies to 
China, Palestine and Egypt. It fol- 
lows similar action in Spain about 
a year ago and Mexico last month. 

In each ease, UA claimed, its 


the producers would be served 
equally well or better by distribs 
with local political savvy. UA will 
also keep its own man on the scene 
to okay contracts. 

Operation in Egypt will be re- 
turned to the samg distrib who 


eight in that bracket for the nexi” 
three months against a total of 
six for the first quarter. 
Synchronized with the combined 
(Continued on page 17) 


Ex-Biz Mer. Gets 1-10 Yrs. 
For $10,000 Absconding 


Los Angeles, March 30. 
Paul Behrman, former business 
manager for film players, was 
found guilty of grand theft and. 
sentenced to serve from one to 10 

years in San Quentin. : 
He was charged with taking 
$10,000 from a writer, Wanda 
Schoemann, by representing that 
it was a loan to Anne Nichols. 
Evidence showed that Miss Nichols 





16m Film Shortage May Be Caused 
By Army-Navy Rawstock Pileup 





Steel Shortage 
Hollywood, March 30. 
The international situation 
is felt on the film lots. 
There is an increasing dif- 
ficulty in obtaining steel for 
set construction. 


Telepix Pro 
Problem in N. Y. 


New York's cramped studio facil- 
ities are now presenting a major 
headache to both large-scale and 
small fry producers of pix for tele- 
vision only. Two tele-picmakers in 
the field, Jerry Fairbanks and 
United World Films, 16m subsid of 
Universal, have engaged in some 











feverish scurrying of late to ease | 


their own studio problems. So far, 
it’s been learned, neither have been 
able to secure the right space for 
their ambitious production plans. 

Fairbanks, it’s reported, has his 
hook out for the old Edison studios 
in the Bronx. Both CBS and NBC 
are aiso reported flirting with the 
Edison owners with the idea of 
solving their telepix riddle by ac- 
quiring that lot. 

Full-size stages used ordinarily 
for theatrical features aren’t adapt- 
able for tele films, it’s said. First 
they’re too arge for the modest re- 
quirements of pix made solely for 
| video. Setondly, they’re too ex- 
pensive in view of the still limited 
returns available on films made for 
itele. Hence, Pathe’s new studios in 
|Manhattan are considered no real 
|answer to the stumper. 


Most of the smaller studios now 
jin use for commercial and indus- 
trial pix are also out for differem 
|reasons. Objection to them, it’s 
‘said, is because they’re mostly non- 
union in operation. Producers, 
therefore, wouldn’t be able to bring 
in their union cameramen, tech- 
nicians, etc. 

One producef, faced with the 


to make a series of six tele shorts. 
In that instance, it wasn’t only the 
space problem but also the need to 
keep the nut to a record low. Cam- 
eraman was made a partner and 
entire cost of the six didn’t come 





knew nothing about it. 








handled it before UA opened its | 


ofessional Employees Guild, 80 | own branches about five years ago. | 


to much more than $2,000. 





+ Unexplained 


problems, actually took to a cellar } 


white collarites at Republic’s home | That’s Raissi brothers, who operate | 
Office have received increases of $5 | the Ideal Motion Picture Co. In | 
to $8, retroactive to Sept. 27, 1947. | Palestine it will be Norman Lurie | 
Under a wage reopening clause in | who, prior to the war, was general 

the union contract, SOPEG has ar- | manager of his father’s 20th Cen- | 


Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, March 30. 











Metro has June Allyson, Janet 


bitrations currently pending with 


20th-Fox, Paramount, and National 


Sereen Service. 

Similar arbitration cases involv- 
ing the Screen Publicists Guild 
and Warner Bros. and RKO are 


Slated to open in the middle of | 


April. Meanwhile, SPG voted to 
assess each member a flat 20°. of 
their back pay awards in order to 
defray the expense of arbitration. 





House Kills Lewis Bill 
Over Allied Opposition 
Washington, March 30. 

They buried the Lewis bili! here 
last week. when a House Judiciary 
Committee voted 5 to 1 to-kill the 
measure, with only its sponsor, 
Rep. Earl Lewis (R., O.), recom- 
mending that it be s@nt on favor- 
ably to the full House Judiciary 
Committee. And even Lewis admit- 

d quietly to his colleagues that 
© would not be mad if they voted 
against him. ’ 

The bill, which had the backing 
of the Allied States Assn. of Ex- 
hibitors, would have shifted re- 
Sponsibility for paying the ASCAP 
Seat tax from the theatres to the 
film producers, 

Lewis told newsmen that what 
Motivated the committee to vote 
against the bill was the fact that 
the e<hibito-s themselves were di- 
Vided about it, 


tury circuit in South Africa. He | Ronald Reagan draws the male 


(Continued on page 20) 


Urge Fed. Admish Tax 
Be Switched to Munys 


Chicago, March 30. 

Immediate repeal of the Federal 
admission tax so that source of 
revenue can be taken over by 
municipalities was urged by a spe- 
‘cial committee of the U. S. Confer- 
‘ence of Mayors in sessions here 
'Thursday (25). Burden of mayors’ 





lead in “Fighter Command,” which 
Jerry Wald will produce at War- 
ners.. H. V. Kaltenborn, news 
commentator, will play himself in a 
sequence of Roy Del Ruth’s “The 
Babe Ruth Story”...Paramount 
signed Ken Murray's Elderlovelies, 
chorus gals ranging in age from 60 
to 72, for roles in “Isn’t It Roman- 
tic’... Metro has ordered 450 
prints of “Homecoming” and a 
similar number for “State of the 
Union” to fill the demand for early 
playing dates. 

Enterprise borrowed Louis Jour- 
dan from Vanguard to co-star with 





beef was that Federal and state |; i; paimer and Dana Andrews in 
governments have grabbed off the “No Minor Voices”. ..Walter Mo- 
most productive forms of taxation, |;o9cse9 draws production reins en 
leaving cities to struggle along on |The Frightened Child” at 20th- 
the crams, __ |Fox . Faith Domergue and Donald 
Attending the huddle in addition | pyKe recalled for more added 
to Chicago’s Mayor Kennelly were | scenes on Howard Hughes’ “Ven- 
Aloysius Kaufman, St. Louis; | getta”.. “Beyond Glory” is the 
David Lawrence, Pittsburgh, and |new tag on “The Long Grey Line” 
George Welsh, Grand Rapids, | ,¢ paramount... Max Opuls_ will 
Mich., prexy of the conference. 
Moline’s 4‘: Tax 
Moline, Ill., March 30. 


duced by Wolfgang Reinhardt at 
Enterprise . Adele Jergens_ will 
play a dual role in “Ladies of the 

Moline last week became the |Chorus” at Columbia . Richard 
latest enlistee in the ranks of cities /Maibaum will produce “Mask for 
passing picture admission levies. | Lucretia’ at Paramount when he 
City council slapped a 4°¢ tax on’ winds his current job, The ireat 
six houses starting April 3. , 'Gatsby”  W. Lee Wilder's nexi 

Revenue will be used to indie production will be “Sheppey, 





meet 


budget deficits and hire additional based on a play by W. Somerse 
jmen for the police force. 


| Maugham. 


direct “Wild Calendar,” to be pro-4for Roy Rogers. . . 


Leigh, Elizabeth Taylor and Mar- 
|garet O’Brien lined up for roles in 
“Little Women”...Aynd Rand 
checked in at Warners to screen- 
play her own novel, “The Fountain- 
head”... Robert Stevenson, re- 
cently returned from London, will 
direct ‘“‘Weep No More” at RKO... 
Mecca Graham, former business 
manager for Marilyn Miller, will 
be technical adviser on “Silver 
Lining” at Warners...Steve Sles- 
inger in town to negotiate fof the 
production of a new “Red Rider” 
series. 

Robert Cummings and Eugene 
Frenke wound their first indie. pro- 
duction, ‘“Let’s Live a Little,” $25,- 
000 under budget, with “Passport 
|to Love” slated as their next. ... 
Buster Keaton signed to write gags 
|'and comedy dialog for Metro. ... 





Enterprise making a pitch for stage | 


' space in England to produce “Pur- 

suit of Love.” . . .Republic bought 
/ “Grand Canyon Serenade,” written 
_by Gerald Garaghty, as an oater 
. Twenty ski 
| jumpers, foreign and domestic, 
| have been signed for snow scenes 

in Sun Valley for the 20th - Fox 
| picture, “That Wonderful Urge.” 


_. . Robert Wilmot will direct “I | 


Am the Law,” a George A. Hirli- 
man production, starting May 10, 
in New York. . Danny Kaye 
checked in at Warners for huddles 
on “Happy Times,” his first tune- 
| film on the Burbank lot. 


shortage of 16m 
rawstock since the beginning of 
the year is being laid by film firms 


to Army and Navy stockpiling. 
Major companies which sell abroad 
in the narrow gauge, as well as 


documentary, indusirial and com- 
mercial users, have had their op- 
erations tremendously slowed by 
|the sudden and mysterious disap- 
| pearance from the market of stock. 
| There was a shortage during the 
war, when military and naval 
forces were using up large quan- 





ltities for reconnaisance work, 
| training films, x-rays and other 
|uses. From the end of hostilities, 


| however, until last December, 
'commercial users were getting all 
;the supplies they wanted 

Eastman and other manufactur- 
ers, queried by film-makers, de- 
|clare that the shortage is due to 
nothing more than increased pub- 
lic demand. They say, for instance, 
that public health x-ray programs 
are using up much of the stock 
i|that might be going to film com- 
| panies; that there’s much greater 
|amateur use of 16m cameras; that 
there are many more commercial 
and training films being made, etc. 

Toppers for major distribs agree 
to all that but don’t figure that 
what was a plenitude could have 
changed to a shortage overnight, if 
it had just resulted from an ex- 
pansion of normal demands. The 
only way they figure it is that 
someone has interposed large or- 
ders on the manufacturers and 
those orders are being given pri- 
ority. 


Studios Match Headlines 
With Anti-Red Films 


Hollywood, March 30. 


Communism, once avoided as a 
film theme, is getting a heavy play 
among major and independent pro- 
ducers. In addition to 20th-Fox’s 
“The Iron Curtain,” which is com- 
pleted except for the recording, 
half a dozen lots are readying films 
dealing with the Red situation in 
one way or another. 


John Sutherland is currently 
conferring with Gen. William Don- 
ovan in New York on “I Was a 
Communist,” which will be pro- 
duced for United Artists release. 
Louis de Rochemont’s first docu- 
mentary for Metro will be based’ 
on Communism in this country. 
Metro also has “‘The Red Danube” 
on its schedule, and indie produ- 
cers are preparing “Portrait of an 
American Communist” and “I Mar- 
ried a Communist.” Meanwhile, 
Warners has set an April 10 re- 
lease date on “To the Victor,” 
which has an _ anti-Communistic 
slant. 

















C.0.D. Test Won By 
Exhib on Pic Debt 


Minneapolis, March 30. 


In a test case, a district court 
jury here decided that an exhibi- 
tor who has paid for a picture is 
entitled to receive it even though 
he may owe for other films con- 
tracted for yet unplayed and un- 
dated. It awarded Frank Woskie, 
former independent neighborhood 
exhibitor, $50, the price of Univer- 
sal’s “Lady on a Train,” which he 
previously had paid for but which 
was sent him C.O.D. because he 
hadn’t fulfilled contract: 


Woskie also was suing Univer- 
|/sal for an unspecified amount of 





| damages because he kept his the- 
| atre closed for two days rather 
ithan accept the shipment C.O.D. 
| Concurring in the defense’s con- 
| tention that Woskie could have 
| telephoned to another exchange 
| for a substitute feature picture, 
| the jury refused to award him any 
| damages. 

Combating “this prevalent prac- 
tice” of shipping film C.O.D. for 
claimed indebtedness other than 
that of the cost of the picture in- 
volved, North Central Allied back- 
-ed Woskie in his suit, providing 
i counsel for him. 
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There’s no limit to what | 
you'll do with this great “ey 
box-office attraction! | 
Get ready now to push | | 
it and hold it! ——, : 
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Fugi ive Sets Pace of New L.A. Pix, 


Cooper $14,500, Omaha 


Omaha, March 30. 
Sudden small blizzard Friday af- 


Hub Remembers Manta’ Torrid $27,000: 


‘four spots, and will add fair $5,500 


60-$1)—“‘Bambi” (RKO) 


Wham at $29,000; 
Bride’ Slim 436, 


Garnering major n | 
among new bills here this week is | 
“The Fugitive,” which will hit 
great $29,000 or near in two fairly 
amall theatres. ‘April Showers” | 

hapes okay at $50,000 in three | 

ouses. “Bishop's Wife,” playing | 
at top prices in two spots, shapes | 
only fair with $35,000. 

“Bride Goes Wild” looks mild 
Rsve in three situations. Re-| 


ssue of “Bambi” will be nice $33,- 
00 in five locations, mostly small- | 
eaters. ‘‘Man of Evil” shapes slow 
17,500 in four small spots. 
“Naked City” still is fine $35,000 
five situations, third frame. | 
econd week of ‘“Gentleman’s | 
Agreement” is only okay $36,500 In | 
for first week in fifth house. Final | 
eight days of “Mating Millie” on | 


gecond week looks nifty $34,000 in | 60-80)—“Mating Millie” (Col) and} “Cass Timberlane” (M-G) and “Hat 


two locations. 
Estimates for This Week 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 60-$1)— 
“Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) and) 
“Western Heritage” (RKO). Oke} 


$4,000. Last week, ‘““Gay Ranchero”’ 
(Rep) and “Discovery” (FC) (6 
days), $1,600. 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (826; 65-$1)—‘Man | 
of Evil” (UA). Slow $3,000. Last | 
week, “Angels Have Wings” (Col) | 
and “Coast Guard” (Col) (reissues), 
thin $3,000. 

Carthay Circle (1,518; 60-$1) 
—‘‘Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th). 
Fair $5,500. Last week, ‘“North- 
side” (20th) and “Live Again” 
(20th) (2d wk), medium $5,000. 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: | 
(2d | 
Down to $9,500 or better. | (6 days), $1,700. 


60-$1)—“‘Agreement” (20th) 


wk). 
Last week, fancy $19,100. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1)—~ 
“Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) and 


“Western Heritage” (RKO). Okay 


‘Showers’ $50,000, 


|and 
attention | Pleasant $13,000. Last week, “Gay 





‘Bishop's Fair 356! 
“Western Heritage” (RKO). 
Ranchero” (Rep) and “Discovery” 
(FC) (6 days), only $5,300. 

Palace (D’town) (1,226; 60-$1)— 





| “Fugitive” (RKO). Big $19,500. Last 


week, subsequent-run. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)—) 


|“Mating of Millie” (Col) and “Re-| 


turn Whistler’ (Col) (2d 
Pleasing $16,000 in 8 days. 
week, brisk $21,700. 


wk). | 


Last | 


Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 60-$1) 
—“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO). Fair| 
$21,000. Last week, “Saigon” (Par) | 


| 
| 


and “Mr. Reckless” (Par) (3d wk), 
closed at $11,200. | 

Paramount Hollywood (F & M)| 
(1,451; 60-$1)—‘“Bishop’s Wife’ | 
(RKO). Good $14,000. Last week, | 
“Saigon” (Par) ahd “Mr. Reckless” | 
(Par) (3d wk), finaled at $7,800. 

RKO Hilistreet (RKO) (2,890;) 


“Return Whistler’ (Col) (2d wk). | 


Smooth $18,000 in 8 days. Last! 
week, smart $22,500. i 
Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1) —) 


“Naked City” (UW) (3d wk). Solid 
$10,000. Last week, $12,100. 
Studio City (FWC) (880; 60-$1)— 
“Naked City’ (U) (3d wk). Good 
$4,500. Last week, $6,500. 
United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60-$1) 





“Western Heritage’ (RKO). Nice | grosses at downtown cinemas for 
$6,500. Last week “Gay Ranch- | 
iscovery” (FC) | was sock. 


ero” (Rep) and “ 


Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 60-$1)— | Showers” also is showing plenty of 
| Bride Goes Wild” 
$10,500. Last week, “Alias Gentle- 


(M-G). Fair 


man” (M-G) and “10th Ave. Angel” 


$5,500. Last week, “Gay Ranchero” | (M-G) (11 days), $9,700. 


(Rep) and 
days), $2,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 60-$1)— 
“April Showers” (WB). 
000. Last week. “Robin Hood” 
(WB) (reissue) (2d wk), $12,700. 

Downtown Music Hall «Blumen- 
feild) (872; 60-$1)—“Man of Evil” 
(UA). Dull $8,000. Last week. 
“Angels Have Wings” (Col) and 
“Coast Guard” (Col) (reissues), $9,- 
20. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— 
“Bride Goes ~Wild” (M-G). Fair 
$10,500. Last week, “Alias Gentle- 
man” (M-G) and “10th Ave. Angel” 
(M-G) (11 days), $17,000. 

El Rey (FWC)° (861; 60-$1)— 
“Bambi” (RKO/Y (reissue) and 
“Western” Heritage” (RKO). Okay 

500. Last week, “Gay Ranchero” 
Rep) and “Discoverv” (FC) (6 
days), only $1,600. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—“Nicholas Nickleby” (U) (5th wk). 
Close to $2,000. Last week, $2,200. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—‘“Fugitive” (RKO). Fancy $9,500 
or near. Last week, ‘Mourning Be- 
comes Electra” (RKO) (13th wk-9 
days), $3,900. 

Guild (FWC) (968; 
“Naked City” (U) (3d wk). Nice 
$4.000. Last week, smart $6,300. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (1,- 
106; 60-$1)—““Man of Evil” (UA). 
Slim $3,500. Last week, “Angels 
Have Wings” (Col) and “Coast 
Guard” (Col) (reissues), $3,200. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 60-$1)— 
“April Showers” (WB). Oke $16.- 
000. Last week, “Robin Hood” 
(WB) (reissue) (2d wk), neat $9,800. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld) (475; 60-85)—‘‘Man of Evil” 
(UA). Slow $3,000. Last week, 
“Angels Have Wings” (Col) and 
“Coast Guard” (Col) (reissues), $3,- 
100. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“Naked 


“Discovery” (FC) (6 


60-$1)— | 


| Wiltern (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— 
|“April Showers” (WB). Fairly good 
| $16,000 or near. Last week, “Rob- 


Nice $18~|in Hood” (WB) (reissue) (2d wk), | (20th) and “The Challenge” (20th), | 


| neat $8,600. 


Colman Oscars 
Detroit, $26,000 


Detroit, March 30. 


With end of Lent, spotting in of 
new films and school vacations, 
theatre biz is being given a hypo 
this week. Best showing is being 
made by “Double Life” at United 
Artists. “Sitting Pretty” also is 
isolid at Fox. “The Big Clock” in 
‘second round at Michigan con- 
tinues big. “Unconquered” in on 
pop-scale date will be strong at 
Palms. 


Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
“Cass Timberlane” (M-G) (6th wk). 


Improved to-$7,500 after mild 
$6,000 in fifth week. 


Art Cinema (Marten) (450; 60-90) 
— “Mourning Becomes Electra” 
(RKO). Capacity $2,000. Last 
week, “Pagliacci” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Big $1,509. 

Broadway - Capitol (United - De- 
troit) (3,309; 70-95)—“Robin Hood” 
(WB) (reissue) and “I Became a 
Criminal” (WB). Terrific $21,000. 
Last week, “Adam Had Four Sons” 
(Col) and ‘“‘Talk of Town” (Col) (re- 
issues), disappointing $8,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,863; 70- 
95)\—"Three Daring Daughters” 
(M-G) and “Jiggs, Maggie In So- 
ciety” (Mono). Excellent $12,000. 
Last week, “High Wall” (M-G) and 











| “Thunder Mountain” (RKO). Fancy 


ternoon killed biz for one night at 
all houses. Orpheum with “Un- 
conquered” at pop scale is topper. 
Gary Cooper -starrer being big. 


‘Electra’ Solid iG, Cooper Oke 246 





Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
65)—"‘Unconquered” (Par). Socko 


“Key City Grosses 





$14,500. Last week, “Drums Mo- 

hawk” (20th) and “Mark Zorro” Estimated Total Gross 

(20th) (reissues), fine $12,000. This Week ..... . $3,197,000 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— (Based on 22 cities 214 


“Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) and “So theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 


Well Remembered” (RKO). Hot luding N. Y.) 
$8,500 and better for “Bambi” than otal Gross Same Week 
when first played. Last week, Last Year ..... $3,119,000 


“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) and 
“I Became Criminal” (WB), fine 
$6,800. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
65) — “Gentleman's Agreement” 
(20th). Bounced back for nice $12,- 
000 after storm hurt opening. Last 


(Based on 22 cities 201 theatres) 


K.C. Thin But ‘Sitting’ 
Pretty $25,000, Top Biz; 





week, “Saigon” (Par), smash $13,- ‘Dp: a 

500. ae Bill-Coo’ Sturdy $9,000 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; -65) ; 

— “Saigon” (Par) (m.o.) and Kansas City, March 30. 


Only strong film here is “Sit- 
ting Pretty”. which is getting top 
coin day-date at Tower, Uptown 
and Fairway. Despite Lenten 
weekend film will hit biggest week 
in some time and great total. Fox 
Midwest changes policy for week, 
throwing the Apollo, east-side 


nabe, into a firstrun paired with 
downtown Esquire for “Bill and 
Coo.” 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo-Esquire (Fox Midwest) 
(1,080, 820; 45-65)—"“Bill and Coo” 


$10,000. Last week, “Scudda Hoo” 

(20th) (m.o.) and “Docks of New 

Orleans” (Mono), okay $10,200. 
State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— 


Box Mystery” (SC). Big $6,000. 
Last week, “10th Ave. Angel” 
(M-G) (2d wk) and “Old Spanish 
Trail” (Rep), fine $5,300. 


‘Showers - Bill 








—‘Naked City” (U) (3d wk). Fast . (Rep) and “Discovery” (FC). Day- 
$12,500. Last week, $17,000. 73 { date with usually second-run 

Uptown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 9 9 ® Apollo brought into this set-up 
“Agreement” (20th) (2d wk). Near temporarily. Looks fine $9,000. 
| $7,000; modest. Last week, rousing St. Louis, March 30. Last week, Esquire only, had 
| $14,000. End of Lenten season plus plenty “Thief of Bagdad” (Indie) and 

Vogue (FWC) (885; 60-85) — | of attractive screen fare and warm | «jungle Flight” (Par) for moderate 
“Bambi” (RKO) (reissue) and) breezes are all helping to hypo | ¢4 999. 


Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Tarzan’s Secret Treasure” (M-G) 
and “Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure” 
(M-G) (reissues). Average play 
on these oldies, $11,000. Last 
week, “10th Ave. Angel” (M-G) and 
“Captains Courageous” (M-G) (re- 
issue), about same. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1.900; 45-65)— 


best biz in weeks. Easter Sunday 
“Three Daring Daugh- 


ters’ looks b.o. leader. “April 





| draw. 
Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
—‘‘Relentless” (Col) and “Half 


sas , : “IT Love Trouble” (Col) = and 

| Past Midnight” (20th). Fine $19,- |... ; ob ade in 

s as “a | ‘Prince of Thieves” (Col). Slow 

| 000. Last week, “Ideal Husband | $9.000. Last week, “Carnegie 
Hall” (UA) and “Philo Vance’s 


16,000. Secret Mission” (EL), $10,000. 





ae Se BP 50-75)— |" Paramount (Par) (1.900; 45-65)— 
April Showers” (WB) and “Bill “Albuquerque” (Par). Slow $10,- 
and Coo” (Rep). Nice $23,000. | We, : 


Last week. “Robin Hood” (WB) (re- |000. Last week, “Voice of Turtle” 
Dida saul |(WB) (2d wk), nifty $12,000. 
oe) and “Girl Tisa” (WB), $17,-| Roxy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 


. “Palmy Days” (Indie) and “Roman 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— | Scandals” (Indie) (reissues). So-so 
“Three Daring Daughters” (M-G) 


$3,500. Last week, “Adventures 
and “Woman from Tangier” (Col). 


Tom Sawyer” (Indie) and “God’s 
Sock $23,000. Last week, “Car-|Country” (Indie) (reissues), aver- 
negie Hall” (UA) and “Personal 


age $4,000. 
Column” (UA), $17,000. 


Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
| Missouri (F&M) (3,500. 50-75)— | Midwest) (2,100; 2,043: 700; 45-65) 
“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) and “Scud- 


| —‘“Sitting Pretty” (20th). Only 
,da Hoo” (20th) (m.o.) (2d wk). Big 


strong film in town, doing sock 
|$9,000 after neat $14,000 first |$25,000, best here in months. 
| stanza. 


Holds. Last week, “Scudda Hoo” 
| Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— |(20th) (2d wk), held up strongly 
“Tarzan’s Secret Treasure” (M-G) 


at $15,000. 
and “Tarzan’s N.Y. Adventure” 


era COP ants) Indl, Chilly, So’s Bir 
Sitting’ Lively $13,000 


(UA) (m.o.), $7,500. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— 
Indianapolis, March 30. 
A cold Easter, following a Good 








“Uneonquered” (Par). Neat $7,500. 
; Last week, “Saigon” (Par) and 
|““Mr. Reckless” (20th) (3d wk), $8,- 
000. : 





'“Rains Came” (20th) and “ 


Free” (RKO) and “Wistful Widow” “Black Bart;’ at Circle looks fair. 
(U), $3,500. Other entries definitely are weak. 
+ Estimates for This Week 
‘ ’ ° 
Bells’ Peal Loudly, Pitt, 
ilenge” (20th). Oke $11,000. Last 
|week, “Robin Hood” (WB) (reis- 
Pittsburgh, March 30, | 44-65)—‘Sitting Pretty” 
Big noise of Easter Week will Rousing $13,000. Last week, 


Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 

000 ‘ b 
$17, ’ Naked City Hot sue) and “Slippy McGee” (Rep), 
be-“Naked City” at Harris. “Miracle |““Naked City” (U) (2d wk), nice 





65)—“‘Black Bart” (U) and “Chal- 
‘ ’ big $13,000. 
$19,000, Showers 18 | Indiana (Gamble-Dolle) (3,300; 





pal (U) (3d wk). Good $4,500.;“Angel Alley” (Mono), solid of Bells” got a solid start at Warner $10,000. 

ast week, sturdy $6,500. ' $10,000. ,on heels of sock campaign and| Keith’s (Gamble-Dolle) (1,300; 
_ Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)—“Fu-| Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70- | “April Showers” will do very well | 44-65)—‘‘Robin Hood’ (WB) (reis- 
ria” (FC) (3d wk). Trim $3,000. Last 95) — “Sitting Pretty’ (20th) and|at Stanley. “Gentleman's Agree- sue) and “Slippy McGee (Rep) 


week, $4,100. 


“Challenge” (20th). Sturdy $26,000. 


‘ment” is still cashing in on Oscar (m.o.). Thin $4,000. Last week, 


Loew's State (Loew-WC) (2.404: Last week, “Smugglers” (EL) and award, via re-release date at Sen-|“Song Bernadette” (20th) (reissue), 


60-$1)—‘‘Agreement” (20th) 
wk). Fair $13,000 or near. 
week, conservative $21,200. 


(2d 
Last 


rim $22,000. Last week, “Alias 
Gentleman” (M-G) and “10th Ave. 
Angel” (M-G) (11 days), $27,000. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 60-$1)— 


$7,000. Last week, sock $11,700. 
Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210: 


(reissue) | 


i“ Untamed 
$22,000. 


Fury” (EL), good 


| Michigan (U-D) (4,039; 70-95)— | 
Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; |““Big Clock” (Par) and “Bi 3 
-$1)—‘‘Bride Goes Wild” (M-G). | Coo” (Rep). (24 wk). Big $25,000 much dent at very mjld $8,500 or 


and 


and $28,000 last week. 
Palms (U-D) (2,976; 70-95)—“Un- 


}conquered” (Par). Lusty $21,000. 
|Last week, 
“Agreement” (20th) (2d wk). Good and “Always Together” (WB) (2d “Wreck Hesperus” (Col). 


“Albuquerque” (Par) 
wk), moderate $14,000. 

United Artists ‘U-D) (2,976; 70- 
95)— “Double Life’ (U) = and 


| 


$3,000. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,450; 44-65)— 
“Tarzan’s Secret Treasure” (M-G) 
and “Tarzan’s New York Adven- 
ture” (M-G) (reissues). Mild $10.- 
000. Last week, “Ends of Earth” 
(Col) and “Love of Rusty” (Col), 
_ | same. 

Lyrie (Gamble-Dolle) (1,600; 44- 
Smash | 65)—‘‘Bill and Coo” (Rep) and “In- 
$26,000. Last week, “Sign of Ram” side Story” (Rep). Modest $5,000 
(Col) and “Caripus Holiday” (Rep) |Last week, “Girl Tisa” (WB) and 
(2d wk), okay $10,000. ‘“] Became Criminal” (WB), ditto. 


ator. 

| Estimates for This Week 
Fulton/ (Shea) (1,700; 44-76) — 

|“Scudda Hoo” (20th). Not making | 


inear. Last week, ‘Belle 


Starr” 
| (Continued on. page 24) 








} 


“Docks 


Shubert (Ind) (1.500: 40- 0)— | Friday tornado, put the damper on. 
‘ ed- |firstrun biz here this week. “Sit- | 
ding Night” (FC) (reiggsues). Good |ting Pretty,” getting a heavy play 
$5,000. Last week, “Fun, Fancy 4t the Indiana, is the only winner, | 


(20th). | 


Boston, March 30. 

“I Remember Mama” at the Me- 
morial will be on top this week but 
general level of biz is fairly high 
all around. “Unconquered” at 
regular scale at the Met looks 
okay, “Mourning Becomes Electra” 
is off to a good start at the Astor 
“Ideal Husband” will be big at the 
Exeter and “Relentless” shapes 
strong at the two Loew spots. 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Jaycox) (1,300: 40-80) 
“Mournin Becomes Electra” 
(RKO). 


ill touch $17,000 first 
week, very good, with about three 
weeks indicated. Last week, 
“Bishop’s Wife’ (RKO) (13th wk) 
big $8,000. i 

Boston (RKO) (3,200: 50-$1.10)— 
“Panhandle” (Mono) plus John 
Calvert, Mayo Brothers, others, on 
stage. Building to okay $26,000. 
Last week, “Love From Stranger” 
(EL), plus dise jockey show, Kitty 
Kallen, Clark Dennis, others, on 
stage, $28,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 55-75)— 
“Ideal Husband” (20th). Class 
nabe house doing excellent $8,000. 
Last week, “Brief Encounter” (EL) 





| 


jand “Divorce Lady xX" (Indie), 
| $4,000. 
Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-80)—~ 


} 
} 
“ 


Sitting Pretty” (20th) and “Docks 


| New Orleans” (Mono) (m.o.). Solid 
| $9,000. Last week, “Girl Tisa” 
|(WB) and “Robin Hood” (WB) (re- 
(issue), $7,000. 
| Kenmore (900; 40-80)—“Beauty 
;and Beast” (Indie). Strong $4,500. 
Last week, “Roosevelt Story” (UA) 
‘and “Girl in Canal” (Indie) $2,000, 
Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-80)— 
iI Remember Mama” (RKO). Big 
| $27,000. Last week, “Bambi” 
(RKO) (reissue) and “So Well Re- 
|}membered” (RKO), $24,000. 
Metropolitan ‘(M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—‘Unconquered” (Par). Firstrun 
at regular prices, okay $24,000. 
|Last week, “Sitting Pretty” (20th) 
;and “Docks New Orleans” (Mono) 
(2d wk), solid $23,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (3.000; 40-80)— . 


“Relentless” (Col) and “Curley” 
(Indie). Moderate $25,000. Last 
week, “Double Life” (U) and “10th 
Ave. Angel” (M-G), $24,000. 
Paramount (M-P) (1.700; 40-80) 
|\—“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and 
New Orleans” ‘Mono) 
Sock $17,000. Last week, 
Tisa” (WB) and “Robin 


(m.o.?, 


“Girl 


| Hood” (WB) (reissue), $16,000. 


State (Loew) (3.500; 40-80)—“Re- 
lentless” (Col) and “Curley” (In- 
die). Neat $13,000. Last week, 
“Double Life” (U) and “10th Ave. 
Angel” (M-G), $9,000. 


Cincy Has Easter Tt; 
‘Sitting’ Solid $15,000, 
‘Scudda’ Savory $14,500 


Cincinnati, March 30. 
All downtown houses are show- 
ing an Easter tint. “Sitting Pretty” 
is nudging “Scudda Hoo” for top 
money this session, with former 
easily strongest “Robin Hood” on 








reissues also is in the upper 
bracket. “Bride Goes Wild” is 
‘strong in its second week as 1S 
“Dougle Life’ with Colman’s 
Oscar. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75) — 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th). Pleasing 
$14,500. Last week, “Return of 
Whistler” (Col) with Helen For- 


rest. Joey Adams, others, on stage, 
| sprightly $23,000 at 60-95c scale. 

| Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75)— 
|“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Frisky $9,000 after hotsy $13,500 
_preem. 

| Grand 
|“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue). Sock 
| $13,000, Last week, “Ideal Hus- 
| band” (20th), fairish $6,500. 
Keith’s (City Inv.) (1.542; 50-75) 
'__“Double Life’ (U) (2d wk). Col- 
/man’s Academy crown luring hotsy 
'$9.000 in wake of big $10,500 un- 
! veiling. 

| Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 
|“Belle Starr” (20th) and “Frontier 
'Marshal” (20th) (reissues) split 
with “Farmer's Daughter” (RKO) 
for encore on Loretta Youngs 
Academy laurels. Okay $5,500. 
Last week, “Ends of Earth” (Col) 


(RKO) (1,400; 50-75)— 


im. o.) mild $4,500. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 50-75)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th). Rosy $15,- 


000. - Last week, “Saigon” ‘Par’, 
| $14,000. 

| Shubert (RKO) (2.100; 50-75)— 
“Saigon” (Par) (m. o.). Moderate 


$5,500. Last week, “Bishop's Wife” 
(RKO), 
| $4,500. 


third downtown week, 


Rape 49 
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(hi Hot; For Keeps’-Guizar-Lutcher 
Potent $60,000, ‘Casanova -Vande 436 








‘Agreement’ 226, Mont’! 


Montreal, March 30. 
_End of Lent is building terrific 
biz for “Gentleman’s Agreement” 
at Palace and “Unconquered” at 
Loew's. “Wild Irish Rose” also is 
big at Capitol. 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Easter Cheers N. Y.; 


Blandings: 


$50,000 Each, Great: ‘Search’ Big 316, 


Arrival of egg ogy ye Estimates for This Week ‘FI 9 Th ill F $57 000 
rr ’ Palace (C. T.) (2,578; 30-62)— 
the end of Lent | is zooming the Broadway Grosses “Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) wers fe 0 alicy a 
fce here. “This Time for : : 
poxoffice Wow $22,000. Last. week, “Ver- 


eeps,” with Tito Guizar and Nel- 
Lutcher on the stage, looks a 


the Palace might do lean $20,000 


Estima Total Gross 

















while “Smugglers” at the United 


$6,000, ‘Northside’ 126 


doux” (UA) (2d wk), $10,000. 





week, “Out of the Blue” and 
“Heading’ for Heaven” (EL) $5,500. 


After sagging to the low for Lent 
last Friday and Saturday (27), most 





Criterion are neck-’n-neck for top | 
money of straightfilm newcomers. 


big $103,000 in third session, below 
hopes. Continues. 


e : gh pment Loew's (C. T,) (3,115; 35-67)— 
-— $60,000 at on gogy ay (Based pa 24 a ai “Unconquered” (Par). Smash $23,-| Broadway firstruns did landoffice| Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60- 
ures of i math Ge y Lost. Weer . $682,000 |000. Last week, “Captain Castile” | business on Sunday (Easter) and|¢125)—“All My Sons” (U). For 
vaude headed Joh oe Se ‘Based on 18 theatres). |(20th) (3d wk), okay $11,000. Monday, Takings will hit highest | jnitial week ending next Friday (2) 
and Johnnie Jo = — |“ Capitol (C.'T.) (2,610; 30-62)—| level in more than a month this|this looks smash $50,000 or over. 
the sore g is oi ag, . \“Wild Irish Rose” (WB). Smart — as a oon aii; ‘i Holds, natch! Third week of “Re- 

choo '$15,000. Last week. ‘“Upturned Ace new combo bill is at Strand. |jentless” (Col) sagged to $9,500. 

kids “for “Tarzan and the Mer- | Showers Perky $8,500, 'Glass” (U), $11,000. : “April Showers,’ with Claude eer eae os ‘ra lta — ) 

| maids,” which is sighting hefty - oH. (De > i Princess (C. T.) (2,270; 30-53)—| Thornhill band and Morey Amster-|_(py0ee guy in) wh) This 

; $25,000 at the Grand. Two British Louisville; Pirates Mild “Prince of Thieves” (Col) and|@am heading _ stageshow, likely | stanza ending today (Wed ) will 
imports are anemic, Jassy” at “Mary Lou” (Rep). Big $8,000. Last | W1!! hit sturdy $57,000. Astor and |°*“"“ ~ 


come near stout $6,000 after $5,500 
for sixth week. Stays on. 


Artists looks equally light at Louisville, March 30. Imperial (C. T.) (1.916: 30-50)— Former looks very big $50,000 with Globe (Brandt) (1.500: 70-$1.20) 
15.000. | Windup of Holy Week held down “Mark of Zorro” (20th) and| - Blandings.” Crit, with about —“Adventures Casanova” (EL) (2d- 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” in | takes and they are not spurting any «p-ums Mohawk” (20th) (reissues), | 400, more seats, also is smash with |final wk). Week ending Friday (2) 


20th week at the Apollo continues too much even with the advent of Solid $6,000. Last week, “100 Men. | 


okay on ‘strength of Academy 
award. “Treasure of Sierra Madre” 
at the Chicago shapes to land ex- 
cellent $37,000 in second week. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,400; $1.28)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” . (20th) 


Grand (RKO) (1,500; 98)—‘Tar- | 


gan and Mermaids” (RKO). Hearty | 


|Easter Day. “April Showers” at 
| Mary Anderson and Tarzan reissue 


combo at Loew’s State look best |; 


new films are on slow side. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Fourth Avenue) (1,200; 


bets of newcomers. Otherwise, the | 


Last week, “Swordsman” (Col) an 


| 





“Relentless” (Col). Moderate $3,000, | the usual Holy Week slump. Top 
d 'newcomers are “April Showers” at 


Girl” (U) and “Stole A 
(U) (reissues) $5,500. 


Million” 





Showers’ Timely 


the Orpheum and “Ajjas.a Gentle- 


‘and Mermaids,” 


“All My Sons” at $50.000 or better. 
Third sock new entry is “The 
Search,” with $31,000, best figure 
at Victoria in 15 weeks. “B.F.’s 
Daughter” shapes big $32,000 at 
State. “The Smugglers” is head- 
ing for solid $12,000 at Rialto. 
“Man of Evil” is very disappoint- 
ing at below $10,000 in Winter 


$7,500 “Tarzan 
cashing in on| 
youngsters out of school, is push- | 


at Park Avenue. 


is sagging to $10,000 after $16,000 
for opener. “Close-Up” (EL) opens 
Saturday (3). 

Golden (Siritzky) (769; 85-$1.50) 
—‘“Lost One” (Col). Opened here 
Monday (29). Last week, Maurice 
Chevalier on stage. 

Getham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.20) 
—‘“Bill and Coo” (Rep). Opened 


$1.20) —“Jenny Lamour” (Vog) (4th 
wk). Week ending Friday (2) likely 
will be socko $9,000 after $8,000 


(20th wk), Fine $13,000. Last week, | 45-65)—“‘Knew Susie” (RKO) and | ° 1 ped Zs a 
$15,000. “Slippy McGee” (Rep) (m.o.). Mod- Garden. Also fairish s Mr. last Saturday (27) to catch young- 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98)—/est $4,000. Last week, “Tycoon” | il a @ Orchid” at Bijou with $5,000. “Mill |sters out of school this week, but 
“Sierra Madre” (WB) (2nd wk). | (RKO) (m.o.), $3,500. ? 7 on Floss,” no bellringer when in /looks only $7,000. Stays only this 
xeellent $37,000. Last week,| Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) ___, Seattle, March 30. |N. Y. a number of years ago, is|week. Last week, twin reissues. 
1.000. '_“Senator Indiscreet” (U) and! Easter vacation here is offsetting |showing surprising strength with Little Carnegie (Indie) (460; 95- 


k 25.000. Last week, “Panhandle” | “Smash-Up” (U), about same. ” hn , 4 . an 
{Mono} (2d wk), $12,000. | Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; |™@"" at Music Hall. =p. to mzong $00,000 or near sti for third. Staye.on. 
Monree (Indie) (1,000; 98)—|45-65)— “April Showers” (WB).| Estimates for This Week =| Palace. ‘Bill. and Coo,” another/ Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 70-$1.50) 
pes | ‘| Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— |designed to catch kid trade, looks —‘“Gentieman’s Agreement” (20th) 





“Good News” (M-G) (3d wk). Light | Perked on Easter Day and looks 


“Knew Susie” (RKO) and “Wild 


so-so $7,000 at Gotham. 


(21st wk). Soared to tall $29,000 


7.000. Last week, $12,000. sturdy $8,500. Last week, “Prince : Pa f , oe | ee 
WM Sriental (Essaness) (3,400; 98)— | of Thieves” (Col), $7,000. | Horse ‘Mesa’ (RD) (0.0). any | aeeae eee ty nei 20th week Gnded last Menmag 
National (Standard) (2.400: 45-65) $3,500 in six days. Last week,|member Mama” with “Glory of | (99) night; 19th was $23,000. Con- 


“This Time Keeps’ (M-G) 


with | 


and Me 


Easter” pageant onstage, with huge 


13 
» 
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“ ; ae “Dine ” i “Saigon” (Par) “Bury i 
var | -——Pirat M . (U) | 5 . we : ; .- | tinues. 
| Pelle atege. Robust $60,000, Last |“Woman’s. Vengeance” (U) ‘Fair | Dead” (EL) Gd wk), swell $4,300. |$155,000 in third week at Music| "Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20— 
| oon. “Killer McCoy” (M-G) (4th |$6.000. Last week, “Roosevelt|_ Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-|Hall. It’s biggest take of run.|«paryan and Mermaids” (RKO). 
week, ° e ' “tne IP % ’ |80) — “Gentleman’s Agreement” | ‘Miracle of Bells,” not smash open- ae : » Be etan ven 
wk) with Clyde McCoy orch, hep | Story” (UA), $5,000. Ideal booking for Easter week, 


ling week, is down to $28,000 on 
second session at Rivoli. 

Easter week upbeat also is rais- 
jing totals at Roxy and Capitol. At 
\former, “Sitting Pretty” with Art 


with first week ending Friday (2) i i 
near. t a 
(RKO) 7 





. - ‘ . ss |(20th) (2d wk). Big $12,000 after 
Rialto (FA) (3,400; 45-65)—“Call | 
Northside” (20th) and “Campus | “i $20,400 lant week. - 
Honeymoon” (Rep). Fairish $12,000. | Pepe iberty (J & H) (1,650; 25-00) 
Last week, “Knew Susie” (RKO)|. 8" of Ram” (Col) and “Return 


$32,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 98)—“‘Jas- 
sy” (U). Lean $20,000. Last week, 
“Bambi” (RKO) (2d wk) (reissue), 


assuming solid $30,000 or 
Last week, “Knew Susie” 
(5th wk), $10,000. 





fine $20,500. , 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 98)— 
“Fighting 69th’? (WB) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Surprising $13,000. Last week, 
$18,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98)— 
“Adventures of Casanova” (EL) 
with Kathryn Grayson and Johnnie 
Johnston topping stagebill. Potent 
$43,000. Last week, “Merton of 
Movies” (M-G) with Ella Fitzgerald 
and Mel Torme on stage. (2d wk), 
solid $32,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 98) 
—‘Smugglers” (EL). Modest $15,- 
000. Last week, “Sign of Ram” 
(Col) (2d wk), nice $14,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Cass Timberlane” (M-G) (3rd wk). 
Sock $31,000. Last week, $33,000. 

World (indie) (587; 77)—“Shoe- 

ine” (Indie) (8th wk). Neat 

600. Last week, $3,000. 


PROV. PICKS UP; BEERY 
$17,000, ‘BAMBI’ 146 


Providence, March 30. 

Loew’s State’s “Alias a Gentle- 
man”- is the highest grosser this 
week but best showing is being 
made by the Majestic with second 
frame of “Sitting Pretty,” which 
is great. Reissue of “Bambi” also is 
lively at Albee. 

Estimates for This Week 
vqflbee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 

Bambi” (RKO) (reissue). Lively 
$14,000. Last week, “I Love Trou- 
ble” (Col) and “Prince of Thieves” 
(Col), good $11,000. 

Carlten (Fay) — “The Flame” 
(Rep) and “Pretender” (Mono). 
Hep $5,500. Last week, “Road Big 

Ouse” (SP) and “Burning Cross” 
(SG), niece $6.500. 

(1,400; 44-65) — 


at ay’s (Fay) 

Driftwood” (Rep) and  vaude. 
Peppy $7,500. Last week, “Easy to 
Wed” (M-G) and Bert Wheeler 
heading stage show, $7,000. 
«.Wlajestie (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
Sitting Pretty” (20th) and “Half 
Past Midnight” (20th) (2d wk). 





Solid $16,000. First week was | 


Sweet $18,000. 

. State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65) — 
Rovere a Gentleman” (M-G) and 
$1700 ve Anger’ (M-G). Steady 
er 00 on Wallace Beery in for- 
con ee week, “Relentless” (Col) 
000 Keeper of Bees” (Col), $19,- 


_ Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
Saigon” (Par) and “Caged 
nat (Par) opened Sunday (28). 
and “Geek: “Sign of Ram” (Col) 
lamour Girl” (Col) 2d wk), 


50-so $7,500 
opener. after nice $12,000 


and “Slippy McGee” (Rep), good 
$15,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Tarzan Secret Treasure (M-G) and 
“Tarzan N. Y. Adventure” (M-G) 
(reissues). Oldies are burning ’em 
up at solid $17,000. Last week, 
i“Alias Gentleman” (M-G) and 
“10th Avenue Angel” (M-G), mod- 
est $12,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)—“Bill 
and Coo” (Rep) and “Inside Story” 
(Rep). Bird pic was expected to 
hypo business but looks only so-so 
$5,500. Last week, “Song Berna- 
dette” (20th) (reissue), $4,500. 


é bJ e ~ 
Agreement’ Big 236, Port. 
” Portland, Ore., March 30. 

Downtown houses are showing a 
boxoffice upbeat this week with 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” at Para- 
mount and Oriental pacing city 
with sock business. 

Estimates for This Week 

adway (Parker) (1,832: 50-85) 
—*“Sierra Madre” (WB) = and 
“Campus Honeymoon” (Rep) (2d 
wk). Excellent $8,500. Last week, 
socko $14,000. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Black Friday” (Indie) (reissue) 
and “Black Cat’ (Indie) (reissue). 
Okay $4,500. Last tweek, “Inter- 
mezzo” (SRO) and “Ex-Mrs. Brad- 
ford” (RKO) (reissues), $4,700. 

Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Girl 
Tisa” (WB) (m.o.). Fine $3,500. 
Last week, “Ends of Earth” (Col) 
and “Always Together” (WB) 
(m.o.), $2,300. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-%5)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th), 
day-date with Paramount. Big $8,- 
000. Last week, “Scudda Hoo” 
(20th) and ‘“‘Wreck Hesperus” (Col), 
$4,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Prince of Thieves’ (Col) and 
“Love Trouble” (Col). So-so $7,200. 
Last week, “Sign of Ram” (Col) 
and “Blondie’s Anniversary” (Col), 
$6,400. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th), 
also Oriental. Terrific $15,000. Last 
week, “Scudda Hoo” (20th) and 
“Wreck Hesperus” (Col), fine $9,- 
100. 
| Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— 
|“Song of Bernadette” (20th) and 
“Miracle 34th Street” (20th) (re- 
issues). Mild $1,800. Last week, 








“Voice of Turtle’ (WB) and “Out 
of Past” (RKO) (2d wk) (m.o.) $2,- 
700. 

United Artist (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—“Henry the Eighth” (Indie) 
(reissue). Thin $3,600. Last week, 
“Double Life” (U) (2d wk)), $4,100. 





| turess”’ 


Whistler’ (Col) (2d wk). Good $7.- 
000 or near after solid $9,200 last 
week. 

Music Box (H-E) (850: 45-80)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “‘Adven- 
(EL) (m.o.). Trim $4,000. 
Last week, “Turtle” (WB) and 
“Dangerous Years’ (WB) (4th wk), 
good enough $3,800. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Alias a Gentleman” (M-G) and 
“High Tide’ (Mono). Big $9,000. 
Last week, “Black Narcissus’ (U) 
and “Heading for Heaven” (EL), 
fair $6,700 in 9 days. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“April Showers” (WB) and “Rail- 
roaded” (E-L). Nice $10,500. Last 
week, “Scudda Hoo” (20th) (2d 
wk), oke $7,500 in 8 days. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1/350; 45-80) 
—‘Elephant Boy” (FC) and “Trail 
of Vigilantes” (FC) (reissues). Mild 
$5,500. Last week, “Bill and Coo” 
(Rep) and “Campus Honeymoon” 
(Rep), good $8,500 in 9 days. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and “Whis- 
pering City” (E-L). Okay $12,000. 
Last week, “Knew Susie” (RKO) 
and “Mesa” (RKO), $8,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
—‘‘Woman’s Vengeance” (U). Good 
$4,500. Last week, “Rin Tin-Tin” 
(EL) and “Blonde Savage” (EL), 


Mooney band looks big $115,000, 
third round. “Naked City”-Tex 
Beneke band may hit great $112,- 
000 in fourth Cap week. “Gen- 
tleman’s Agreement” climbed $6,- 
000 over previous week to tall 
$29,000 in 20th frame, Mayfair. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Siritzky) (1,200; 70- 
$1.50)—“Volpone” (Indie) (14th 
wk). Building nicely to $8,500 in 
present session ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.), after $7,000 in 13th week. 

Art (Rugoff-Becker) (570-95- 
$1.10) — “Farrebique” (Siritzky) 
(6th wk). Fifth frame ended last 
Sunday (28) night held well at 
$4,500 as against $5,000 in fourth. 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 80-$1.80) 
—“Mr. Biandings” (SRO). Initial 
week ending today (Wed.) looks 
great $50,000 or near. Final (15th) 
week of “Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) 
was $16,000. . 

Bijou (City Inv) (650; 85-$1.50)— 
“Mr. Orchid” (Lopert). In first 
round ending next Friday (2) looks 
fairish $5,000. Final (14th) week of 
“Beauty and Beast’ (Indie) 
$3,500. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 70-$2.20) 
—‘“Naked City” (U) with Tex 
Beneke orch, Jerry Lewis & Dean 
Martin heading stagebill (4th wk). 





$4,000. 


Helped by Easter to $112,000, after 





Philadelphia, March 30. 


Film theatre biz is on upbeat 
here with end of Lenten season. 
“Miracle of Bells’. looks standout 
this session with terrific week at 
Earle. It was helped by great and 
continued exploitation job sparked 
by junketing group of stars with 
Jesse. Lasky, including Frank 
Sinatra and Leo Carillo among 
others. ““Naked City” also is smash 
at the Stanley. “Call Northside,” 


—- 








Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 








include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


Bells’ Philly Miracle at $42,000; 
‘Naked Wow $40,000, ‘Northside’ 306 


despite this strong opposition, will 
be sturdy at the Fox. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94)— 
“Senator Indiscreet” (U) (3d wk). 
a $11,000 after $13,500 for sec- 
ond. 

Areadia (S&S) (700; 50-94)— 
“Cass Timberlane” (M-G) (2d run). | 
Oke $6,500. Last week, ‘Girl Tisa” 
(WB) (2d run), very thin $3,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—“Sign 
of Ram” (Col). Good $23,000. 
Last week, “Double Life” (U) 
(4th wk), $14,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 50-94)— 
“Miracle of Bells” (RKO). Hot 
$42,000 or near. Last week, 
“Saigon” (Par) (3d wk), ni€e $15,- 
000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—“Call 
Northside” (20th). Sturdy $30,000. 
Last week, “Gentleman’s Agree- 
ment” (20th) (4th wk), big $20,000. 

Goldman (Go!dman) (1,300; 50- 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘“Saigon” (Par) with Mills Bros., 
Buddy Rich orch, Colstons, Dean 
Murphy heading stageshow. Starts 
today (Wed.). Sixth week of “Road 
To Rio” (Par), with Louis Prima 
orch topping stagebill, was strong 
$60,000; fifth was $63,000. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20- 
$1.50)—“Mill on Floss’ (Indie) 
(reissue). First week ending today 
(Wed.) will hit fancy $7,500 or 
close. Last week, “Song of Heart” 
(Mono) (3d wk), oke $4,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 70-$2.40)—“Remember 
Mama” (RKO) and “Glory of 
Easter” stageshow pageant (3d wk). 
Soaring to smash $155,000 with 
great lift from Easter crowds. Sec- 
ond was $142,000, a bit below 
hopes. Continues indef. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 50-$1.50)— 
“Smugglers” (EL). In initial ses- 
sion ending next Friday (2) prob- 
ably will reach solid $12,000 but 
not up to fancy takings of previous 
foreign films here. Final 10 days 
of 10th week for “Furia” (FC) was 














,000. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO) (3d 
wk). Second stanza ended last 
Monday (29) week slipped to 
$28,000; first was sturdy $38,000. 
Stays on. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.507— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) and stage- 
show topped by Art Mooney orch, 
Al Bernie, Betty Bruce (4th wk). 
Third round ended last (Tues.) 
night roargd ahead to sock $115,- 
000, with biz getting terrific lift 
starting Sunday (28); second was 
$100,000, over hopes. “Scudda Hoo” 
(20th) comes in next. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“B. F.’s Daughter” (M-G). In initial 
frame ended last (Tues.) night hit 
big $32,000, best here since start 
of current firstrun policy. Holds. 
Ten days of. “Mating of Millie” 
(Col) was barely good $27,000. 
“Duel in Sun” (SRO) and “Here 
Comes Trouble” (UA) open April 7. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“April Showers”: (WB) plus Claude 
Thornhill orch, Morey Amsterdam 
heading stageshow. First week 
ending tomorrow (Thurs.) will be 
sturdy $57,000. Second week of 
“Fighting 69th” (WB) (reissue) 
with Russ Morgan orch, $31,000. 

Sutton (Rugoff-Becker) (561; 70- 
$1.25)—“The Pearl” (RKO) (7th 
wk). Sixth stanza ended last Mon- 
day (29) night dipped to $5,600 
after $6,700 in fifth. Holds. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (720; 70- 
$1.50)—“The Search” (M-G) (2d 
wk). First week ended last (Tues? 





94)—“Three Daring Daughters” 
(Continued on page 24) 


night was very big $31,000. Looks 
(Continued on page 24) 
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‘TO THE VICTOR ts very Bic TRADE NEWS! 


With national trade showings just 
completed and public showings to 
follow immediately, the motion 
picture industry again is demon- 


strating how excitingly it can tell a 





story.....and how spectacularly 


up-to-the-minute that story can be. 


TO THE VICTOR. the picture for which stars, cast, 


director and complete production 





unit were sent to France. 


AS THE MAN WHO SOLD HIMSELF TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER 
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| OTHE NEW STAR FROM SWEDEN ~1948's MOST IMPORTANT DEBUT! 





TO THE VICTOR | 


I y 4 with VICTOR FRANCEN - BRUCE BENNETT: DOROTHY MALONE - TOM D’ANDREA - DELMER DAVES IERRY Wl saat 
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Mr. Bilandings Builds 
His Dream House 

Hollywood, March 26. 

Selznic 


, ten by 
duced and writ Stars Cary Grant, 


ma and 
Myrna 





“ Melvy® Douglas; features Reginald 
Loy, Maryn Moffett, Connie Marshall, 
eeeny. Beavers, Ian Wolfe. Directed by 
ge Potter.’ Based on novel by Eric 
Ze agins: eamera, James Wong Howe; 

usic, Leia Hiarline; editor, Harry Marker. 
Previewed March 24, '48. Running time, 

MINS. an , 
Jim FRAN MBRe-. beer eee eer ses c ary Grant 
Murie! Blandimgs.....-.-+-+...-Myyma Loy 

Tin @) nn Melvyn Dougias 
Sears Simmmis...+.0*. wees. Reginald Derwy 
Joan "Pla MPM Ss cree eee ees Sharyn Motiett 
Bets) Plundimgs.... er eee es Connie Marshall 
Guesie i SR a rr Louise Beavers 
Smith. So |. vig ahene On 08 CMG ewes +9 lan Welfe 
w. D. Te Ti) eee Hary Shannen 
icarea ~ bebe eebedePenescess Tite Vuole 
i Ap Hor EPC CHET ee, Nestor ®niva 
i Retoh Jason Reberds 
Mars «++. Lurene Tuttle 
Carpente io. ew ab es be eeesiogeer Lex Kerker 
Mi PeDelford i metebeds Emory Parnell | 

“Mr. Blandings Builds His 


Dream House” is a mildly amusing 
comedy with strength enough in 
star names to pull through to sat- 
isfactory grosses. Cary Grant’s 
poxoffice value will be an impor- 
tant aid in boosting initial ticket 
sales, and names of Myrna Loy, 
Me'vyn Douglas and others are 
marquee familiars. 

Fric Hodgins’ novel of the trials 
and tribulations of the Blandings, 
while building their dream house, 
read a lot funnier than they filmed. 
Norman Panama and Melvin Frank 
come through with a glossy lustre 
in handling, physical production, 
but failed to jell the story into 
solid film fare in their dual 
scripting. 

Film’s opening pulls some stand- 
ard sight gags that register strong- 
ly, helped by the business injected 
through H. C. Potter’s direction. 
Such elemental situations as a 


“Fibber McGee closet,” the sight 


of a man trying to shave while his 
wife shares the basin, and other 
such familiar stunts are always 
good for a laugh response. Less 
funny is the sight of a man trying 
to make ends meet on $15,000 a 
year, especially to the average 
filmgoer who squeezes by on con- 
siderable less. Script gets com- 
pletely out of hand when unneeces- 
sary jealousy twist is introduced, 
neither advancing the story nor 
adding laughs. 

Grant is uv to his usual per- 
formance standard as Mr. Bland- 
ings, getting the best from the ma- 
terial, and Myrna Loy comes 
through with another of her screen 
wife assignments nicely. Melvyn 
Douglas, the lawyer friend of the 
family, gives it a tongue-in-cheek 
treatment. Trio’s finesse and Pot- 
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the numbers, “Love of My Life,” 
“Mack the Black” and “You Can 
Do No Wrong.” Kelly vocals “Be 


& release of RKO production, pro-}2 Clown” and “Nina,” using both 


as dance introductions Also. 

In terp department, Kelly flashes 
his heels first in near-ballet rou- 
tining for “Nina,” then highspots 
a fire dance as biggest of the elab- 
orate production pieces. Another 
highspot is his footwork with the 
Nicholas Bros. in the “Clown” 
number. For finale, Kelly and Miss 
Garland send them out with a laugh 
i “Clown” in full baggy- 
trouser makeup. 

Vincente Minnelli’s direction is 
light and seems to poke subtle fun 
at the elaborate musical ingredients 
and plot. The fact that “The Pi- 
lrate’”” mever takes itself too seri- 
ous!y adds to enjoyment, giving 
sharp point to some of the dialog 
in the Albert Hackett-Frances 
Goodrich script. 

Adapted from the S. N. Behrman 
play, picture tells of the cloistered 
Latim girl about to fulfill an ar- 
ranged wedding when she meets 
a travelling troupe of entertainers 
headed by Keliy. From then on its 
just a question of how much foot- 
age before the actor gets the girl 
and the old groom-to-be gets the 
noose. Title springs from fact that 
gal yearns for a fabulous pirate and 
sees him in the actor while all the 
time it’s the old boy, who has given 
up blackguarding to settle down 
with a young wife. 

Walter Slezak makes a nifty re- 
tired pirate. Gladys Cooper and 
Lester Allen are Miss Garland’s 
fluttery relatives who arranged the 
wedding. George Zucco is good as 
the viceroy. Making up the travel- 
ling troupe are Ben Lessy, Jerry 
Bergen, Val Setz, the Gaudsmith 
Bros. and Cully Richards. 

_ Film moves fast. Harry Strad- 
ling’s eolor photography is both 
mobile and artful in displaying the 
gergeous costumes and settings as 
well as the able dances staged by 
Robert Alton and Kelly. Lennie 
Hayton’s direction of the music and 
Conrad Salinger’s instrumental ar- 
rangements are creditable, as are 
all of the contributions. Brog. 


Te the Victor 
Hollywood, March 30. 


Warners release of Jerry Wald production, 
Stars Dennis Morgan, Viveca Lindfors: 
features Victor Francen, Bruce Berneit, 
Dorothy Malone, Tom D'Andrea, Eduardo 
Ciannelli, Dowglas Kennedy, Joseph Boloff, 
William Conrad. Directed by Delmer Daves. 
Sereenplay, Kichard Broeks; camera, Rob- 
ert Burks; music, David Kattolph: editor, 
Polmar Blangsted. Tradeshown March 28, 
“48. Running time, 100 MINS. + 





him, played by Peggy Cummins. 
Finally, to save a padre lying, he 
gives himself up, knowing he has 
the girl to come back to. 

For those who do not know their 
Galsworthy the story will be: per- 
fectly satisfactory, although it will 
not, as Galsworthy hoped, produce 
in the audience “a mental and 
moral ferment.” Rex Harrison is 
good as the convict, but Peggy 
Cummins is too shallow to make 
her love for him really convincing. 

William Hartnell, for once on the 
side of the law, gives a first-rate, 
natural performance, and Norman 
Wooland is most effective as the 
parson. All the minor characters 
are well played. Cane. 


Miniature Reviews 

“Mr. Blandings Builds His 
Dream House” (SRO). Good 
cast names, headed by Cary 
Grant, to help comedy’s 


“The Pirate” (Color-Songs) 
(M-G). Sprightly musical with 
strong marquee names. 

“Te the Victor” (WB). Melo- 
drama with peace message. 
Chase theme and good cast 
help but b.o. locks fair. 

“Eeeape” (20th). New Brit- 
ish version of John Galsworthy 
thriller, with Rex Harrison, 
should do good biz. 

“Spring In Park Lane” 
(Lion). British-made light 
comedy with Anna Neagle, 
Michael Wilding is sure b.o. 

“The First Gentleman” 
(Co!.}. British historieal drama. 


Spring in Park Lane 
(BRITISH) 
London, March 18. 
ele { ! t W 


British Lior ! P 





= yt I ’ m™ 
with Jean Pierre Aumont, = | Production. Stars jn Neagle Mich 
holds only prestige draw. lacreenpiay by Nichoine Simeae aemete: tines 

“The Lest One” (Col). Ap- ‘ Farnor caimera, Max Greene, Bob 
pealing Italian-made version § | \V2!ker Vrevicne ae Maren Tt, - 
of Verdis opera, “La Travi- Judy Howard ).....Anna Neagle 
ata,” should do in art houses. na wordae eed na On) 

“Snowbeund” (RKO). Satis- Basil Maitland a Peter Cenwell 
factory British thriller about Mildred Howard. . --Marjovie Fiebiing 
buried Nazi gold, good as U.S. | ayiuis of Borechester.-- Siche eer 


dualer. 
“Cenfessions of a Rogue” 


... Catherine Paul 


Lady Lorechester....-.. 
.. Josephine Fitzgerald 


Kate O'Malley.. 





“Last Days ef Beet Hill” 
(Col). Another in the Durango 
Kid series. Okay oater for the 
Saturday matinee trade. 

“Sengs of Idaho” (Songs) 
(Col). Cornfed comedy will 
attract hillbilly fanciers. 

“Money Madness” (FC). Poor 
programmer for the duals. 

“Man Frem Texas” (EL). 
Johnnie Johnston, Lynn Bari, 
James Craig in implausible 
western; too lightweight. 

| OORT ee RANA A RA EAR RENEE SF MESIAL Ry i nN A 
with several unexplained charac- 
ters. Delmer Daves’ direction man- 
ages good suspense, particularly in 
the opening scene wherein Miss 
Lindfors is stalked through the 
streets by a gunman. 


Jerry Wald’s production values | 
gain strength from the _ footage 
filmed in Paris by Robert Burks 
with special effects by Marcel Grig- 
non. Morgan plays well as the 
blacketeer, while Victor Francen 
makes his role of a French detec- 
tive count heavily. Bruce Benncit 
walks throveh an unexplained bit 

Brog. 


Like a shaft of light piercing the 
prevalent gloom of the British 
screen eomes this gay, irrespon- 
sible comedy, bringing joy to ex- 
hibs. Herbert Wilcox has done it 
again, and the boxoffice will react. 
Rich in entertainment, it has top 
marquee value in the country’s 
most popular romantic team, Anna 
Neagle and Michael Wilding, and 
while she consolidates her posi- 
tion as screen’s first lady, Wilding 
establishes himself as _ Britain’s 
foremost light comedian. 

Great merit of the story is that 
it seems like a happy improvisa- 
tion. None of the elaborate and 
necessary scaffolding is apparent, 
and when Michael Wilding as a 
younger son of a noble family, 
needing money for a return trip to 








footman in a Park Lane mansion, 
he is immediately accepted as such 
by the audience. And since Anna 
Neagle plays a secretary in the 
same house, everybody knows it 
will be love at first sight and that 
sooner or later the two will march 
altarwards. 

It’s a story in which the trim- 


: Mr. Bacon......... . Nigel Patric’: | 
(French). Nifty comedy, star- Restituta.” s bcebGeawartcnees Lana Morris 
ring Louis Jouvet, for the oo na ad ee 
re é que MIC. wc een ee weeee yril onuwa 
ariies and sureseaters. Bates. . .ccclecaccccccccecss om Walle, Ji 


New York, becomes a temporary | 


caricature. History records he was 
naturally gifted, had considerable 
taste, was a biend of polished 
gentleman and accomplished biack- 
guard, but never a buffoon. And it 
is his cheap comicalities and his 
amours that dominate the picture, 
to the detriment of the boxoffice. 


The rich elegance of the produc- 
tion should attraet certain patron- 
age, but with little marquee help it 
will be hard work to recoup the 
considerable outlay. With 20 
minutes cut it may find a place in 
prestige theatres in America. 


| Story begins when George III, 
| having lost his reason, is replaced, 
las Regent, by his son, George, 
|Prince of Wales. Afraid of the 
|popularity of his daughter, Char- 
|'otte, he plans to marry her to 
| Prince William of Orange, but hav- 
ing fallen in love with Prince Leo- 
|pold of Saxe-Coburg, she disobeys 
|her father, and is virtually kept as 
a prisoner. To gain public favor, 
the Regent relents, allows Char- 
Hlotte to marry the man she loves, 
but rejoicing turns to tragedy when 
ishe dies in giving birth to a still- 
, born son. Story ends with the Re- 
gent attending the baptism of his 
niece Victoria, future Queen of 
ingland. 

Picture is elegantly mounted, but 

fails mainly through indecision of 
producer and director to make up 
|their minds how to deal with the 
[story. Itisa lush pageant with too 
few dramatic highlights and an 
| overlong deathbed scene. 
Cecil Parker is too good an actor 
}to have burlesqued the title role 
| without instructions, and Joan Hop- 
kins (stage understudy to Wendy 
Hiller in the part) is just adequate 
as Charlotte for whom Jean-Pierre 
Aumont makes a nice lover. Partici- 
pating in the picture is a consider- 
able cast of good players. 

For the first time since 1935, 
when he conducted for the Mozart 
musical film “Whom the Gods 
Love,” Sir Thomas Beecham di- 
rected the complete music score of 
a film. It isn’t noteworthy. Cane. 








The Lost One 
(‘La Traviata’) 
(ITALIAN) 


| Columbia release of Gregor Rabinovitch 
|(William Szekely) production. Stars Nelly 
|Corradi, Gino Mattera. Directed by Car- 
| mine Gallone. Screenplay by Hamilton 
| Benz, adapted from epera, ‘La Traviata,” 
with music by Giuseppe Verdi and librette 
by F. M. Piave, and from “‘La Dame aux 
Camelias,’’ by Alexander Dumas, 4Jr.; 
camera, Arturo Gallea: editor, Niccolo Laz- 
sari: musical adapter, Luigi Rieci; con- 
ductor, Ettore Panizza. At Goklen, N. ¥4 
March 29, '48. Running time, & MENS, 
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Moffett and Connie Marshall f ReaGepapnee Sapte 95 35 rina loanee Wayne | time, 79 MENS. ae In addition to the two stars and filmed in Rome by Gregor Rabino- 
On the technical end. film has | (ams {,Jonn Banner Se Tee it er Senne Lee Walls, who are in tep form, | vitch as first of six pictures sched- 
some class contributions. James | Victor....:..+ccsecereerees ses Telipe Turich | Inspector Harris.......0s- William Hartnelt | Wileox has gathered some notable | uled for Columbia release, is sev-, 
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Walter udy Garland, Gene Kelly; features 


Owen eZ. Ghulys Cooper, | Reginald 
Screenp) iy kine by Vincente Minnelli. 
rich; } ayy Albert Hackett, Frances CGood- 


Camer haga ye play by S&S. N. Behrman: 
80ngs - Col calor), Harry = Stradling; 

my Oke orter: - . ? - 
dances, Robert music, Lennie Hayton: 


Blunche Sewell, Alton. Gene Kelly; editor, | 


Trades rs 
mrs time, 101 MINE” See OG 48. 
anuela , . . 


Remfin.,. tense Judy Garland 
D eee ety OR a Dae ee 6 das 6 O50 < Gene Ieelly 
Mead yore VStwae. Walter Slexak 
he Advani cot te eee: Gladys Cooper 
The ~ nh Oe PEE Oaths ace 6 « Reginald Owen 
Gaudsmith 7 ERS ade Nii eh wig ee 
et Canc Nichol tte 
F “Si hehlad ie SO J 

Mercedog BSUS TS CCE ceodectraves Lok Deem 
Lizanig "7" ttt te tee eee eee eee Ellen Ross 
Cacilia 2: Set tate werssees ses Mary Jo Ellis 
Bloine gi ooo teens sees eeee. Jean Dean 
Gumi Shek LT Mariou Murray 
| nih Se Se Ben Lessy 
Jugs) “oy : tte ete eee eeeeeee eed Jerry Bergen 
(MES teh UO COLES ee ee ‘al Setz 
Nicholng “ast to tes ess Cully Richards 


's Brothers, Gaudsmith Brothers 

“The Pirate” 
It’s an e 
musica] 
amusing 





is escapist film fare. 
ye and ear treat of light 
entertainment, garbing its 
hie on antics, catchy songs and 
certain sae in brilliant color for 
ireed’s production ~ lg 
Mare ont backing to show off the 
Ge — Kee ainment content. 
lem Kelly and Judy Garland 
“oh Pen paeceend in selling the 
departments — to make Pirate” 
PoutY Dleasant to take. The Cole 
that er score is loaded with tunes 
foot ¥ _ over to the ear and the 
~ Miss Garland sells three of 


Footage is mostly on postwar 
Paris as to lecale and plot timing. 
Film practicaliy gives a complete 
,tour of the French capital and in- 
,cludes one impressive sequence on 
beach in Normandy with 
|¢loseups of the battered German 
forts and abandoned Allied ships 
and equipment. These shots are 
highly effective in themselves but 
not sufficiently integrated into the 
film’s general. development. - 

With this film, a.promising new 
'star in the person of Viveca Lind- 
fors is introduced to American 
audiences. (Her first for Warner 
Bros... “Night Unto Night,” is being 
held up for release to follow this 
one.) This girl has beauty and tal- 
ent with a faint Swedish accent, 
a la Ingrid Bergman, which won't 
ao any harm. 

Story has her married to a trai- 
tor and coliaborationist who's been 
brought back to France to stand 
trial for his war crimes. It is the 
efforts of the latter’s henchmen to 
silence her that spring the chase. 
Dennis Morgan plays an American 
vet engaged in the Paris black mar- 
ket with a couple of unsavory Rus- 
sians and Nazis. After taking the 
girl into his safekeeping, a romance 
develops and triumphs with Miss 
| Lindfors testifying against her hus- 
/band and Morgan reforming. 
| Flaw in the script, or maybe the 
‘editing, is an uneven continuity 








by Robert Farnon is appropriately 
impressive. In all, a rewarding pie- 
ture for everybody. Cane. 





For this remake of John Gals- 
worthy’s play (Radio 1930, Sir 
Gera!d du Maurier and Edna Best) 
20th-Fox imported two topnotchers 
‘in William Perlberg and Joseph 
|Mamkiewicz. Result, although not 
Galsworthy, is eminently satisfying, 
and will play to good business here 
and in U. Ss. Screenplay 

Galsworthy stated his theme in a |B) yer nusin Lennox Herkeley; caters, 
matter-of-fact way—how would lJack Hildyard.’ At Studio One, London, 


. March 24, '48. Running time, 112 MENS. 
various people react to an escaped Prince Leopokt........ Jean Pierre Avmoit 


The First Gentleman 
(BRITISH) : 
London, March 25. 


Columbia Pictures production amd release. 
Stars Jean Pierre Aument, Joan Hopkins, 
Cecil Parker, Directed by Cavalcanti. 


convict who had been a gentleman? | Prince Regent..............6. Cecil parker 

; ; j hin Princess Charlotte. .........655 joan Hopkins 
With restraint he avoided anyt 8 Mr. Browmghame, . ..0 2 ssc. cedes Ronald Squire 
sensational. here was no woman | Miss Knight................-4 Athene Seyler 





i } i hou Lady Hertford............ Margaretta Scott 
to fall = love with him, alt gh . Edward, Duke of Kent........4 Jack Livesey 
couple did sympathize. It was a Dr. SBtockmar.....ccesrscconcs Gerard Tleinz 


straightforward story, coming to | Mrs. Griffiths.........+.....0++ joan Young 








the only possible conclusion, an | ese isimee. oo" atuen Geierth 
ending fortunately retained im the | puke of York...........-...- George Curzon 
present version. But the elimina- | Princess Elizabeci...-Betty ee ae 
tion of the fishing scene from the | Princess Augusia......-- Lydia Sherwood 
film betrays a lamentable ignorance Queen Charlotte. ...eseeees Frances Waring 
of British psychology. Lane Wbieeii a cosas cowyl Richard Shayne 
Picture has been brought up to }irmesss soublass--s --0: iy 
date by making Rex Harrison, the | Lady Conyngham......... Melissa Stribling 
escaped convict, an ex-RAF squad- 
ron leader, sentenced to three years Hollywood has often been 
for manslaughter for hitting and | blamed for laying rude hands on 
accidentally killing a policeman | British history, but nobody would 
who was trying to arrest a prosti-|have dared travesty a principal 





character as has been done here. 
In this adaptation of Norman Gins- 
bury’s play, the Prince Regent 


tute in Hyde Park to whom the air- 
'man had been speaking. He is sent 
ito Dartmoor. One foggy morning 
‘he escapes from jail and for a time 
'dodges the police with the aid of a 
‘girl who has fallen in love with 


self-styled “First Gentleman of 
‘Europe,” has been turned into a 


by Nicholas Phipps, frem play | 


‘(afterwards George IV of England). | 


Reriewing “The Lost One” 
from Rome, VarietTy’s Quat. 
says: “Films of this kind mean 
little to Italian audiences, who 
prefer to see and hear oncras 
at opera houses. However, it 
can do well abroad with un- 
sophisticated music lovers and 
Italian-language trade.” 





te ane 


frequently very slow. It will appeal 
to opera-lovers and prove a 





good 
jbet for the art houses, but little 


| more. 

It’s evident that great care, and 
good taste, went into the produc- 
tion. Sets, costumes and general 
‘production are superior by far to 
|most other opera films. Casting 
thas been made with an eye to U.S. 
itastes, with.a handsome Alfredo in 


'Gino Mattera, 24-year-old Italian 


.tenor, find, and an eye-filling beauty 
for Violetta in Nelly Corradi. Not 
only is the lady a knockout visually, 
but she can act. Love scenes be- 
tween the two, despite the artificial, 
mood-dispelling situation of hav- 
ing them flinging arias to each 
other in the tenderest of moments, 
are frequently poignant and of 
much beauty. Handsome couple do 
much to offset the dull spots. 

It’s obvious that the singing is 
dubbed (and sometin.._ the dub- 
‘bing isn’t too perfectly synchron- 
a. Credit goes to Onella Fin- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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Maan 5 Net 


M-G-M presents "B. F.’s DAUGHTER” starring BARBARA 
STANWYCK + VAN HEFLIN - CHARLES COBURN 
RICHARD HART + KEENAN WYNN « A ROBERT Z. 
LEONARD PRODUCTION ~« Screen Play by Luther 
Davis « Based on the Novel by John P. Marquand « Di- 
rected by ROBERT Z. LEONARD «+ Produced by 
EDWIN H. KNOPF « A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayerand Liberty Films present SPENCER 
TRACY « KATHARINE HEPBURN +: VAN JOHNSON 
ANGELA LANSBURY + ADOLPHE MENJOU + LEWIS 
STONE in FRANK CAPRA's “STATE OF THE UNION” 
Based on the Play by Howard Lindsay and Russel Crouse 
Screen Play by Anthony Veiller and Myles Connolly 
Associate Producer ANTHONY VEILLER «+ Produced 
and Directed by FRANK CAPRA «+ A Metro-Goldwyn- 








noe 


M-G-M presents “SUMMER HOLIDAY” + MICKEY 
ROONEY « GLORIA DeHAVEN «+ Walter Huston 
Frank Morgan «+ Butch Jenkins « Marilyn Maxwell 
Agnes Moorehead « Selena Royle « Color by TECHNI- 
COLOR « Adapted by Irving Brecher and Jean Holloway 
From the Screen Play by Frances Goodrich and Albert 
Hackett * Based on the Play “Ah, Wilderness!” by Eugene 
O’Neill + Music by Harry Warren « Lyrics by Ralph 
Blané + Directed by ROUBEN MAMO LIAN. ¢ Pro. 


Wednesday, March 31, 1948 








Mayer Picture 






M-G-M presents JUDY GARLAND «+ GENE KELLY in “THE PIRATE” « WALTER 

SLEZAK « Gladys Cooper « Reginald Owen + Songs by COLE PORTER «+ Color by 

TECHNICOLOR « Screen Play by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich + Based on 

the Play by S. N. Behrman « Dance Direction by Robert Alton and Gene Kelly « Directed 

i beg NTE MINNELLI «+ Produced by ARTHUR FREED « A Metro-Goldwyn- 
yer Picture 


M-G-M presents “BIG CITY” starring MARGARET O’BRIEN +» ROBERT PRESTON 
DANNY THOMAS «+ GEORGE MURPHY «+ KARIN BOOTH +« EDWARD ARNOLD 
BUTCH and introducing to the screen BETTY GARRETT and LOTTE 
LEHMA ¢ Screen Play by Whitfield Cook and Anne Morrison Chapin + Additional 
Dialogue by Aben Kandel + Based on a Story by Miklos Laszlo « As Adapted by Nanette 
Kutner ¢ Directed by NORMAN TAUROG «+ Produced by JOE PASTERNAK + A 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 





duced by ARTHUR FREED « An M-G-M Picture 






\ 
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M-G-M presents CLARK GABLE « LANA TURNER «+ ANNE BAXTER «- JOHN 
HODIAK in “HOMECOMING” « Ray Collins «+ Gladys Cooper « Cameron Mitchell 
A MERVYN LeROY PRODUCTION -« Original Story by Sidney Kingsley + Adaptation 
by Jan Lustig « Screen Play by Paul Osborn « Directed by MERVYN LeROY «+ Produced 
by SIDNEY FRANKLIN ¢ A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 








M-G-M presents ESTHER WILLIAMS + PETER LAWFORD + RICARDO MONTALBAN 
JIMMY DURANTE «+ CYD CHARISSE « XAVIER CUGAT and his orchestra « “ON 
AN ISLAND WITH YOU” + Color by TECHNICOLOR « Screen Play by Dorothy 
Kingsley, Dorothy er, Charles Martin and Hans Wilhelm + From an original story 


Cooper 
by Charles Martin and Hans Wilhelm «+ Directed by RICHARD THORPE « Produced 
by JOE PASTERNAK * A MatehAdeldwyn- Mayer Pletere 








M-G-M presents 

IRVING BERLIN’s “EASTER PARADE” starring JUDY GARLAND- FRED ASTAIRE 
PETER LAWFORD « ANN MILLER + Color by TECHNICOLOR «+ Screen Play by 
Sidney Sheldon, Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett + Original Story by Frances 
Goodrich and Albert Hackett « Lyrics and Music by Irving Berlin * Musical Numbers 
Directed by Robert Alton + Directed by GHARLES WALTERS '+ Produced by 
ARTHUR FREED « A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 











M-G-M presents GREER GARSON + WALTER PIDGEON in “JULIA MISBEHAVES” 

pee a ee rs cod tet JACK CONWh TAYLOR ¢ Lucile Watton 
igel Bruce « ry and « Direct AY « Produced b ETI 

RISKIN + A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture a eee 


M-G-M presents “A DATE WITH JUDY” starring WALLACE BEERY + JANE POWELL 


ELIZABETH TAYLOR * CARMEN MIRANDA « XAVIER CUGAT and his orchestra 
ROBERT STACK + Color by TECHNICOLOR + Screen Play by Dorothy Cooper and 
Dosothy Kingsley + Based on the characters created by Aleen Leslie * Directed by 
RICHARD THORPE « Produced by JOE PASTERNAK « A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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M-G-M presents RED SKELTON + BRIAN DONLEVY in “A SOUTHERN YANKEE” 
ARLENE DAHL « George Coulouris « Lloyd Gough « John Ireland « Minor Watson 
Screen Play by Harry Tugend + From an Original Story by Melvin Frank and Norman 
Panama ¢ Directed by S. SYLVAN SIMON « Produced by PAUL JONES +. A Metro 
Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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turing the basement corner with a 
grand nut of $4,510,800, a shade 
above the 1946 marker of $4,373,- 
256. It paid over $20,000 to 94 of 
its personnel. In second spot again 
is 20th-Fox which met a $15,631,141 
pudget for the year to 255 officers 


and employees (based on the 1946 


roxy). It represents a hike from 

the $13,376,220 paid in its previous 
ear. 

4 Paramount, on the basis of its ’46 
proxy, has now climbed to show 
position with a $12,608,152 bill to 
meet annually. It hands that sum 
to 229 Paramounters. Its previous 
nut was $9,930,738. Warner Bros., 
formerly in third, is down to fourth 
with $11,965,480 paid to 209.on its 
payrolls. That’s an increase from 
its '46 bill of $11,394,944. 

Up at fifth spot is Universal with 
that company’s pay load now total- 
ing $8,430,899 handed 143 officers 
and personnel, against $6,430,032 
paid out in fiscal ’46. U displaced 
RKO, which is paying $7,416,152 
on the basis of its ’46 proxy to 151 
of its personnel. RKO, in the year 
previous, paid $5,208,098. 


Studio Chiefs Top 


Pix Salaries Up $11,071, 


Continued from page 3 





Traditional to the industry, stu- | 


dio chiefs again received the top 
saiaries of any executive branch, 
surpassing even the company 
prexies in their annual stipends. 
Top straight salary went to Louis 
B. Mayer, Metro’s production head, 
in another industry tradition. In 
order of size of pay, they’re listed 
as follows: 

.. .. $500,000 
2. Darryl F. Zanuck (20th). 260,000 


8. William Goetz (U-I).... 254,000 
4.Dore Schary (RKO).... 250,000 
5. Henry Ginsberg (Par).. 219,500 
6. Harry Cohn (Col)...... 197,600 
%. Jack Warner (WB)..... 182,150 


Schary, in addition to his basic 
pay, takes home a small percentage 
of RKO’s net for the year. Cohn, 
formerly in fifth spot, slid to sixth 
as a result of a cut in his pay from 
the 1946 figure of $226,900. 

Presidents’ Payroll 

Against this production handout, 
company prexies were paid as fol- 
lows: 


1.Spyros Skouras (20th). . $255,922 
2. Nich. M. Schenck (M-G) 224,767 
3. Harry Cohn (Col).. 197,600 
4, Nate J. Blumberg (U)... 188,785 
5. Harry M. Warner (WB). 182,100 
“4 Barney Balaban (Par) .. 159,000 


.N. Peter Rathvon (RKO) 104,540 


The distribution end of the biz, 
as usual, came nowhere near pro- 
duction in the magnitude of salary 
payments. Sales toppers took 
roughly 50% of what was doled to 
production veepees. One unusual 
aspect is that the two smallest 
companies listed, Columbia and 
Universal, paid the highest stipends 
to their sales heads. A. Montague, 
Columbia’s sales topper, aided by 
a terrific pay boost of $49,200, 
zoomed in one year from seventh 
spot to first. They’re listed as fol- 
lows: 

1.A. Montague (Col)...... $130,000 
2. William Scully (U)..... 126,606 
3.Wm. F. Rodgers (M-G). 114,714 
4.Benj. Kalmenson (WB). 112,700 
5.Ned E. Depinet (RKO).. 105,010 
6.Chas. M. Reagan (Par). 81,482 


Salary of Andy Smith, Jr., 20th- 
Fox distribution head, hasn’t been 
publicized as yet. Rodgers can re- 
ceive an additional $79,000, based 
on company sales, under his em- 
ployment pact. 

Exhibiter No. 1 Earner 

Highest paid figure in the indus- 

, Charles P. Skouras, National 
Theatre head, falls in the exhibi- 
tion bracket. Otherwise, the ex- 

ibition end draws the lowest pay- 
checks of all. Five theatre toppers 
pulled down the following salaries: 
1, Chas. P. Skouras (20th) . $980,000 
2. Joseph R. Vogel (M-G) . 156,428 
3. Harry M. Kalmine (WB) “112,700 
4.L. H. Goldenson (Par) . 85,000 
5.M. H. Kingsberg (RKO). 71,260 


Info on foreign dept. chiefs is 
Particularly thin since most are not 
Officers of their parent companies. 
Arthur M. Loew, M-G topper, prob- 
ably takes top pay. Only two listed 
are Joseph H. Seidelman (U), who 
8ets $111,006, and Murray Silver- 
Stone (20th), $97,583. 

Ad-pub heads are led by How- 
ard Dietz, M-G) veepee, who now 
takes $104,285 after a boost from 


$81,785 last year. Other known 
Salaries are Nate Spingold (Col), 
$83,200 ($74,450 in ’46):. Mort 


lumenstock (WB), $69,200 ($62,- 
«lng "46). Ad-pub departments 
aramount and RKO are now 

ng run temporarily by veepees 





| 
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in charge of’ budgets. Paul Rai- 
bourn, Par’s exec, takes $30,000, 
and John M. Whitaker, RKO, 
$24,000. 

Five companies list the salaries 
of their general counsel. Their pay 
is as follows: 

1. J. Robert Rubin (M-G). . $215,642 
2. Charles D. Prutzman (U) 111,006 


3. Robert W. Perkins (WB) 87,300 
4. Austin C. Keough (Par). 85,000 
5.G. E. Youngman (RKO). 37,186 


Most of the companies operate 
without board chairmen or with 
nominal designees in that spot. 
Only two chairmen rate high on 
salary rolls and both play an ac- 
tive part in the management. 
They’re J. Cheever Cowdin, U’s 
gavel-wielder, who’s paid $188,785 
annually and Adolph Zukor (Par), 
paid $136,400. Floyd B. Odlum, 


RKO’s chairman, while head of At- | 


las Corp. which controls the film 
company, receives only $240 yearly 
for his RKO position. 





Set for Minn. Hospital 


Minneapolis, March 30. 

Northwest Variety club turned 
over $300,000 to Minnesota U and 
this plus Federal funds will permit 
the construction of a heart hospital, 
first of its kind on a campus. 
Architect plans have been com- 
pleted and work will start early 
this summer, former chief barker 


barkers. 


annually to the hospital. 


Anderson were so honored. 





N.W. Variety’s $300,000 | 





Chi Circuit Bldg. 


Continued from page 9 


the works for the south and south- 
west areas. Only one of four is 
scheduled for opening this spring. 





750-Seater in Ohio 
Toledo. 





Art Anderson told members at a 
dinner to honor five former chief 
Club also is pledged to 
contribute a minimum of $25,000 


| Honored ex-barkers were Eddie 


Ruben, W. H. Workman, Ben 
Blotcky, Maitland Frosch and 
John Branton. Previously two 
other former: chief barkers—Bill 


New 750-seater, costing about 
$200,000, will be built in Pauld- 
ing, O., by Arthur Weaver and 
Jack O’Connell. Will replace old 
Grand destroyed by fire in 1946. 

Contract let for new theatre in 
Celina, ©., for Chakeres-Dwyer 
chain, 





Houston. 
Construction completed on Cas- 





Elson (now chief barker again) and 











U Tele-CBS 











Continued from page 3 


complete television 
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73 Top Pix 


Continued from page 9 g—_—— 





|drive of the Theatre Owners of 


America and the eastern publicity 
committee of the majors to tout 
coming big pix, all majors are 
slating a number of top product 
for release during April-June. 
UA, finally getting under way af- 
ter’ drifting in the first quarter, 
has “Arch of Triumph” and “Time 
of Your Life” set. RKO’s top 
choices are ‘‘Miracle of the Bells” 
and “Mr. Blandings Builds His 
Dream House.” 

Par’s big ones are “Hazard” and 
“The Big Clock.” WB is counting 
on “To The Victor” and “April 
Showers” while 20th has “Iron 
Curtain,” “Scudda Hoo! Scudda 
Hay!” and “Green Grass of Wyo- 
ming.” U’s top releases will be 
“All My Sons” and “Another Part 
of the Forest” and Columbia has 
“Coroner Creek” and “Lady from 
Shanghai” set to go. Metro’s big 
ones are “State of the Union,” 


| “Pirate” and “Homecoming.” 


|video purposes. It’s 


complete 
and features. 


newsreels, shorts 


with it performing the agent’s role 
for television broadcasters. 

Meanwhile, outfit is now carry- 
ing on negotiations with the nets 
for sale of Rank’s projected Olym- 
pics films. 
sive rights to the summer games 
in England and has turned over 
U. S. distribution rights to UWF. 
Understood, number of sponsors 
have already put in bids for reels 
of the Olympics and that a deal 
will be closed shortly. 

If UWF closes with CBS for the 
newsreels, it'll be the second 
major film company making a pact 
of this sort. First of its kind was 
made by 20th-Fox recently when 





also 
deals. 



























department 
and is currently engaged in turn- 
ing. out pix made specifically for 
planning 
departmentalization in 
the field with special divisions for 


Company’s toppers are even mull- 


ing the possibility of creating a 
special department for live talent 


Britisher has exclu- 


|cada theatre, 17 miles from here. 
|A. W. Kleb will run house, which 
}cost $25,000. 


| The Tower reopened here after 
remodeling that cost $50,000. 

First of six Drive-Ins opened at 
Beaumont last week by East Texas 
Theatres. 


Construction of a similar layout 
|in Lufkin is expected to start soon 
| with others to be built in Marshall, 
Longview, Kilgore and Nacog- 
doches. The site for the Lufkin 
house has already been selected 
according to Sam Tanner, district 
manager. 


Julius Gordon is head of the 
East Texas Theatres Circuit. 





600-Seat Mpls. Nabe 
Minneapolis. 

With approval from U. S. hous- 
ing expediter, Volk Bros., indie 
circuit owners, starts work soon 
on a new 600-seat neighborhood 
theatre to replace another house 
about a mile away. 





Drop Theatre Control on Bidg. 
Washington. 


Federal controls on theatre con- 
struction end tomorrow (31) at mid- 





it licensed its reels to Camels as 
sponsor and NBC as network. Both 
Warner Bros. and Paramount are 
in the market for similar 


night. Rent control extension bill, 
which the House and Senate finally 
approved, dropped the McCarthy 
amendment which would have ex- 
tended the limitations on amuse- 
ment construction an- additional 





year. 


out of 10 Screen, Stars 
are Lux Girls! 


FC Adds 65 To 
Sales Staff As 
— Distrib Expands 


Midway inh its expansion program 
| launched at end of last year, Film 
| Classics has built up its distribu- 
, tion force with the addition of 
, about 65 salesmen and sales execs 
| in the last three months. Move was 
|ecued by Joseph Bernhard, FC 
prexy, and B. G. Kranze, veepee 
| over sales, to coincide with com- 
pany’s switch to handling new 
product as well as reissues. 


| On its own corner of the recently 

completed Nassour studios in Hol- 
| lywood, FC has blueprinted 14 pix 
'for this year with over half in 
| Cinecolor. Also will handle sever- 
| al indie-produced films through its 
distribution setup which is being 
|extended overseas. Kranze has 
| completed his organization toppers 
with appointment of division man- 
| agers for all major territories, in- 
‘cluding Jake Lutzer, southwest; 
|'Max Roth, midwest, and George 
| Waldman, N. Y. metropolitan dis- 
i trict. Sam Wheeler is in charge 
|of sales and production on the 
Coast. 

Al Zimbalist, ad-publicity chief, 
has named Sid Gross as his as- 
sistant. FC recently took larger 
homeoffice quarters in Paramount 
building, N. Y. 








Organize Charlotte 


Co. to Make Westerns 
Charlotte, N. C., March 30. 


Western Adventure Productions 
has been organized in Charlotte to 
produce westerns. John Mangham 
of Atlanta is president. Other of- 
ficers include Francis White, Char- 
lotte, secretary and treasurer; Joy 
Houck and E. V. Landachie, New 
Orleans, vice-president. Rond Or- 
mond of Hollywood will be in 
charge of production. 


Screen Guild will release. 











“Lux Soap care leaves skin 
softer, smoother,” 


says lovely 


IRENE DUNNE 


Here’s a proved complexion care! In recent Luz 
Toilet Soap tests by skin specialists, actually 
three out of four complexions became lovelier in 
a short time. “I work the fragrant lather well in,” 
says Irene Dunne. “As I rinse and then pat with 
a soft towel to dry, skin takes on fresh new 
beauty.” Don’t let neglect cheat you of romance, 


Take the screen stars tip! 
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18 PICTURES 
= é . F ° when his automobile was stuck by|months ago, dailies have been giv- 
A E one. ing at least three to four times 
in way 2rem Wilson ar formerly with ner ae 


Eagie-Lion -ex- films, 
- changes in Philadelphia, joined St. | whelming part of the feat 
Chis Grand, Palace; Xchange News |2i.t2 722 S25: ere "sce | 
) » + Son Cae ee Johnny Jones here to take over 


operations of Jones, Linnick and 





Chicago. *- 


booking away from its former . 
downtown release houses, RKO to an indie. 





a breakdown of the new 5% amuse~| ccnacffer, while brother Aaron va- 


Grand and Palace. Universal has; gay) Avten te Eagle Lion —| ductions, Inc., films inked by Dezel|beimer, Al Simon, Irving Mack 


booked “Casbah” into the Essaness}  witliam Auten named exeejin N. Y. Company has U. S: 
Oriental, April 22. Exchange here| ,ictant to Sam L. Seidelman,|tribution rights to blocks of 





Walter Woods, former assistant 





has not set firstrun film im that te ae al im Miami. 


house for several years. Under: .. Auten, for the past yéar, has 


ment tax. Film houses paid $44,- 4 
Universal has joined Metro and | rounds in subsequent-run theatres. | 482 eut of a total of $51,531. cations in California. ; 


other major distributors in final! Moveover to an affiliate is ver- teem bin { Eagle Lion and Flim Classics 
2 Y | potem under the JP rules but net Al Desel Sets Franchises granted 15% hike to B-64 union 


against Paramount Pictures, gi 

the house 28-day availability pri 
second run here. The Royal and 
Paramount, which, with Eazic. are 
last run, will have same moveup, 


Wolf Embassy Pix Sales M 

Joe Wolf joined Embassy Pic. 
tures a @S general sales man- 
ager. neg ‘was Columbia 





Jackson Park decree, films playin€|}.0n United Artists’ asst. sales su- Meim’s SG Pest manager at Woods, is shifted to|Gem 


Grand or Palace are limited to 


perviser for Europe. He’s the som Dallas. ithe Lamar, while Anthony Churnet- 


two-week showing. Originally this PPC o) Harold Auten, former UA| Robert E. Helms, veteram ex-/ski goes from the Ardmore to the 


pic was set for Palace to start) 43 Arthur Rank exec. 


change employee, joined Screen Woods. 


April 28 Metro is skirting Bala: 4 Charles Vukovich| Guild Productions of Texas as| Nathan Slepyan, former Manta- 
ban & Katz with top product and], “i. 0D D2" Hedley, art director.| booker. Emtering the industry in| Rose booker, will manage the New 


booking into theatres not affected 





then 
K afttliste showesss, and then | tinea tn city’s history. 


theatre, after two-week period ex-| The Lincoln, Bunker Hill, I. 
pires. 350-seater operated by T. A. Baker, Fiecks Ask Mere Space 


picture 
i Ibany Indie’s Upped Clearance 
r, “Naked” wil day-and- | wrecked by the tornado that swept! Exchange flacks have formed a A 
Gute in a Sock of aaiiien and |through part of Missouri and I1-| committee to try and get Chi news- Albany. 


mabe B&K houses. Through that |linois recently. 





| their ad rates for picture theatres,! 1. used for first two musicals with 
effective April 1. The new rate is! 21) Brazilian casts. Rowley’s father 


Vukovich has been staff artist in| 1915, he was with RKO for 18) Era house, Harvey, IL 
the company for the last 18 months. | years and did a seven-year stretch 





with Universal. ~ Grady’s Cincy Berth 


St. Leo Dailies Up Pix Ad Mates | Ed Rowley, Jr., made general! james J. Grady boosted to’ 


manager of a new Brazilian picture|,,..-h manager of Paramount's 


to 
: d St. Louis. k 
a Bey The three dailies here have hiked company which plans starting work | cincinnati exchange. He takes 


in June. Existing facilities will over from Walter Wiens, trans- 


| ferred to Denver as branch topper 


there. Wiens is filling the vacancy 
heads Robb & Rowley circuit here. caused by the recent death of Ches- 


ter Bell. 








Chicago. 


papers to give them more space. Stipulation signed ‘ast week in! 








device, film will be kept im the| Ruby S’Renco, owner of Art the-| _ Public relations men say that | American Arbitration Assn. case 
Loop while making its mandatory atre here, escaped serious injury)since typos walked out several 
nes 


brought by the Eagle theatre 
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Faster service . & 
te HAWAH! 


. United’s DC4 Mainlimer 300s 
By 00 Hawaii in 934 hrs. from 
Sam Francisco and in 13 hrs. 

. from Los Angeles. 






AIR LINES 


UNITED) 











leave MEW YORK at noon... arrive 

Les Angeles af 7:30 7.2. + 

Fly to Hollywood im the world’s finest airliner — United's DC-6 
Mainliner 300! 


Board “the Les, Angeles” at moon, enjoy delicious luncheon and 
dinner aloft, and arrive im time for an evening's. entertainment 
(at 7:50 p.m.). 


You fly at 300 miles an hour im a beautiful, spacious cabin that’s 
pressurized for low-level comfort at high altitudes. 


Call now for reservations — for the best trip you've ever had! 


Fights operate on sandard tome. 





Airlines Terminal, 80 E. 42nd Sereet or Pennsylvania 
Motel. Brooklyn: Hetel St. George. Call Murray Hill 
° 2-7300 or an 
authorized travel agent. 
e 


UNITED AIR LINES 


PASSENGERS - MAM - EXPRESS + FREIGHT 
the Main Line Airway 
fakes you nearly everywhere 








Teany Stern Quits WE 
Pittsbur 

Tony Stern, with WB oe 
years but more recently chief 
booker for company in Cleveland, 
pin en te open an indie booking 

Pred LaBelle, personne! manager 
for WB theatres, taking a leave 
abadm, tata mated te ae 

replaced 
Taffer, from homeofflice. - 

WB has bought, for $75,000, the 
property which now houses the 
Harris theatre, Donora, Pa., oper- 
ated by Warner circuit. 





Tom Bello, Jr., named pilot of 


Blatt circuit Drive-In near Altoona, 





3 Mo.-Kans. Allied Regionals 

’ Kansas City. 
Allied exhibs of Kansas and Mis- 
souri will hold added regional 
meetings in April. First will be 
April 17 im Wichita, Kans. Second 
will be in Moberly,-Mo., April 20. 
Third is in Cameron, Mo., April 21, 


New Values 


Continued frem pare 6 


On that basis it is expected that 
the total American divvy will also 
be determined and made quarterly, 


Can Use Blocked Pounds 


To Pay Off British Stars 


Washington, March 30. 

Hollywood may pick up an extra 
$2,000,000 to $3,000,000 on the new 
British film agreement by paying 
British stars in this country in 
pounds sterling frozen in England, 
rather than in dollars. That was 
disclosed by Eric Johnston in a 
joint press interview with J. Arthur 
Rank here last week. 
















The Motion Picture Assn. of 


| America prez explained that Amer- 


ican companies now pay doilars for 
the services of British players in 
this country. However, the dollars 
go to the British government 
which, in turn, pays off the picture 
people in pounds. Under the new 
arrangement, the pounds will come 
out of the blocked currency U. S. 
companies will have in England. It 
will mean that much more realized 

ond the $17,000,000 permitted 
for remittance, plus what British 
pix earn here. 

Rank, facing some 30 U. S. and 
British correspondents at the 
MPAA headquarters, described the 
new Angio-U. S. arrangement as “a 
very good agreement.” 


Strange Parallel 


Centiaued frem page 3 


Lilinois. Both men later special- 
ized in economics. 











Floyd Odium’s Atlas Corp. gained 
control He's been Atlas’ financial 
watchdog. Before that he was as- 
sociated with Atlas itself. Previ- 
ously he had been with a number 
of chemical outfits. During the 
war he served as special assistant 
to Leon Henderson in the Office 
of Price Administration and to 
Henderson's successor, Prentiss 
Brown. He later was consultant 
to the Foreign Economic Admin- 
istration. 

Raibourn was an economist for 
Paramount and has long been in 
charge of its television activities. 
He’s prez of Television Produc 
tions, Inc., its wholly-owned sub- 
sid. Prior to joining Par he was 
in the radio divisions of Westing- 
house and American Telephone 
Telegraph Corp. 

It's believed that both RKO and 
Par are working on a temporary 
basis in not having official heads 
of their pubad departments and 
that in each case someone will 
upped from the ranks or a suitable 
man on the outside will be Jocated 
and brought in. 


See op 
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| “So freighted with entertainment values as 
to guarantee a tip-top boxoffice experience 


..» Played like a house afire on the occasion 
of its preview.” 


-MOTION PICTURE HERALD 


“Tremendously moving . . . Told with com- 
| pelling sympathy and great heart . . . Will 
rate audience acclaim.” 


“A solid hit .. . can hardly fail to strike a 
responsive chord in the hearts of all.” 


- BOXOFFICE 


- VARIETY 


“Immense audience satisfaction seems des- 


tined to be the happy fate of this sterling “Comes to the screen with all the warmth 


§68e hk—£,© £9; ~— or 


attraction ... Valli is excellent, MacMurray 
never better. Sinatra a pleasant surprise.” 


- MOTION PICTURE DAILY 


“A strange, rare and strongly affecting 
drama... Has.a profoundly different theme 
that engrosses and maintains a strong grip 
on the imagination.” 


the beauty and the tenderness of the novel 
preserved intact.” 


- HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


“Outstanding entertainment, not only for 
those who read the book, but for millions of - 


others who revel in heart-warming screen 





| fare.’ 

| - FILM DAILY 
«| - SHOWMEN’S TRADE REVIEW 
: asa pep “= ee “Big boxoffice . . . provides colorful acting 


spots for the trio of stars.’ . 






ot ; cynics reaching for their handkerchiefs.” ~/NDEPENDENT FILM JOURNAL 

‘a | , -DAILY VARIETY . | 
ae | “A wonderful, enthralling picture destined 7 ‘ 
me | : “A picture certain to land among the higher to rank with the outstanding successes of a 
3 successes everywhere.” recent years.” - | 
io - THE EXHIBITOR FILM BULLETIN i 
and "on. ; 
Lhe >. 
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vn LEE J, COBB-naro.o vERMIYEA 


- Produced by JESSE L. LASKY and WALTER MacEWEN + directed by IRVING PICHEL 
Sereen Play by BEN HECHT and QUENTIN REYNOLDS 
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Gamble Offers Naify 


Continued from page 3 








ang into the circuit are George | circuit, United Artists circuit, Fox- 
por ig, Bevel Skouras, Robert Han- | Midwest, Fox-Wisconsin, Fox-Inter- 
negan, former Democratic national | mountain and Fox-West Coast. 
chairman and Postmaster General, | Despite the multiplicity of po- 
and Ed Pauley, wealthy oil man | tential buyers for Naify’s interest, 
who until recently held. several | he shows no great desire to sell. 
sub-Cabinet posts in Washington. | He has listened to the offers of 
both Gamble and Levy, but told 
Hannegan and Pauley VaRIETY this week that he “doubts 
Interest of Hannegan and Pauley | if anything will develop.” He said 
is strongly denied by insiders. | he and ‘his family “like Golden 
Charles Skouras is in the same | State and want to hold on.” 
position as Schenck because of his Has No Partners 
association with a major company, Camble maintained to Naify that 
but is definitely interested in the | he has no partners or associates in | 
event the U. S. Supreme Court de- | the deal and that the source of the | 
crees divorcement. | eoin he’d invest is entirely a New 
Should 20th-Fox be forced to! York bank. He is willing to make 
dispose of its National Theatres a deal by which he and Naify | 
holdings, Schenck and Skouras are | would be even partners and pay off 
reported ready to pull out and join | Schenck or a three-way deal in- 
with Gamble and some of the pres- | cluding Schenck. 
ent NT subsid circuits to form a| Gamble offered Naify exactly | 
large chain of their own. Included, | the same price per share for the | 
if possible, would be Golden State, | United California stock as Naify | 
Gamble’s holdings in Indianapolis | paid when he bought out McNeil 
and Oregon, Skouras houses in St. | and Emmick. The $6,750,000 offer | 
Louis, Fox Metropolitan New York | for the shares is based on a total | 
i 








value of United California and all 
its holdings and subsids of about 
$25,000,000. 

Corporate setup of UC and sub- 
sids is highly complicated. It owns 
and operates 140 theatres directly, 
but also holds about 75% of the 
stock of Golden State Theatre & 
Realty Co. (39 houses) and the 
major part of T. & D., Jr., Enter- 
prises, Inc. (58 houses). T. & D., 
in turn, holds a 50% interest in 
San Francisco Theatres, Inc. (6 
houses). 

United Cal also owns some non- 
theatre real estate directly, plus 96 
pieces through Golden State. Most 
valuable of the latter is a. whole 


‘block in downtown Oakland, Cal. 
This parcel, incidentally, is a very | 


sore point with McNeil and Em- 
mick. 

When Reynolds was originally 
trying te make.a deal to purchase 
Golden State from Naify, McNeil 


| and Emmick (before the latter two 


sold to Naify), the parcel was left 
out. When Naify made his deal 
with McNeil and Emmick he in- 
cluded it in, getting it for its book 
value of $800,000. McNeil and 
Emmick now claim that was un- 
fair, since its actual value is about 
$1,700,000. 
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Hudson’s Salesmen Pitch 


Continued from page 4 





age two exhibs daily. He thinks “that pix chosen by the committee 
the rank-and-filers can blanket the a the best coming from Hollywood 
country in short order and help |* ould be played up, regardless of 


sell TOA’s new program. Hudson, | “at theatre in town books any 
himself, will devote 50% of his|Partieular film. Exhibs may be 
time in New York until the cam- =e ons product, in 
paign is well under way. aie His ier is also 
TOA, according to Hudson, will |same token. is plaving we’ cout? 
ask the National Screen Service |ing product als» ayimg up compet- 
_ pps. — ag i eee ek No set budget is planned for the 
year—in bill posters and be alierd: —— Boies: to Hudson, 
Committee will also prep material | without ae a w That's 
4 ar atl ag ee pe! sc oe, unaersenng with the TOA 
| § Ss, d. . 
|parent-teacher associations and Besides Hudson, committee 
\like groups. Hudson wants the |¢ludes Bob Weit: ce it 
; ; 28) PS aura man, Charles 
exhibs to be ready to answer tick- | Winchell, David Jones, Senn L;: 
‘lish questions on so-called red|jer and Harry Browning Ted 
| activities in Hollywood | and |Gamble. TOA prexy, is ‘well 
 sswaenend films further juvenile de- | chief of the publicity drive : 
quency. 

On the subject of trailerizing big 
up-and-coming product, Hudson | 
doesn’t expect too much difficulty 
from exhibs. “We want to get | 
across the idea to them,” he said, 














Self-Regulation | 
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hard-bitten, uncompromising view 











of practically any transaction. 

Suggested idea, it is understood 
would be for reps of all companies 
which figure to share im the dollar 
pool from England to get together 
and elect a board of perhaps five 
men. This body would pass on any 
move to get coin out of the pool 
before the~idea was put into effect 
er broached to the British Board 
of Trade. 

Whether any agreement on such 
a self-regulatory commission could 
be reached is uncertain now, since 
there’s much competition among 
th> companies to find ways to ex- 
tract their frozen balances. Any 
company which has a really clever 
idea, naturally, has no desire to 
impart it to anyone else who might 
make use of it first. 

A number of rather ingenious 
ideas have already been evolved, 
some of them quite simple, others 
remarkably complex. One of the 

simple ones which appears to be 
0 legal under the pact is for an 

American company to obtain rights 
+ from an English author or play- 
wright to receive all his U. S roy- 
alties. Then the equivalent, plus 
a liberal bonus, is paid to the au- 
}thor in England out of the blocked 
pounds. 











| UA OK’ 

! $ 
Continued from page 9 
went to Palestine for the British 


Ministry of Information during the 
war and decided to stay there to 











help build up the country for the 

























TO REGISTER 
’ WRITE COMMITTEE 
HEADQUARTERS 


Variety Club 
of Greater Miami 


Alcazar Hotel, 
Miami, Fla. 


| Registration Fee 





sval fond 


REGISTER NOW, FOLKS 
Jor the Show Event of the Year! 
Screven! RemsarMe.’ 
HURRY! HURRY! HURRY! 


The Chaice Reems are Going Fast! 


Jews. 

No licensing agreement has been 
set yet for China. There’s no coin 
coming out of most of the terri- 
tory, which is covered fr6m Shang- 
hai, although dollars are being re- 
ceived from the Hong Kong area. 

Since UA’s contract with its pro- 
ducers provides it must have its 
own offices abroad, the filmmakers’ 
assent had to be received before 
the change to licensing could be 
made. Producers still are under no 
obligation to go along if they don’t 
want to, but are guaranteed that 
in no event will they receive less 
than 50% of remittable coin col- 
lected by the local distrib. 

Producers had been paying UA 
35% for distribution in Egypt. 
Now they'll pay the local distrib 
3242% (which may come down to 
2742% in a short time), plus 10% 
to UA. Somewhat similar arrange- 
ment will prevail in Palestine. 


Olympic Reels 


Continued from page 3 














bility of a knockdown Anglo- 
American battle threatened here 
tofore. 


It’s understood Rank has sanc- 
tioned American participation 1 
the games on the advice that ex 
ercising exclusivity would likely 
have future repercussions. Yan 
newsreels might have combined to 
shut out Rank’s cameramen from 
events occurring in the U. S. Brit 
isher, besides, is primarily inter- 
ested in the feature pic which he 
intends to piece together from 
clips of the sports events. ; 

Rank had promised that G. : 
Woodham - Smith, his attorney, 





| would take up the matter on his 
lrecent return to England from 4 


visit to the U. S. Previously, 
American reels had threatened @ 
3 boycott of the games. 
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“ANN DVORAK « CAROLE LANDIS in 


“OUT OF THE BLUE 


From the story by Vera Caspory,; author of “Laura” 


"it You're Looking | for Chiiis and Tarts,” says Hedda Hopper, see 
JOHN HODIAK © SYLVIA SIDNEY ¢ ANN RICHARDS in 


"LOVE FROM A STRANGER” 


“with John Mowerd » Isobel Bisors 


“Tian, the New Thriliuleid!’--Wailter Winchell — — 


“T MEN’: 


starring DENNIS. O'KEEFE 
with Mary Meade » Alfred Ryder + Wally Ford 
Jume Lockhart * Charles McGrow 
Presented by EOWARD SMALL 


Magnificent Thrills as the £1 Pasa Kid Rides the Westl 


“THE MAN FROM TEXAS: 





starring JAMES CRAIG * LYNN BARI * JOF 
with Une Merkel * Welly Ford « Harry Davenport - 


Another Terrifie Drama by the Men Who Mode “T-Men”! 


"RAW DEAL’ 


starring DENNIS O'KEEFE . 
- CLAIRE TREVOR © MARSHA — 
Presented ~ sowaro _— 


Sere a 


starring ARTURO DE CORDOVA * LUCILLE BREMER 
TURHAN BEY ¢ NOREEN NASH 
and cast of thovsands 


All-Star Drame of o Man Whose Lusi for Power Destroyed Him! 
: ZACHARY SCOTT © LOUIS HAYWARD 

DIANA LYNN © SYDNEY GREENSTREET 
LUCILLE BREMER © MARTHA VICKERS in 


"ROTRLESS" 


Produced by ARTHUR S$. LYONS 


Filmed on an Unparalleled Scale of Quideer Actiont 
JOAN LESLIE © JAMES CRAIG * JACK OAKIE in 


IN CINECOLOR! 
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The Lest One 


eschi, Mattera, Tito Gobbi, Fran- 
cesco Albanese and Arturo La 
Porta for the actual singing. But 
the singing is of high order, and 
the recording is exemplary, with 
the sound track superior to most 
such pix: Ettore Panizza, former 
conductor at the N. Y. Met, has 
handled singers, as well as sup- 
orting orchestra and chorus of the 
tome Opera House, with skill and 
distinction. Camera work is fine, 
with some lovely outdoor shots. 


Film follows the opera closely. 
Prolog has Dumas, the writer, and 
Verdi, the composer, standing by 
the grave of the noted Parisian 
courtesan, Alphonsine Plessis, in a 
Montmartre cemetery, discussing 
her life and loves. Then the film 
fades into the familiar opera tale 
of the lady who deserts her fast 
Parisian life for her new-found 
young love, their breakup and her 
tragic end. Most of the film is sung, 
and all in ftalian. 

The prolog is in English, and a 
running commentary throughout 
the film, done in English as if the 
heroine is reading her diary, ex- 
plains the story perfectly to elim- 
inate need for subtitles. The diary 
voice is a little confusing, the audi- 
ence believing it is Violetta’s, and 
being constantly surprised as 


spoken word in English is imme- | 
diately followed by singing voice | 


in Italian. Matter should have been 
cleared up a bit. 

Film is also badly cut in a couple 
of places, especially at the begin- 
ning of one tenor aria, to make it 
jerky. Spoken dialog, as it’s read 


from the diary, is somewhat stilted | . 


and corny at times, too. Pic is a 
good attempt at translating opera 
alatably fer U.S. audiences, but 
y its very nature is limited in ap- 
peal. Bron. 


‘ Snow bound 
(BRITISH) 


London, March 24. 

RKO release of J. Arthur Rank, Sydney 
Box-Gainsborough production. 
Robert Newten, Dennis Price, Herbert Lom. 
Directed by David MacDonald. 
by 
from ‘The Lonely Skier’: by 
Innes. Music, Cedric Thorpe Davie; editer. 
Charles Knott; camera, Stephen Dude. At 
Odeon, Marble Arch, London, March 23, ’48. 
Running time, #4 MENS, 


Featurés 


Screenplay 
David Evans, Keith Campbell, adapted 
Hammond 


come an assortment of folk ail 
searching for the hideout. It is a 
sure formula for a game of cops 
and robbers, and will find favor 
here with most audiences, although 
a little less doublecrossing would 
have made the story less compli- 
cated and more enjoyable. For U. S. 
it should fit into dual bills. 

Main failing of the yarn is that 
situations do not thrill sufficiently, 
even when all the protagonists are 
|snowbound in the hut and trigger- 
| pulling, knife-throwing, and a 
raging fire become inevitable. 
| Robert Newton plays his usual 
| self as an ex-British Intelligence 
officer. Dennis Price is a careless 
| hero, Herbert Lom scowls suitably 
|as a Nazi, Marcel Dalio is duly ac- 
‘ceptable as a conspirator, Guy 
Middleton is effectively nonchalant 
as a British deserter, and Stanley 
Holloway contributes his quota of 
laughs as an innocent cameraman 
drawn into the hornets’ nest. For 
|corpses it rivals “Hamlet.” 

For the romantic interest Mila 
Parely was imported from Paris, an 
experiment difficult to justify by 
| results. Cane. 





Confessions of a Rogue 
(FRENCH) 


Distinguished Films release of Constella- 
tien Films production. Stars Louis Jouvet; 
| features Suzy Delalr. Directed by Constan- 
tin Geftman. Sereenplay, Henri Jeanson 
ifrom scenario by Jacques Companeez; cam- 
Jean Feyte; English tities, Walter 
At Pix, N. Y., March 26, ‘48. Run- 
MINS. 
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(In French; English Titles) 

“Confessions of a Rogue” is a 
neat comedy item from France 
slated for solid returns in the sure- 
seater circuit. Taking the old Hol- 
lywood chestnut of a double iden- 
tity mixup, this pic turns it into a 
tasty souffle of Gallic wit, shyness, 
sexiness and cynicism. 

Louis Jouvet, France’s most pop- 
ular and, apparently, most active 
thesper who’s also being seen here- 


erek Engles.....cesiseeses obert New : ‘ 

Rel Blain tans Price} abouts in “Volpone” and “Jenny 
Keramikes aqretesestsseeese: Herbert ; Lom Lamour,” is a one-man show in this 
tefan BIGID .ccwccscsessesssd areel Datio H H 

Joe Weaeeh..s scsckeciwcess Stanley Holloway production. Playing a super 
Gilbert Mayne. ...cccscseet ss Guy Middleton | Swindler, Jouvet assumes a _ half- 


Mila Parely 
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Scene for this thriller is a ski- 
hut in the Alps, cache of Nazi gold 
Germany was de- 
feated. Like flies to a sugar-tart 


buried when 





dozen different roles with which to 
con his clientele and tickle his U.S. 
fans. A consummate artist, he’s 


able to suggest a new personality 
through an eyebrow flick or a slight 
resetting of his chin. 

First half of the film is a spar- 
kling recital of Jouvet’s technique 
selling museums to gullible 





of 





WARNER BROS. PRESENTS 
JACK CARSON © ANN SOTHERN 


in 
“APRIL SHOWERS" 
with 
ROBERT ALDA Ss Z. SAKALL 
Directed by JAMES V. KERN 
IN PERSON 
CLAUDE THORNHILL 
His Piano and His Orchestra 
plus MOREY AMSTERDAM 
NER BROS. 


WAR 
STRAND 








provincials. Complications set in 
midway with the introduction of 
the swindler’s double, a mousy, 
honest clerk, who’s picked up by 
the police for the other’s crimes. 
The doubles finally team up to con- 
found the cops, but through a sharp 
turnabout, the honest man comes 
out on top with the swindler’s loot 
and mistress. 


Principal support to Jouvet is de- 
livered by Suzy Delair, a _ pert 
looker with a sharp sense of humor. 
Other thespers in minor roles also 
turn in good performances. Eng- 
lish titling by Walter Klee is com- 
petent, but several important dia- 
log bits are left ———— 
erm. 





Last Days of Beot Hill 


(SONGS) 
Hollywood, March 27. 

Columbia release of Colbert Clark produc- 
tion. Stars Charles Starrett; features 
Smiley Burnette, Virginia Hunter, Paul 
Campbell, Mary Newton, Cass County Boys. 
Directed by Ray Nazarro. Original sereen- 
play, Norman 8. Hall; camera, George F. 
Kelley; editer, Paul Borofsky. Reviewed 
at Valley, 


North Hollyweed, March 26, ‘48. 
Running time, 55 MINS. 
Steve Waring 


. Charles Starrett 
The Durango Kid) 


Smiley Burnette.........-.Smiley Burnette 
Paula Thorpe...........-+. Virginia Hunter 
Frank Rayburn.............Paul Campbell 
Mrs. Forrest Brent.....-+++++ Mary Newton 
Reed Brokaw.......+essseese .. Bill Free 
Dan McCoy..........-.J. Courtland Lytton 
Bronce Peters....+...e0:: ...Bob Wilke 
Forrest Brent.........+: .Alan Bridge 
The Cass County Boys 





The Durango Kid rides again in 
“Last Days of Boot Hill” to bring 
six-gun justice to prairie evildoers. 


by flashback is unusual for this 
forthright series that draws a clear 
line between right and wrong. It’s 
also production sleight-of-hand, 


budget, but the Saturday matinee 
fans of western derring-do won't 
mind. 


In between the action, four 
musical interludes are spotted with 
standard results. Charles Starrett 
walks through his assignment as 
the U. S. Marshal on the trail of 
$100,000 in gold stolen years be- 
fore, adopting the Durango char- 
acter to deal out the villains’ just 


roly-poly undercover assistant, in 
between working with the Cass 
County Boys on oatunes such as 
“Texas Belle,” “Lookin’ Out, 
Lookin’ In,” “On My Way Back 
Home” and “Giddey-Ap.” 

Ray Nazarro’s direction puts the 
players through their paces in okay 
style, although film could have 
used a few spectacular thrills out- 
side of the tried-and-true chase 
and gun fight. Casting is stand- 
ard, villains looking like villains 
and the good element in shining 
armor: Starrett’s dual function as 
the law and the outlaw, saves. Vir- 
ginia Hunter’s ranch from skull- 
duggery by Mary Newton, Bill 
Free and J. Courtland Lytton. 
Standing by is Paul Campbeil as 
romantic interest for the heroine. 

Colbert Clark produced and 
George Kelley did the lensing in 
standard outdoor fashion. Brog. 
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IRENE DUNNE Im George Stevens’ Prod. of 


“| REMEMBER MAMA" 
Barbara Osear Phi 
BEL GEDDES @ HOMOLKA @ pone 


Produced by HARRIET PARSONS 
Musie Hali’s Great Easter Stage Show 








Sunshine Girls 
Starlighters 





“Song of Idaho” is another of 
Columbia’s light-budgeted rural 
comedies with music. It has plenty 
to please, particularly in the corn 
belt. A fast pace, able clowning by 





FRED WccURRAY | 
Voll 


FRANK SINATRA 


by RKO RADIO PICTURES 


RIVOLI "sxe 








Team Valli, Cotten 
Hollywood, Maren 20. 

Valli, on loanout from David O. 
Selznick, will co-star with Joseph 
Cotten in “Weep No More,” to be 
produced by Robert Sparks at 
RKO, starting April 14. 
Picture will be the second at 
RKO for the Italian actress. First 
was “The Miracle of the Bells,” a 
Lasky-MacEwen production. 





the Hoosier Hotshots, Kirby 
Grant’s very listenable baritone, 
and other ingredients are all on 
the credit side. 

Plot is the one about hillbilly 
singer trying to interest his spon- 


| | sor in a renewal when show goes 


‘off the air. To get the sponsor’s 
signature, program must please 
latter’s young son, a little hellion. 
Anties center around Hot Shots’ 
effort to win the youngster’s favor 
and the kid’s blackmailing of the 
foursome. Barry. Shipman’s script 
put the ingredients together neatly 
and pleasantly and Ray Nazarro’s 
direction makes it all come out 
entertainingly for the audience at 
which it is_aimed. 

Kirby rant reprises “Idaho” 
several times, gives solid vocal 
treatment to “Driftin’” and ‘‘No- 
body Else But You” in a baritone 
that is good listening. Hot Shots 





‘desserts. Smiley Burnette is his | 


sell several bucolic pieces for 


ing Grant’s singing; the Sunshine 
Girls and the Starlighters. 

June Vincent is a comely pro- 
gram analysist who mixes romance 
with her job. Tommy Ivo does a 
sharp job as the precocious young- 
ster and Emory Parnell is good as 
his father. Dorothy Vaughn, Eddie 
Acuff and Maudie Prickett measure 
up to demands. 

Colbert Clark’s production fur- 
nish good values for the limited 
budget. Lensing and other credits 
are okay, Brog. 


Money Madness 


Film Classics release of Sigmund Neu- 
feld Production. Stars Hugh Beaumont and 





Frances Rafferty. Directéd by Peter Stew- 
art. Original story, Al Martin; editor, Hol- 
brook N. Todd; camera, Jack Greenhalgh; 
musical director, Lee Nrdoedy Tradeshown 
in N. Y. March @&, °48 Running time, 
73 MINS, 

Steve Clark.. Hugh Beaumont 
EAs» ce cvccosecese «+», Mraneces Rafferty 
Donald Harlan Warde 
CRs 2 oc nns cccsendessoves Cecil Weston 
} Mra. Fergusonm....ccsecec::- .-ida Moore 
TROMOTR sc oe pcveccccesccdgers Danny, Morten 
De. WasneP. 02.0600.’ Joel Friedkin 
Policeman. .........++. .... Lane Chandler 





A feeble programmer, “Money 
Madness” will find its market 
limited to the dualers and nabes. 
Small cast, lack of production 
mountings and a trite script re- 
flect an all too-limited budget. Co- 
stars Hugh Beaumont and Frances 
Rafferty are deserving of better 
roles. 

Story’s built around a supposedly 


That most of his action tekes place #ingenious scheme that bankrobber 
Beaumont has hit upon to spend | 





/a $200,000 haul without arousing 
suspicion of authorities. He weds 
|Miss Rafferty, then poisons her 


| has hoarded the money to leave to 
her niece upon her demise. Miss 
Rafferty discovers too late that her 
husband is a crook. 
law eventually catches up 
him, thus satisfying the Produc- 
tion Code’s retribution require- 
ments. 


sympathetic part. Miss Rafferty 
does what she can, and Cecil Wes- 
ton is okay as the carping, hypo- 
chondriacal aunt. Harlan Warde 
contribs a fair job as an attorney 
who sees through Beaumont’s 
machinations. 


Producer Sig Neufeld, an old 
hand at turning out modestly-bud- 
geted program pix, failed to give 
“Money Madness” much help via 
production values. Al Martin's 
scripting is quite ordinary while 
Jack Greenhalgh’s lensing as well 
as other technical credits are ade- 
quate. Gilb, 


Man From Texas 
(SONGS) 


Eagle Lion release of Joseph Fields pro- 
duction: Stars James Craig, Lynn Bart, 
Johnnie Johnston; features Una Merkel, 
Harry Davenport. Directed by Leigh Jason. 
Sereenplay, Joseph Fields and Jerome 
Chodorov, from stageplay by EK. B. Ginty; 
camera, Jackson J. Rose; editor, Norman 
Colbert; songs, Earl Robinson and Joseph 
Fields. Tradeshown in N. Y., March 25, '48. 








Running time, 71 MINS. 
ae weed dbeddaed sce eet James Craig 
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Pie depicts Craig wavering be- 
tween being a law-abiding citizen 
and an outlaw. In between the pic- 
ture falls apart. At one juncture, 
Craig helps a poor widow (Una 
Merkel) lift the mortgage on her 
ranch and then turns arounds to 
rob a bank. After that it’s a free- 
for-all as to whether Craig will re- 
‘form os continue his bandit ca- 
reer. 


Dialog. is surprisingly corny. 
Craig strives hard to be an outlaw 
but with not much success. Lynn 


her better performances. Johnnie 
Johnston adds little to his cine- 
matic career as a guitar - strum- 
ming crooner who bursts into song 
on the slightest provocation. His 
choice of tunes also is question- 
able. Miss Merkel also falters as the 
widow, but maybe it’s what she’s 
asked to do and say. Reed Hadley 
is best of the support. 


Jackson J. Rose’s camera job is 
refreshing. Joseph Fields is cred- 
ited with being producer and con- 
tributing the lyrics to several of 
the cowboy songs, plus teaming 
with Jerome Chodorov on the 
screenplay. - Wear. 








Beaumont struggles with an un- | factor. 


20 Years of Academy 
Awards 


RKO release of Academy of Moti, > 
ture Arts and Sciences production. p Re 
tion by Carey Wilson, Tradeshows in x” 
March 26, 48, Running time, , 


18 MIN 
Showing the Oscar winners ; 
Academy Award pictures sardine 
with 1928, and carrying through 
1947, this novel two-reeler consti- 
tutes a swift-moving quickie close. 
up of the screen industry's tri. 
umphs over the past 20 years. 


Y, 
8, 


It 
was produced by the Academy, 
with proceeds from showing of 


film to be used by the AMPAS in 
furthering constructive work on 
films. It should interest 
dience. 

Carey Wilson carries the running 
story to point up highlights Mary 
Pickford and Warner Baxter are 
shown as first Oscar winners, for 
their work in “Coquette” and “In 
Old Arizona,” respectively. There’s 
also an excellent closeup of Al 
Jolson, given a special award for 
being star in the first talking pic. 
ure (“The Jazz Singer,” for War- 
ners), there’s one of Shirley Tem- 
ple handed special mention when 
she was a child star, plus award- 
ing of special small Oscars to Walt 
Disney. 

Besides showing the Academy 
winners in the outstanding films 
which won them the laurels, each 
year also depicts top sequences 
from each year’s best picture. 
Short carries through to include 
actual presentations to 1947 win- 
ners (awarded March 20) in Holly- 
wood, with Darryl Zanuck, Loretta 
Yourg and Ronald Colman step- 
ping up to receive the Oscars. 
Then typical scenes from “Gentle- 
man’s Agreement,” 20th-Fox 1947 


any au- 


permitting close shaving on the | aunt to make it appear the latter | prizewinner, are given as well as 


sequences from “Farmer’s Daugh- 
ter,” RKO picture for which Miss 


| Young won her prize, and “Double 


However, the | Life,” Universal film for which 
with | 


Colman won his. 

Much of this short’s effective- 
ness stems from Wilson’s deft nar- 
ration. Crisp editing also is a big 
Wear. 








Bari plays his wife, but not one of 








Johnston Rejects 


Continued from pase 4 = 


other loyal Americans to express 


their views in any manner they see 


fit.” 





N. ¥. News’ Brushoff 


Editorial comment by the N. Y, 
Daily News on Eric Johnston's 
okay for actors to be in politics, 
says: “You can’t quarrel with that. 
You can add, however, and we now 
take pleasure in so doing, that 
other Americans are free to put 
the current valuation on the politi- 
cal intelligence of actors. In most 
cases, that correct valuation is 
very, very low... Let us by all 
means continue to tolerate actors 
who bat around in politics; but 
let’s also for our own safety, re- 
fuse to take 99 out of 100 such ac- 
tors seriously.” 
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NEW YORK 


(Continued from page 13) 
fm for run. Final 6 days of fourth 
week on “Albuquerque” (Par), 
$7,000. 

Warner (WB) (1,499; 90-$1.50)— 
“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) (4th- 
final wk). Third session ended last 
(Tues.) night held well at $16,000 
after solid $18,200 for second. 
Showed such strength in second 
frame that it was held a fourth 
week, with “Winter Meeting” (WB) 
opening set back until April 7. 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 
$1.20)—“Man of Evil” (UA). First 
week ending today (Wed.) was 
highly disappointing at $10,000 or 


under, with crix taking it over 
bumps. _ However, holds second 
stanza. Third week ‘8 days) of 


“Black Bart” (U) was $11,000. 


‘MAMA’ CHEERS BUFF., 
$19,000; ‘SCUDDA’ 136 


Buffalo, March 30. 

Big news this week is the big 
business being done by “Remem- 
ber Mama” at Century. “Scudda 
Hoo” is on disappointing side at 
the Buffalo. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Buffale (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Let’s 
Live Again” (20th). Fairly good 
$13,000 or better. Last week, “Al- 
buquerque” (Par) and “Caged 
Fury” (Par), ditto. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) 
— “Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue). 
Nice $13,500 or near. Last week, 
“Saigon” (Par) and “Mr. Reckless” 
(Par), $13,000. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)— 
“A a -Gentleman” (M-G) and 
“Lightning in Forest’ (M-G). Trim 
$8,000 or over. Last week, “Tar- 
zan’s Secret Treasure” (M-G) and 
“Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure” (M-G) 
(r-issues), $7,500. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)— 
“Tarzan’s Secret Treasure” (M-G) 
and “Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure” 
(M-G) (reissues). Okay $3,500. 
Last week, “Black Cat” (U) and 
“Black Friday (U) (reissues), 
$3 .500. 


Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Black Bart” (U) and “Woman's 
Vengeance” (U). Good $13,000. 
Last week, “Secret Beyond Door” 
(U), thin $10,500. 

20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 
40-70) — “I Remember Mama” 
(RKO). Big $19,000 or better. Last 
> yee, eg) os Correspondent” 

ast) wd “Blockade” (Indie 
issues) $7,500 in 6 days. ae 








PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from e 
(20th) and ‘eetion Marehat” 
(29th) (reissues), $5,500. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200: 44-76)~ 
“Naked City” (U). Biggest Friday 
(26) opening any picture ever had 
here, all more remarkable since 
house didn’t get going that day 
until 2 p.m. on account of Good 
Friday. Smash $19,000, and gets 
at least three weeks. Last week, 
“Heaven Only Knows” (UA), $5,500 
in 6 days. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 
—‘Tarzan’s Secret (M-G) 
ard “Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure” 
(M-G) (reissues). Heavy kid trade 
helping this to so-so $11,000 in 6 
days. Last week, “Alias a Gentle- 
man” (M-G), $13,500. 

Ritz (Loew’s) (800; 44-76)—“Alias 
a Gentleman” (M-G) (m.o.). Thin 
$1,500. Last week, “Let Us Live” 
(Col) and “Adam Four Sons” (Col) 
(reissues) $2,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(2d wk). Re-release date cashing in 
on Academy Award. Should do 
$6,500, exactly what it get last 
week, terrific for Holy Week. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76) — 
“April Showers” (WB). Light musi- 
cal doing nicely via holiday trade, 
Okay $18,000. May hold few extra 
days. Last week, “Night Song” 
(RKO), fair $13,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76) — 
“Miracle of Bells’ (RKO). Sock 
campaign, including p.a.’s of Jesse 
L. Lasky, Russell Janney, Lev Car- 
rillo, Ruth Warfick and Charles 
Coburn, together with miner’s 
preem in nearby coal-mining town 
of Library, Pa., all good for plenty 
of space. Adding up to slick $17,- 
000, and looks like a nice run. Last 
week, “Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) 
(m.o.), fine $9,000. 


Picture | 


‘Winter’ No Hot Tamale 


In Mpls., $9,000; Cooper 
Tall 196, ‘Bambi’ 146 


Minneapolis, March 30. 
Easter week is bringing the Loop 
only one major newcomer, “If 
Winter Comes,” somewhat a weak 
sister at the State. Otherwise it’s 
second-runs, holdovers and reis- 
sues. “Unconquered” holds forth 
at Radio City on initial regular 
price run, shapes sturdy. The Or- 
pheum has brought back “Bambi,” 
to cash in on juvenile trade this 
week. “Call Northside” shapes big 
on moveover at the Century. An- 
other stretch of bad weekend 


and 15 above zero cold hurt. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Call Northside” (20th) (m.o.). Big 
$10,000. Last week, “10th Ave. 
Angel” (M-G), light $5,000. 
Gopher (Par) (1,000; 44)—‘“Joe 
Palooka Knockout” (Mono) and 
“Jiggs, Maggie in Society” (Mono). 
Light $3,500. Last week, “Gay 
Ranchero” (Rep) and “Angel’s Al- 
ley” (Rep), $4,000. 
Lyrie (Par) (1,000; 50-70)—‘“Sai- 
gon” (Par) (3d wk). Still satisfac- 
tory $6,000. Last week, big $8,000. 
Radie City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“Unconquered” (Par). First time 
at pop prices. Sturdy $19,000 for 
Gary Cooper starrer. Last week, 
“Call Northside’ (20th), smash 


$21,000. 
RKO-Orpheum- (RKO) (2,800; 
50-70)—“Bambi” (RKO) (reissue). 
Juve scale boosted to 25c for this 
one which has the youngsters flock- 
ing in. Smash $14,000. Last week 
“Secret Beyond Door” (U), $8,500. 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Foreign Correspondent” (M ast) 






weather that brought snow, sleet | 


‘Daughters’ Takes Bow 
For Rousing $35,000, D.C. 


Washington, March 30. 

Holiday weekend gave ‘town’s 
firstruns a badly needed shot in 
arm, with cold weather helping 
to drive tourists into theatres. Cap- 
itol getting lion’s share of bonanza, 
with “Three Daring Daught 
plus vaude. “Gentleman’s Agree- 
ment,” at Loew's Palace, also is 
sock te pace straight-filmers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80) 
—‘Three Daring Daughters” (M-G) 
plus vaude. Smash biz, with film 
taking bows, at $35,000. Last week, 
“Ideal Husband” (20th) plus vaude, 
thin $20,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44-70) 

“Tarzan’s Secret Treasure” 
(M-G) (reissue). Fine $8,500. Last 
|\Week, “Bride Frankenstein” (U) 
land “Son Frankenstein” (U) (re- 
issues), $10,000 in 9 days. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Senator Indiscreet” (U) (2d wk) 
(3 days), ané “I Remember Mama” 
(RKO) (4 days). Fine $17,000, 
with “Mama” doing sock weekend 
biz. Last week, “Senator Indis- 
creet” (U), solid $16,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) 
—"“Bill and Coo” (Rep) and “Cali- 
| fornian Skies” (Rep). Twin bill 
‘doing fine $7,000. Bulk of admis- 
lsions paid by kids. Last week, 
i*Saigon” (Par) (m.o.), $6,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th). 
Sock $26,000 or better. Last week, 
“Bride Goes Wild” (M-G), $18,000. 








Warner (WB) (2,154; 44-74)— 
“April Showers” (WB). Nice $16,- 
000. Last week, “Robin Hood” 


(WB) 
$16,000. 


(reissue) (9 days), solid 





‘Agreement’ New Record, 
Denver, $24,000, 2 Spots 


Denver, March 30. 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” will 





and “Trade Winds” (Mast) (reis- 
sues). Satisfactory $7,000. Last 
week, “Woman’s Vengeance” (U), 
mild $6,000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—‘If 
Winter Comes” (M-G). Moderate 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Girl Tisa’” (WB) 
$8,000 


Uptewn (Par) (1,000; 44-60)— 
“Time for Keeps” (M-G). First 
nabe run. Fair $4,000. Last week, 
“Captain Castile” (20th), $4,500. 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85) — 
“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) (6th wk). 
Good $2,500 after virile $2,800 pre- 
ceding canto. 


Rainy Frisco Hypoed 
By ‘Showers,’ $25,000 


San Francisco, March 30. 

Rainy Easter Day helped trade 
here this session but it was not 
enough to overcome the slump dur- 
ing Holy Week. Plethora of hold- 
overs also is hurting. Best new en- 
try is “April Showers” which looks 
in for a big stanza at the Para- 
mount. “Naked City” shapes sturdy 
on second week in two houses. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-85) 
—*“Bishop’s Wife” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Thin $13,000, Last week, $16,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95) —“Gen- 
tleman’s Agreement” (20th) (2d 
wk). Skidded to $12,500 in 6 days. 
Last week, okay $21;500. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Sitting Pretty” (20th) (2d wk). 
Held up to strong $17,500. Last 
week, socko $20,000. | 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“April Showers” (WB). Big $25,000. 
Last week, “Robin Hood” (WB) (re- 
issue), $21,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Saigon” (Par) (4th wk). Down to 
$7,500. Last week, good $9,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85) —“‘Naked City” (U) (2d wk). 
Hefty $14,000.. Last week, big 
$19,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,- 

207; 55-85)—“‘Sign of Ram” (Col) 
(3d wk). Okay $6,000 in 5 days. 
Last week, good $8,500. 
Esquire (Blumenfeld) (952; 55- 
85)—"‘Naked City” (U) (2d wk). 
Strong $9,500. Last week, terrific 
$14,000. 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Robin 
Hood” (WB) (reissue) (m.o.). Oke 
$9,500. Last week, “Frontier Mar- 
shal” (20th) and “Belle Starr” 
(20th) (reissues), $9,000. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85)-— 
“Furia” (Indie) (2d wk). Hefty $4,- 
000. Last weck, sock $4,400. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149: 60- 
85)—“‘Sitting Pretty” (20th). Good 
$4,000 or near. Last week, “Meant 








for Me” (20th) (2d wk) (m.o.), 
$3,500. 


break the Paramount house record 
this week, and is also big at the 
Esquire. “Unconquered” shapes 
fine at Denham. 
Estimates for This Week 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—“Unconquered” (Par). Fine $14,- 
000, and holds. Last week, “Sal- 
gon” (Par) (2d wk), solid $12,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)—“I 
Love Trouble” (Col) and “Bill and 
Coo” (Rep), day-date with Webber. 
Thin $13,000. Last week, “Scudda 
Hoo” (20th) and “Dock New Or- 
leans” (Mono), big $17,500. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; - 35-74)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th), 
day-date with Paramount. Big 
$5,000, and moves to Webber. Last 


week, “Scudda Hoo” (20th) and 
“Docks New Orleans” (Mono), fine 
$3,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“High Wall” (M-G) and “Spring- 
time” (Indie). Slow $12,500. Last 
week, “If Winter Comes” (M-G) 
and “Killer Dill” (SG), same. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th), 
also . Record $19,000. 
Holds. Last week, “Black Narcis- 
sus” (U) and “Secret Beyond Door” 
(U), big $13,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)— 
“Scudda Hoo” (20th) and “Docks 
New Orleans” (Mono), after week 
at Denver, Esquire, Webber. Fine 
$3,500. Last week, “Ends of Earth” 
(Col) ,and “Let’s Live Again” 
(20th) (m.o.), $3,700. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“I 
Love Trouble” (Col) and “Bill and 
Coo” (Rep), also Denver. Thin 
$2,000. Last week, “Scudda Hoo” 
(20th) and “Docks New Orleans” 
(Mono), $4,000. 


PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from rage 13) 
(M-G) (3d wk). Neat $19,000 after 
$23,000 last week. 

Kariton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-94) 
—‘“Bambi” (RKO) (reissue). Mod- 
erate $8,000. Last week, ‘“Bishop’s 
Wife” (RKO) (6th wk), solid $9,000. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“Gentleman’s Agreement” (20th) 
(2d run). Great $11,000, helped 
by Academy publicity. Last week, 
“Night Song” (RKO) (2d run), sad 
$4,000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360: 50-94)— 
“Robin Hood” (WB) (reissue) (2d 
wk). Fair $16,000 after oke $28,- 
000 opener. 

Pix (Cummins) (500: 50-94)— 
“Outlaw” (UA) (9th wk). Mild 
$5,000 after last week’s $6,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)— 
“Naked City” (U). Smash $40,000. 
Last week, “Smugglers” (EL), $15,- 


000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)— 
“Albuqueroue” (Par). Good $13,- 
000. Last w ek, “Became a Crim- 


inal” (WB), $9,500. 








Visiting 


of his characters. 





Wednesday, March 31, 1949 
Hollywoodites, who have been much in evidence in the 
audience of “Joy to the World” since the legiter opened on Broadwa 
a couple of weeks ago, are getting a special kick out . 
Written by Coast writer Allan Scott about a boy-wonder v. 
of production, it’s full of “insiders’” lines and business. 
take place in the exec’s office and the assorted characters are all 
carefully type-cast, providing a special source of amusement to those 
who know their way through the studio jungle. 
Picture people viewing the show do a good bit of mental gymnastics 
of course, trying to figure exactly who Scott had in mind as the originals 
Actually, most of them appear to be made 
bits and pieces of real people, with lots of characteristics of individual 
Hollywoodites recognizable. Only one who’s clearly unmistakable jg 
producer “Sam Blumenfeld,” who has a son named Sam, Jr., and gives 
out with a Goldwynism or two as he speaks. As played by Morris 
Cartiovsky, the interpretation of the part is sympathetic. 
Marsha Hunt, imported from Hollywood for the top femme role 
incidentally fared very well in the notices and is apparently rating 
high in audience response. She’s second young femme Coast fugitive 


of the show, 
Pp. in charge 
All three a 


up of 


lto ring up a personal bullseye on Broadway this season. Pre\ iously, 
‘June Lockhart in “For Love or Money” won aisle-sitters’ plaudits 


implemented the court's opinion. 


on the bench since April, 1941. 
Edward Golden, 


Know,” starring Shirley Temple. 


Organization. 


tures. 


Story of Monte Stratton” and “In 





member presented a list of his 
company’s top product and 34 
films were agreed on. Titles of 
these were contained in the press 
release which went out the next 
day. 

TOA committee was incensed at 
seeing the release in Monday’s 
papers and called an emergency 
session that afternoon. It was dur- 
ing this huddle, TOA claims, that 
a copy of the release arrived with 
a note that the 34 films named 
were the omes compiled at the 
TOA’s request. TOA was not men- 
tioned, however, in the release. 


Handout announced a variety of 
plans for nationwide ballyhoo of 
the “great days ahead.” Tops 
among them was an idea for a 
trailer consisting of plugs for all 
the best pix coming up, regard- 
less of company and without studio 
designation. 


MPAA’s Stance - 


Thinking behind the MPAA 
group’s announcement, it was said 
by a spokesman, was to broaden 
the campaign by getting the purely 
TOA label off of it. It was thought 
that if it were sponsored by the 
MPAA and the distribs, Allied and 
other indie theatremen would co- 
operate, whereas they might not 
— a competitive exhib organiza- 

on. , 

Gamble‘s group, on the other 
hand, wanted to keep control of 
the choice of the “super-pix” to be 
ballyhooed. They feared that the 
MPAA, by its very nature, would 
have to give a more-or-less even 
break -to each major company, 
with the result that some films un- 
worthy of the campaign might be 
included and take the edge off it. 
They pointed to some of the pix 
named in the MPAA release as 
proof of their contention. One of 
their ideas was to have final selec- 
tion made by an exhib panel. 

TOA had planned to issue the 
first story to the lay press to break 
next weekend on its campaign. 
Feeling now is that announcement 
has been blunted by the MPAA 
release and there may be a shift 


in plans. 
The 34 Films 


List of 34 pix approved for MPAA 
campaign include six each from 
RKO and 20th-Fox; four each from 
Columbia, Metro, Paramount, Uni- 
versal and Warner Bros., and two 
from United Artists. They are: 

Columbia—“Lady from Shang- 
hai,” ‘““Man From Colorado,” ‘Lulu 
Belle” and “All the King’s Men.” 

Metro—‘State of the Union,” 


oe 





|and an Antoinette Perry award Sunday (28). 





Death of Federal Judge John Bright last week necessitates appoint- 
ment of another jurist to the three-man statutory court. which retains 
jurisdiction of the Government anti-trust action against the majors, 
Judge Bright, along with Judges Augustus Hand and Henry Goddard, 
handed down the original decision in the suit and the decree that 


While the action is now before the U. S. Supreme Court on appeal, 
the statutory court still remains as a permanent body to consider modi- 
fication of the decree and contempt proceedings to enforce it. Hence, 
the U. S. circuit court which named the original makeup of the trio 
will designate another judge to fill the vacancy. Judge Bright died in 
Middletown, N. Y. last Wednesday (24) at the age of 63. 


He’s been 





currently in New York for confabs with United 
Artists, is having title trouble with “Texas, Heaven and Brooklyn,” his 
second production for UA release. 
on pix with supernatural themes, Golden polled 50 leading exhibs on 
their reaction to the title and received an overwhelming nix. Film was 
taken from the novel, “Eddie and Archangel Mike.” 

Next on Golden Productions’ slate will be “What Every Bride Should 
It will be made for Selznick Releasing 


Wary of the current b.o. damper 





GI baseball, introduced into far-off lands during the war and the sub- 
sequent occupation, is figured by Metro as a plug for two of its pic- 
Hitherto the American pastime meant nothing in the foreign 
film market. Horsehide stories coming up on the Metro lot are “The 


the Good Old Summertime.” 








TOA-MPAA Tiff On P. R. 


Continued from page 4 


“The Pirate,” “Easter Parade” and 
“Homecoming.” 

Paramount & “Emperor Waltz,” 
“Foreign Affair,” “Paleface” and 
“Dream Girl.” 

RKO — “I Remember Mama,” 
“Fort Apache,” “Velvet Touch,” 
“Good Sam,” ““Rachel and the 
Stranger’ and “Miracle of Bells.” 

20th-Fox—“‘The ‘Iron Curtain,” 
“Green Grass of Wyoming,” ‘Dee 
Waters,” “Walls of Jericho, 
“Shamrock Touch” and “Lady in 
Ermine.” a 

Universal—“All My Sons,” “An- 
other Part of the Forest,’ “Mr. 
Peabody and the Mermaid” and 
“Tap Roots.” 

United Artists—“Time of Your 
Life” and “Arch of Triumph.” 

Warner Bros.—“Winter Meet- 
ing,” “Key Largo,” “Romance of 
the High Seas” and “Rope.” 





of a typical Hollywood buildup. 
Screenplay was by Philip Dunne 
(“Forever Amber,” “How Green 
Was My Valley”) from the play 
by John Galsworthy. William Perl- 
berg produced and Joseph L. 
Mankiewicz directed. 

“First Gentleman” was com- 
pletely produced by Columbia, but 
with an entirely English cast and 
technicians except for Jean-Pierre 
Aumont. He rates as a secondary 
Hollywood name through appear- 
ance in a number of pix in this 
country. Reviewer says of the 
film: “With 20 minutes cut, it may 
find a place in prestige theatres In 
America.” 


“Snowbound” is the second of a 


two-picture partnership deal be- 


tween RKO and J. Arthur Rank. 
RKO put up part of the financing, 
but had little to do with the pro 
duction. It was made by a Rank 
unit, Sidney Box-Gainsborough, 
with all British players. It’s rated 
only for duals in the U. S. 


New film pact provides that & 
principal means for thawing Amer- 
ican coin shall be U. S. production 
there, thus the great current 11 
terest. While plans are going 
ahead for making films abroad, 
many execs hold the viewpoint 
that “no matter what you do to 
make them look like Holly woe 
they still have that foreign favor. 
It's “that foreign flavor” that dis- 





tribs say hurts a film’s b.o. chances 
outside major U. S. cities. 
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Potential ‘Duplication’ Picture 


With the networks reporting a sudden surge of inquiries among 
radio clients on the matter of program duplication, the home audi- 


ence picture this summer, certainly of a Sunday, is ex 


ed to be 


quite different from what it’s been in the past. CBS and NBC, 
especially, foresee good tidings for its AM commercial operations 
as well.as video, since duplicating clients may choose to pass up 
their hiatus privileges on radio rather than imperil their spots on 


the TV schedu!c. 


The client queries take the dual form of (a) “is my show tele- 


visable?” and (b) “how much will it cost extra?” 


CBS and NBC 


- are confident that the sponsors of practically every one of their 
‘televisable” programs will hop on the duplication bandwagon, 


providing James 
cating musicians. 


. Petrillo doesn’t put too heavy a price on dupli- 


In their intra-mural discussions the two webs seem to have pretty 
well concluded that about the only program forms that won't take 
duplicating are dramatic and news, these requiring their own 


techniques. 


The one schedule of the week where the televisable 
factor is at a maximum level is Sunday. 


If all the network clients 


involved were to assent to duplication, ABC, CBS and NBC could 
lump together enough programs of a musical plus audience par- 
ticipation nature to keep the home viewer occupied on that date 


from 2 to 11 p.m. without almost a break. 


Monday and Friday 


nights are other good potentials from the duplicating angle. 
Following is a chart of the network commercial programs that 


could stand duplicating with the schedules, 


confined to night-time hours: 





excepting Sunday, 




















DAY ABC CBS NBC 
Buuday .... .../4:30-5) Met Auditions (3-4:30) N.Y. Philh (2-2:20) RCA Show 
(8-9) “‘Stop the Music’’ (4:45-5) Hires Show (9-9:30) Manhattan 
(6-6:50) Prudential Merrygoround 
(6:4)-7) Percy Faith (9:30-10) Album’ of 
(10:30-11) ‘‘Strike [It Music 
tich’ * 
Monday Si vaherse (7:15 40) Jack Smith  (7-7:15) Chesterfield 8C 
(8-30-90) Arth. Godfrey (8:30-9) Firestone 
(9-9:30) Telephone Hour 
fi tice bibs rs (10:30-11) Fred Waring 
Tuenduy seb Geis {9 :30-10:30) Boston (7:15-80) Jack Smith (7-7:15) Chesterfield SC 
eee Symph. (9-9:30) We the People x 
Wednesday ..... (7:15-30) Jack Smith  (7-7:15) Chesterfield SC 
(8-8:30) Amer, Melody 
Hour 
($-9:50) Borden's 
PA eral (9 30-10) Harvester 
a winy .....-{7:30-8) Henry Morgan (7:15-30) Jack Smith (7-7:15) Chesterfield SC 
widay .....060/ (9:30-10) Break the (7:15-30) Jack Smith (7-7:15) Chesterfield SC 
Bank (8-8:30) Cities Service 
(10-11) Boxing Bouts 7 3 : 6 (9-9:30) Waltz Time 
Baturday oosene (10-10:30) Prof, Quiz (7:15-30) Abe Bure (6:20-7:30) NBC Symph 
roughs (9-0:30) Hit Parade 


(9-30-10) Vaughn 


Monroe 


(10-10:30) Pet Milk 





Stations Balk as Cuffo Charity 
Shows Now Go In for Giveaways 





Independent 
York are getting on their collective 
ear over the multiple time de- 
mands of various charity appeals, 


particularly since the latter have 
fallen victim to the current craze 
for cash contests and wholesale 
giveaways. 

It’s bad enough, these broad- 
casters feel, tnat these fund-raising 
campaigns are _ stretched = over 
weeks of time and overlap one an- 
other in an almost continuous 

ocession, that they aren’t lumped 

to one big overall community 
drive, and that radio, often with- 
out representation in planning the 
drives, is inevitably called upon to 
supply programming ideas and per- 
sonnel as well as air time. 

But the injection of contests and 
giveaways, it’s felt, puts an added 
Strain on an already taut situation. 
Aside from the likelihood some 
broadcasters see of such a tech- 
nique lessening the public’s desire 
to contribute to charity causes, the 
trend is cited as contributing 
nothing to improvement of a pro- 
eee picture already over- 
oaded with free cars, houses and 
Washing machines. 

The Heart Campaign has cur- 
rently under way a contest feature, 
and a similarly formulated cancer 
drive, slated to run five weeks, is 

ending. Additionally, now, the 
National Safety Council is propos- 
ing a drive in which air time will 
sought to plug a prize contest. 


“I guess you could call it one 
(Continued on page 40) 


MBS’ Marts Vice Mower 


Chicago, March 30. 
Carroll Marts, account execu- 
ve, has been upped to business 
Manager of Mutual’s midwest 
Vision following the exiting of 
Witt Mower, midwest sales 
manager, and Bob White, account 
exec, who plan to launch their 
Own program sales agency May 1. 
Before entering sales last fall, 
hy was Assistant to Ade Hult, 
so veepee over midwest opera- 





stations of New * 


| 


| die, 





No BBD&O Duplicating 


One agency that has de- 
clared itself against duplicat- 
ing of its AM programs over 
television is BBD&O. The pol- 
icy was decided on last week 
when the question came up of 
whether to recommend the 
dual treatment for the Fred 
Waring show (NBC) to Gen- 
eral Electric. Waring himself 
had indicated an interest in 
such a project. 

Attitude at BBD&O is that 
a program which is not pur- 
posely built for television is at 
a disadvantage, particularly in 
the closeup, and that the effort 
to make it attractive to tele- 
viewers as well as radio listen- 
ers could result in vitiating the 
impact for the far greater au- 
dience. 


if WOV Nix Comes, 
Can H. Bess’ WLIB 
Bid Be Far Behind? 


Appointment of Herman Bess as 
commercial manager of WLIB, the 
Dorothy Thackerey-owned N. Y. in- 
has occasioned considerable 
eyebrow lifting in Gotham radio 
circles. Bess, who recently re- 
signed as WMCA (N. Y.) sales man- 
ager to apply for purchase of the 
Bulova-owned WOV in New York, 
took up his new duties this week 
following the exit from WLIB of 
Alex Leftwich. Latter, formerly 
of Press Assn., was installed a few 
months back by Thackrey as sales 
manager and reportedly succeeded 
in hiking the station billings by 
$1,000 a week. 

Bess is currently awaiting FCC 
action on his application for WOV, 
for which Ralph Weil and Arnold 
Hartley, the WOV managerial in- 
cumbents, are also bidding, and it’s 


(Continued on page 40) 





JWT'S NIK IS 
ABDAO'S ‘GAIN 


Big question mark that had the 
whole trade second-guessing re- 
solved itself over the past couple of 
days when Batten, Barton, Dur- 
stine & Osborn agency grabbed off 
the $10,000,000 Lucky Strike ac- 
count, and Sullivan, Stauffer, Col- 
well and Bayles got the Pall Mall 
business with its $2,000,000 in 
billings. 

In the wake of Foote, Cone & 
Belding resigning the $12,000,000 
American Tobacco business—con- 
sidered the most turbulent account 
in the history of commercial radio 


to line up new agency affiliations 
to make the F-C-B divorce com- 
plete. Since Emerson Foote, F-C-B 
prez, announced last Thursday (25) 
that American Tobacco and the 
agency were parting company be- 
cause of “disagreements,” practi- 





Glossary 


Here’s what they mean: 

S-S-C-B: Sullivan, Stauffer, 
Colwell & Bayles. 

B-B-D-O: Batten, 
Durstine & Osborn. 
F-C-B: Foote, Cone & Beld- 
ing. 

LS-MFT: Lucky Strike 
Means Fine Tobacco. 


ee 
cally every agency that doesn’t 
have a tobacco account figured in 
the LS/MFT speculation. 


JWT Nixes Account 


It’s reported J. Walter Thomp- 
son was offered the _ lucrative 
Luckies billings, represented in 
radio by the Jack Benny and “Hit 
Parade” shows, but brushed them 
off on the basis that the account is 
as much a Frankenstein as a bon- 
anza, with its attendant headaches. 
It’s said, too, that there was some 
element of doubt among some of 
BBD&O as to the wisdom of taking 
the business into the shop, despite 
the $1,500,000 net (representing 
15% of the 10,000,000 billings). 

In view of the fact that it wiil 


‘Lend-Lease For 
Skelton Sought 


Brown & Williamson, makers of 
Raleigh cigarets and sponsors of 
the Red Skelton and “People are 
Funny” NBC shows, has sounded 
out network reaction to a “lend- 
lease” proposal for the Skelton 
Tuesday night comedy show. 


B. & W., an English corporation, 
is anxious to drain as many Ameri- 
can dollars as possible out of the 
American market, and figures on 
saving about $1,250,000 a year by 
“farming out” the Skelton show to 
another client for the remaining 
year’s contract. Deal would be 
similar to the one that was worked 
out by for Colgate on the Kay Ky- 
ser show and the present Standard 
Brands “lend-lease” of Fred Allen 
to Ford Dealers. 

NBC execs say it’s okay with 
them if B. & W. can come up with 
a reliabie bankroller. 


TONI GIVES ‘NORA’ 
TWO-NETWORK RIDE 


Chicago, March 30. 


Toni will bankroll “Nora Drake” 
on both NBC and CBS as a result 
of renewal with NBC today (30) 
of sponsorship of the soap opera. 
Daytimer was set to bow off, NBC 
April 26, after debuting on CBS 
April 12 as a sustainer until May 
10. 

Deal with CBS, including four- 
week free ride, is still on. Serial 
will be completely duplicated on 
the two webs, including cast and 
story line. Agency is Foote, Cone 


Barton, 























& Belding. 


—the tobacco outfit moved swiftly | 


Radio Writers Expected to Vote 
Strike as Admen Nix NLRB Offer 


- 





Less Hub, Bub 


Goodman Ace, who writes 
and co-stars with his wife, 
Jane, in the “mr. ace & JANE” 
CBS comedy, has scripted a 
scene for next Saturday’s (3) 
program in which two ulcers 
get into a conversation. One is 
named “Hub,” the other “Les.” 

It’s strictly a trade laugh, 
one of the uicers being Hub- 
beil Robinson, CBS program 
veepee, and the other Lester 
Gottlieb, CBS producer. 


Benny, Parade, 
Story, Back 
To Hucksters 


What happens to the Jack Benny 
and “Hit Parade” Lucky Strike 
shows and Pall Mall’s “Big Story” 
in the wake of Foote, Cone & Beld- 
ing resigning the American To- 
bacco account, and with the AT 
new agency affiliations, is some- 
thing occasioning considerable 
speculation within trade circles. 

It all hinges on how Vincent 








| Riggio, who now has full control 
| over tobacco operations, feels 
| about the three-way network pro- 
gramming setup. If Riggio, as 
some expect, tries to inject some 
new elements of commercials into 
the Benny show that conflict with 
the comedian’s own views, particu- 
larly as they apply to the kidding- 
| the-commercials routine, it’s figur- 
ed Benny won't take it lying down. 
The show’s his own package, as 
is the coveted Sunday night at 7 
time on NBC, and the trade is 
aware that there are plenty of 
bankrollers who would give their 
eye teeth to acquire the consistent- 
ly high-rated atr property at any 
cost. 

“Hit Parade” was the late 
George Washington Hill, Sr.’s idea, 
and his views about the musical 
have been shared by George Wash- 
ington Hill, Jr. But with the lat- 
ter’s exit from the company 10 
days ago, giving Riggio the whip 
hand in the operation, speculation 
is that “anything can happen.” 
Both Benny and “Parade” will now 
operate out of the BBD&O shop. 

“Big Story,” plugging the Pall 
Mall product, is the most recent 
of the American Tobacco shows, 
now rounding out two years on the 
air. In the 10-10:30 Wednesday 
night period on NBC, it’s been 
getting a 12 or better rating, fol- 
lowing “Mr. District Attorney,” 
which is considered a more than 
healthy payoff under its limited 
talent budget. “Story” will now 
come out of the Sullivan, Stauffer, 
Colwell & Bayles shop, which has 
inherited the Pall Mall account. 


GOP Powwow or Louis 
Bout? Y’ Takes Y’ Choice! 
But Politices Stand Pat 


Washington, March 30. 


Arrangements committee for the 
G.O.P. national convention in 
Philly this June is headed for 
some stiff competition in copping 
a radio-television audience for the 
big show. 

It seems the Louis-Wolcott re- 
turn match has been scheduled for 
June 23, third day of the conven- 
tion, with the bout competing with 
the politicos on the ether lanes. 

Committee Chairman Walter S. 
Hallanan got out a blast last Satur- 
day (27) asserting the G.O.P.’ers 
were standing pat on the Conven- 
tion dates—just in case anyone had 
any doubts about the matter. 

“The date for the Republican 
National Convention,” said Hal- 
lanan, “was fixed almost one year 
ago, whereas the prize fight was 
scheduled very recently.” 








As presaged last week, the ad 
agencies and sponsors have turned 
down the offer of the Radio Writ- 
ers Guild to seek NLRB certifica- 
tion as part of an agreement on 
the scope of negotiations for a ba- 
sic contract covering commercial 
scripting. The admen’s answer 
was given Guild spokesmen Mon- 
day (29) by a delegation of agency 
men. The whole situation will now 
be tossed to the Guild membership, 
meeting next Wednesday (7) in 
New York, Chicago and Hollywood. 

It’s figured almost certain that 
the RWG members will vote au- 
thorization of a strike, and that the 
councils of the parent Authors 
League of America and the affili- 
ate Authors Guild, Dramatists 








Harbinger 


With a_ possible 
commercial 
offing, the 


strike of 
scripters in the 

Radio Writers 
Guild was approached last 
week by a writing-producing 
couple who own one of the top 
program package firms. The 
pair expressed the intention of 
becoming Guild members, and 
asked that the necessary mem- 
bership blanks be sent for 
them to sign. 

Spokesman for the couple 
explained that they are not in 
sympathy with the agency- 
sponsor policy of 6pposition to 
the Guild and that, in case of 
a strike, they intend taking all 
their shows off the air for the 
duration. They don’t expect to 
attend any Guild meetings, 
where their presence might 
embarrass members now in 
their en®ploy, and they don’t 
want to know the Guild’s con- 
fidential policies or plans. 


ef 


Guild and Screen Writers Guild 
will be asked to pledge support. 
Now that the matter of NLRB cer- 
tification has been clarified, there’s 
little question of the affiliates vot- 
ing to stand by the radio scripters, 
as they elected to do during last 
year’s showdown with the net- 
works. 

At Monday’s session the admen 
explained that even if the RWG 
should seek NLRB certification, 
the sponsors and ageneies would 
not cooperate on a definition of 
bargaining _unit for election pur- 
poses, but would seek to establish 
their own definition with the 
Board. Guild officials point out 





that such a procedure would be 
prohibitively involved, even if all 


agencies and sponsors agreed on 
the same “definition.” 





All-Negro Station 


Negro owned and operated sta- 
tion was filed with the Federal 
Communications Commission last 
week by the Afro-American Broad- 
casting System. Company wants 
to use the 610 ke slot for a full- 
time kilowatter in Hopkins Park, 
Ill., but would program primarily 
for Chicago audiences. 


Outfit is headed by Dr. Clifford 
F. Kyle, Negro preacher, who 
makes frank disciosure to FCC 
that he was sentenced to jail for 
alleged theft of some clothes at 
the age of 18 and “got religion” 
in the reformatory. Application 
shows that some 12,000 shares of 
Class B stock will be offered for 
public sale at a $1 par value and 
some 1,000 subscribers are an- 
ticipated from the Chicago area. 
Proposed format is heavy on re- 
ligious stanzas (about eight hours) 
on Sundays, most of them sus 
taining but a few to be labelled 
as commercial. Kyle was given 
20% of the stock and job of gen- 
eral manager to compensate him 
for organizational and promotional 





work done on the application. 


FCC Gets Bid For ~ 


One of the first bids for an all- ~ 
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Hiked FM Listening Cools B'casters 
To Fight with Webs on ‘All-None Rule 


| Winchell in No. 1 Spot 





Washington, March 30. 
CBS and NBC today (Tues.) ° 
filed statements with the FCC 


regarding their officio th Walter Winchell has copped the 
poe = required affiliates | No. 1 position in the Hooperating 
duplicating any commercial | .weepstakes in the latest (March 
shows to duplicate all of them. | 59) Top 15 tallies. His 29 rating, 

Webs, however, were based on his audience pull March 


i f 

efinite about their policies 0 

pear programs available to 
non-affiliated FM stations. 


21 when he spoke from Washing- 
ton, is only a fraction of a point 
(0.7) behind his all-time high. 

The Winchell payoff is keyed to 
'the nation’s anxiety and stepped-up 
interest in the international situa- 





Washington, March , 

- ’ > re) 

FM broadcasters aren’t ready t 
tangle with the networks on their 





tion, with the whole commentator 
cycle on the airlanes reaping in- 
creased audiences. 


“all or none” orders to duplicate 
AM shows because availability of 
top net programs has already hiked 





is j a 3 f FM sets. | p tl latest ratings: 
FM listening and sale of ¥' | Here are the latest rating 
Ft, ll of the 444 FM out-|,, ete yore 

fousren the air released here yes- | Fibber & Molly. i ieey ewan 26.8 
terday (29) by the FM Assn. | Lux Theatre...........000- 26.1 

Survey, conducted over the past) yc) Benny........sceeeee es 25.5 | 
month, shows 84% of the FM ties | Fred Allem........cceccues 224.0] 
nine hm pare net shows for the | op Hope nee eeesee es 284 

“Surprising feature of the FMA | moa Andy. =. sccsc00. 283 
survey is that only 46% of the FM Red Skelton ure ere 
operators said they were required | 7. Friend Irma-..........-.20.9| 
to air all web stanzas or none On| pandwagon ...........+++++.20.2 | 
FM. About 40% said they were not | puth or Consequences. ......20.0 
forced to do so. It is pointed out | Godfrey’s Talent Scouts......19.1 
here that all four webs are On| my. District Attorney........ 18.5 
record as requiring the “all OF | nufy’s Tavern.............. 18.1 





| Duffy’s Tavern. . 
| 





none” policy, but the poll may | | 
have been conducted before the | | 
nets issued firm orders to affili- 
ates. For example, NBC is not re- 
guiring 100% duplication until 
ay 1. 
ae remains that some of the 
affiliates may be interpreting the 
nets’ wires as “orders” and others 
merely as “recommendations.” 
Breakdown among the web af- 
filiates is as follows: for ABC, 
57% said they were required to 


CBS Documentary. 
Unit’s Re-Format' 


With the appointment of Dr. | 
Philip Eisenberg, CBS staff psy- | 
chologist, to {he web’s Documen- 
duplicate all net shows, 27% said |tary Unit as an associate of Robert 
they were not; CBS, 84% said yes, |P. Heller, who heads the division, 
16%, no; Mutual, only 5% yes and |the Unit’s programming schedule 
83% no; and NBC, 61% yes and ‘and executive functions are now 
11% no. | scheduled for a re-format. 

Most of the FM’ers felt any pro-| Plan now, it’s understood, is to 
test to the “all or none” policy |do 10 documentary productions a 
would be “premature” at tis time. | year, five of them to be produced 
And, whether required or not, most |by Sam Abelow, asst. chief of the 





networks’ 
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of the affiliated outlets are dup- 
licating web shows. Survey showed 
that 93% of ABC affiliates, 93% 
of Mutual, 74% of NBC and 72% 
of Columbia stations are on the 
network bandwagons. 

A minority 21% of the FM’ers 
felt the nets’ policy interfered 
with local programming in the 
public interest. 

Over half of the respondents felt 
the Petrillo-web agreement on 
duplication has boosted FM listen- 
ing and 46% believed it was re- 
— for increased set sales 

their areas. 


ABC Options Flock 





Of Summer Shows: 


It’s summer show option time at 
ABC, and the web has its 60-day 
hooks on a number of Coast dra- 
matic and variety packages as a re- 
sult of program veepee Charles 
(Bud) Barry’s recent Hollywood 
foray. Since he got back in Goth- 
am last week, the following stanzas 
have appeared on the net's list of 
prospective strawhat airers: 

Radio Repertory Theatre, found- 
ed several months ago by a group 
of film stars, which would do a 

ries of dramas via Arthur Kurlan 

uctions. 

A radio version of “Front Page,” 
starring Dick Powell as Hildy 
Johnson, negotiated via Dick Dorso 
of Century Artists. 

“I Love Adventure,” a dramatic 
series packaged by Carlton Morse, 

eator of “I Love a Mystery” and 
“One Man’s Family.” 

The Donald O’Connor Show, 
with Gloria DeHaven getting sec- 
ond billing. (Barry says he still has 
faith in the possibilities of this 
comedy variety item and is having 
a new audition platter cut.) 

Jack Kirkwood and Ransome 
p rges e in a teamup as a comedy 
uo. Barry thinks a click format 
can be evolved comboing the best 
talents of the two comics. 





Creamer’s New Philly Show 
Philadelphia, March 30. 
Jack Creamer, who has been coa- 
ducting a “hints-to-housewives” 
tele show on WPTZ, has been 
signed to do a daily women’s pro- 


Documentary Unit, and the other 
five by Dr. Eisenberg. This will 
leave Heller free to oversee the 
entire operation. 

Ruth Ashton, originally hired 
for the CBS news dept. by Paul 
White and later transferred to the 
Documentary Unit, is exiting the 
latter dept. and going into CBS 
television. 

Next up on the Documentary 
Unit's agenda is its unique hour- 
long look at the world of baseball. 
“Play Ball,’ with CBS sports di- 
rector Red Barber in the narrator’s 
chair, will be radio’s first full-scale 
study of the game. It’s calehdared 
for Saturday, April 17, 8-9 p.m. 

Show is being formatted as a 
“life and times” of Peewee Reese, 
Brooklyn Dodgers shortstop. Par- 
ticipants in the airer in addition to 
Reese himself will include his wife 
and mother, his Louisville high 
school coach, Ralph Kimmel; 
Dodgers prexy Branch Rickey, 
manager Leo Durocher, baseball 
commissioner A. B. “Happy” 
Chandler, and a batch of oldtime 
ball stars, Honus Hornsby, Harry 
Heilmann, Ted McGrew, ex-Dodg- 
ers scout now with the Pittsburgh 
Pirates, and Clark Griffith, owner 
of the Washington Senators. 


EVERARD MEADE MAY 
TEAM UP WITH WEAVER 


Everard Meade, who exited his 
executive post with American To- 
bacco last week, is expected to 
join Young & Rubicam as assistant 
to Sylvester (Pat) Weaver, vice- 
prez and radio director. He was 
Weaver's aide when the latter was 
with American Tobacco, during the. 
regime of the late George Washing- 
ton Hill. 

The departure of Meade from 
AT followed the resignation of Hill, 
Jr., 4s v.p. and ad director of the 
tobacco firm, and the announce- 
ment that the account would move 
from Foote,*°Cone & Belding. 











Jackie Kelk Air Show 


Frank Cooper is putting together 
a new series for Jackie Kelk. It'll 
be titled “Dear Leo” and will be 
scripted by Lawrence Klee as situa- 
tion comedy growing out of the 
letters of a teen-ager who yens to 
be a detective. 





gram on WPEN, 


ABC will have first option on it. 





KLZ Sports Editor 





GLEN MARTIN 


Martin edits KLZ’s Saturday night 
“Sports Extra” and, in addition, is 
a top announcer, heard daily assist- 
ing Lowell Watts, KLZ’s “Farm Re- 


porter.”’ 


KLZ, DENVER | 


WOR to Stagger 
Talent for Bigtime 
Strawhat Season 


There's a new summer-program- 
ming deal in the offiing at WOR, 
N. Y., and it springs from a feeling 
on the part of prexy Theodore C. 
Streibert that there is no reason 
why a station should emulate the | 
13-week hiatus pattern 
and thus suffer a_vacationtime 
rating slump. 

As a result of this conviction, | 
WOR is negotiating now with its 
regular top stars to forego sum- | 
mer-long leaves from the ether in | 
favor of brief ‘say, four-week) | 
vacations which would be stag-- 
gered so that station’s program- 








| 
| 


| 
| 


Studies have shown, Streibert 
points out, that only 50% of the 
drop in listening during the dog- 
days is due to people being on 
vacations, out of doors, etc.; the 
rest of the rating sag is attribut- 
able to favorite programs to which 
the public is accustomed to dialing 
suddenly vanishing from the air. 

Ratings of WOR shows which 
stay on through the strawhat sea- 
son actually climb in the summer, 
owing to so many network stanzas 
on hiatus, and it follows, Streibert 
feels, that the station’s overall 
showing in the Hooper and Pulse 
stakes would be enhanced by keep- 
ing the program structure as 
nearly intact as possible. 

No set length of vacation is be- 
ing proposed to WOR talent, each 
case being negotiated separately, 
but’ an effort will be made to 
spread -out the time-offs in the 
manner of a vacation schedule in 
any business organization. 


BENNETT ON OWN WITH 
$1,000,000 ACCOUNT 


Victor A. Bennett, who was’ a 
sales v.p. at WAAT, Newark, has 
opened up his own advertising 
agency and his first account is the 
Longines - Wittenauer Watch Co. 
It’s a $1,000,000 foundation. 

The switch is from the Arthur 
Rosenberg Co., which has serviced 
the timepiece maker for over 15 
years. A major portion of the 
budget goes for the half-hour re- 
corded symphony series and an- 
nouncements. 


RDG in N.Y. Nominates 


Lester O’Keefe, of the Biow 
agency, and Robert Lewis Shayon, 
of CBS, were nominated to succeed 
William Sweets as prexy of the 
N.Y. local, Radio Directors Guild 








meeting Monday night (29). 


Grayson, for vice president: Mau- 


Norman Sweetser for treasurer; 
Francis Buss and Charles Pola- 
check, for television representative 
on the local council; Don Gillis, 
Perry Lafferty, Bill Sweets, Betty 
Todd and Frank Telford, for coun- | 
cil-at-large (two to be elected). | 

Ballots will be mailed out within | 





for May 3. 


ming picture would at no time be | 
seriously disrupted. | 





(AFL), at a general membership | 
Others nominated by a com- | 


mittee headed by Ted Corday | works and every night of the week, getting a free ride as.a recruiting 
were: Tom Bennett and Mitchell | service 


a few days. Election is assed 


Wednesday, March 31, 1948 


Fram the Production Geairie 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Two Mutual execs, Hal Coulter and Jim O’Bryon, about to receive 
their diplomas from Arthur Murray....Trade elated at Phil Cohen, 
N.Y. radio head of Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles, becoming a 
veepee.... Robert Q. Lewis signed to do comedy narration for Pathe- 
Warners newsreels... .Ted Steele, Benton & Bowles’ director of radio, 
has a “Report on Television” coming out in the May issue of American 
Mercury....Bob (Believe It or Not) Ripley planes to San Francisco 
Friday (2) to take off for the Orient....WNBC’s Norman Brokenshire 
going to Pittsburgh Sunday (4) for ABC’s “Theatre Guild” production 
of “Philadelphia Story.” Rosemary Rice has a spot in the cast 
John Griggs now a regular on “mr. ace & JANE.” 

Secretaries of agency execs around town getting gag calls: “This is 
Mr. Riggio’s secretary . Evelyne Seibold into the “Second Mrs. 
Burton” cast Court Benson, Mary Patton and John Larkin joined 
“Lora Lawton” roster... . Elaine Stritch and Alexander Scourby new to 
“Katie’s Daughter” Gertrude Warner and Joy Hathaway added to 
“Stella Dallas” Cathleen Cordell with “Evelyn Winters.” 

Radio actor Louis Quinn going to England late in May. He'll then 
go to Italy to remain a year or more, taking advantage of the favorable 
monetary exchange .. . Next Tuesday (6) night’s “Studio One” broad- 
cast will star Franchot Tone in Agnes Eckhardt’s adaptation of Mitchell 
Wilson’s novel, “The Kimballs.’’ Subsequent, undated shows will in- 
clude Margaret Lewerth’s adaptation of Pierre Andrezel’s “The 
Angelic. Avengers,” Len Peterson’s adaptation of Richard Brooks’ “The 
Roiling Point,’ Vineert MecConnor’s adaptation of Hamilton Basso’s 
“Sun in Capricorn,” and John Garfeld in the O’Connor-Quentin 
Reynolds adapiation of the latter’s “The Fable of Billy Rose.” Being 
scripted are Hugh Kemp’s adaptatign of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s unfinished 
novel of Hollywood, “The Last Tycoon,” and Howard Rodman’s adapta- 
tion of Merle Miller’s “That Winter.” Fletcher Markel produces the 
series . . . Carl Stanton, Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample radio executive, 
leaves Friday (2) for Hollywood to line up talent, orchestra, etc.. for 
the four-week origination of the Jack Smith (Procter & Gamble) show 
from ,that point, starting April 26. Smith is going out to discuss a 
picture deal and also to confer wifh execs of Capitol Record, his label 
affiliation. 

Henry Reichhold, Detroit Symphony prez, was slated to fly to Jackson- 
ville yesterday (Tues.) to see how the orch’s tour is going. Possibility 
seems to be brightening that he'll again bankroll web airing of the 
symph, comes the fall, if not on ABC, perhaps on CBS or Mutual 








| Dick Kolimar unveiling his own “candid mike’ wire recordings as a 


new feature on the “Dorothy and Dick’ breakfast serial tomorrow 
(Thurs.) on WOR Harry Goldstein, Detroit AFRA local prexy, was 
in town last week to report to the union’s national board on the auto 
city situation....John T. Zoller of BBD&O’s radio department engaged 
to Letitia Happer....Theodore Wyncoop Goodman, writer-announcer 


| of “Voice of America” airers via NBC shortwave, groom-to-be of Carol 
| Davis. 


Nan Lupo, WNJR commentator, off Monday (29) for Europe to survey 
the food situation in England and France....Jerry Hausner, Coast 
actor, in town en route to London and continent. Hopes to do BBC 
shows during a three-month stay in the British capital CBS has 
dropped its option on Ted Straeter’s five-a-week musical series with 
the Mullen Sisters and a rhythm section. Web, however, is considering 
it for tele....Radio Television Critics Circle meets tomorrow night 
(Thurs.) at the Park Ave. restaurant, N.Y. Last meeting before annual 
awards selections. ...Alice Yourman into lead role on “Forever Susan” 
when deal for Lucille Ball to do the part on the Norman Frank package 
fell through. Show auditioned at Mutual yesterday (25) and goes on the 
air for the summer....Cy Howard, producer of “My Friend Irma,” was 
in town last week on professional-personal business, planing back to 
the Coast last night (Tues.)....Torrey Stearns has taken a leave of 
absence from the Y & R publicity department to work for the draft- 
Eisenhower movement Hallmark reported interested in the Ralph 
Bellamy-starring “Our Town” series as a possible. replacement of 
Reader’s Digest. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Frank Stanton sneaked into town with the missus and the CBS press 
boys were warned “no publicity.” He didn’t give them much help, 
however, by showing up at one of the night spots. Strictly a pleasure 
trip and didn’t want to be bothered with interviews. ...Jack Benny is 
having his scripters write in Bing Crosby for the April 4 broadcast 
Burns and Allen will do their April 15 show deck-side on the Lurline, 
making its first voyage to Hawaii from San Francisco... Bart Fellowes 
and Bill Kelso packaging “Ruggles of Red Gap” with Arthur Treacher, 
Edgar Buchanan, Maude Eburn and Frank Elliott in the leads. Fel- 
lowes recently bowed out as director of “Heart’s Desire”. ...John 
Seibert, NBC’s television design engineer, checking up on the net’s 
transmitter atop Mt. Wilson....Mike Kirk around for the Texaco 
washup on CBS and the new setup, sans Alan Young, on ABC. 

Sam Moore moved in as head writer of the Danny Thomas show after 
Al and Sherwood Schwartz pulled out. He’ll be aided by Jerry Seelen 
and two other typewriter wits....Anita Colby, Bebe Daniels, Gracie 
Allen and Bob Hope will‘ take over Louella Parsons’ program while 
she’s touring Europe for seven weeks this summer... Russ Pierce 
resigned as manager of the J. Walter Thompson office in San Francisco 
to set up his own shop... Irene Ryan, Patsy Moran and Beverly Wills, 
daughter of Joan Davis, will cut a wax of “My Dear Miss Ryan.” situa- 
tion ccmedy piece being packaged by Arthur Hutchinson and Charles 
Peiffer... Paul Warwick seemed more than casually interested in the 
availability of certain top comics for next season and the trade is won- 
dering why....Those reports one hears in cocktail lounges about Al 
Jolson and Kraft parting company after this season have been ground 
under foot by those closest to the picture. He has been practically 
renewed for next season, say the Thompsonites....Jack Creamer with- 
drew Walter Tetley’s “Peek’s Bad Boy” for “The Kid on the Corner’ 
so as not to run afoul juvenile delinquency campaigners. It's being 
readied for waxing. is 

Jimmy Saphier makes it emphatic that he hasn’t pitched Bob Hope 
to any client or agency, which might indicate that all’s well again be- 
tween Hope and Charles Luckman....Harlow Wilcox completed his 
first commercial films for television, a series of one-minute spots. He's 
keeping his hand in video as a sideline to his many announcing chores 

...Mark Warnow’s “Sound Off” has been moved again on ABC, the 
second time within two weeks. Army musical has been on three net- 


...Frank Ferrin beaming because his two shows, “Smilin’ Ed 
McConnell” and “Lassie,” given renewals for 52 weeks firm .. Mickey 


rice Robinson and Charles Powers, | Rockford east for a few weeks to clean up some radio deals for MCA 
for secretary; Ernest Ricca and|....Stu Sherman planed in for cutting of the Roy Rogers audition 


record, which is intended for Quaker Oats. George Lowther, who 
wrote the script, also directed. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


bill Meyers, sales promotion chief of WGN since 1945, switches to 
WGN-TV as tele salesman. Don Getz replaces on WGN’s staff . 
Harry Miller takes over as radio director of the Harry Atkinson ad 
agency....“‘Tom Mix” makes its 1,000th network gallop April 2, with 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Passing of Burridge Butler 


Chicago, March 30. 


Burridge D. Butler, 80, owner of WLS, Chicago, KOY, Phoenix, 
KTUC, Tucson, and publisher of the Prairie Farmer, died today 
(Tuesday) in the Santa Monica hospital, Phoenix, following a fall 


last Tuesday (23) at his Arizona winter home. 


Rated as one of 


the outstanding pioneers in rural broadcasting as well as in that 
type of weekly publication, Butler transmitted much of his own 


colorful personality to the early 
out appearing at the mike. 


programming days of WLS with- 


Butler’s philosophy, as often expressed to his radio organization 





Hla NEED Ao FCC 
GAUANGE® fo FELT 


A move to draft Clifford J. Durr 
for renomination to the Federal 
Communications Commision has 
been quietly gaining momentum in 
recent weeks, Durr’s term expires 


JUSTRY'S ‘DRAFT DUR’ MOVE 


FCC Orders Full-Dress Probe—Sans 
Public Hearing—On 


Dick Richards 





No Favorites 
ABC network had a last- 
minute change of heart in con- 
nection with the new “Stop the 





Washington, March 30. 
A full-dress investigation—but 
not a public hearing—was ordered 
by the Federal Communications 
Commission last week on charges 





in those days, was that a station directing itself to farm audiences June 30 and with President Tru- Music” Sunday night show, of editorializing the news on Dick 
couldn’t help but be successfui so long as it hewed to the line of a | man expected to send in his desig-| and decided to “play it | Richards’ KMPC, Hollywood, 
soundly operated farm paper. In other words, the audience should nations some time in April, it’s| straight.” WGAR, Cleveland and WJR, De- 


be thought of first, in terms of a n 
as farm families and that the idea 


eighborly community and second, 
of service be the keystone of all 


phases of programming. Butler did more than make WLS an ad- 
junct of his “Prairie Farmer”; he gave it a distinct personality 
all its own and kept it that way through its many ultra-prosperous 


years. 
Butler founded the newspaper i 


in Omaha, Des Moines, Kansas City and St. Paul. 


n 1909 and also published papers 
He was also 


quite active in farmer organizations, and in the Boy Scout move- 


ment. 


The accident that led to his death was a fall while walking in 


his Arizona citrus grove. He w 
ward. 


ABC has been dickering for al 


vasn’'t found until an hour after- 


most a year for the purchase of 


WLS, but with frequent breakdowns in the discussions. 











considered likely that the “draft 


Durr” movement will 


within the next two weeks 

The significant part of the whole 
“draft Durr’ movement is the al- 
most complete reversal of expres- 
sion and opinion concerning the 
FCC’s staunch liberal and stormy 
petrel by assorted facets of the in- 
dustry which 
“dead set” against risking another 
Durr appointment. Today 


ance of Durr would give the FCC 


crystallize | 
itself into a snowball of sentiment 


not long ago were | 


they | 
take the position that a continu- | 


The hour program, which is 
| slotted opposite the Edgar 
Bergen and Fred Allen shows 
; On NBC, has a “mystery tune” 
| for the grand giveaway payoff, 
| and plan was to use the “signa- 
| ture” tune of the Bergen show. 
It was figured that, while 
| everybody — or nearly every- 
body—knows the melody, con- 

testants wouldn’t be likely to 
tab it by name, thus assuring 
a continuous run 

Couple days before show 
preemed, ABC got qualms 








| troit. It was one of the first times 
jin its history that FCC has pub- 
licized the fact it is shipping out 
government investigators—a move 
usually made on the qt., prcelimi- 
nary to calling a public hearing. 
The FCC said it was basing its 
probe on complaints “and associ- 
ated documents” filed with it by 
ithe Radio News Club of Holly- 
wood. No reference was made to 
| specific demands for hearings and/ 
| or revocation-of-license proceed- 
|ings against KMPC from the Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress and the 





j 
won nanan ama 3/a much-needed balance, plus the | about plugging a rival show | national CIO. The government has 
‘ ry contribution of an honesty and in- | and called the thing off, with | not released letters of complaint 
if- tegrity, that, it’s opined, the radio | a subsequent substitution. |from the Hollywood Radio News 
a as- * Wwice as- une industry must grasp in an ap- |Club or from James Roosevelt, 
| 4 


=r 


proaching period of turbulence and 


e uncertainty. 
Goes Out to Full NAB Membership ’..2°s ssc wscrzesen 
D tne D. C. scene, whose opinion 


Washington, March 30. *¢ 


Half as long and twice as punchy 
is the way NAB execs describe the | 
proposed new, streamlined broad- | 
casters’ Code which was mailed 
out to all NAB members over the 
weekend. The standards will get 
another going over at the Associa- 
tion’s May convention in Los An- 
geles with the final nod or veto 
expected at a  post-Convention 
huddle of the new Board, skedded 
for May 19. 

NAB men expressed complete 
confidence this version of the Code | 
will win kudos of broadcasters and | 
advertisers alike. 

Biggest changes over the original | 
drafts are as follows: 





Chip Off Ol’ Lowell 


Lowell Thomas, doing his 
CBS news stint from the Mont 
Tremblant ski resort in Can- 
ada Monday night (29), lost his 
voice midway and paused, but 
couldn’t recover it. After a 
moment, a younger voice took 
over and finished the stanza. 

It was Lowell Thomas, Jr., 
who happened to be standing 
at pater’s elhow. 





obviously reflects the network he 
represents in Washington, put it 
this way only last week: “With 
Durr on the FCC, at least we know 
we are dealing with an honest man, 
even if we don’t argue about his 
politics.” 
Reception Is Moot 


Just how receptive Durr himself 
jis to the draft movement remains 
pretty much of a moot point. He’s 
expressed a desire to return to 
Alabama and law practice, an 
ambition motivated not only by the 
frustrations attending his “lone 
dissent” role but because of a more 
realistic viewpoint taken by other 
FCC members who have checked 
out — that it’s tough sledding on 


Sad Saga of K&E 
And ‘No-Contract 
Galen Drake Deal 


| Involved in the current negotia- 
| tions between CBS and Kenyon & 
Eckhardt for a contract covering 
Galen Drake’s services on ABC is 
the saga of an agreement which 
| took the agency 10 months to dis- 
cover it didn't have. K&E is being 
| Felieved of its embarrassment, but 
the deal it’s going to get from CBS 
will contain some clauses that the 








agency perhaps wouldn’t have had | 


| Chairman of the California Demo- 
icratis State Committee. Both call- 
ed for “investigation” but did not 
|seek public hearings. 


Snowballing Mail 
| Proof that volume mail has start- 


}ed to reach Washington on the 
| KMPC fracas is seen in a multi- 
lithed formletter which FCC last 
week approved to handle protest 
letters. An FCC official admitted 
| that the Commission departed from 
| its usual practice of keeping mum 
j}about on-the-spot investigations 
| here only because of the magnitude 
of the issue and the wide pub- 
| licity it has already received. Three 
| FCC probers are due to leave 
town this week. (With this un- 
| usual advance notice, it was specu- 
| lated they would find plenty of 
| stripped files at the stations.). 


‘Meanwhile, a new kind of pro- 


} 


a $10,000 a year. However, the feel-| to accept from Drake's original | test against socalled “editorializ- 

} Py whe sea) onl eee | ing is that, with sufficient industry | Management. | ing” reached FCC last week from 
ee oii -eush wemeas are | , support, he could be persuaded to} When K&E bought Drake for|the deep South. F. W. New com- 

uae identified as political | @s accept a renomination. the Kellogg morning spot on ABC | ed about broadcast of editorials 
2 Furer’ over broadcasters’ FCC chairman Wayne Coy is re- | about a year ago from Fletcher | and “defamatory and libelous re- 


CA GS ee ae 
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rights to editorialize and their 
obligations on airing of public is- 
sues led to inclusion of new Code 
provision that “Time for presenta- 
tion of public questions should be 
allotted with due regard to all 
other elements of balanced pro- 
gram schedules and to the degree 
of interest on the part of the pub- 
lic in the questions to be pre- 
sented.” A broadcaster “should 
use his best efforts to insure fair 
presentation of those issues which 


To Stand on Own 


The Assn. of Education by Radio, 
whose annual meetings have in the 
past been linked with the Ohio 
State Institute, wants to branch out 
on its own and is mulling the es- 
tablishment of a three-day Insti- 
tute in New York for its member- 
ship comprised of educators in 
radio. 





concern the interest and welfare 


AER officers met recently in 


of the community.” |N. Y.-and decided that it wasn’t 
Further language provides that | getting the recognition it deserved. 
controversial discussions be aired Recent hearings in Washington on 





ported in favor of Durr’s renomi- 
nation and has told intimates he 
will go to the President on his be- 
half. President Truman, it’s fig- 
ured, might find in a pro-Durr 
gesture the avenue to a slice of the 
liberal Democratic vote. 


The Senatorial duo from Ala- 
bama wants Durr, but it’s question- 
able how much weight the two 
would carry with the President in 
view of the fact that they came out 
only last week in opposition to the 
Chief Executive. 

_Midwest broadcaster sentiment 
among even NAB die-hards is said 
to favor a new term for Durr and 





Wiley, owner of the Housewives’ 
Protective League, there was an 
understanding that the latter 
would in due course submit a con- 
tract. Wiley hadn't liked the one 
the agency gave him and he wanted 
to fix up one of his own. 

Wiley kept putting off the thing, 
and then came the the purchase of 
the Housewives’ Protective League, 
which included the ownership of 
the Galen Drake cognomen. After 
Drake had been in the ABC spot 


its predicament. What aggravated 
the situation was the threatened 
suit at about the same time of a 








nearly 10 months K&E awoke to) 


marks” by WGBA, Columbus, Ga. 
New told FCC that WGBA on three 
occasions had broadcast statements 
“in the guise of newscasts” ac- 
cusing him of committing seven 
crimes under state and federal 
statutes. New didn’t enumerate 
any of the charges. 


When he sought time on the air 
to reply, New said WGBA super- 
visor A. E. Mickel reserved the 
right to edit his spiel and com- 
mented it would be “vulgar” and 
“in questionable taste” for him to 
answer the charges on the air. 








(Continued on page 40) the Mayflower editorializing issue,|from labor (AFL, CIO) educator | med gr who — that PRES. TRUMAN NIXES 
|at which the AER was conspicuous | and even commercial segments of | oft epee eee Not only ae : 
A | by its absence (outfit feels it was |the industry have come expressions | ° Se gpa the os eee > aw CBS ‘TIMBER SERIES 
CE T0 SWITCH SPOT ‘given the brush), is said to have| that may crystallize in favorable | ‘idn’t the agency have an indem- 
brought to a head the decision to | action. nifying clause in its contract—but | president Truman has declined 


IF MORRIS SPONSORS 


“stand on its own.” 
Idea is not intended to supplant 


jaemin Morris is eyeing the Good- the Ohio State Institute, but feel- 
an Ace CBS comedy show for | ing is it can serve a useful purpose 


probable sponsorship. 
the “mr. ace & JANE” program, 


currently heard in the Saturday at| annual New York meeting. Sim-| 


7 period, will switch over to the 
Friday night at 10 time currently | 
eecupied by Philip Morris’ Dinah | 
Shore-Harry James musical. | 
Ciggie outfit is transferring the | 
ore-James combo to Tuesday | 
night on NBC as replacement for | 
ilton Berle, which PM has can-| 
celled out. Switchover becomes ef- 
fective April 20. 
Meanwhile, CBS reports several 
other client nibbles for the Ace | 
show, including General Foods. | 


Ballard Bumped 











If deal jells,'in bringing educator-broadcasters 


together under its auspices for an 


ilarly, it is not intended as an en- 
croachment on the CCNY Confer- 
ence, which, its pointed out, 
directs major emphasis on the 
business-commercial facets of 
radio. 


KYW, Philly, Bans ‘Shine’ 
As Offensive to Negroes 


Philadelphia, March 30. 
Further playing of the platter 
“Shine” was banned Friday (26) 





by KYW, NBC's Philly outlet, fol- | 





‘RED AMERICA’ MULLED 
BY ALLIS-CHALMERS 


“RFD America,” the widely-ku- 
| dosed farm show on Mutual, may 
| move over to NBC in the Sunday 
|2 p.m. slot being vacated by Inter- 
| mational Harvester. (Latter is mov- 
|ing over to Wednesday night CBS). 

Allis-Chalmers is reported inter- 
ested in picking up the tab on the 
Lou Cowan-packaged program, 








| which was originally intended for | 


; sponsorship on Mutual 
| Dealers, but which subsequently 
| fell through. 
| A}lis-Chalmers would also continue 


‘its present sponsorship of the! 


“Farm and Home Hour” strip. 
NBC is also mulling taking the 


by Ford) 


If deal goes through, | 














it didn’t have a contract. = CBS’ invitati 
It was then that K&E turned to pre’ — web's par est 0 
(Continued on page 40) Timber” series, which is teeing 
: off tonight (Wed.) at 10:30 
WOR Nixes Southerners’ with Harold Stassen at the mike. 
| : The chigf executive wired CBS 
R “ ‘Civil Rights’; that “due to pressure of other 
| on 9 | duties” he was “unable to genes 
‘ 9 additional speaking engagements. 
Not Many Around N.Y. | Sen. Robert Taft will be next 
It may or may not come to the | week's speaker, fellowed probably 
attention of the Southern Senators, |>by Earl Warren on April 14, al- 
and they may or may not care— | though the California governor is 
but their three half-hours on Mu- | yet to wire acceptance. Henry 
tual in answer to the web’s recent | Wallace has accepted, and will 
‘civil rights series aren't being car- | take the air — April on 
vied by WOR, N. Y. (which aired | Two a svg ay Rag en na 
‘the stanzas the Dixielanders are | Vi¢WS, Gov. thomas BE. Dewey ane 
'squawking about). | Gen. Douglas MacArthur, haven't 
| Jest going the rounds is that the yet been heard from. 
station didn’t feel there are) 
“enough southerners in New York | 
to make it worth the time.” But} 
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Dorothy Lewis to UN 


‘lowing reported objections by show on a sustaining basis, if the | WOR’s official stance is that the | 











Pat Balla a7 ve ss cane , y 
chine Show" on WOR TY. a |Negro groups. Free Spec a a Mutual documentaries were based,| Dor othy Lewis has stepped into 
ting bumped after its April 17 air-, 1% announcing the ban, program | ete word for word, on the report of an | 4 new post at the United Nations 
ing. It's simply a sepia ‘manager James P. Begley said the | “impartial” Presidential committee | prsignrteer oP ph garerises ry coe 
Package (; 3 ) ‘tune is “considered uncomplimen- ° ° and therefore did not constitute a | ; na wo roa 

3 Carry as gy — pts ‘tary by a segment of our Seated! Langford Vice Bing? controversial series requiring }C@Sts. She'll take charge of plan- 
Says. ‘ audience. Of the many thousands Hollywood, March 30. {granting of equal time. pas a pyaar . rs ae 
, e vt . uf tate sh ss “wm . ill Ss 
Ballard wilt re-format the stanza f selections available to this sta A new Frances Langford mu It's doubted that there will be wee Be yg = sorbn, Foon gin ly 





emphasis i ‘tion, there is no reason to play any 
Sound, and debut tag gee ‘tune that possibly could be con- 
Se act” suitable for television Sidered offensive.” 
a Personal appearances as well| KYW is owned by the Westing- 
radio, ‘house Corp. 


isical show is being considered by 
|Philco as summer replacement for 
Bing Crosby or second entry re- 


any serious squawk from the reply- 
ing senators, who, as one WOR exec | 
pointed out, probably are concern- | 





placing Burl Ives. 


ed only with southern “home con- | 


Miss Lewis recently resigned 
from the NAB as coordinator of 
listener activity. She also founded 


Latter was recently given notice. sumption” of their airers, anyway. the Assn. of Women Broadcasters. 
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HORTY BELL 

iF th Mickey Rooney, Joe Yule, 
; hn Hoyt, Gil Stratton, Cara 

| lliams, Bert Holland, Lou 


rad, Florence Halop, Cy Feuer 
orch; Bob LeMond, announcer 

Writers: Frederick Hazlitt Bren- 
nan, Richard Carroll 


Producer - Director: William N. 
Robson 
© Mins.; Sun., 9:30 p.m. 
taining 


BS, from Hoilywood 

“Shorty Bell” is something CBS 
escribes as a “continuing novel.” 
he new half-hour sustaining pro- 
ee, on which the network has 

portedly affixed a $10,000 spon- 

rship price tag, stars Mickey 
ooney in his first air series. In| 
these days of cautious bankrollers, | 
that’s top coin on anybody’s kilo- | 
eycles. But the program that | 
preemed last Sunday (28) in the 
¢ream 9:30-10 nighttime segment 
isn’t calculated to excite that kind 
of commercial response. 

The sad truth is, even as a sus- 
fainer and with Rooney as name 





Krugman, Parley Baer, Bill Con- | 


| reality 


| unshackled 
‘from the claims of commercialism, 
the surrender to superficiality and 
‘the onus of avoiding the more ugly 


REPORT CARD 

With Franchot Tone, Minerva 
Pious, Carol Geodner, Michael 
Dreyfuss, Martin Wolfson, Hes- 
ter Sondergaard, Geoffrey Bryant, 
John Sylvester, Bob Morgan, 
Kermit Murdock, Ed Latimer, 
Charles Penman 

Writer: Charles Monroe 

Director: Albert Ward 

Producer: Robert Heller 

Musical Director: Harry Sosnik 

60 Mins.; Wed. (24), 10 p.m. 

Sustaining 

CBS, from New York a 
Only one year old, the documen 

tary program is the infant prodigy 

of radio. Its working concept of 

patking dramas with the stuff of 

has taken the industry a 

measurable way along the road of 

fulfilling itself as a powerful edu- 

cational medium. It has in part 

radio’s creative mind 


facts of life. In short, the docu- 
mentary has been the single cur- 
'rent of fresh air to blow through 


it, “Shorty Bell” on the basis of ‘that “sad saga of sameness.” 


hapter One wasn’t far Nae aoe 


from the type of kid adventure 


Launching its second year of op- 
‘eration, CBS’ documentary unit lasv 
| Wednesday (24) tackled the crisis 


n reviving this type of wornout ‘in America’s educational system. 


fr that fills the daytime airlanes. 


ormula dressed up for radio in 
he guise of a “continuing novel,” 

‘BS stubbed an expensive toe. 

In luring names into the net- 
work as part of its New Listen era 
in programming, CBS, despite a 

‘ript assist from Frederick Hazlitt 

rennan and Richard Carroll and 
a William N. Robson production, 
certainly hasn’t found the answer 
here. The dramatic series is news- 
paper office stuff parlayed with 
gangsterdom, and a glimpse of an 
upeoming love interest. 
is the aspiring reporter (in the first 
chapter he was still a circulation 
truck driver, but just beginning to 
smell a story). Even setting aside 
this outworn blueprint for adven- 
ture sagas, there was nothing par- 
ticularly distinctive in the Bren- 

| nan-Carroll scripting. ’ 
i Major interest, of course, is in 


somewhere along the line some- 


2 dy forgot that radio is strictly 
ii an audio medium. Rooney as 
ih “Shorty Bell” was projected by a 
ye brash, hard, atonal voice. 

he without those Metro cameras 
: grinding out the distinctive, visual 


characteristics that make up the 
Rooney personality, all that was 
left was an unsympathetic, one- 
dimensional portrayal. Frequently, 
too, it was an attempt at “early 
; Cagney.” 
. Allowing that a director is handi- 
ae capped in an introductory chapter 
through the necessity of setting the 
stage for all the characters, the 
fact remains that the tempo on the 
initial installment was too fast, 
lacking proper pacing. Similarly, 
casting. .for..redio must take 
into consideration multi-timbered 
voices. In “Shorty” so many came 
of the same strident quality that 
— oar needed color was lost. 
. mong those in support of 
py Rooney are Joe Yule (the pic star's 
father); John Hoyt, Gil Stratton, 
Lois Kern and Bert Holland. Cy 
Feuer and his orch provide the 
musical bridges. ose. 









THIS IS OUR CITY 
15 mins.; Sat., 10:30 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WKBW, Buffalo 

Art Simon, who recently took 

; over as exec veepee of WKBW, de- 
¢ serves credit for his efforts to face- 
lift the station with programs of 
special significance. Although this 
one will probably not be hailed as 
exactly inspirational, it is a mighty 
good try and one of the things for 
which Simon and the station 
should get top kudos. Extending 
the helping hand of radio in the 
cause of community uplift is some- 
thing Buffalo needs. : 

“City,” which is co-sponsored 
with the Buffalo Board of Com- 
munity Relations and the Buffalo 
National Round Table of Chris- 


soni TEED app ern 





and acting efforts of high school 
teenagers on behalf of better inter- 
racial relations. Each high school 
is allotted a program dealing with 
a the general theme of tolerance and 

driving home the lesson wf equality 





ei. community nationalities and _re- 
4 | ligious groups. Strong appeal is 


4 lied made to local school pride with the 
| historic background of each insti- 
ie tution stressed for its contributions 


to the cultural life of the city. The 
production being strictly original 
with the students, there are plenty 
f amateurish touches in evidence, 
ut the thing gains otherwise as a 
result of its unsophistication and 
pontaniety. At least, the idea and 
dan re is novel if not daring for 


Rooney | 


| physical 
‘classrooms, its underpaid teachers, 
| and | 


{ Rooney as a radio personality, and | world at large. 


tians and Jews, enlists the writing | 


and fair play toward and among | 


The results, unfortunately; were 
not wholly successful. The infor- 
mational point was slightly blurred 
iby the program’s failure to fully 
|assimilate its material. The dra- 
‘matic point was blunted by a tend- 
‘ency to substitute indignant but 
|vague oratory for the living con- 
iflicts. These shortcomings, how- 
ever, have to be matched against 
the program’s terrifically complex 
job. 

“Report Card” tried to explore 
‘the whole gamut of problems be- 
setting U. S. education. It touched 
‘upon the school system’s decayed 
setup, its overcrowded 





and its outdated standards 
techniques. Finally, it attempted to 
trace back the educational process 
into the roots of society, and the 


Compressing this data into a 
full-hour dramatic biography of a 
small town teacher, the documen- 
itary, despite its seriousness and 


‘touch. The script lost a sharp 
focus because too many facets of 
ithe problem were mirrored. There 
was a tendency to merely state 
isome of difficulties without defin- 
ling them in a manner that would 
‘help lead to a solution. 

| During the last 20 minutes, 
|Franchot Tone, as the educator, de- 
livered a long oration which sum- 
marized all the virtues and defeats 
of the documentary. The speech 
covered everything from war to 
marriage as being intimately linked 
up with the educational system. 
But in trying to do so ntuch, it did 
too little in giving a specific answer 
to a specific problem. The speech, 
like the program as a_ whole, 
seemed to be on the threshold of a 
new and radical insight on what's 
wrong with our. schools; but it 
never crossed over. 

As with its former programs, 
CBS’ documentary unit shet the 
works in dressing the script with a 
superlative production. Carrying 
the whole session with his por- 
trayal of a broad-visioned educator, 
Tone delivered his lines with intel- 
ligence and sensitivity. The rest 
of the cast also performed excel- 
lently, while Harry Sosnik’s musi- 
cal scoré contributed much to blend 
the drama’s loose structure into an 
integrated mood. Herm. 








Foreign Radio Reviews. 


NOEL COWARD SHOW 
With Matovani Orch., Victoria 
Campbell, Joyce Grenfell, Gra- 
ham Payne 
30 Mins.; 8 p.m. Mondays 
PHILLIP’S RADIO 
2 GB, Sydney 
As set this transcription show is 
|!not very good radio. 
|impression that it’s just a string 
|of numbers thrown together with- 
|/out much care. Most of the fare on 
|tap is dated, and that’s not so very 
| good for the fans. 
Noel Coward makes a few casual 
|announcements as he introduces 
'the various numbers. His method 














of delivery is too clipped and off-| 


| hand. Star does 
“London Pride.” 
Numbers heard from Coward's 


one number, 


“Bitter Sweet,” “Conversation 


It gives the) 
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Follow-up Comment : 
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Rev. Patrick Payton, C.S.C., 
impresario of “The Family Hour, 
provided for the faithful on MBS 
Sunday afternoon (28) an hour of 
Easter service that was even better 
programwise than his reverential 
event of last Christmas Eve. This 
session was as star-loaded as the 
previous one, but the music it- 
self seemed to have a superior 
tonal and emotional appeal. In- 
terpolated between scenes from 
the “Pageant of the Resurrection” 
and the recital of “The Rosary” 
'were solos by Bing Crosby, Dennis 
Day, Eileen Farrell and Christo- 
pher Lynch, the latter two orig- 
inating from New York and being 
the only exceptions to an all-Holly- 
wood cast. Ethel Barrymore, nar- 
rated the “Resurrection,” and the 
others participating were Jimmy 
Durante, Irene Dunne, Fibber 
MeGee and Molly, Lizbeth Scott, 
Bobby Driscoll, Pedro de Cordoba, 
Dan Daily, Marguerite Chapman, 
Ann Jamison, Loretta Young dnd 
Robert Ryan. Max Terr con- 
ducted the orchestra and choral 
group in Hollywood and Sylvan 
Levin did the batoning on the New 
York end. David Young’s direc- 
ition was faultlessly smooth. 


www 
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SPECIAL AGENT 
With James Meighan, Lyle Sudrow, 
Margaret Draper, James Monks, 
Wendell Holmes, Mort Law- 
rence: Chester Kingsbury, music 
Writer: Finis Farr 
| Producer-Director: Herbert C. Rice 
| 30 Mins.; Wed., 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
| Mutual, from New York 
Mutual’s newest private-eye is 
Alan Drake (James Meighan), in- 
vestigator for an insurance .com- 
| pany, who’s just as slick as any 
|Sam Spade, Nick Carter, Charlie 
| Chan or Falcon at rounding up 
murderers without the aid of the 
cops. In fact, in his getaway se- 
quence last week (24), special 
agent Alan Drake was informed by 
| his sidekick (Lyle Sudrow) that the 
| police had verified his suspicion 
that the victim’s death was no ac- 











Yet |sincerity, had only a lukewarm | cident; otherwise Drake had no 


| truck whatever with the bluecoats. 

Finis Farr’s story had some sur- 
prisingly nice twists: a radio pro- 
| ducer, in, need of a $50,000 insur- 
| ance payoff, fixes his partner-star 
| actor’s car so it appears to crash 
| accidentally. When Drake .finds 
| the car’s brakes were tampered 
| with, 2nd suspicion turns on the 





| producer, latter produces a tran- | 


| scription he claims he cut on the 


sly when the actor, drunk, was | 


telling how he was going to com- 
mit suicide, in just this way. The 
producer, meantime, has pushed 
the writer of-the show out a win- 
dow because the writer knew that 
the producer and actor were sim- 
ply running through a script when 
they cut the platter. Drake figures 
it all out, with the aid of some info 
from an actress who's been on the 
show, and nails the producer in a 
gun-drawing windup tussle. 

It’s whodunit fare of generally 
acceptable quality, neither apt to 
excite great attention nor rate 
particular criticism. Best that can 
be said is that it’s a fair program 
of this type, handled with experi- 
ence in all departments. In the 
initialer, the cast gave some evi- 
dence of need for more rehearsal. 
and sameness of some voices made 
identification difficult at moments. 
Mort Lawrence, in the brief role 
larly noteworthy stint. Doan, 
/GENE MOORE TRIO 
With Gene Moore, Kenny White, 

Bill Gall 
Producer: Ken Heady 
Sustaining 
15 Mins.; 4:15 p.m., ‘Mon.-Fri. 
KCMO, Kansas City 

Trio of top instrumentalists is 
another entry in KCMO’s new pol- 
‘icy of live programming. Gene 
Moore, station’s musical director. 
heads the group, alternating on or- 
gan, piano and squeezebox, with 
Kenny White to toot the clarinet 
and Bill Gall to strum. the guitar. 
Threesome is billed in “quiet” 
music, which is how it starts out— 
neatly arranged and planned. With 
three men like this, however, some 





| quarter hour. 


FLORENCE PRITCHETT 
With Glenn Ford, guest 
Writer: Miss Pritchett 
Producer: Dancy Pritchett — 

15 Mins.; Sat., 11:15 a.m. 
BERKELEY FURNITURE CO. 
WOR, N. Y. - 

Florence Pritchett seems a con- 
siderably warmer and more re- 
laxed radio personality now than 
when she first took over her “Bar- 
bara Welles’ cross-the-board stint 
on WOR last year. In this new, 
added sequence under her own 
name, which teed off last week- 
end (27), she carried a load of 
monolog with apparent ease, dis- 
pensing completely with the usual 
inane banter between femme gab- 
ber and male announcer, and even 
doing her own commercials. In- 
telligently handled, too. 


For the first 10 minutes or so, 
Miss Pritchett reeled off pert, | 


ND YE SHALL FIND 

ith = iw Abel, Alan . 

Am ors, June Du 

van Levin Orch i daa 
Director: Earle McGill 
Writer: Ben Kagan 
30 Mins., Tues. (23), 10 p.m. 
YOUNG MEN’S’ CHRISTIAN 

ASSN. 

MBS, from New York 

A plea for peace, mutual under- 
standing and tolerance among na- 
tions is a bit unusual in these days 
when war talk is predominant. In 
the Young Men’s Christian Assn. 
presentation of “And Ye Shall 
Find,” Mutual presented an art- 
fully written and eloquent plea 
that runs counter to the general 
run of martial discussions. 

The essentials of good writing 
and superior enactments by a tal- 
tented name cast helped dispel the 
familiar peg upon which the story 
was built. The device of having a 





frothy comments on the Easter 
fashions, Hollywood film dress de- 
signers’ “flamboyant” and “overly | 
dramatic” creations, Cholly Knick- | 
erbocker’s wedding party, Marlene 
Dietrich's getup, the James Ma- 
sons’ apartment, etc. Subjects | 
were nicely segued and of definite 
appeal to the ladies who sit under 
hair dryers reading movie fan 
mags, which is a considerable seg- 
ment. 


Miss Pritchett’s interview with’ 
Glenn Ford, however, was rather 
too casual and unrehearsed. Ford, | 
a “by golly” guy without apparent 
pretensions, surely would have sub- 
mitted to more pertinent question- 
ing, with some angle in mind. 

Producer of the show is Miss 
Pritchett’s sister. Doan. 





MEET MR. MUSIC 





of the writer, turned in a particu- | 


With Harry Groves 
Producer: Ken Heady 

| Writer: Barbara Draper 

| 25 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 10:35 p.m, 
| AMBROSE & CO. 


| sonification of 


mysterious figure, probably a per- 
the Diety, who 
makes appearances at crucial mo- 
ments only, was a familiar one, 
having been used many times in 
both radio and legit. Nonetheless 
the strong, punchy lines, the sin- 
cerity of the script and portrayals 
and timeliness of the show's mes- 
sage, made this infraction minor. 
The story dealt with an armless 
GI who gets mysterious visitations 
whenever there's a personal cfisis. 
Through these visits, he built up a 
philosophy that enabled him to live 
despite physical handicaps, and ul- 
timately developed to the point 
that he was unaware of his dis- 
ability and more concerned with 
the state of the world. He seeks 


|}out the mysterious stranger, who 


makes a potent plea, which urged 
the good forces of the world to 
make an active fight to maintain 
amity among nations. 

Alan Baxter gave an excellent 
account of himself as the troubled 
amputee, while Arnold Moss as the 
mysterious stranger, and Walter 





| KCMO, Kansas City 

This is basically just a way for 
an announcer to play a bunch of 
|records and get .in some leisurely 
|chatter along the way. It’s a ree- 
| ord show, but hardly a disk jockey 
)Stint. Show is definitely stylized 
| by the writing of Barabara Draper 
{and Groves’ lean-back-and-take-it- 
easy delivery. 

Idea is to put the emphasis on 
| what the music does for the listen- 
;} er, instead of the usual attention 
|}in a jockey type of show directed 
;mainly at the music itself. So 
| selections are almost wholly on the 
sweet side in keeping with the 
| chatter, the time of evening and 
| the product (wine). 





| S$Station already has a pair of disk 
| jocks and some other record shows. 
| So anything using platters needed 
a different approach, and this is it. 
Everybody connected with the show 
'seems to be pretty much hitting 
the intended niche. It sums up as 
a different record show, and a ses- 
sion of easy listening just before 
‘bedtime. Quin. 


' Transcription Review 


THE GOLDEN DOOR 
With Arnold Moss, Carl Swenson, 

Raymond Edward Johnson, Rob- 

ert Dryden, Will Geer, Bernard 

Lenrow, Edwin Jerome; I. Zir, 

| music 
‘Writer: Ben Kagan 
‘Director: Frank Papp 
' Producer: Ted Hudes 
|15 Mins. 
The plea for the DP’s is by now 
|a familiar one, the facts of which 
must be known to most listeners. 
And yet, of course, it must be told 
over and over again, for it is yet to 
be answered. The program in 
question is another waxed drama- 
tization by the Citizens Committee 
on Displaced Persons and is slated 
to be carried by 436 stations from 
coast to coast. (‘WMCA and WHLI, 
in the N. Y. area aired it over 
last weekend.) 

It’s an Easter fantasy, taking its 
title from the words on the base 
‘of the Statue of Liberty: “I lift 
my lamp beside the golden door.” 
/_The door is closed to DP 234 and 
-he dies in a European detention 
‘camp. In heaven, he wants to be 
| admitted to “the United States 
‘section,’ but has to stand examina- 


~ 














| son, et al. The Founding Fathers, 


Abel as the narrator; gave sincere 
;and well-conceived portrayals. 
Jose, 


HEART SHOW 
With Ed Sullivan, Milten Berle, 
Frances Faye, Monica Lewis, 


| John Sebastian, Ferruccio Tagiia- 


vini, Steven Yager, Ray Blech 
_ and orch.; Frank Gallep, an- 
nouncer 


Producer: Earle McGill 

Writer: Allan Sleane 

30 Mins., Fri. (26), 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 

All N. Y. indie stations 

| Show business turned out again, 
| liberally and loyally, as usual, for 
|}another benefit—this time for the 
N. Y. Heart Fund. It was a unique 
| program—being the first time that 
-all of New York’s indie stations 
j}had been linked up for such a 
/purpose. For another thing, NBC 
|lent its studios for the production. 
| It was also a very good variety 
| program, more amusing and enter- 
| taining than many a high-priced, 
sponsored production. Ed Sullivan, 
spark-plug in the Heart drive and 
chairman of its entertainment com- 
mittee, had rounded up a fine 
array of talent, and served as 
associate emcee, otherwise modest- 
ivy keeping in the background. 
Milton Berle, as mucho cuckoo 
emcee, was in high spirits, and 
| having as good a time with his gags 
'as his studio and unseen audiences. 
He was evidently deeply in sym- 
pathy with the cause, and the 
obvious adlibbing and asides were 
highgrade and titillating. 

Berle trotted out a roster of 
talent that included Frances Faye, 
singing “Scrub Me, Mama”; har- 
monicist John Sebastian, playing 
the Gypsy Dance from “Carmen”; 
Monica Lewis, crooning “It’s Nice 
To Be Nice”; the Met’s Ferruccio 
Tagliavini, singing “La Danza,” and 
Ray Bloch and his orchestra for 
smooth background. Steven Yager, 
a GI who developed a heart condi- 
‘tion as result of being hit on Luzon, 
appeared briefly to admit he had 
given a full disability pension 
check to the Heart Fund—which 
'was the tipoff to the audience to 
'do the obvious, something likewise. 
| Program was entertaining, al- 
'wavs in good taste, with produc- 
‘tion and seripting on the high level 
of its performers. Bron. 








} 





JUKE BOX JURY 


improvisation is bound to creep in,/tion by the Founding Fathers— With Fred B. Cole, guests 
and anything can happen in the Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jeffer- 30 Mins.; Sat., 1 p.m. 


SUCHARD CHOCOLATE 


Trio have been at it on the air Upon investigating conditions be-, WHDH, Boston 


‘set for this spot. 


troupe included excerpts from more than a month, and appears|low, admit DP 234 to their midst | ; - 
Coming along|and conclude that America, once | three new disks with three ‘teen 


Piece” and other Coward shows.| late in the afternoon like this, |the haven of the oppressed, has for- 
It’s all straight stuff, short on com-| against soap operas and talking | gotten it was built to greatness by 


edy, and so-so in presentation. 
This one will have to improve if 


_ shows on other stations, outfit has 
|a good chance to click. It’s good 


immigrants. 
Stanza has an excellent cast and 


it’s to gain the ear of Aussie fans. music and easy listening gt this|grade A production quality in all 





a Buffalo station. Burt. 





Rick. 


time of day. Quin. 


respects. Doan. 


This format calls for airing of 


age jurors passing out opinions and 
ratings with a “90” rating ringing 
the bell. Idea has been clicking 
plenty. 
Fred B. Cole, whose two-hour 
(Continued on page 40) 
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Sponsors Await D. C. Reaction To 
Gulf's Switch on Talent Taxes 





Washington, March 30. * 


The American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists has filed a written 
“pinion” with the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue, Social Se- 
curity Rules & Regulations Di- 
vision, regarding social security 
deductions for performers appear- 
ing on the “We, the People” pro- 

m. The union notes that for 
15 years the sponsor, Gulf, has 
made such deductions, but that it 
recently notified some 1,200 AFRA 
members that it was no longer do- 


so. 

a AFRA brief calls attention 
to the decision of the N. Y. court 
of appeals in the Jay Velie-Ted 
Collins case of several years. ago 
to dispute the Gulf contention that 
actors hired for single broadcasts 
are “independent contractors” and 
not “employees” within the mean- 
ing of the social security regula- 
tions. It claims that AFRA per- 
formers on the Gulf series con- 
form to the “employee” definition 
by having to follow orders and be- 
ing subject to discharge. 

According to union executives, if 
Gulf succeeds in setting aside the 
social security deduction setup 
other sponsors would follow suit, 
and large amounts of social se- 
curity funds would be lest an- 
nually. The AFRA officials also 
figure that in such circumstances 
sponsors might next try to do 
away with the 2.7% state unem- 

loyment insurance payments in 
78 York. 

Gulf’s discontinuance of the so- 
cial security deductions - applies 
only to those hired for single 
shows, not te regularly employed 
musicians, writers and m.c., etc. 
In view of AFRA’s arguments in 
the case, the revenue agency has 
called upon the oil concern for an 
“opinion” justifying its stand. 
Jack London, of the Jaffe & Jaffe 
law firm, wrote the AFRA brief. 


S00G Suit Charges 
Renege on Station 


Chicago, March 30. 
. Ingraham, veepee of 
waukee’s new airer, WMAW, 
week filed claim for $500,000 
against the estate of the late Her- 
bert Uihlein, former director of 
the Schlitz Brewing Co. In- 
graham’s claim is based on an 
agreement assertedly reached in 
1944, whereby Uihblein was to 
establish a station with half in- 
terest going to Ingraham. 
Ingraham charges that following 
ormance of services under 
S of the agreement, he was 
deprived of all benefits “through 
neglect and default.” Attorney 
Clifford A. Randall, part owner of 
WMAW and executor of Uihlein’s 
estate of $4,749,079, said the claim 
os be aceon in the absence 
wri agreement between 
Ingraham and Uihblein. 


> s 

Benny Buys ‘House’ Disk 
Jack Benny has bought from 
t Raymond Productions, for 

a undisclosed sum, the ‘Holly- 
wood Open House” platter se- 
quence in which the comedian and 
= troupe are guestars. Show is 
one over which Benny’s net- 
Work sponsor, American Tobacco, 
and its agency, raised a ruckus 
— months ago, claiming Benny 
— contractual right to do the 











Deal between Benny and Kermit 
Raymond permits the latter to 
enue Playing the stanza until 

end of the year where com- 

Ments are already made. 
wan al ~ for the disk, while 

aied, was declared to be 
“substantial.” 

Payoff is that the agency in- | 

in the hassle over the show 


‘We're in It, Too’ 


Walter Winchell’s sponsor 
has given him assurance he 
can duck commercials any- 
time and not worry “because 
the Jergens Co. wants to help 
you fight to stop a fight.” 

Columnist - newscaster’s 
March 21 broadcast, which got 
him the No. 1 Hooperating of 
29 (see tabulation) resulted 
in nearly 1,000 phone calls in 
30 minutes to the ABC in New 
York alone, according to the 
network’s news veepee Tommy 
Velotta. This exceeds the num- 
ber of calls from all over the 
country, within an hour follow- 
ing a blood donor broadcast, 
which was Winchell’s previous 
high. . 


CBS Beats Its ‘46 
Mark With 47 Net 
Of $5,920,104 


CBS sailed through 1947 with a 
steady financial keel, racking up a 
52-week net of $5,920,104 com- 
pared to the previous year’s 52- 
week net of $5,795,896. While rec- 


ord manufacturing operations con- 
tributed a heavy share of the prof- 
its, the slightly improved net was 
due exclusively to the broadcast 
phase, according to the net’s an- 
nual stockholder report. 


Columbia’s record subsidiary 
profits dipped from $1,880,222 in 
1946 to $1,415,768 in 1947 as a re- 
sult of increased labor costs and 
changed market conditions. Broad- 
east profits, however, more than 
compensated with a $4,504,336 net 
for the year, surpassing the previ- 
ous year’s profits by $588,662. Total 
taxes remained approximately the 
same with $4,700,000 in 1947 as 
against $4,660,000 in 1946. Cash 
dividends, however, fell off from 
$2.30 a share in 1946 fo $2.10 in 
1947, with undistributed profits of 
$2,313,665 added to surplus. 

Gross income from sale of broad- 
east facilities, talent, lines and rec- 
ords, less discounts, totalled $74,- 
261,645 for the year, a rise of 
$7,000,000 over the previous year. 
FCC’s denial of the company’s pe- 
tition for commercial color televi- 
sion resulted in a writeoff of fixed 
assets of $181,265. Bonuses to 303 
executives and k:y employees to- 
talled $257,404. 

In the important earaed sury lus 
bracket, CBS pushed up its nelc- 
ings to $23,527,892, a healthy ad- 
vance over last year’s surplus of 
$20,792,311. Cash holdings showed 
little change, amounting to $7,077,- 
009 for 1947 as against $7,269,899 
for 1946. U. S. bonds came to 
$3,846,101 with total current assets 
at $22,188,486. 

At the end of 1947, CBS network 
included 171 stations in U. S., 
as compared with 163 the year be- 
fore. Figure represents the high- 
est total of affiliates CBS has had 
in its 20 years of operations. 


WBNX License Renewed 


Washington, March 30. 

FCC today (30) dished out both 
good news and bad news to sta- 
tions in the New York metropoli- 
tan area. 

‘WBNX was granted a regular li- 
cense ren@wal. The Commission, 
which had earlier tabbed the 
indie’s license for hearing on sev- 
eral programming charges, re- 
lented on a strong showing by the 
station that alleged abuses had 
been cleaned up. : 

At the same time, FCC denied 














has Foote, Cone & Belding, which 
Ciggie resigned Luckies. billing. | 
gee now belongs to | 
, > c is Kermit Ra _ 
mond's agency, too. 4 


a power boost to 5kw requested by 
WAAT. Newark. The Commission 
said the hike. would cause interfer- 
ence with WEBR, Buffalo; WELI, 
New Haven, and other stations. 








SURVIVAL BATTLE 
SEEN IMPENDING 


By DICK DOAN 


Radio institute days are upon 
the industry again, and there’s a 
marked effort on the part of pro- 
moters of these powwows to hoist 
them out of their well-worn 
grooves. It’s cued to a growing 
feeling that a battle for survival 
is impending, with broadcasters in 
a mood to brush off those confer- 
ences which fail to inject more 
showmanship, constructive discus- 
sion and new ideas, abreast of de- 
velopments, into their agendas. 

No exception is Ohio State 
Univ.’s 18-year-old Institute for 
Education by Radio, which Keith 
Tyler is striving to keep in the 
forefront in the face of mounting 
industry disinterest, based on feel- 
ing that, in spite of awards, the 
event is an annual ordeal in which 
broadcasters get a kicking-around 
“for the poor job radio is doing.” 
It’s become an old siory, with no 
ending. 

Last year’s attendance of broad- 


casters at the Ohio meet was off | 


sharply in contrast to earlier years, 
and there’s little evidence that 
they’ll be flocking back for the 
1948 sessions, scheduled April 30 
through May 3, unless Tyler’s ten- 
tative agenda, scheduled for re- 
lease in a few days, turns up some 
unexpected and inviting prospects 
in the way of topics and talkers. 
In New York last week to round 
out panel rosters and sound out 
key industry people, Tyler indi- 
cated he had no plans for drastic- 
ally altering the crowded format 
Which has provoked broadcaster 
gripes. But he evidenced a keen 
desire to inject more program ap- 
peal for broadcasters. 


Cott Promises Fireworks 


He tossed the opening session 
into the lap of Ted Cott, WNEW 
program veepee, who had planned 
to skip the meeting, with a chal- 
lenging invitation to bring in 
whom he wanted to sound off as 
they pleased. Cott promised him 
plenty of this-is-how-we-see-it talk. 

Tyler said he hoped to enliven 
the Sunday night dinner, tradi- 
tional highlight of the parley, with 
a round of pithy five-minute 
speeches by leading tradepaper, 
newspaper and magazine critics of 
radio. The institute director, de- 
spite television’s sudden corner- 
turning, reported he had no plans 
for expanding last year’s passing 
attention to video. 

Radio Directors Guild and Radio 
Writers Guild will conduct panels 


(Continued on page 41) ° 


All-Negro Theatre Set For 
¥?WA Preem Sat. (3); 
Audition 350 Aspirants 


Chester, Pa., March 30. 

All-Negro radio theatre, which 
station WPWA here has been prep- 
ping for months and has attracted 
wide interest, is about to make its 
air debut. Initialer of the series, 
written and produced by Larry 
Menkin, and presenting all-Negro 
casts, will hit WPWA’s kilocycles 
Saturday (3), 6-6:30 p.m. 


Preem, starring De Vrieux Tom- 
linson, will be “Markheim, 1948,” a 
radio adaptation, by Menkin, of a 
Robert Louis Stevenson story. Over- 
all series is titled, “One Out of 
Ten,” and will utilize scripts by Joe 
Ruscoll, Sidney Slon, Martin Sei- 
fert, Mike Sklar and other Radio 
Writers Guild members in addition 
to Menkin. 


Station has been conducting 
twice-weekly auditions for the the- 
atre for the past 14 weeks and has 
had auditionees and requests for 
auditions from such far-away points 
as Chicago, Seattle, Oklahoma, 
Texas, Florida, Louisiana and Mis- 
souri. More than 350 aspirants 
were auditioned, including students 
from Cheyney Univ., Lincoln Univ., 
Temple Univ., Philadelphia and 





Morgan State College, Baltimore. | 


AFRA, Webs Agree 


on Cost-of-Living 


Increases; Advertisers Also Assent 





Still a Great Story 

Goodyear’s “Greatest Story 
Ever Told,” which Variety 
kudosed in Showmanagement 
Awards a year ago, has been 
raking in the honors ever since. 
Latest comes from the City 
College of New York, which, in 
its annual awards to be con- 
ferred April 14, will hand one 
of two bronze plaques to Ray- 
show, Inc,, for creating the 
outstanding radio program of 
1947 in “Greatest Story.” 

Other plaque will go to 
WLW, Cincinnati, for ‘“out- 
standing achievement in pro- 
motion in 1947.” 


Double Everything 
For The Whistler 
To Calm Chents 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Double trouble brewed for CBS 
last week when its double spor- 
sorship of “The Whistler” blew off 
scalding steam and made the net- 
work see double through the haze. 
When the mist cleared the network 
| had on its hands two separate 
programs to appease Household 
Finance, which sponsors the CBS- 
owned chiller east of the Rockies, 
and Signal Oil, tab taker-upper 
along the coast. 

When the two clients couldn’t 
agree on how the script should be 
treated, CBS stepped in and order- 
ed two different yarns and an en- 
tire new production setup for each 
sponsor. Bill Forman continues 
in the same role for the codst and 
Bill Johnstone stalks through the 
eastern airing. William N. Rob- 
son holds production rein on the 
eastern segment and George Al- 
len throws cues for the west. Even 
the music direction is in double 
time, with Lud Gluskin for the 
east and Wilbur Hatch tapping 
beat for the oiler. Everett Tom- 
linson continues» as script super- 
visor, with the writing still being 
farmed out to freelancers. 


‘NEWSCOPE’ DROPPED 
BY KAISER-FRASER 


The fate that’s been predicted 
for some time for Kaiser-Fraser’s 
four-times-weekly “Newscope” on 
Mutual is finally a privately ac- 
knowledged fact. The car manu- 
facturer is pulling the plug on 
Wendell Noble’s “human” treat- 
ment of the news at the end of 
May. 

It’s not a case of the sponsor be- 
ing dissatisfied with the stanza, it’s 
claimed, despite its lowly Hooper 
showing, but rather a matter of 
budget revision. (K-F also 
yanked its tab on DuMont’s tele- 
vised “Bowes Amateur Hour,” ef- 
fective last Sunday (28), despite an 
impressive Hooper telerating.) 

K-F isn't getting out of radio en- 
tirely, it’s said, and is talking with 
Mutual about keeping the present 
Sunday night at 8:45 time and tak- 
ing on a week-night half-hour ‘be- 
ginning in the fall. In fact, K-F 
has been reported lately as looking 
at a number of shows, including a 
musical stanza with Phil Davis con- 
ducting orch and 24-voice chorus. 
Latter package was auditioned for 
the car manufacturer last week. 

K-F agency is Swaney, Drake & 
Bement. 




















NBC’S CANADIAN IMPORT 
NBC has a new Canadian im- 
port. Harry W. Junkin, until re- 
cently program production direc- 


The American Federation of Ra- 
dio Artists and the networks have 
agreed on a cost-of-living increase 
covering both commercial and sus- 
taining shows and applying to ad 
agencies (and sponsors), package 
production firms and transcription 
outfits. 

The terms were okayed Monday 
afternoon (29) by the admen and 
producing offices and were slated 
for approval at a special meeting 
last night (Tues.) of the AFRA na- 
tional beard. Final acceptance by 
the AFRA membership will be 
taken up at union meetings in 
New York, Chicago and Los An- 
geles, probably within a week. 


Agreement is for two years and 
calls for a 712% increase for staff 
announcers and sound effects men 
ove: their present pay (which may 
or may not be scale). No actors 
or singers, and no freelancers get 
any increases. However, there is 
a cost-of-living clause stipulating 
that if the Department of Labor 
index rises 10 points above that of 
March 15, 1948, the union may re- 
open negotiations for a compen- 
sating wage boost. 


Liberty Bows Out 
‘In WOOD Bidding 


Washington, March 30. 








Federal Communications Com- 
mission hearing on the sale of 
ABC-owned WOOD, Grand Rapids, 
was cahcelled out over the week- 
end when Liberty Broadcasting 
Co., one of two contenders for the 
outlet, dismissed its purchase bid. 
Hearing was skedded to open here 
yesterday (29). 


Liberty made an 1ith-hour plea 
for continuance of the hearing 
Friday night (26) but when the 
Commission nixed this, the com- 
pany dropped out of the race. 
Principals were financially embar- 
rassed because a projected $350,- 
000 loan from the Woodmen of the 
World was withdrawn last week. 
An earlier contract with American 
had to be cancelled for lack of cash 
last year. 

Move leaves the way open for 
FCC approval of the sale to pub- 
lisher-broadcaster Harry Bitner’s 
Grandwood Broadcasting Co. for 
$850,000. This will also make 
broker Smith Davis happy since he 





will chalk up a $42,500 commission 
for finding a buyer for ABC. Lib- 
erty was unwilling to pay Davis in 
the event FCC preferred it over 
Grandwood. 


SOLONS RAP ‘VOICE,’ 
THEN VOTE $3,000,000 


Washington, March 30. 
Criticizing the State Depart- 
ment’s operation of its worldwide 
information and education pro- 
gram, House Appropriations Com- 
mittee voted to cut the depart- 
ment’s request for $5,120,000 to 
$3,000,000 to cover deficit expenses 
to June 30. Beginning July 1, the 
budget appropriation for the in- 
formation service will be $28,000,- 
000, bulk of which will go for 
“Voice of America” broadcasts. 


Committee report on the State 
Department stated it “was not 
satisfied that the administration of 
the program has been of such a 
nature to secure the kind of re- 
sults which Congress is entitled 
to expect and desires to urge that 
the expansion and reorganization 
under the new law be accomplished 
at such a rate and in such a man- 
ner as to insure a sound and effec- 
tive program.” 

House committee, during hear- 
ings recently, was specially critical 
of the manner in which the State 
Department had turned over most 








tor for Horace Stovin, Inc., station | 
rep organization in Toronto. } 





Junkin is on duty as a staff di-| 


Reporters from Negro news- rector in the web’s N. Y. head-| m 
seuans and magazines will come | quarters, but as yet has no show | vision was exercised over the pro- 


here to cover Saturday’s preem. 


‘ assignments. 


major networks, chiefly NBC and 
CBS. It was felt by committee 
members that insufficient super- 


gram content. 


of the program activities to the . 
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FCC 


Needling Bigshots to Start 
Qn Penthouse TV Experiments 





Washington, March 30. * 


Fearful that the big radio en- 
trepreneurs will sit on their lower 
television channels and do nothing 
for the next 10 years, the Federal 
Communications Commission is 
dishing out some straight talk to 
industry execs. The word is to start 
experimenting now on the upstairs 
video slots so standards can be 
fixed for penthouse tele around 
1950. 

Two FCC members have already 
sounded the warning — Chairman 
Wayne Coy and George S. Sterling. 
Both say the first move is up to 
industry but on the q.t. they are 
worried because the big guns in 
radio, once established on the low 


bands, show no disposition to break 
ground in the ultra-highs. For any 
pioneering RCA, GE, etc. may do 
will accrue to the advantage of 
those not now in tele. Columbia’s 
recent move to absorb five tele as- 
signments was looked on here as 
clue that last big impetus for up- 
stairs television has been dissi- 
pated: (CBS has four video towns 
spotted, is reported vying with a 
ix company, Ed Pauley and others 
buy Dorothy Thackrey’s tele 
franchise in Los Angeles). 
Coy told the Institute of Radio 
Engineers last week that he ex- 
ects all available tele assignments 
the top 140 markets to be ex- 
hausted within the next 12 months. 
To prepare for a “truly competi- 
tive nationwide” system for the 
next generation, he urged industry 
to start blazing a trail in the room- 
fer ultra-highs. FCC, he mourned 
has not been provided with enough 
technical data to move ahead on 
standards. 





Tele Scraps on Tap 

“Washington, March 30. 

The Federal Communica- 
tions Commission is hard 
pushed to keep abreast of the 
boom is tele applications. 
Hearings are in the offing in 
some 20 video-tight towns, 
but FCC has ben able to fix 
dates for the sessions in only 
a dozen areas to date. 

Following is a tentative list- 
ins of upcoming tele scraps: 

Louisville, Ky: April 9 in 
Washington. 

Detroit: March 30, further 
hearing in Washington. 

Wilkes-Barre, Pa.: April 1 in 
Wiikes-Barre. 

Cleveland: June 14 in Cleve- 
land. 

Harrisburgh: 
Washington. 

Fall River: April 7 in Fall 
River. 
’ San Francisco: May 24 in 
Frisco. 

Dallas: April 13-16. 

Boston: April 26, in Boston. 

Pittsburgh: May 17 in Pitts- 
burgh. 

Allentown, Pa.: June 16. 

Reading, Pa.: May 24. 

Youngstown: June 14. 

Hartford: April 19. 

Miami: April 25 

Akron: May 17. 


NBC Wants Dual 
Role as Tele Spot 


April 2 in 














Rep for Affiliates 


NBC has substantiated a fear 





Disturb ‘Tonight on B’way’ 
TV Show for Lucky Strike 


Plans for the airing of “Tonight 
Broadway” under American To- 
cco’s sponsorship will not be 
changed by the Foote, Cone & Beld- 
ing ad agency’s “resignation” of 
the Lucky Strike account. At least 
the first three shows in the series 
will be handled by the agency un- 
der the agreement that F.C.&B. 
continue with the Lucky 
Strike biz until a new agency af- 
tion is made. 
Show preems as planned, conse- 
ently, next Tuesday (6) over the 
eas web with a direct pickup from 
the Alvin theatre, N. Y., of back- 
je interviews and scenes from 
“Mr. Roberts” legiter. 
Final okay to the “Broadway” 
ow was handed out. yesterday 
the International Alliance of 
eatrical Stage Employees and 
e International Brotherhood of 
ectrical Workers. Both uniohs 
eclared they would work hand- 
-hand on this series of shows 
(Continued on page 38) 


UNION TANGLE STYMIES 





PHILLY TV OPERA SHOW 


Philadelphia, March 30. 

_ Caught in the middle of an 
cpm jurisdictional dispute 

tween unions involved, WCAU- 
TV this afternoon (Tues.) was 
forced to call off plans to televise 
the American Opera Co.’s produc- 
tion of “The Bartered Bride” to- 

t at the Academy of Music. 

tation had cleared pickup with 
the opera company and with the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
but at the last minute the Academy 
stagehands, members of IATSE 
(AFL), refused to work with 
WCAU-TV’s tele crews, who are 
members of the American Com- 
munications Assn. (CIO) and IBEW 
{AFL). Joseph Douglas, business 
manager of Local B, IATSE, said 
the only conditions under which 
the stagehands would work was for 
the station to substitute AFL tech- 
nicians. Station pointed out that 
its contract with the ACA pre- 
vented this. 

Referred by Douglas to, J. B. 
Bassen, international IATSE rep 
in New York, WCAU-TV execs 
sought in vain to reach him today, 
finally gave up and cancelled the 
telecast. 


that has been agitating indie sta- 
tion reps for some time. The net- 
work admitted last week that ‘its 
television plans for affiliates in- 
cludes the representation of a 
number of them in the spot field. 
Its policy on spot repping in video 
was anything but crystalized, the 
network explained. However, the 
markets it would like to have on 
its tele rep list are, it is under- 
stood, pretty well settled. 


On the matter of compensation 
to affiliates for network video ac- 
counts NBC is talking in terms of 
30% with the line charge angle re- 
maining an open question until the 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. has filed its rates and the FCC 
has approved them. NBC expects 
to have the formula for its affiliate 
contract. ready for submission to 
affilates in another two weeks. 


Despite the fact that it snagged 
the spot representation of the one 
and only station, WCAU-TV, Phila- 
delphia, that it has signed to an 
affiliate contract, CBS asserts that 
it has no intention of asking other 
video affiliates to, consent to dual 
representation. T was given as 
a definite policy. 


CBS’ stations relations depart- 
ment disclosed Monday (29) that it 
will not .adopt a set formula for 
its TV affiliation deals but instead 
proposes to “cut each contract to 
fit each station.” It explained that 
the network would operate on a 
flexible policy in that regard since 
there will be a lot of bidding for 
quite a number of markets with 
but one or two video outlets. 

CBS radio affiliates that go tele- 
vision, it was also revealed, are 
bound to align themselves with the 
same network under the terms of 
their AM agreements. The net- 
work inserted in its standard af- 
filiate contract about five years 
ago a clause covering that very 
contingency. 


Trotting Races for WPIX 
Following up on its pacting for 
exclusive television coverage of 
professional hockey and basketball 
games next season, WPIX, the 
N. Y. Daily News’ forthcoming 
video station, has signed to broad- 
cast the nightly trotting races 
from Roosevelt Raceway, West- 
bury, L. I. Races were carried 
sporadically last year by WNBT 
(NBC, N. Y.). 
_Contract also gives WPIX the 
right to film the races for subse- 
quent video transmission. Present 
plans call for the station to air two 
nights of racing weekly. 
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PARSIFAL 
With Philadelphia Orchestra, Norris 

Greer, Andrew Gainey, Thomas 

Schippers, Norris West, others. 
Producer: Ted Estabrook 
85 Mins., 4:05 p.m. Fri. (26) 
WFIL-TV, ABC, Philly 

In its first telecast of a major 
musical program since lifting of 
the AFM ban on live music, IL- 
TV presented “Parsifal,” Wagner’s 
great consecrational stage festival 
play, before a Wanamaker Store 
audience of 15,000. 

Relayed via ABC’s tele network 
to New York, Baltimore and Wash- 
ington, the show brought a new 
musical experience to thousands. 
The music, transmitted by FM, 
came in clearly, was rich in texture 
and—because of good performances 
—lJost little of the exaltation and 
drama of the score. 

Images on the screen were sharp 
and well-lighted, and added con- 
siderably to the listener’s pleasure. 

Orchestral excerpts given under 
the baton of Walter Baker, included 
the Prelude, the Temptation Scene 
from Act II, the Good Friday Spell, 
Grail Scene from Act III and 
others. 

Soloists were Norris Greer, ten- 
or, and Andrew Gainey, baritone. 
Thomas Schippers was at the 
organ. Norrist West acted as nar- 
rator. The choral ensemble in- 
cluded the Robin Hood Dell 
Chorus, the Haverford College Glee 
Club, the Episcopal Academy 
Chorus and the Antiphonal Choir 
of the First Baptist Church. 

WFIL-TV engineers used two 
cameras, each equipped with four 
lenses, to bring the performance in 
from all angles. The tele audience 
also saw the famous paintings, 
Christ Before Pilate and Christ on 
Calvary by Michael de Munkacsy, 
which hang below the organ in the 
Wanamaker Store. Shal. 





Tele Follow-Up 


Benefit shows and their talent 
components, a natural for TV pick- 
ups, had better watch themselves if 
the Easter Sunday telecasts are any 
criterion. The “brunch” from the 
Monte Carlo, N. Y. nitery, was 
emceed by Ed Sullivan on behalf 
of the Heart Fund, and late that 
night, at the Tony Perry Awards 
fete, virtually the same acts in the 
same routines repeated. e Heart 
show was videoed by CBS and the 
legit shindig was telecast by 

(Continued on page 38) 


CBS Hikes Tele 
Hr. Rate to $700 


With the new studios of WCBS- 
TV (CBS, N. Y.) scheduled to 
preem at the end of April, the sta- 
tion this week instituted an in- 
creased rate schedule, with time 
charges upped for both studio and 
remote shows. Rates are effective 
tomorrow (1). 

New schedule calls for $700 per 
hour for air time, as opposed to 
the previous rate of $400. No extra 
charge is imposed for studio facili- 
ties during broadcast time, but a 
charge of $200 per hour for studio 
rehearsal is to be made. Air time 
rate is broken down into different 
time segments, with five minutes 
going for $200 and a one-minute 
spot for $150. Film facilities are 

(Continued on page 38) 


BALTO’S WMAR 2D 
CBS TELE AFFILIATE 


Continuing the _ accelerated 
tempo of its television networking 
plans, CBS Monday (29) signed the 
second affiliation contract in two 
weeks. New station inked is 
WMAR-TV, owned and operated 
by the Baltimore Sun, which took 
the air on Balto’s Channel 2 last 
October. CBS last week signed 
WCAU-TV (Philadelphia) as the 
first affiliate on its chain. 

WMAR-TV is slated to feed tele 
broadeasts of the Pimlico races to 
WCAU-TV and WCBS-TV, the 
web’s N. Y. outlet. Racing season 
from May 3-15 will be topped this 
year by airings of the Dixie Handi- 
cap May 8 and the Preakness on 
May 15. Balto station, meanwhile, 
is expected to be fed many of CBS’ 
N. Y.-originated shows. 
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New Tele Biz | 


U. S. Rubber Co. sponsoring 20- 
minute variety show Tuesdays, 8 
p.m., over WFIL-TV, Philly, 


Crisconi's Philadelphia Motor 
Car Co. sponsoring 30-minute 
sports quiz show, “Batter Up,” on 
Mondays, 8 p.m., over WFIL-TV, 
Philly. 

Howard Clothes has signed to 
bankroll all Tuesday night boxing 
matches aired by WABD, Du- 
Mont’s N. Y. outlet. Fifty-two 
week contract, teeing off next Tues- 
day (6), will cost the sponsor 
about $100,000. Agency, Redfield- 
Johstone. 


Dodge Dealers Assn. of Greater 
Cincinnati sponsoring dugout in- 
terviews preceding the 34 Cincy 
Reds’ home games to be televised 
this season by WLWT. Red Thorn- 
burgh, the station’s sportscaster, 
will interview the players. Ac- 
count placed by Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
Cincy office. 


Par's Celluloid Net 
TV Plans Stymied 
As Bcasters Balk 


Hopes for the early establish- 
ment of a television ‘‘celluloid net- 
work” through use of Paramount’s 
tele film recorder are currently 
being stymied by the broadcasters. 
Despite the fact that the Par sys- 
tem has already been proved tom- 
mercially ready and that agencies 
and their clients are willing to go 
ahead with it, broadcasters have 
nixed the idea in hopes that their 
own systems will be perfected 
soon. 


Par’s method, comprising the 
filming of a live tele show off the 
face of a receiving tube, has re- 
portedly drawn plenty of agency 
interest. With networking facilities 
presently limited, sponsors had 
hoped to be able to record their 
shows on film and ship them to 
stations throughout the country. 
Par has set a price on its system 
at 20c per foot, which would fix 
a price for a half-hour show of 
$540. 

Both NBC and DuMont. how- 
ever, have been working on their 
own film transcribers and hope to 
wait until theirs are ready before 
permitting agencies or their clients 
to utilize the process. That will, of 
course, mean more income to 
them. NBC and DuMont systems 
afe based on Eastman Kodak pat- 
ents, which make possible record- 
ing on 16m film but not on 35m. 
Par system can use either size. 

Both broadcasters claim their 

methods are technically ready, but 
neither has set a price on the 
service of the cameras yet. NBC 
recorded the entire NBC Sym- 
phony show that was televised two 
weeks ago and DuMont has used 
the process for a number of shows 
recently. Both hope to demonstrate 
the film publicly soon and to have 
it ready for commercial use some 
time next month. To offset the 
possibility of poor reception negat- 
ing the film quality, both broad- 
casters reportedly are using juiced- 
up receivers which take a direct 
line feed. 
_ Par, meanwhile, has recorded a 
number of shows for agencies. 
Pending clearance from the broad- 
casters, film at the present time Is 
retained by the agencies for their 
record files and for pitches to other 
potential sponsors. Par hasn’t ex- 
perienced any difficulty with un- 
ions yet and doesn’t anticipate any, 
since it’s willing tu make conces- 
sions to the unions to get the sys- 
tem rolling commercially. 

















Dennis James’ Sports 
Reel for WCBS-TV 


Dennis James will be doubling 
over from WABD, Dumont outlet, 
to WCBS-TV to do the commen- 
tary for the “Sports Album” which 
Schaefer’s beer will spot before 
the Brooklyn Dodgers games. 








It’s a five-minute reel. 


New Deal by FCC on Bids for Channel 
Shifts Stirs Ire of 


Tele Boosters 


Washington, March 30. 
Television men have alrea 
started bombard the Feder 
Communications Commission with 
protests against the agency’s new 
procedure of handling requests to 
shift channels to video-poor areas, 
Procedure was announced last 
week in denying bid of the Yankee 
Network to use the No. 10 slot in 
Bridgeport instead of Hartford. 

The Commission ruled that each 
shift of a channel can only be 
made by amending its rules and 
leaving plenty of time for other 
bidders to make a pitch to use the 
channel in the same town. Tele 
boosters point out that FCC has 
not followed this technique in 
spotting either AM or FM slots 
and argue it will delay establish. 
ment of video in dozens of areas, 

They also make the point that 
anyone wishing to delay establish. 
ment of tele in a town like Frisco 
or Boston has only to petition the 
FCC to nip off one of their slots 
for Bear Creek or some other 
whistlestop and nobody can get a 
channel in either town until the 
petition is disposed of. Same 
point was made by Commissioners 
Robert Jones and Rosel Hyde who 
opposed the new procedure. 

Around a dozen similar requests 
to reallocate channels are hanging 
fire at FCC. And hot on the heels 
of the agency’s pronouncement 
last week, the Toledo Blade peti- 
tioned for addition of channels 10 
and 11 to the Toledo area. Action 
on bids in nearby towns may be 
delayed while FCC considers the 
merits of the Toledo Blade’s re- 
quest. 

Boosters of the new plan at FCC 
admit it will delay rapid grants of 
tele stations in top markets but 
argue it is the only way of assur- 
ing all comers an equal crack at a 
freed channel. 


It’s No Soap on TV 
Unless P&G Revises Its 
49 Budget; Others Wait 


When Procter & Gamble com- 
pletes its 1949 advertising budget 
May 15 the trade may get the first 
inkling of interest on the part of 
the soap business in television. So 
far the soapers as a clan haven't 
made a single move in the direc- 
tion of the new medium. 

Like the cigaret field, the soap 
manufacturers make up one of the 
cagiest groups in American busi- 
ness. They’ve always been known 
to play ’em close to the chest for 
fear competitors may beat ’em to 
the punch. As a rule the soap 
bunch act like a pack of hares. It 
takes the overt action of one of 
them to find the other beelining 
toward the other’s policy. 


SULLIVAN TO TEE OFF 
NEWS’ ‘SPRINGBOARD’ 


WPIX, New York Daily News 
television station, to be launched 
June 15, signed one of its first 
shows last week. Program involves 
Ed Sullivan, News columnist, as 
m.c. of a broadcast to be done from 
N. Y.’s Latin Quarter nitery, to be 
called “Springboard to Fame.” It 
will ride an 8:30 to 9 p.m. slot 
weekly. , 

Idea of the broadcast, sold by 
Charlie Yates of Associated Book- 
ing Corp., is a sort of amateur con- 
test, except that it will use profes- 
sional contestants similar to the 
Arthur Godfrey, CBS radio com- 
mercial. Weekly winner of the 
broadcast will be awarded a week’s 
booking at the L. Q. Lou Walters, 
operator of the nitery, will produce 
and own the package. 











Chi’s Pump Room TV Show 
Chicago, March 30. 

Ernest Byfield, hotel chain opera- 
tor, signed a contract Monday (29) 
with WGN-TV for a half hour video 
show to originate from the Pump 
Room of the Ambassador East 
here. Program will consist 0 
celebrities and stars who happen 
to be in Chicago, and will go on 
Sunday evenings at 6:30 for a half 
hour. 

Neither the name of the show 
nor the permanent emcee has been 
selected as yet, although boniface 
Byfield, who appeared on “We i 
People” over CBS last night (Tues.), 





may officiate. 








ae 


—— + fr, 
> disieaws 


oe 


‘ 
' 
e. 








we oe ~ 


~ were 


aPpeaeecnr eS oY 


‘i- 


the 
usi- 
wn 


| to 
oap 
It 


ing 


ip’ 
lews 
‘hed 


lves 


slot 


| by 
ook- 
con- 
ofes- 

the 
com- 

the 
oek’s 
ters, 
duce 


30. 

pera- 
(29) 
video 
ump 
East 
t of 
ppen 
‘o on 
half 


show 
been 
\iface 
e the 
ues.), 


: 
j 
< 
f 
| 


str ennandtecriS at 





peru 


os) 


~~? 


° 


rd 





Wednesday, March 31, 1943 





VARIETY 


TELEVISION 


a. 








Oe ae neem 





PRICE WAR FO 








Toe-to-Toe Brawl 


for Chi Tele 


Looms im WGN Preem 





Chicago, March 30. * 


Sharp battle for Chi’s tele audi- 
ence gets under way when WGN- 
"Vv tees off here April 5. WBKB, 
which up till now has had no rival 
in local tele, is preparing to meet 
its competitor with new equipment, 
an enlarged staff, and several pro- 
gramming surprises. All signs 
point to a toe-to-toe brawl. 

Jn preliminary skirmishes WBKB 
has lost five staffers and absorbed 
a lot of deftly tossed needles on 
the score of outmoded equipment. 
To blunt the latter, station plans 
to install new image orthicons and 
switching apparatus, with 
expanded film studio and control 
room facilities. Included are its 


gmarting at a recent statement of 
Carl J. Meyers, WGN-TV chief 
engineer, who said “Our equipment 
is the first in Chicago making use 
of Navy and Army developments.” 
In refutation it’s pointed out that 
Capi. Bill Eddy,-WBKB’s director, 
headed a radio and electronics 
school here for the Navy through- 
out the war. 

Rivalry has been whetted by re- 
curring rumors that WBKB will 
suspend operations when WGN-TV 
kicks off. False story is said to 
have reached some advertisers. 
Source of rumor is unknown, al- 
though in one instamee it was 
traced to a tele serviceman. Dark 
mutterings of “orgamized cam- 
‘paign” have been heard buf no 
proof is available. 

Chief battle will ecemter around 
programming, with WGN-TV un- 
corking hefty fare. Already 
skedded are a variety show from 
Ernie Byfield’s plush Pump Room 
and an hour mariomette strip to 
buck WBKB’s kid hit, “Fran, Kukla 
and Ollie.” Jim Ameche is set as 
emcee of an ambitious package for 
a major advertiser. 

Latest addition to WGN-TV’s 
staff is John MeGiver, author of 
the recent comedy, “All Gaul Is 
Divided.” He'll head the seript 
department. WBKB meanwhile has 
signed Joe Wilson, former ABC 
sportscasier, and Russ Davis, em- 
cee-announcer. 


(BS Opens Ist 
Video Clinic 


CBS’ first nationwide television 
clinic opens today (Wed) at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, N. ¥., with more 
than 200 key station exees from 
100 AM affiliates throughout the 
country attending. Allday meet 
was called by the web to “enaole 
broadcasters far removed from 
present key television centers to 
piece together all the scattered 
segments of television imformation 
into a comprehensible whole.” 

Chief item on the agemda will be 
discussions by experienced CBS 
tele execs on how video stations in 
various sized cities cam operate 
profitably. Clinic is seheduled for 
ony one day but several days more 
have been kept open for huddles 
With station officials on their im- 
dividual plans and problems. 
Group will be weleomed by CBS 
Prez Frank’ Stanton, with tele vee- 
pee Lawrence Lowman following 
With an outline of the shows to 
origimated in the web’s new N. 

tos, now under construction 
the Grand Central Terminal. 


Byron Nelson’s Golf 





be 
¥Y. 
in 





Pic Shorts for Video| 


New television film package. fea 
turing Byron Nelson’s instruction 
On golf techniques, is being readied 
for video by legit producers Nor- 
man and Irving Pineus. Series will 
Comprise 13 35m shorts. 

Films have been shot on both 
golt courses and im studios, with 

elson explaining his technique 
Via actual demonstration ard ex- 


Planato~y dialog. Package, tenta- 

bee, ‘led “Winning Gol’, is 

ie, ‘led by the William Mor- 
agency, 


Kids Take Over 
Following the general radio- 
to-television trend, the na- 
tion’s 


their own radio station, UBC. 
Wesley will peddle the 
package to agencies and broad- . 
casters. 

Wesley, a former Hollywood 
dance director, plans to pack- 
age a group of what he ealls 
“definite” shows for video, 
fully rehearsed and ready for 
airing for whatever 
seeks his services. 


136 2-Way Deal 
For Bowes Show; 
K-F Cancels Out 


Pulling a switch on the newly- 
found practice of duplicating AM 
radio shows into television, Ree- 
mack Enterprises is offering its 
‘Major Bowes Amateur Hour tele 
‘show for duplicatmg on radio. 
Combined price te sponsors is 
$13,000 weekly. 

Kaiser-Frazer tossed in its bank- 
rolling sponge on the show after 
Sunday (28) night’s airing over the 
‘DuMont video web. Reasom given 
was that the auto outfit had suf- 
fered recent fimancial setbacks be- 
eause of the steel shortage but 
ithere was also reportedly a clash 
of personalities involved between 
the sponsor and producers. With 
the new okay on the use of live 
musicians om tele. the Wiiliam 
Morris agency, which is handling 
the shew, is now attempting to line 
up.a single sponsor to finance it on 
beth radio and tele. 

According to Reemack prez Lou 
‘Goldberg, the show will continue 
sustainer on the DuMont web 
until a new sponsor is found. It 
be offered to either 








neither net will have its 
eperation ready for at 


Show preemed under the K-F 
banner Jan. 18. Show is packaged 
by the original Major .(Bowes crew, 
‘which handled the old radio pro- 
\gram. Since preeming it on tele, 
K-F has sent put a video sound- 
truck for a cross-country tour in 
‘the hopes of reviving the old 
Bowes amateur units for vaude. 
That idea, too, is mow expected to 
be abandoned. 


‘Set Summer Pattern 
For Midwest Tele Net 
Via Microwave Relays 


Minneapolis, March 30. 

Completion of microwave relay 
stations from Chicago, bringing 
eastern television network pro- 
grams to the Twin Cities, is ex- 
pected by summer, Stanley Hub- 
bard. radio station KSTP president 
and general. manager, has told 
newspapers here. 

Service will require from six 
to eight of the line-of-sight stations 
between Chicago and Minneapolis, 
‘according to Hubbard. At the same 
time, Hubbard pointed out, KSTP 
‘is not waiting for completion of 








‘the co-axial cable network, which ‘with Guild co-directors Lawrence | 


is scheduled for late 1949 or-1950, 
but will rebroadcast film 
here, such as that shot at the na- 
tional political party conventions. 


or Mutual for AM broadcast- h 


flown | 


R VIDEO RELAYS 





A.T.8T., WO FILE 
SIMILAR RATED 


Washington, March 30. 

Stiff competition among com- 
mon carrier services for network- 
ing television shows loomed here 
today (Tuesday) following filing 
by Western Union with the Federal 
Communications Commission of 
proposed rates for its N. ¥.-Phil2 
delphia micro-wave relays. WU's 
monthly rate of $4,700 for an 
eight-hour day, seven-day week, 
operation is some $700 over the 
American Telephone and Tele 
graph’s proposal for its coaxial- 
cable but WU has imstituted sev- 
eral imnovations which it hopes 
will make the overall charge to 
broadcasters less costly. 

Chief item in WU’s pitch for 


lay systems are reversible; that is, 
a broadcaster can program shows 
in either direction on the same re- 
lay. In addition, the micro-wave 
system will make it possible for 
shows to be transmitted from their 
points of origination directly to 
the reception peint. According to 
the WU proposals, no other ex- 
penses will be incurred in provid- 
ing terminal loops, such as are 
— by the phome company’s 
c..ble. 

WU also claims that it can pro- 
vide a clearer pieture, since its 
micro-waves utilize a 4.5 mg band, 
whereas the co-ax uses only 2.7 mg. 
WU’s monthly charge of $4,700 is 
for 4 p.m. to midnight seven nights 
weekly. Additional hours on a 
contract basis are to cost $350 per 
hour. For occasional use not con- 
tracted for on the monthly rate, 
the charge will be $25 per hear. 
WU plans to have the relay service 
in operation before the political 
conventions tee off June 21 im 


contracts on a yearly basis. 
The new phone company rate for 


AT&T's original proposal. The old 
rate was $40 per month. The sta- 


tion-connection charge, formerly 
$750 for fulltime users has 
been pared to $500. Each 


hour of use over eight hours a 
will cost a broadcaster $2 a 
additional amd another $35 
each station connection. 
necessary to divide use 
cable between two or more 
the phone company has a 
rate card. For 

the monthly charge will be $25 
airline mile and the station 
nection tab, $350. Each additional 


rhatt 
G 


Hi 


an additional $60 per station con- 
nection. 

Compared with the original 
phone company proposals, it was 
estimated a licensee will now pay 
something under $4,000 a month 
for eight-hour use of the cable be- 

. The 
this 


old charses would hawe hiked. 
SHAW SAYS OKAY ON 
TELEVISED ‘CATHERINE’ 


Apparently more amenable to 
U. S. television than to its older 
brother, radio, Irish playwright 
George Bernard Shaw has given his 
okay for the Theatre Guild to stage 





venture on the NBC video web. 
NBC-TG eontract was recently ex- 
| tended to the option date of Oct. 1, 
with six more shows coming up. 
Date for “Catherine” hasn't yet 
| been set. 


Shaw has been particularly unre- 
iceptive to offers from U. S. radio 
| producers, only reeently having 
_ turned down a request from Fred 
Allen to have “Man and Superman” 
adopted to Allen’s particular brand 
of takeoff. His comeession to the 
Guild was reportedly made because 
‘of his long-standing friendship 











'Langner and Theresa Helburn. 

| #Cn¢>opine”’ “- a one--cter, which 
mak<s it pos. 2 for the Guild to 
stage without cutting. 


Interests on 


Showdown Due Between Film, Radio 


Performers’ Pacts 





Femmes, Beware! 

Jittery over the harm a had 
image could do, talent agents 
are urging their femme per- 
sonalities to avoid getting 
themselves televised unless 
they're wearing the requisite 
makeup. Main object of the 
warning is not the booked date 
but rather informal stuff, such 
as being scanned at nightclub 
and other openings. 

Agents have accented the ad- 
vice for their charges on the 
Coast where this offhand tele- 
vising of celebs is far more 





cheaper service is that its two re- | 


Philadelphia and, hopes to write | 


his “Great Catherine” as its next | 


frequent than im the east. 








Old Two-a-Day 
Revival Seen 
In ‘Palace Show 


After several previous attempts 
'teo revive vaudeville in its basic 
format, television will give the old 
| twonarday acts a nostalgic shot at 
| 





the limelight agaim in a show titled 
'“Palace Theatre of the Air.” Pro- 
| gram is being packaged by Louw 
Goldberg’s Tobias Productions. All 
profits are to be channeled into the 
Natiomal Variety Artists’ welfare 
fund. 

Goldberg will attempt to revive 
as much as possible the aitmos- 
| phere of the Palace, N. Y., where 
the theatre was the vauders’ mecca. 
| Heur-long show will comprise the 
standard 10-12 acts, with the same 
program balance as that featured 
on the old Palace stage. Most of 
the acts will be recruited from 
among the oldtimers, although 
Goldberg will attempt to line up 
current nitery stars for guest shots. 

Packager has already received 
written permission from the —_ 
America to go ahead with the show 
_at whatever terms he can arrange 
with the talent, pending the estab- 
lishment of the 4A’s wage scales 
for tele. Since the show is still im 
its prelimimary planning stage, no 
station outlet has yet been set. 


‘Author’ Format Due For 
Revise With Pix, Scribes 
On Pan as Well as Books 


Televised version of “Author 
Meets the Critics” will umderge a 
| slight change of format Sunday (4) 
night, when producer Martin 
Stone for the first time will put a 
current firstrun film on the spot, 
imstead of using a new book as be- 
fore 





Film is Metro’s “Search,” cur- 
rent at the Victoria, N. Y. Be- 
cause the picture’s author is in’ 
Switzerland, Aline MacMahon, | 
who’s featured in the cast, will 
take over. N. Y. Sum film critic 
Eileen Creelman is to defend 
“Search,” but Stone to date has 
found no one to oppose it. He's 
hoping to get an official of the dis- 
placed persons bureau who will at- 
tack the film for its concession to 
boxoffice via a socalled “Holly- 
wood ending.” 

Substitution of a film for the 
usual book on trial is the first of 
several such ideas that Stone wants 
to incorporate into the show. He 
plans eventually to use the author 
of any creative idea, such as play- 
wrights, sculptors, painters, ete. 
He’s already lined up the Hartmans 
to discuss their current Broadway 
legiter, “Angel in the Wings,” with 
_writer-comic Hank Ladd also slated 
to appear. That show has been 
tentatively set for April 18. “Au- 





‘Sunday nights under General 
Foods’ sponsorship with John K. M. 
MeCaffery as permanent moder- 
ator. 


thor” is aired over the NBC web) Vaudeville Album.” 


+ Amertean Federation of Musi- 


cians’ okay on the use of live mu- 
sic for television may bring to a 
showdown the current disagree- 
ment among film and radio inter- 
ests over controlling the contract 
rights of performers. Because most 
of the film companies still prohibit 
their stars from appearing on 
video, broadcasters will not be 
able to duplicate on tele those radie 
shows starring an artist under 
contract to a film company. 

Entire question of performers’ 
eontracts, imeluding the setting of 
video rates by the Associated wsAct- 
ors and Artistes of America, is ex- 
pected to be brought to a head by 
ithe new AFM pact with broadeast- 
ers. All radio artists now work 
under the standard American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists contract, 
which applies only to ‘commercial 
broadcasting” and hence is not ap- 
plicable to video. Question of du- 
plication, consequently, has opened 
new problems for AFRA and, ac- 
cording to exee secretary George 
Heller, is now under consideration. 
Heller declared that AFRA would 
have to work out the problem but 
said the union would probably op- 
erate umder a separate setup for 
each medium for the present. 

Talent Rep Angle 

Contracts between radio per- 
formers and their talent reps or ad 
|agemeies are another matter. Ac- 
cording to Young & Rubicam at- 
torney David G. Miller, early pacts 
included tele rights with little or 
no increase im scale, since video 
was still only a future possibility at 
that time. With the advent of tele, 
however, ali such contracts now 
eall for extra money if an artist 
performs in both. Many radio stars, 
according to Miller, ruled tele out 
of their contracts entirely. since 
they didn’t want to risk losing out 
on a bid from a film company un- 

(Contimued on page 38) 


ABC Resumes TV 
After Year Lapse 


ABC television will resume pro- 
duction of video shows April 11 for 
the first time im more than a year. 
With WJZ-TV, its N. Y. outlet, still 
under construction and not exe 
pected to take the air before early 
summer, the web will do its pro- 
gramming in WFIL-TV, recently- 
signed affiliate in Philadelphia, 
and WMAL-TV, Washington. Rea- 
son for the early resumption of 
production is to get a line on po- 
tential spemsors for the budding 
network, as well as to give the 
N. Y. production crew a chance ta, 
keep its hand in. 

ABC will trailerize its new pro- 
gramming activities today (Wed- 
nesday) in a special show produced 
im cooperation with the Democratic 
' National Committee. Show, from 
5 to 6 p.m, will originate in four 
different cities, with Demo party 
bigwigs priming their political 
slate from WFIL-TV (Philadel- 
phia), WABD ‘DuMont, N. Y.), 
WMAR-TV (Baltimore) and 
WMAL-TV (Washington). Show is 
believed to mark the first time 
the Bell System’s coaxial cable has 
been used for a single program 
originating from four cities. - 

To make certain that it would 
have access to the N. Y.-Washing- 
ton coaxial cable for its new pro- 
gramming ‘setup, ABC called a 
meeting of all east coast tele opera- 
tors in its homeofifice board room 


«Continued on page 38) 








Joe Laurie’s Tele Package 


Joe Laurie, Jr., of ‘Can You Top 
This” amd Varrty columnist, is 
packaging a vaude-type revue for 
television presentation in the fall 
to be called “Joe Laurie, Jr.’s 
Layout will 
be built around the vaude names 
‘of former 

Laurie will emcee the show if 
present radio commitments permit, 
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from coast to coast America’s top Builders and Department Stores are tying in with MR. BLANDINGS 
DREAM HOUSE... look at the list of cities below, see if they are building in your city... it provides 
for the first time a three-way tie-up between Real Estate Builders ...Department Stores and Theatres 
..- Building and Real Estate Editors of many papers are going for it big... Many national advertisers 
are planning separate campaigns to tie-in, both national and local...a new hospital being built in 
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Les Angeles is planning to buy the BLANDINGS. DREAM HOUSE in Bel Air and raffle it off to raise 

money... the American Legion in Omaha is also using the house for a special promotion... the 
Heart Association in New York City is tying in...Keep in touch with the SRO office for daily de- 
velopments. if you want further details on what's going on in your city, write or wire at once to 
SRO, Beverly Hills, California. 
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FCC Burns at Brushoff From FMA 
On Hearings for Fax Broadcasting 


Washington, March 30. 

The Federal 
Commission is burned up because 
the FM Assn. and FM broadcasters 
generally failed to show at the 
agency's recent hearings to fix 
commercial standards for facsimile 
broadcasting. Big issue at the hear- 
ings, so far as the Commission was 
concerned, was whether fax would 
“make or break” the struggling 
FM industry. But the FM’ers 
weren't on hand to give their side 
of the story. 

As a result, FCC toppers said 
here last week commercial fax 
standards may be a long time a- 
coming. One of a dozen tough 
questions now being kicked around 
by Commission technicians is 
whether fax will stay put in the 
FM spectrum or be shifted to a 
spot outside the FM’ers territory. 

Here are some of the problems 
plaguing the FCC: 

1. A score of fax experts prom- 
ised it would provide a quick 
means of revenue to revenue-poor 
FM operators but most of them 
admitted it might cut drastically 
into the boxoffice of oral FM pro- 
gramming. For unless the govern- 
ment approves multiplexing — the 
simultaneous broadcast of fax and 
sound FM shows—whenever fax is 
sent, the FM sound track would 
have to go off the air. 

Some of the witnesses felt there 
were still some bugs to be worked 
out in multiplexing and recom- 


Communications | 


mended the fax-alone operation. 
Others plugged for multiplex but 
‘admitted it might degrade the 
| high-fidelity of the FM sound pro- 
'sram. Several FCC’ers made it 
clear this second-class FM pro- 
gramming would never get their 
| vote. Only suggestion was that FM 
operators could schedule “talk” 
| Shows not requiring high fidelity 
| during hours fax was being multi- 
| plexed on the sound channel. This 
| conflicting testimony of the experi- 
|menters has made FCC ultra-cau- 
| tious on the fax issue. 
Petrilio Angle Again? 

2. The Petrillo-network agree- 
ment permitting duplication of 
AM-FM shows has both FCC and 
the ardent fax enthusiasts worried. 
Bennett Larson of WCAU, Philly, 
pointed this up by declaring multi- 
plexing was his station’s “only 
salvation.” CBS is requiring 100% 
duplication of ali commercial web 
shows which means WCAU could 
not silence its oral FM transmitter 
to send fax when web commercial 
shows are being aired. WFIL, an- 
other fax experimenter, has a sim- 
ilar ukase from ABC which wants 
both web commercial and sustain- 
ing shows duplicated 100%. 

3. FCC men point out the po- 
| tential danger of fax to sound FM 
|on another count, Well over 40% 
of the FM licensees are newspaper 
| publishters who are losing dough on 
| their present FM schedules. They 
|might consider fax a better way 
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** Junior Jamboree” featur- 


ing Fran Harris—4:45 to 
5:15 daily—sponsored by RCA 
Victor and Ned's Auto Supply 
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... children’s radio programs were heard, but not 
seen. Today, in Detroit, they’re both SEEN and 
LISTENED-TO by a wide-eyed audience of 
thousands, in theirown homes, through WWJ-TV, 


Detroit's only television station. For 75 minutes 
daily, WWJ-TV caters to ‘kids’, whose enjoyment 
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of these programs has 


been expressed through 


thousands of letters received from children and 
their parents. Naturally WWJ-TV is proud to 
add this success to its long list of program accom- 


plishments during its 


wiby 


first year of operation. 


Associate AM Station WWJ 
Associate FM Station WWJ-FM 


“WV 


FIRST IN DETROIT... Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 
National Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 





Precarious FM’ers 
Washington, March 30. 


Precarious position of most 
FM operators is pointed up 
sharply by a check of FCC fig- 
ures on earnings and mortality 
of high-frequency outlets. 

By latest counts, not more 
than a half-dozen broadcasters 
are in the black on their FM 
operations and all of these for- 
tunates are indies getting by 
with peanut-whistle setups. 


According to government’ 
figures, over 150 requests for 
FM outlets have been with- 
drawn or dismissed since war- 
end. About 60 of this total 
represent grants or actual FM 
permits which have been 
turned back to FCC for one 
reason or another. More gloom 
is seen in the 58 bids to trans- 
fer FM stations or permits 
which have hit Washington in 
the past four months. 


Just how big a bite tele- 
vision is taking out of FM is 
also beginning to show up 
here. Approximately 30 of the 
outfits dropping out of the 
race in the past two months 
entered bids for video opera- 
tion within a week of the time 

they backed out of FM. 

— AT 








Nee 


lof getting revenue, it is pointed 


out, and use their FM channel for 


ming. Newspaper operators who 


| showed most enthusiasm for fax at 


the FCC hearings said they intend 


ito develop it to supplement but 


not to compete with their newspa- 
per operations. 


4. Temper of the FCC toward 
the FM spokesmen who boycotted 
the hearing is seen in a statement 
by assistant general counsel Harry 
M. Plotkin. FMA made a brief ap- 
pearance to present a resolution of 
its Board opposing assignment of 
FM slots for the exclusive use of 
fax. 


” 


Seattle’s KIRO Stirs” 
Northwest on Murder 





Seattle, March 30. 
Approximately 75% of those lis- 


weekly feature on KIRO here, are 
against murder mysteries and 
crime stories, with only 25% argu- 
ing that the shockers are good en- 
tertainment. : 

On the con side, comments range 
from: “Many youthful crimes cited 
in today’s press are duplicate pat- 
terns of crime dramas” to “For 
the love of Pete, can’t we have 
something on the radio besides 
crime, murder and that hideous 
music that goes with it?” The pro 
side is a little more realistic, with 
typical comments pointing out that 
those who are agaist the mys- 
teries don’t have to listen to them, 
and others saying that the mys- 
teries are a refreshing change 
from “the racket of some female 
squawking or someone giving his 
viewpoints on changing the world. 
We certainly need something to 
divert our minds from that.” 

In any case “Dear Kiro” is get- 
ting some pertinent comments 
from listeners on radio fare, and 
the CBS outlet is setting up some 
other controversial Subjects for the 
program, such as universal military 
training and daylight saving time, 


tions. 


‘Suspense’ Goes Off But 





Hollywood, March 30. 

Auto-Lite has bought “Suspense”’ 
from CBS as a replacement of the 
Dick Haymes show Thursday 
nights. The melodrama series, 
starring Robert Montgomery in a 
full-hour Saturday nights, leaves 
the air temporarily after the April 
10 broadcast, though Montgomery 
bowed off after last Saturday (27). 
The show will return next summer, 
when the current Haymes cycle 
ends, as a half-hour in the Thurs- 
day night spot. 


Whether Montgomery will be 


tain. As of the moment, he and 
the sponsor have been unable to 





fax in preference to oral program- | 


Stories; 757, Against 


teners writing in to “Dear Kiro,” 
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Inside Stuff—Radio “> 


CBS has followed up its recent series of ads on the theme of “where 
when, and how 99,000,000 people gather every week” with a brochure 
containing what it terms the facts to support statements made in those 
ads. The network cites copiously from the Neilsen Radio Index to 
bulwark its claim that it “delivers listeners to advertisers at lesg 
cost than any other network,” and in an appendix gently corrects NBC 
for saying that it, and not CBS, “is the most effective network.” CRS 
points oyt that NBC in calculating cost per 1,000 families overlooks the 
talent cost factor and in counting “Broadcast Measurement Bureay 
families” only it “ignores” actual families reached by “each program.” 


In citing from the NRI, CBS does a little skipping around as to cir- 
cumscribed periods. Whereas its cost per 1,000 families comparative 
breakdown is based on the October, 1946-April, 1947, span, as is its 
statement that the “Lux Radio Theatre” averages more listeners per 
broadcast than any other program in radio, CBS picks one NRI week 
(Oct. 5-11, 1947) as the basis for the “Top Program Leadership” section 
in the brochure. That section's highlight is the statement that “among 
the top network programs in radio today, CBS leads with four out of 
| the first five in the evening, and five out of the first five in the daytime 

in lowest cost per thousand families actually reached.” ; 


The nighttime programs cited, numkered from two on. are “Big 
Town,” “My Friend Irma,” “Inner Sanctum” and “Godfrey's Talent 
Scouts.” The daytimers are “Big Sister,” “Our Gal Sunday,” “Ma 
Perkins,” “Aunt Jenny” ‘and “Helen Trent.” 





. In. connection with the series of transcribed shows about venereal 
disease, which it’s producing for the U. S. Public Health Service, the 
Columbia Univ. radio department ran into an odd situation on union 
waivers. At the college’s request, AFRA and the Radio Writers Guild 
eased their regulations to permit unlimited repeat of all recordings, 
with payment (above-scale) for single performance. However, Petrillo 
ruled that the musicians were to work for nothing. At the college’s 
instance that other talent was being paid a single fee and that it de- 
sired not to have to ask musicians to work gratis, Petrillo agreed to 
| the single performance payment. As known in the trade, the AFM 
prez is a sensitive guy on the subject of germs and disease. 





Benton & Bowles ad agency has leased the former Majestic Records 
studios on 40th street, between Fifth and Sixth avenues, N.Y., including 
a spacious recording studio with control panels, etc., but has no plans 
for getting into the platter biz. It’s expected the studio will be parti- 
tioned into offices. 


Present agency offices in N.Y. at 444 Madison ave. are crowded, but 
what departments will be moved to 40th street won't be determined 
ay ~ prexy Clarence Goshorn returns from a vacation trip early 

pril. 





Most representative body of New York radio, FM and television execs 
ever organized has been set up by Seymour Siegel, director of WNYC, 
as an overall planning board for radio coverage of New York city’s 
Golden Anniversary. Serving on the panel are: James M. Gaines, 
WNBC; Nathan Straus, WMCA; Mrs. Dorothy Thackrey, WLIB; Theo- 
dore C. Streibert, WOR; Capt. William G. H. Finch, WGHF; Ira Hirseh- 
mann, WABF; Robert Coe, WPIX; Frank E. Mullen, WNBT; Lawrence 
W. Lowman, WCBS-TV; Lawrence Phillips, WABD; Miss Edith Dick, 
WWRL; Elliott M. Sanger, WQXR; Ralph N. Weil, WOV; Ralph Brent, 
WGYN; Ted Cott, WNEW; Charles Baltin, WHOM; Murray B. Grabhorn, 
WJZ; James D. Shouse, WINS; Herbert L. Pettey, WHN; Henry Green- 
field, WEVD; Arthur Hull Hayes, WCBS; William I. Moore, WBNX, and 
Lilian S. Blake, WNYC. First highlight of the anni observance they'll 


—_ — coverage of is the “New York at Work” parade slated 
une 12. 


POOR MAN’S BARGAIN IN| 
GIVEAWAYS ON MUTUAL 


Mutoal has come up with the 
poor man’s bargain tn giveaway 
stanzas, as well as proof positive of 
the height to which listeners’ give- 


away appetites have been whetted. 
Program is a two-man “sleeper” 
and the mail pull it showed on a 
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two-week, late-at-night test has 
MBS programmers agog. 

The show, called “Take a Num- 
ber,” is 30 minutes of pure give- 
away, with a dash of “answer man” 
technique for flavoring. Listeners 
are invited to send in questions, on 
any topic. Three hundred of the 
questions are pulled out of the bag 
and clipped to numbers, hung on 
a big board. Emcee Bob Shepard 
and a helper pick off numbers at 
random, read the attached ques- 
tions, and if Shepard can’t answer 
a question, the sender gets a car, 
washing machine or some other 
prize. 


Web put the stanza on the line 












New Orleans institutions WDSU has 
developed a high quality of integrity. 
WDSU devotes program time 
and exclusively to the St. Louis 
the Inrernational House, Moisant Intet- 
national Airport, Tulane University, 
Union Seatioa, the Municipal Audi 
Symphonies and Operas. 
WDSU's dominate Hoop 
i that hon- 
oring local institutions 
creates high listenct 


at: 





so the writers-in can have their 
say on these currently hot ques- 


Returns for Auto-Lite 


with the revived edition is uncer- | 


agree on money, the actor insist- | 
ing on his present fee of $2,500 as 
m.c. and an additional $2,000 when 
he also plays the lead. 









two Saturday nights at 10:30 and 
few major outlets took it (WOR, 
N.Y., played it back 12:30-1 a.m.) 
but both editions drew in excess of 
10,000 letters apiece. As a result, 
the show is being pencilled into the 
Friday at 8 spot which Burl Ives is 
exiting April 9 and is being pitched 
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up for sponsorship at $1,500 a NEW " apc 

va He ote WIDSU “= 
Stanza is packaged by Sam 5000 

Levine and Bob Monroe. 1200.5 Giatm @ CO. Repremastativen 

















AGENT WANTED 


Standard vaude act wants television and radio only. 
Panto-character comedian. Has own skits. Will ac- 
cept parts. 


| BOX 2104 
c/o Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New York 19 
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Network Seen 
Strong Need 


Indicating a big stride forward, 
a cross-sectional survey of educa- 
tional radio stations in the-.U. S. 


- peveals an average daily operating 


time of eight hours with presenta- 
tion of a wide variety of programs. 
Conducted for Indiana Univ.’s ra- 
dio department by George Wille- 
ford and H. J. Skornia, the survey 
covers 18 typical stations ranging 
efrom public school to university 
management. 

Interest in a national educational 
network was shown to be wide- 
spread, 14 out of the 18 stations 
voting affirmatively for its estab- 
lishment. Remaining stations 
either failed to express an opinion 
on the network proposition or 
thought it impractical at the pres- 
ent time. 

Annual maintenance 
for the school stations range from 
a high of $57,000 to a low of $3,320. 
In many cases, however, students 
and faculty members participate in 
station operations on the cuff with 
compensation in the form of time 
off. Station directors, where paid, 
receive high salaries by academic 
standards with the average salary 
reaching $5,580. 

In way of equipment, 11 of the 
stations have at least one news 
ticker in operation. Average num- 
ber of studios available to each sta- 
tion totals 3.2. Only three of the 
stations are currently equipped for 
television operations. 

Only half of the stations indi- 
cated that their schedules were 
coordinated with the school cur- 
riculums. Adult educational pro- 
gramming, however, is accented, 
with 10 stations offering numerous 
airers for teachers, parents, uni- 
versity students and _ veterans. 
Musie and talks approximately di- 
vide the programming field for 
most of the stations. 


Court Tosses Out 1396 
Swagger Suit Vs. ABC 
In Cancellation of Show 


A jury in the N. Y. district fed- 
eral court last week dismissed the 
$139,000 damage suit filed by Prod- 
ucts Distributing Corp. against the 
American Broadcasting Co. Ver- 
dict also awarded the network its 
counter claim of $1,259 from PDC 
for monies due for unpaid time on 
the Swagger program, sponsored 
by the plaintiff. 

Suit stemmed from the cancella- 
tion of the PDC program heard 
nightly over WJZ, N. Y. It was 
ABC’s contention that the program 
was instituted for the purpose of 
oe ge tunes published by the 

MI licensed firms controlled by 
Arthur Jarwood, one of PDC’s of- 
ficers. It was alleged that the pur- 
pose of the show was to play tunes 
published by Jarwood outfits for 
collecting $48 per plug after num- 
ber had been played 150 times on 
the air. Program was cancelled 
after a 13-week period on the basis 
that the program plugged tunes 
far in proportion to their popu- 
larity. 

Jarwood subsequently filed suit 
on the basis that cancellation of 
the program made it impossible for 
him to carry out his contracts with 
the manufacturers of Swagger and 
Carousel toiletries, ..arrangement 
of which called for the manufac- 
turers to reimburse Jarwood to the 
extent of $4 for every $1 expended 
in plugging the products. 

Val Olman’s band played the 
rote which was eancelled in Dec., 


M’CARTHY EXITS KWQ 
FOR FRISCO TV POST 


San Francisco, March 30. 

C. L. McCarthy, who for the past 
14 years has been president of 
KWQ, CBS local outlet, today an- 
nounced his resignation to become 
eneral manager of Television 

alifornia. McCarthy’s resignation 
will become effective April 1. 

The Brunton family has  pur- 
chased McCarthy’s interest in 
KWQ and according to Ralph R. 
Brunton, acting president, there 








budgets” 





will be no immediate replacement | 


for McCarthy. 

Television California has applied 
for a commercial television station 
in Frisco.on channel 11. 


NBC TO ‘DUPLICATE’ 


ON POLITICAL PICKUPS 


NBC coverage of the Demo- 
cratic and Republican political con- 
ventions in Philadelphia this sum- 
mer will be a closely integrated 
operation as far as the web’s AM 
and television setups are con- 
cerned, with simultaneous pickups 
for the two mediums being ar- 
ranged wherever possible. 

Meeting was held during the 
past week in which blueprints were 
drawn for close cooperation, such 
as pooling of information, etc., be- 
tween the news and video divisions 


of the network. William Brooks, | 


news veepee, and Carleton Smith, 
tele exec, will jointly oversee the 
coverage, giving the visual end of 
the operation equal footing with 
the aural. 

Total of at least 150 NBC per- 
sonnel is expected to be assigned 
to the two party conclaves. 





Buffalo—Jack Medoff, vet Buf- 
falo Evening News reporter, has 
started new weekly civic and po- 
litical commentary entitled, “Local 
Scene” over WBEN. 


RADIO 335 





Brotherhood Boxtops’ 


Proving that tolerance piugs 
pay off, Mutual’s “Superman” 
airer recently received a stag- 
gering load of mail in response 
to a contest built around the 
phrase: “All men are created 
equal.” Contest, which lasted 
only five days, pulled 941,673 
letters covering every state in 
the Union. 


Over 1,000 prizes’ were 
awarded, but the mail re- 
sponse was nonetheless spec- 
tacular in light of the fact that 
the giveaways had an average 
retail price of under $1. 











Russ Emery to Hires Show 


Russ Emery, currently on the 
cross-the-board Crawford Clothes 
|show on WNEW, N. Y., will suc- 
|ceed Phil Hanna on the Hires Sun- 
|day afternoon CBS show starting 
| April 25. He’ll be backed by the 
|Satisfiers, the vocal quartet that 
;worked the Chesterfield show. 
Marty Goodman made the Emery 
deal. 

Hires show~goes to a half-hour 
after the current 13-week cycle. 





Washington, March 30. 
False testimony about his finan- 


cial resources has landed another | 


‘broadcaster in hot water at the 
|Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. FCC last week ordered Ben B. 


| Sanders, owner of KICD, Spencer, 
\Ia., to turn back his license effec- 
itive April 15 or prepare to defend 
\it in a public hearing. 

| Sanders recently bought the sta- 
tion, FCC pointed out, and at the 
time went on record as having a 
net worth of $27,590. Commission 
later discovered that Sanders had 
gotten a personal loan of $19,000 
from radio preacher J. Harold 
Smith in order to meet the pur- 
chase price. 

Sanders might have gotten by 
with the deal except for some pok- 
ing around by FCC attorneys on a 
station bid Smith has on fire in 
| Knoxville, Tenn. The preacher’s 


KICD Buyer on FCC Hot Seat; Found 
In $19,000 Hock to Radio Preacher 


own financial 


arrangements 


brought out his loan to Sanders. 

The revocation order is the 
‘second to come from FCC within 
the month, on financial counts. 
Hearing was due to open last Fri- 
day (26) on an order yanking the 
license of KGAR, Garden City, 
Kan. There, principal stockholder 
Al Pyatt had sworn he had a 
$36,500 bank loan which was in fact 
|a personal loan. 


Don MecNeill’s ‘Pantry Party’ 
Chicago, March 30. 
Don McNeill Enterprises is out 
to peddle its first radio package, a 
15-minute tape-recorded strip with 
Bob Murphy as emcee. _ Titled 
“Pantry Party,” the show puts a 
twist on and participationers by 
|conducting them at parties in pri- 
ivate homes. 
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This is Ken Roberts, a terribly 

frequent caller at the Aces’, 
- anda radio announcer to 

boot (which mr. ace would 
like to do). 





att SRE 


These feet belong to a heel called Paul. 
Paul is mr. ace’s brother-in-law. 
He’s steadily unemployed, except for the 


job he does on mr. ace’s nerves. 
= . 


















ms } 
j= 
This is mr, ace, advertising man . : 


of sorrows—three of whom a 


are shown in this picture. 
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s)) And this is JANE, 


mr. ace’s devoted little wife, 
} who holds him in 
f, the hollow of her head. 
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They keep 
calling this 
show names 





Names like “‘the prize comedy package among the 
season’s entrants” (Variety)...‘a gladsome gift 
to network programming” (Billboard)... 

“CBS’ captivating number” (New Republic)... 
“Very, very, funny” (New York Herald Tribune) 
...and stuff like that. 


_ But even those names don’t do justice to our 


mr. ace and JANE. 


For how, after all, do you define the dimensions of 
big-time Radio laughter? How can you find a name for 
the gaiety of the audience—and of the sponsor, too 
~when Radio comedy is written and played by experts? 


One clue, of course, is that mr. ace and JANE are 
the same Goodman and Jane Ace of “Radio’s earliest 
and sharpest husband-and-wife program” (Time). 


Surely it’s a surprise to just about nobody that this 
latest CBS-built program—written, produced and 
directed by Goodman Ace—is a hit. For it has all 

the action, situations and lines which make for really 
big audience laughs. It is expert new Radio comedy 
with all the “if” removed. 


So to listeners all over America... 

and to the advertiser now looking for a better program... 
CBS can offer no better advice than more name-ealling 
(from the N. Y. Post): 


“This is bright, refreshing... Don’t miss it...” 


It’s on CBS, Saturday night at 7:00, EST. 


Columbia Broadcasting System 


sinisor "eae 


Yr M | 





ee eee 


LAE Oe eat Ah 
Se ee a 


3S cottex 


NM ep ES athe Rie a. pea LS 
Grats, 


“ ‘3 BASS oe wera Aaa Gate, fe aie 
ash RLa? hee Lac! IOC Me eee iek ~ebkok ea ieee Leanne, tate 













































VARIETY 








— 








‘Tonite on B’way’ 


Continued from page 30 





alone for the mutual interest of all 
concerned. No special fees or | 
standby crews are to be required, | 
and the two unions will swap jobs | 
where necessary. 


NIGHTTIME 


Cur. Prey. Cur. Points Cur. Prev. Cur. Points 
Ii had been reported that the | Rank Rank Program Rating Change Rank Rank Program Rating Change 
show would be switched from CBS 
to DuMont, since the DuMont tech- | 1 SF es” re 40.1 +3.2 I 4 Our Gal, Sunday ....12.0 —0.2 
nicians are all members of IA, | 2 3 Amos ’n’ Andy ..... 30.9 +1.2 2 15 My True Story ee +1.4 
whereas the CBS crew belongs to | 3 7 My Friend Irma ..... 30.9 +4.7 3 3 Arthur Godfrey eile s 11.9 —0.4 
the International Brotherhood of | 4 2 Fibber McGee ...... .30.3 —28 4 1 Backstage Wife ea oe 1135 —1.2 
Electrical Workers. DuMont sales | 5 6 Truth or Conseq..... .28.9 +-2.7 5 2 Right to Happiness .. .11:5 —0.9 
staff, in fact, had made a special 6 4. Beh Tiee..... 68. . 27.3 —1.7 6 NR Wendy Warren 11.4 -+ 1.0 
pitch for the show on that basis | 7 9 Godfrey Scouts ..... 26.7 +1.0 7 10 Big Sister vos eas 11.2 + 0.2 
but was turned down. Other two | 8 11 Fred Allen ... 26.6 +1.4 8 12 Ma ‘Perkins (CBS) 11.1 +0.2 
shows under the original contract 9 5 Charlie McCarthy 26.5 —0.9 9 5 Stella Dallas . 10.9 =——1.3 
haven't yet been set, with Gosch | 10 8 Fitch Bandwagon 25.9 —0.2 10 7 When Girl Marries 10.9 -—1.0 
attempting to line up a musical il 12. Life of Riley . 25.6 + 0.8 11 9 Rom. Helen Trent 10.6 - 0.4 
now that live musicians are per- 12 16 Big Town ee ee 25.5 +18 12 14 Road of Life ° 10.5 —0.2 
mitted to appear on video. 13 13. Duffy’s Tavern 25.4 +-0.6 13 Peet. PROMOTE es as ee 10.4 + 0.6 
Gosch has signed as assistant di- 14 14 Mr. District Attorney 25.1 +0.4 14 NR Aunt Jenny 10.2 | 0.3 
ector Roland Gillett, former Brit- || 15 10 Jack Benny 248 —06 15 6 Young Widder Brown 10.2 1.7 
Ish legit. film and BBC tele direc-|j 16 NR Screen Guild Players 23.7 +1.2 
tor. ; 17 18 Red Skelton 23.7 +0.2 
eh i} 18 NR Inner Sanctum . 22.8 +15 
F.C.&B. tele veepee Ralph B.|| 19 NR _ Blondie 1 a ee 
Austrian, meanwhile, is making 4 | 20 = Your ME Peeks 29 4 = 


special pitch to other agency 
clients for video to compensate for | 
loss of the Luckies’ account. Next | 
client to enter tele is expected to 
be Rheingold Beer. Several show | 








TOTAL AUDIENCE* 


Nielsen Radio lndex—Tep Naekt & Day Shows 


(Week Feb. 15-21) 


NR—Not ranked in top brackets on preceding report. 
* Includes only once a week shows, 15-60 Mins. 


TOTAL AUDIENCE 


(Copyright, 1948, A. C. Nielsen Co.) 


DAYTIME 








ideas have been made to the brew- 
ery recently and a final decision 
is expected this week. Austrian 
will head for Chicago immediately 
after the “Broadway” preem to 
huddle with execs of the agency’s 
four major Chi accounts, as a fol- | DyMont. 
lowup to an exploratory trip he | Pisher, for instance, were carbon 
took several months ago. | copies of their daytime stints, and 
since it is reasonable to assume 
' that the average TV fan tunes in 
Times Spreads Spots on everything available, the haz- 


t cas 
° ’ ards of repetition are obvious. . 
For Winny’s Secrets Bennett Cerf proved himself ex- 








Tele Followups 


Continued from page 0 = 








Jack Carter and Stan| 


| 
| 
| 
} 





N. Y. Times, which owns WQXR, | pert and well-poised over WNBT | 


Gotham indie, is buying a heavy | Sunday night, on “Author Meets 


| 


ible. Mary Alice Moore, Enid 
Markev, Anna Minot, Viola Dean 


and the others performed credit- | 


ably, with John Forsythe, as 
Keith, the only one miscast. 

Sobol handled his cameras well 
with an assist from technical di- 
rector Bill States. Bob Wade’s 
three sets were good. 





Not missing a bet for a remote 
special event program, NBC and 
DuMont Video personne! had to be 
on tap at the unusually early hour 
of 12 (noon) to cover the annual 


schedule of spots on four other | Critic,” more than holding his own |Easter Sunday parade on Fifth 
N. Y. stations as well as on its own | before a rather severe attack on | Avenue. Maybe they shudda stood 


outlet in a 10-day campaign in| his $500,000 production cost dic- 
mid-April to plug the paper’s pub- | tionary. Obviously seasoned in 
lication of Winston Churchill’s war | front of the mike or inconoscope, the 
memoirs. 
the first time the Times has gone | count of himself, second only to 
outside its own station to promote | the equally personable and poised 
an editorial feature. | John K. M. McCaffery. 

Spots, placed via St. Georges & | 
Keyes agency, will run on WOR, | 





Theatre Guild’s presentation of 


WNBC, WNEW and WHN in addi- | “Stage Door” over the NBC web 
tion to WQXR. 


Sunday (28) night was the best yet 
in an otherwise mediocre list of 
TG tele shows presented thus far. 
Script was capsuled into a 70- 
minute program from its original 
Broadway three-acter, which made 
it difficult to build characteriza- 
tions of any in the cast except the 
leads. Otherwise, “Door” packed 
more life and movement than any 
previous TG offering, indicating 
the legit outfit may show improve- 
ment in its next series of six tele 
shows. 


Cast, working under the super- 
vision of Guild producer Theresa 
Helburn and NBC director Eddie 
Sobol, was good. Louisa Horton 
gave a highly-appealing and con- 
vincing portrayal of Terry and was 
given good support by ex-film actor 
Harvey Shephens as her vis-a-vis. 
Role of Kay, played neatly by 
Mary Anderson, was insufficiently 
grounded to make her suicide cred- 


) a 
HIGHEST HOOPER* 


of all the local shows in 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Jerry 
Carter 


Singing star of “DATE WITH 
JERRY” on 50,000 watt 


WTOP -CBS 
































oe 


* Oct.-Dec. 1947, 8.3, with 29% 
share of audience at-7 PM Satur- 
days. Show now follows the New 
York Philharmonic ot 4:30 Sunday 
afternoon, 





It’s believed possibly | publisher-author gave a good ac- | 





in bed—but then again, the boys 
could use the practice. 

Both programs alternated be- 
tween interviews of passing clothes 


and down the street to catch the 
crowd as a whole. The interviews, 
with a few exceptions provided by 
Dennis James for DuMont, were 
the usual order of palaver and 
giggling, while the crowd shots 
were okay if you like to look at 
meandering crowds. 


While Ben Grauer for NBC 
played his street interviews 
straight, James, decked out in tails 
and topper, tried to give them a 
slight twist. In fact, he almost 
turned his portion of the program 
into a cireus. There weren’t many 
authentic swells around so James 
made the most of the hoi-polloi. 
The procession before his mike in- 
cluded a couple of bearded farmers 
from Connecticut, a French mod- 
iste with a ballyhoo-seeking retinue 
of models, the only canine bowler 
in the U. S. and several other oddi- 
ties. It looked less like Easter than 
a sideshow, 


And the hats? In the words of 
Kay Wister for DuMont and Mary 
Lou Hutchinson for NBC, they 
were simply exquisite, gorgeous, 
stunning, adorable and just plain 
beautiful. On the video screen, 
they looked like last year’s models. 


CBS TV Rates 


ummm, continued from page 30 


charged at the rate of $125 per 
hour. 


In addition, WCBS-TV has in- 
stituted a standard charge of $800 
for remote pickups on any show 
using standard equipment and 
crew. This charge is to be added 
to the time rate schedule, so that 
the complete cost of a one-hour re- 
mote show would be $1,500. Quota- 
tions on network shows, for either 
live studio or remete pickups, are 
to be made on request. 


Station has also broken down its 
time charges for the first time into 
including all other, is to be charged 
for at 60°) of the A rates. In addi- 
ition, the station will allow dis- 
‘counts based on the frequency of 
| Shows, ranging from 5°% for a 13- 
show contract to 15°) for 208 or 
more shows. 

Class A and Class B categories. 
Class A time includes the 6 to 11 
p.m. segments Mondays through 
Fridays and 12 noon to 11 p.m. Sat- 
urdays and Sundays. Class B time, 











Salt Lake City — Paul Coburn 








| 


has left the KALL announcing staff 
to take over as director of sports 
at KLO, Ogden, starting April 17. 


horses and panning the cameras up | 




















TV Showdown 


| 








| der the film producers’ nix of per-' gramming 


|mitting their stars to do video 
| Shows. 
With the new AFM pact now) 


opening tele to many radio artists, | 
| Miller expressed the opinion that 
| those performers under contract to 
lan agency or elient will be per-| 
| mitted to do video shows, so long 
|as they don’t work for a competing 
'client. Advertiser who bankrolls 
the star’s radio show, in fact, will 
probably have first refusal or op- 
tion on the star’s services for video. 
Miller also cited the possibility of | 
the radio networks already having | 
tied up the tele rights of certain | 
radio performers. 


Question of the establishment of | 
minimum wages and working con- | 
ditions by the 4A’s for video, mean- | 
while, is still pending. Tentative | 
rates, which have been under dis- | 
| cussion by the 4A’s tele committee, | 

make no provision for duptication | 
| of radio shows into tele, indicating 
| this factor too will now have to be 
| included. Heller, who’s also chair- | 
man of the committee, declared | 
that the scales would soon be ready | 
for submission to the nets for ne-| 
| gotiation. 














Alan Young Scrams Texaco 


Hollywood, March 30. 

Alan Young and Texaco parted | 
company last week on the eve of | 
the switchover of Gordon McRae | 
from CBS to ABC. Jimmy Saphier | 
agency requested more comedy | 
time for Young and when it was | 
refused asked for and received his | 


release, effective immediately. 


On the Tony Martin show Young 
was given two spots for a total of | 
10 minutes, which was considered | 
inadequate for his talents on the | 
new setup. Texaco wanted to main- | 
tain the ratio and devote most of | 
the program “to music, which | 
brought the demand for an im-| 
mediate and outright release. 
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ABC 


Continued from Page 31 


Monday (26) for the purposes of 
reallocating the cable schedule 
Still operating on a gratis experi. 
mental purpose, the cable has been 
split up for the last several months 
among CBS, DuMont and NBC 
pending FCC acceptance of the 
rates filed by the American Teie. 
phone & Telegraph Co. in Washing- 
ton this week. 

Under present AT&T plans, the 
webs have been meeting every 
three months to allocate co-ax time. 
Meet originally scheduled for 
March, at which time the allocation 
was to have been set for April, 
|May and June, was postponed be- 
cause of the impending rates. With 
ABC now ready to start program- 
|ming again, that web was forced to 
call the meet. In addition to reps 
from ABC, CBS, DuMont and NBC, 
other Stations represented included 
|WATV (Newark), WPIX (Daily 
| News, N. Y.), WOR (N. Y.), Yankee 
|Network, WFIL-TV, WMAR-TV 
‘and WMAR-TV (Baltimore). 
| ABC has reserved the 6-6:30 p.m. 
'slot Sunday nights on WFIL-TV 
jand. WMAL-TV for its program- 
| ming. It will also pick up the 8- 
'8:30 p.m. slot Thursdays and the 
| 9:30-10:30 segment Saturday nights 
on the same two stations. Shows 
‘will be programmed weekly, but 
|definite plans for the teeoff pro- 
Move 
|marks the return of ABC to its pro- 
operation last year, 
when it bought time on four differ- 
ent east coast stations. 

New production will be handled 
by either the staffs of the Washing- 
ton and Philly outlets, under the 
supervision of ABC national tele 
director Paul B. Mowrey, or by the 
WJZ-TV production staff. Latter 
includes Chuck Holden, Dick Gog- 
gin, Ralph Warren and Marshall 
Diskin, all recently added to the 
staff in various production capaci- 
ties. 








Topeka — Junior Chamber of 
Commerce has signed the “Ladies 
Be Seated” show for two perform- 
ances here April 9. The Tom 
Moore show on tour will do its 
regular broadcast originating over 
WREN at 2 pm. The troupe will 
put on a special show in the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium in the evening 
before a paid gate for the benefit 
of the Jaycees. 











LOVE HIM 
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WHO? MUTUAL'S 


CHARLIE 
SLOCUM 


ON WICC—600 KC 
Or WBAM-FM—New York 
and Mutual Broadcasting Syst. 
4:15 p.m., EST—Saturdays 








FeLe THIS... 


And when you need a Video Producer 
with Network Television and Motion 
Picture experience, drop a line to: 
Box 293, Variety 
154 West 46th Street, New York 19 
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OUR HEARTFELT . 


CONGRATULATIONS 


MR. RONALD COLMAN 


on winning the OSCAR for your magnificent performance in 


A De pias. hie - 








MR. RONALD COLMAN 





RADIO'S MOST BRILLIANT 
DRAMATIC PROGRAM 


104 
Host and Narrator on HALF-HOUR 
PROGRAMS 

4 NOW 
( ) l AVAILABLE 


_ TRANSCRIBED BY ZIV MEANS THE GREATEST IN RADIO SHOWS 
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handle Luckies, BBD&O will re- 
linquish its Brown & Williamson 
Kool cigaret account. 

That the $2,000,000 Pall Mall ac- 
count (represented on the air by 
the Wednesday night “Big~Story 
program on NBC), would be 
siphoned off to a separate agency 
in a splitting up of the account, 
was considered a foregone conclu- 
sion. That it went to S-S-C-B didn’t 


American 


Continued from page 23 gameamemanma 





come as a surprise to many in the 
trade. The Pall Mall biz had been 
with Ruthrauff & Ryan until 
shortly before the death two years 


| 
| 


ago of George Washington Hill, | F-C-B’s total national billings of | 
Sr., who turned it over to F-C-B. | 


Riggio’s Proxies 


There have been reports in 
some quarters that the Amert- 
can Tobacco account will re- 
vert back to Foote, Cone & 
Belding on the basis that 
George Washington Hill, Jf... 
who exited the tobacco com- 
pany 12 days ago as veepee in 
charge of advertising, can col- 
lect enough proxies among the 
stockholders to depose prexy 
Vincent Riggio. 
However, it’s known that 
Riggio, now the kingpin in the 
multi-million dollar operation, 
has approximately 85% of the 
proxies to wave before the 
directorate at the April 7 
meeting of the board, 
However, the Sullivan-Stauffer- 
Bayles combo had pulled out of 
R & R to set up the new S-S-C-B 
agency and these were the boys, it 
was figured, with the “in” on Pall 
Mall. 

N. W. Ayer, which has figured 
rominently in the speculation as 
o who will get Luckies, will take 
over all the video programming. 
Up to now, it had shared the 
LS/MFT tele account with F-C-B. 


BBD&O, along with the Thomp- 
son outfit, is one of the few agen- 
cies with bigtime radio depart- 
ments equipped to cope with the 
intricacies of the American To- 
bacco biz, 60% of which is chan- 
neled into radio. (During the 10 
years that Foote had been in con- 
trol of the account, five years as 
prez of F-C-B and the previous five 
= 























enday, , 10:30 P.M., E.S.T. 
-M—"On the Island With You” 
“THIS TIME FOR KEEPS” 
Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


edneaday REXALL DRUG CO. 
M 


iclusion that the office will be “cut | 


previous weekend in Chicago, if it 
meant retaining the account, but 
that the directorate gave him a 
vote of confidence and agreed, in- 
stead, to give up the account. 

Foote’s press conference last 
Thursday won the agency a good 
press and overall favorable com- 
ment both in and out of the trade 
on the basis that to wash up a 
$12,000,000 account for a principle 
is a far ery from the usual prac- 
tices applied to huckstering. It’s 
known that several feelers for new 
biz have already come in to the 
agency. 


Tobacco 





years with the old Lord & Thomas 
regime, it occasioned hectic pe- 
riods of turbulence that frequently 
distorted operations and resulted 
in a parade of radio veepees and 
directors.) 
50% of N. Y. Billings 

Loss of the account shaves off 
more than 50% of the approximate 
$20,000,000 in billings on the books 
of the New York office of F-C-B 
and it’s considered a foregone con- |{/ 
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Tobacco | 
20% of | 


The American 
represented about 


to size.” 
biz 











approximately $53,000,000, but it| “Carnival of Music” rates tops on 
now puts Fairfax Cone’s Chicago 
office, with lits approximate $38,- 
000,000 in billings, in a dominant 
position. The Toni billings, cred-| - ee oe 
ited to the Chicago offjce, although | click with them. Majority zal 
some of its programming originates | 2#V€ shown -pretty good savvy. 
out of New York, is now the agen- | ; . 

ia i | troversial topics such as Be-Bop 
cy’s top account. and Stan Kentih 

Thus the picture F-C-B now |* 2 : 
presents has been likened to a fat | sical personality is in town at the 
melon in the middie (Chicago), | time 
with two apples on either end (Don | viewpoint, usually backing up the | 


Belding’s L. A. operation and/ iq jurors but with a more techni- 
Foote’s N. Y. office, with about | cal approach. At the end of show 
$9,000,000 held by each). he picks best juror, who lugs home 
Since Foote will obvioysly make | an album of records and a bundle 
a determined bid to recoup at'least | of Suchard. 
part of the lost billings and re- Because of conflicting times of 
entrench himself in the radio pic-| airshow and stage show at RKO, 
ture, it’s expected that Douglas| where most of the judges appear, 
Coulter will stay put as head of |most shows have been transcribed. 
the New York radio operation. } Live show, however, drew over 500 
However, the exit of Steve Szufan, | to N. E. Mutual Hall at appehrance 
account exec on the American To-| of Jack Smith as judge. Others 
bacco biz, is believed imminent and | who have appeared are Stan Ken- 
speculation is rife as to the fate | ton, Art Mooney, Mal Hallet and 


ithe three kids air their opinions | 
| plenty ad lib. 


of the radio staff. | Joan Edwards. Elie. 
“Bunny” Coughlin, producer of 

“Hit Parade,” is expected to move | FYENING TIME 

to BBD&O at the insistence of| with Warren Breckley, Gordon 


Frank Sinatra. Hilliard Marx 
will continue as Benny’s producer 
in the new BBD&O setup, and Lee 
Strayhorn, who has been looking 
after the cigaret commercials and 
acting as liaison between the 
sponsor and the agency, would also 
leave F-C-B for the new affilia- 
tion. 


Seamon & Guest Choirs 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. 
CATHOLIC RADIO GUILD 
WOKO, Albany 

Program, stemming from one 
presented last summer via WSNY, 
Schenectady, marks a great im- 
provement over the “Family Ro- 
cary” broadcasts started five years 
agon on WABY, Albany, by Father 
Patrick Peyton, who has since be- 
come nationally known as founder 
of “The Family Theatre’’ on Mutu- 
al. Recitation of the Rosary is still 
the basic idea, but music, mu- 
sicians, script and production have 
been added to give the feature 
smoother cohesion, wider appeal 
and stronger listening pull. 

About 25 participate in the half- 
hour, choirs, soloists and some of 
the recitationists changing weekly. 
Warren Brockley, a talented Rens- 


‘General Disagreement’ 


“General disagreement” with the 
company’s executives over adver- 
tising policy was the way Foote 
put it to a press conference last 
Thursday when he announced the 
agency was “resigning” the ac- 
count. But it was an open secret 
that a conflict in personalities was 
involved. Ever since the death of 
Hill, Sr., it was regarded as inev- 
itable that eventually F-C-B would 
be out of the American Tobacco 
picture, awaiting only Vincent 











EE pe 
Ce a a Ann i ee A 
“JINGLES 


THAT DON’T 


JANGLE”’ 
LANNY AND GINGER GREY 


Radio Programs and Jingles 
1350 Madison Ave., N. ¥. 28 


44066. ATwater 90-1020 «346444 








selaer Polytechnic Institute student 
who writes and produces the pro- 
gram and is one of the leaders in 
the prayers, and Gordon Seaman, 
a musical director, are regu- 
Bouncing “Tide” plug immedi- 
ately after the signoff should be re- 
spotted. It reflects commercialism 
on the heels of deep spirituality. 


Riggio’s jockeying for the domi- 
nant position which he acquired 
when George Washington Hill, Jr., 
and Everard Meade were deposed. 
and Riggio and his son were solidly 
entrenched at the helm. 


Riggio’s feeling toward Foote is 
said to date back to the days when, 
as-veepee in charge of sales, Riggio 
felt he was getting the brush as 
Foote carried on his dealings with 
the senior Hill. Riggio apparently 
bided his time, eventually effecting 
the executive reshuffle within the 
tobacco company that gave him ab- 
solute control. 


Foote revealed to the press con- 
ference that he had volunteered to 


Jaco. 





NAB Code 
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on programs “specifically intended 
for that purpose” and clearly iden- 








resign from F-C-B at an agency | tified as such. 
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3. Old provisos on moppets’ and | 


board of directors meeting the 
crime programs have. been clari- 





_— 
| TELE-SCRIPTIONS, INC. 
FAIRMONT HOTEL 
$AN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 
presents 


“GIVOT FOR 
FIFTEEN 
MINUTES” 


\ HAPPY QUARTER-HOUR OF 
SONGS AND DIALECT 
STARRING 
THE INIMITABLE 


GEORGE 
GIVOT 


2 Fifteen-Minute Open End 
‘ranscriptions With a Top Notch 
Mail Pitch—Designed to Appeal! 
‘o Every Member of the Family 


A PERFECT SUMMER SHOW 


Write, wire, or phone for 
free audition dise 








fied in the new Code. New lan- | 
guage on racing shows advises that | 
regular and recurrent broadcasting 
in advance of sports events of info 
relating to “prevailing odds, the 
effect of which would be expected 
to encourage gambling, should not 
be permitted.” (Like FCC, NAB 
thought better of cracking down 
on ee of prices paid at the 
track. 


4. Only major change on “adver- 
tising standards” is elimination of 
| some 14 specific types of business 
| formerly listed as “not acceptable 
‘for radio.’"*> Only change in adver- 
| tising time limits allows two min- 
| utes and 50 seconds of plug in 25- 
_minute shows after 6 p.m. Earlier 
| limit was two minutes and 45 sec- | 
| onds., 


5. Language covering general | 
program standards and _ business 
precepts has been drastically pared 
and included in a one-page creed. | 
Creed expresses radio’s aims in | 
positive rather than negative lan- | 
guage and was drafted largely by | 
NAB* prexy Justin Miller, 

















_ Kansas City—John Crosier has 
joined KMBC-KFRM as local sales 











rep. 
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Centers 


tjtle roler Curley Bradley marking his 10th anni as a kilocycle cowboy 


....Procter and Gamble launched a $50,000 Treasure C 


hest . contest 


on its NBC soapers Monday (29)... .“Ladies Be Seated” seats them j 
Des Moines April 12-16, in-co-operation with the Retail Merchants 


Bureau 


.. Ed Cunningham, of WMAQ spot sales, is new prez of NBC's 


Chi Athletic Assn....Kit Carson, former WBKB producer, now livin 


in Oklahoma, is tele lecturing at the University of 
Grank, emcee of ‘“Let’s Have Fun,” planed to Los An 


Tulsa... .Han 
geles last week 


to be at the bedside of his sister, critically ill... . Norton Jonathan 


formerly with Joseph Hicks’ flack firm, has joined 


WJJD’s sales staff 


.... Bob Elson and Ernie Simon stage their “Old Gold Vari ” 
at the Melrose Park theatre’ April 1. ariety Show 


Merritt R. Schoenfeld, of Green Associates, and Sportscaster 
Wismer, huddling on future plans for “Leahy of Notre Dame” 
shifts from 4 to 4:30 spot on NBC April 17 


1LqQ., Jr.,” 


Harry 
.» DP, 
.. Peter Fox 


Brewing will bankroll a cross-the-board song series by Billy Leach 


starting April 5 on WBBM 


canvas. 


~ ..Mayor Kennelly is intrigued by 
| WHDH, Herald-Traveler indie, lets | perennial puzzler—how to hypo Chi radio? : 
veepee in charge of midwest operations, says “In practically 

Result is they pull | instance where records have been availabie for comparison, the te 
'no punches with the disk doesn’t | V'S!n8 of sports and theatrical events has led to increased attendance” 
Paul Gibson, Chi gabber of the Housewives’ Protective Le 

to Arizona for a three-week vacash. 
ively discussions pop up on con- tional Farm and Home Hour,” has put his impression of the show on 
Painting will be presented to the bankroller. 


vis i that 
Chic Showerman. NBC 
every 
le~ 


ague, off 
Herb Lateau, producer of “Na. 


Allis-Chalmers 


Poll of 856 visitors at “Welcome Traveler” show reveals one out of 


Grand Forks, N. D., April 1 


Final judge is whatever top mu-| five plans to buy a tele set during °48 


“R.F.D. America” airs from 


Newscaster Bob Hurleigh orating at th 
He gives the professional | Ladies’ Auxiliary meet of the V.F.W. P r 
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| Sad Saga 


Hos Continued from page 27 ——— 


CBS. The agency submitted a 
memo it had received from Wiley 
containing a scale-up of prices for 
a period of five years. CBS agreed 
that this memo was sufficient to in- 
dicate that Wiley. had intended to 
sign up his man for that term and 
it assured K&E that the agency 
would have an agreement protect- 
ing the Kellogg account for the 
full five years on any network it 
chose, but it would ‘have to include 
the following two clauses: (1) 
Drake could not be held liable for 
his material and (2) the person 
using the Drake pseudonym 
could be replaced providing the 
substitute is mutally satisfactory. 
K&E agreed to the stipulations 
and CBS expects to have the 
agreemient ready for joint signa- 
turing within the coming week. 

















Stations Balk 


Continued from page 25 





of the. consequences of ‘Truth or 
Consequences’,” beefed an indie 
programming exec, “but it certain- 
ly makes radio the fall guy. You 
don’t see the newspapers being 
asked and expected to carry the 
ball for these fund-raising contests 
—and yet you'll find the publishers 
represented on most of the boards 
of directors of the organizations 
making the appeals.” 


Despite abortive attempts in the 
past to establish a permanent op- 
erating body of N. Y. broadcasters 
to coordinate public service efforts, 
there’s a growing feeling among 
some of the indie execs as well as 
in flagship quarters that the only 
answer to the problem is a Greater 
New York radio committee to pre- 
sent a united broadcaster front to 
fund-raising time requests. 





_Boston—Paul A. Hurd, of Me- 
thuen, is new chief engineer for 
WHAV, Haverhill. Was with 
WDEV, Waterbury, Vt., prior to 
service with the Navy, returning to 
WDEV and then to WCCM, Law- 
rence, before goitig with WHAYV. 


Sa 
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? 
Runyon’s New Post 
Mefford R. Runyon, who re 
signed as executive v.p. of Colum- 
bia Record Corp. about three 
months ago, has joined the Ameri- 
can Cancer Society with the title 
of director of field organization. 
Runyon, a former CBS vp, 
wanted to get into public service 
when he came out of the Navy but 
he was swayed into taking the 
CRC post. 


— WOV-WLIB 


Continued from page 25 
been intimated that if Bess should 
lose out in his bid toetake over the 
station, he may negotiate a deal 
with Mrs. Thackrey for acquisition 
of WLIB. Latter station has been 
having a losing financial streak 
and Mrs. Thackrey, who also pub- 
lishes the 'N. Y. Post, has been 














=_/mentioned at various times as in- 


terested in disposing of the New 
York station. 
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MAMMOUTH GAG FILE 
of Radio Writer For Scale 


Fresh, secko material for radie or night club 
routines. Arranged A-Z. Typical listings: Ad 
libs, art, boners, commercials, fashion, income 
taxes, insults, teve, polities, etc. 


GFegen 4:7089 Bet. 9-12 acon 









































“I play this guy real deep—he’s a very 


heavy Wheaties eater!” 
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Radio Institutes 


== Continued from page 29 





on their respective phases of radio 
, Tyler announced. 

Awareness of a need for hypo’ng 

interest via showmanship tech- 


‘niques and controversial topics 


geems most keenly felt again this 
year, as it was last, by the City 


College of New York in mapping 
fts fourth annual radio and bus!- 
ness conference, scheduled April 
13-14. Here again, Cott will have 
a hand in whipping up the fare, 
including dramatization of indus- 
try problems, and he and CCNY’s 
conference plotters are seeing to 
it that tele, for the first time, gets 
equal footing with radio on the 
agenda. 
‘What Can We Expect?’ 


As enlivening elements, the 
roster of participants has been 
given such names as Fred Allen, 
Arthur Godfrey and Elissa Landi. 
Cott’s opening session panel. on 
“What Can We Expect From Radio, 
and Television?” will be peopled 
by Allen, Harold E. Fellows, man- 
ager of WEEI, Boston; Gerald O. 
Kaye, general sales manager of 
runo-N. Y.; Noran E. Kersta, NBC 
irector of tele operations; .Gordon 
Mills, manager of Kudner Agency’s 
Paul Mowrey, 
ABC’s tele director: Robert 
Schmid, Mutual veepee over sta- 
tion relations, and James D. 
Shouse, president of Crosley. 


Questions to be dramatized in 
skits starring Miss Landi include: 
Effect of new NAB code on radio 
commercials; how the competitive 
problems of AM vs. FM vs. tele- 
vision will be met; plans to stimu- 
late written, objective reactions 
from listeners; effect of the May- 
flower Decision on political broad- 
casts; emphasis and time devoted 
to programs other than sports 
events on tele. 

Godfrey will keynote the awards 
luncheon on the second day with a 
talk on “Public Service Possibili- 
ties of Commercial Radio.” Mutual 
veepee Abe Schechter will moder- 
ate a “working session” panel that 
afternoon on “The Business Future 
of Radio and Television.” Partici- 





. 





EVERY MORNING at 11:15, housewives 
(hundreds of thousands) stick close to 
home, leave the upstairs beds unmade, 
hover around the telephone hoping for a 
Call from WOR’s “TELLO-TEST”’. Those 
who do, win cash for answering a ques- 


tion correctly. 


That’s all there is to WOR’s “TELLO- 
TEST”. That’s all; just a formula so full 
of bite that it has piled up a 4.8 Hooper. 
Mighty good listening for a morning 

‘airer that you can buy for—pennies, 


Practically. 





pants will include Harry Bannister, 
manager of WWJ, Detroit; George 
C. Dibert, veepee of J. Walter 
Thompson agency; Bruce Dodge, 
radio production director. of the 
Biow agency; John S. Hayes, man- 
ager of WINX, Washington; Craig 
Lawrence, manager of WCOP, Bos- 
ton, and Noran Kersta. 


Other institutes and conferences | 


in the offing include those of the 
Univ. of Georgia, Athens, next 
Tuesday and Wednesday (6-7) and 
the Univ. of Wisconsin, Madison, 
in late summer. Summer institute 
sessions running over a period of 
weeks include Stanford Univ.’s, 
which NBC will co-sponsor for the 
sixth consecutive year. Directors 
will be Allen Miller, head of the 
Rocky Mountain Radio Council in 
Denver. 

Sample of the bypass being given 
many institutes by the webs is the 
recent one at the Univ. of Oklaho- 
ma, Norman, which drew a lone 
network exec who happened to be 
passing through. 

As of this week, it looked as 
though the Ohio meet will draw 
not more than one web veepee, and 
perhaps no prexies, Mutual’s Ed- 
gar Kobak, a standby of past years, 
being undecided whether he’ll go. 
ABC’s delegation of three or four 
will be headed by veepee Robert 
Saudek. Sterling Fisher, NBC’s 
new manager of public affairs and 
education, will head that web’s 
party of five, including Judith 
Waller and William Drips from the 
Central division and Clarence 
Moore from KOA, Denver. CBS 
will send four, led by Lyman Bry- 
son, counsellor of public affairs; 
Mutual will send Elsie Dick, direc- 
tor of educational and religious 
programs, and Dorothy Kemble, 
continuity chief. 

Among those who’ve made the 
rounds of annual radio institutes 
and parleys, there is still the feel- 
ing that what the industry needs is 
one really good, all-out shindig of 
this nature. Talk of it has been 


raised in National Assn. of Broad- 
casters huddles, but never got any- 
where. 
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Spot Filibusters 

It’s hard for Abe Schechter, 
Mutual news veepee, to be- 
lieve, but it looks like the web's 
“‘Newsreel,” which is built of 
wire-recorded news pickups, is 
teaching brevity to tradition- 
ally long-winded Congress- 
men. 

Lately the news show’s pro- 
ducers have been getting calls 
from various senators and 
representatives in Washington 
offering ‘“40-second comments” 
on various legislative issues. 


SCHOOL’ DEFINITE FOR 
(BS’ AGENDA IN ’49 











|public affairs, last week confirmed 
|to the network affiliates that 
| “School of the Air” will return Oct. 


4 at 5-5:30 p.m. for its 18th year. It | 


had been reported that the series 
might be dropped. Taylor sailed 
| Saturday (27) on a business trip to 
Europe. 

CBS had been undecided about 
continuing “School” next season, 
as the series is tough on ratings 
late in the afternoon and no fave 
with local affiliates, many of whom 
take it more or less under pressure 
to make character with the FCC. 


Upon Taylor’s return from 
Europe the decision as to program 
plans for next season will be made. 
“School” went under supervision of 
Werner Michel recently, after be- 
ing under Leon Levine for seven 
years. Michel is recommending a 
new educational format with day- 
to-day sequencing in place of the 
traditional breakdown into five dif- 
ferent series—geography one day, 
music another, etc. 


The network has recalled its 
earlier success with an educational 
series called “Wilderness Road,” 
and this may be the model in de- 
vising a new setup for 1948-49. The 
shows would be 
Michel and directed by various 
CBS staffers, as before. 





San Antenio— A new quarter- 
hour weekly program heard each 
Saturday over KABC is titled “Ra- 





dio Newsreel” and is being spon- 
sored by the Jordon Motor Co. 


ee a ne 


advertisers! 
this call is for YOU! 


‘YOUR COMMERCIAL. Neatest part of 
“Tello-Test” from where you stand, is the 
way Bruce Elliot and Dan McCullough 
make the commercial part of the conver- 
gation. The whole show (commercial 
included) is like a friendly phone con- 
versation between a couple of pals who 
grew up on the same block. 





All right, gentlemen, we’ve called 
YOU. Why don’t you give us a ring, 
NOW? About “TELLO-TEST’? Phone 


LOngacre 4-8000 and ask for Sales. 


heard by the most people 


where the most people are 


Davidson Taylor, CBS director of | 


produced by. 


Say Hearst Radio Changed Hands 
Three Times Without Notice to FCC 


- 
~~ 





Oldest Newscast on Coast 
A DST Casualty; Off May 1 


Hollywood, March 30. 
California daylight savings time 
! claimed its first casualty with the 
| ‘Richfield Reporter,’ oldest news- 
| cast on the Coast cancelling out on 
NBC because it loses its traditional 
10 p.m. time. DST moved it up an 
Company officials declared 
|a ‘tradition was broken” after 17 
years but didn’t indicate whether 
they would seek another network 
or withdraw. 





hour 


| NBC is helpless since previous 
‘nine o'clock airers have’ been 
moved up. Richfield goes off May 


2 Efforts of Hixson-O’Donnell 
| Agency and Frank Berend of NBC 
| proved unavailing. John V/ald has 
| been commentator for 11 years fol- 
lowing Sam Hayes into spot. 


Miller, Hopkins Grab Up 
Rights to Maris Yarn; 
Harts Signed to Script 


Hollywood, March 30. 


Colin Miller, of Enterprise Pro- 
ductions, and Robert Hopkins, son 
of the late Harry Hopkins, have 
signed James and Elizabeth Hart 
to script a radio series based on 
the experiences of Philadelphia 
lawyer Herbert L. Maris, who has 
obtained freedom for more than 
300 convicts from unjust prison 
terms. The Harts will spend the 
week of April 5 with Maris in 
Philly formating the initial 13 
broadcasts. 


Miller edged out Martin Gosch, 
who also was bidding, by planing 
to Philly to sign Maris after noting 
the radio possibilities in a story 
about the attorney in the January 
Readers’ Digest. Miller-Hopkins 
rights cover radio, films and tele- 

vision. 
































Washington, March 30. 
Charge that control of William 
'Randolph Hearst’s radio properties 
‘has changed hands three times 
since 1937 without prior FCC ap- 
| proval, climaxed the final day of 
‘hearing here Friday (26) on pitch 
‘of columnists Drew Pearson and 
|Bob Allen to take over the channel 
iheld by Hearst’s WBAL, Baltimore. 


| Counsel for Pearson and Allen, 
on another count, wrung from 
|Hearst’s general manager, Maj. E. 
M. Stoer, an admission that Marion 





[Davies held an interest in the 
{Hearst radio empire. Stoer ad- 
mitted Miss Davies, along. with 
Hé@arst’s five sons, owned a 15% 
_beneficial interest. Her participa- 


ition had never been disclosed in 
| reports to FCC. 

Cohn & Marks, counsel for Pear- 
son and Allen, claimed first illegal 
iswitch of control over the Hearst 
empire was made in 1937 when a 
trust fund was set up tp save 

Hearst from financial collapse. The 
|fund appointed fgrmer Judge Clar- 
jence J. Shearn of New York as 
ivoting trustee. 

| In 1944—after an unsuccessful 
leourt suit by Hearst—Shearn was 
| paid off and resigned as voting 
trustee. Transfer of the assets to 
i five Hearst.executives who became 
ithe new trustees “constituted a 
second illegal transfer of control” 
and addition of two new trustees 
and replacement of others since 
1945 “has resulted in a third trans- 
fer,” it was charged. 


Dempsey & Koplovitz, counsel 
for Hearst, declared the Commis- 
sion had full knowledge of these 
itransactions in periodic reports 
filed by the Hearst stations. Oppos- 
ing lawyers claimed, however, that 
the radio act required FCC ap- 
proval on all such deals, and de- 
manded a thorough investigation. 

Commissioner Rosel Hyde, who 
presided over the hearing, re- 
affirmed his refusal to call on pub- 
lisher Hearst for personal testi- 
mony on WBAL. 
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Maestro Slowed to Waltz 
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By Ben 


Buddy Clark—‘Spring in De- 
cember,” “Talking to Myself” (Co- 
lumbia). Because of its superior 
charm and lyrical quality “Spring” 
sounds like the side that will do 
the selling. Clark handles the 
Harold Rome composition with his 
best brand of suavity and tender- 
ness. The other ballad is also 
polished off with professional 
finesse, and the backing in either 
case, especially the strings on 
“Spring,” is extra special. 

Doris Day—“It’s the Sentimental 





Jacks: Jukes and Disks 


In Mo. Mayoralty Vote 

St. Louis, March 30. 
| Jimmy Downey, maestro of a lo- 
‘cal dance band, finished a lame 
‘third in a race for nomination for 


sound effects. Obviously geared ™ayor of Richmond Heights, a St. 
for the rural trade. ‘Louis County suburb. Downey, 

Jack Fina Orch—‘“Piano Por- father of 10 children, tossed his 
traits Boogie,” “Samba Caramba” | hat into the ring on a one-plank 
(M-G-M). The “Boogie” item rep-| platform; more playgrounds and 
resents perhaps the flashiest. and | recreational facilities for the kid; 
most stimulating piano perform-_| dies. 


ances that the conductor-pianist | j ; : P 
has turned out under this label. | Mice 0 * Oa te con tins se 
Witl i ' i idi | coi ; ; 

ith the string section riding the wrth’ 83 votes when the primary 
mounting tempo to a sock finale, | election returns were counted las 
The samba seb has a lot of spirit | week. Lee Dugan, administration- 
and Fina’s sparkling ivory tech-| backed vagal ig Peagge polled 
t with the 





Bodec 





melody, the boogie beat moves in 





Thing to Do,” “It’s a Quiet Time nique. A crack item for program- 2,675 votes, ot pleat 
in Crossbone County” (Columbia). | ming. Jack Oates, receiving 1,461. 

The ballad section«~is ably carried| Sarah Vaughn — “The One I ee 5 

off, with the style in spots sound-| Love,” “What a Diff'rence a -Day ; 

ing a little like Peggy Lee’s. “Sen- Made” (Musicraft). Two. bright Phil Harris Waxing 
timental’s” arrangement is also|samples of this stylist’s sensitive | 


—_— —— 


My Favorite Five 
By GEORGE CURTIS 
(WGAN, Portland, Me.) 
“Bogin the Beguine” (Artie’ 
Shaw). 

“Deep Purple” (Larry Clin- 
ton). e 
“Rhapsody 
Whiteman). ‘ 
“Body and Soul” (Herb Jef- 

fries). ! 
“Stompin’ at the Savoy” 
(Charlie Ventura Trio). 


in Blue” (Paul 








Kew 
heavily lacquered with guitar. The 


humor of “Crossbone” cuts through | 


the song recital with ample appeal, 
but the number just doesn’t seem 
to je!l with the Day manner and 

ersonality. The comedy impact 
ees from the joint efforts of the 
chorus, an unbilled male character 
and the sound-effects man. 


Frank Sinatra—‘“Ever Home- 
ward,” “I’ve Got a Crush on You” 
(Columbia). “Homeward,” which 
Sinatra does in ‘““The Miracle of the 
Bells,” may mean something in the 


of Polish origin and he, does a 
chorus in that language, but its 
chances of being a bellringer other- 
wise seem slim. Prgduction-wise, 
that side is not good. On the other 
hand, the standard from “Strike 
Up the Band” finds the vocalist 
pitching away with plenty of 
_ rhythmic zip. For a change, the 
instrumental fanfare behind him is 
kept down to a minimum with a 
fancy hand at the piano doing most 
of the support. 


Irving Fields and His Campus 














tain pass with the helo of those 
wild, eerie chords from Kenton’s 


Of ‘Cards’ Launches 
4-Star Beef to AFM 


phrasing. Each of the standards is 
fused with warmth and _ embel- 
— _— = melodic y data all 
1er Own. ere is any flaw about 
her manner, it’s her sandeone to} Hollywood, March 30. 

overfiourish the final note or two} Bill McCall, Four Star Records 
of a song, as happens here with | head, is plenty miffed over RCA- 
“Diff'rence.” Ted Dale delivers a! yj¢tor’s-Phil Harris’ waxing of “A 


smart background for “Love.” "| Deck of Cards.” McCall, who had 

Beale Street Boys—“Teach Me, | Ss “Cards” 
Teach Me, Baby,” “Why Does | the only version of Car s 
It Have to Rain on Sunday?” | (plattered by T. Rex Tyler) until 


(M-G-M). A standard vocal group 
with a standout bit of close har- 
in “Teach Me.” It’s their number. 
|ment of mood sketching. 

Mel Torme — “Do It Again,” 
Makin’ Whopee” (Musicraft). 
pair of oldies that are given a new | 


mony grooving on the comedy side | 


The backing rates as a select seg- | 


A | 


| Harris etched tune two weeks ago, 
| took his complaint to Phil Fischer, 
in charge of recording for AFM, 
Local 47, who bucked it directly 
ito James C. Petrillo. 


McCall stated that Local would 


~ Band 


LAWRENCE WELK ORCH (14) 
With Cathy O’Mara, Peter Nelson, 
Bob Cromer 
Hotel Roosevelt Grill, N. Y. 
With Guy Lombardo absent from 
the Roosevelt Grill, his traditional 
stronghold, Lawrence Welk has 
mounted the podium in the interim 
with a highly listenable and dance- 
able combo. Outfit comprises three 
violin, three rhythm, four reed and 
four brass plus Welk’s occasional 
accordion. 


Welk emphasizes the quieter 
motif, leaning toward standards 
sprinkled with frequent pop ballads 
and novelties. When caught last 
week outfit failed to program a 
single Latin tune despite the cur- 
rent popularity of rhumbas, sam- 
bas, etc., in the New York area. 
Group’s sweet style is pointed up 
by liberal use of muted brass as 
well as a neat employment of 
clarinets. 

Ably fronting his men, Welk 
also throws in a few accordion 
solos on his own, showing a nice 
mastery of the squeezebox. Vocal 
department is handled by a trio of 
warblers, one femme and two 
males. Former is blond Cathy 
O’Mara, who has a pretty face and 
a fair voice, while others are Peter 
Nelson and Bob Cromer. Both pipe 
their chores in acceptable fashion. 

Gilb. 


CHUCK FOSTER ORCH (14) 
With Milly Coury, Tommy Ryan 
Meuhlebach Hotel. K. C. 

Spring season is being wel- 
comed here with a new policy on 
bands, larger and more prominent 


*| bone), five reeds and th 


have ordered Harris, a member of 


Polish market, since the melody is | 


sheen by a vocalist who has the | musicians’ union, not to cut as it 
happy knack of treating each lyric | 


with a distinct phrasing. er | / 4 . 
words, it’s a pat Prethogarss |cording ban, Fischer’s office, how- 


technique and personality to the | °V& asserted that McCall was in- 
song, and not vice versa. His con- . , 
sistent meticulousness is the badge | ‘© 8° to the Federation for com- 
of a fine craftsman. | ment 


Detroit Elects Jack Ferentz, ments were used and the maestro 


Detroit, March 30. | has not tooted in some time. A 
Jack Ferentz has been unani- _vocal quartet was used in the ses- 
mously reelected president of the| sion. McCall, meanwhile, said 
Detroit Federation of Musicians. | that he would try to shame RCA 
Also unopposed for reelection into shelving the Harris version of 
were George Clancy, secretary-| “Cards” and, if unsuccessful in 
treasurer, and Edward Werner, | this, would bring suit against Vic- 
vice-president. tor, charging unfair competition. 


_ZARIETY 1f) Rest 








(@r the wax ban, 
him is questionable as no instru- 








ee eeeeeeeeeeeteeeaeeeene 


/is an infringement on Petrillo’s re-| 


crews being on the docket for the 
next couple of months. First to 
spark the change was Ted Weems 





| Although Harris did record af- | 
action against | 


Sellers on Coin-Machines Week of March 


} Dinah Shore 


early in March, and the Chuck 


| Foster orch held forth for a week. 
formed that problem would have | Biz was up somewhat in keeping 


with the increased outlay, but it 





— 


Reviews 


“jany of the general style of the 


band. The instrumentati 


on 
brass (three trumpets, co 


one trom. 
ree rhythm 
room. Fog. 
e band con- 
in his own 


could easily swamp the 
ter, however, fronts th 
‘tinually while getting 
ace reed work. 


In the two singers, Milly Co 
and Tommy Ryan, Foster has a 
couple of better young voices. Gal 
only recently joined the crew 
coming over from the Ray Robbing 
orch, and carries her share of the 
rhythm and novelty songs in cred- 
itable style. Ryan has been with 
the Foster band couple of seasons 
His baritoning on ballads and 
sweeter numbers is firstrate. Both 
are young singers and coming along 
nicely. Crew goes in for consider- 
able glee club work to round out 
the vocals, and Foster takes a turn 
| now and then on a novelty tune. 
| The Terrace Grill date for Foster 
was cut short to enable the band to 
make a March 27 opening at the 
Stevens, Chi, where orch is set for 
eight weeks. Quin. 


HENRY JEROME ORCH (11) 
With Dick Judge 
Green Room, Hotel Edison, N. Y, 
Booked for an eight-day stand 
in this street-floor spot for the 
transients, Henry Jerome’s new 
combo is said to be modeled after 
the band of the late Hal Kemp, 
However, on the basis of the style 
it demonstrated when caught last 
week, the crew appears to be aping 
Johnny Long's mode of playing. 
Every other number called for 
one of those mass vocals on the 
chorus which Long used years ago 
with his famed “Shanty in Old 
Shantytown.” A little of this old 
hat goes a long way. Jerome, who 
led a smaller group off and on at 
Child’s Paramount Grill, N. Y., for 
years, enlarged his outfit several 
months ago to venture a stab at 





was nothing startling. 
Music put out by Foster here 


leans heavily on the five reeds. 
This is Foster’s own section, and 
sax-clarinet work is featured most 
(of the way. There is also some 
| special work by the piano. Crew 
shows a wide variety in its catalog 
and a way of handling each that is 
compelling. Sidemen held down 


shows a stylized band, one which | 


some better dates under MCA’s 
| guidance. 


Comprising four reed, four brass 
and three rhythm, band impresses 
as just fair aggregation at the mo- 
ment which may develop into more 
promising timber once its cliched 
techniques are cast aside. Leader 
is inclined to favor the oldies, but 
to his credit he mixes up the rhum- 
bas and ballads plus an occasional 








the volume nicely, as required for 
this intimate room, without losing | 
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Trio_Far Into the Night” “La|¢ 1. NOW IS THE HOUR (9) (Leeds)............... patie i: | ine ‘Crmcby, bie at se oe eet 
Ola Marina” (Victor). This pian- |- 2. MANANA (8) (Barbo 9 ae. tee oe 
ist’s vigorous tonal pret sing the > ar ur-Lee) ove 8006 eeveees ee ee Peggy Lee ee ee a oe 
jackpot in “Night,” an adaptation 3. BE { Francis Craig........... Bullet 
from “The Pearl Fishers” ah the G YOUR PARDON (6) CGNs, . Ladbens os bare eeeeeees } Frankie Carle......... Columbia 
lero idiom. t’s an exciting Moenes i M- 
batch of melody and rhythm. The|$ * FOUR LEAF CLOVER (10) (Remick)............6...0665 | Upeowe Setiny aieak § jee 
“ — a quaracha, just tags 5. LITTLE WHITE LIES (3) (BVC)..... eeeas a ik cetec cetsecs Dick Haymes............ Decca 
il ae Art -Lund—“For Bvery Man|$ 6. SABRE DANCE (5) (Leeds) ...... akcatgee esol: « etuy, feckeor~ i ace eg ei — 
: There’s a Woman,” “Some UR MC SI cae lca ten BM ag Fly key Es tethers ME a los ts 9 a ae ve 00 COS 68S 
if ; Cares” pte Lund will likely 7. BUT BEAUTIFUL (3) (Morris) ..... eevereces ee ie Bing Crosby. ....... ...... Decca 
| ie find the competition on “Woman” a Jo Stafford.............Capitol 
hi 4 > a point = wig Agee and we 8. SERENADE OF THE BELLS (12) (Morris) ree a ee ne Schon RAO . . ccc ticss.: Victor 
: ubious whether treatment o ; 
a the other torch passage will cut |} 9% GOLDEN EARRINGS (14) (Paramount)..................... oe oe Pi secre 
i I ’ much more of a swath. However, , - . rackigpas U0. bas : 
si) in Johnny Thompson’s accompani- 10. BALLERINA (19) (Jefferson)... .... «ee J Vaughn Monroe.......... Victor 
‘a4; ment merits a special nod. | Jimmy Dorsey........... M-G-M 
4 it > 7 
é Freddy Martin Orch—‘Jungle o 
Rhumba,” “The New Look” (Vic- Coming Up 
r : a avi gd —s ~— ee eee” CNN os SULLA ES LU PRS Bee ee er. Vaughn Monroe.. Victor 
e rugged instrumental sweep o iPass tetra anne Bey Fe . 
a “Jungle,” a novelty that coula|}? HAUNTED HEART (Williamson) ......................55. isa ary Como... .. +000. +. Victor 
4 serve as a pinch of salt to the THOUGHTLES. CUO” DtQIOTG. . Peco b o03 Capitol 
average jock session. The smooth | - S (Feist) ecen st ee Te ee Cee reee eC oeees Buddy Kaye.............M-G-M 
i rg an sg soronge of the Martin BIG BRASS BAND FROM BRAZIL (Morris) see eeeoeneeetere ee Art Mooney +20 08 6 0 Oe M-G-M 
en is the lone asset of the other ‘ ‘is- 
= tact anaes ee paren 1 isa ge AD EL OS HRR ET Leb uRbe MAND te A te tease heen 
an Kenton—“The Peanut Ven- SAD Pre Pree pee rer i i 
1 dor,” “Thermopolae” (Capitol). | $: BECAUSE: (Chappell) cosveseeeess Frankie Laine.......... Mercury 
BY “Vendor.” a current standby in scence reser teneecccceecseeceeis ovvees PT CO c's o's oes Victor 
q i Kenton’s stage repertoire, has all| 4¢ THOUSAND ISLANDS SONG (Morris) ... § Louis Prima............. Victor 
d { the glamor and clamor of the Ken- OSE I ee a, “see* | Johnny Mercer... 2. vise Capitol 
% ton insignia of ultra-modern jazz, Freddy Mart i 
i : spi ced in ids tacteaiee with hetua, DICKEY BIRD SONG (Robbins) .................. eceeccesecers reeves Ghanian 2 shket en eves 
Fl HF cowbells and a liberal helping from BABY FACE (H ) YH oh Se aaa , 
iy Milt Bernhart’s expressive trom- D2) aU A ST 06) 0 0% 3% bed eR PENTA ob erkds he Pg Re). eT ea ees M-G-M 
f i bone. As for the reverse grooving, re > CUM. 5°5'5555s. Saabs dlp We'ed oabin 050d caae say ) Perry Como............ Victor 
; the Persians could have blown the ) Buddy Clark.......... Columbia 
Spartans right out of that moun-|$ BEST THINGS IN LIFE (Crawford) ..... {Jo Stafford ............ Capitol 











jamp number. Vocals are supplied 
by Dick Judge, a capable warbler. 
Gilb. 


On the Upbeat 


New York 


Sammy Kaye's orchestra will not 
play the Astor Roof this year; other 
commitments will prevent it. Kaye 
had sought the final third of the 
Roof’s season, but the Astor wanted 
him for the second and they hadn’t 
gotten together when other deals 
interfered . Abe Lyman in N. Y. 
for several weeksifrom Coast... 
BVC publishing “Guest In the 
Nest,” written by Cherry Balaban, 
daughter of A. J. Balaban, and Bob 
Russell (Count Basie recorded)... 
Chesapeake Beach Park, Md., go- 
ing in for name bands this season 
_. Shorty Sherock band returns to 
the Arcadia ballroom, April 8, for 
four weeks and follows with Desch- 
ler-Wallick hotel, Cincinnati, May 6. 
Leighton Noble orchestra now 
booked by Mus-Art; he’s at Mapes 
hotel, Reno... Bob Chester’s initial 
release by Bullet Records out this 
week with “Just One More Chance 
and “Melancholy” coupled .. 
Lionel Hampton plays Roanoke, 
Va., April 8; Norfolk, 9; Richmond, 
10; on first trip through south since 
1941 .. . Don Goins left Music Corp. 
of America to join Wayne Varnum 
agency...George Levy, of Leeds 
Music, to Florida for three weeks 
Milton Karle forced to side- 
track himself for several moaths 
on doctor’s orders; Virginia Wicks 
takes over plugging of Carlos Gas- 
tel talent temporarily... .Jack 
Schiffman moved from Republic 
Music staff to Words & Music. -- 
Manie Sachs out on road for week 
visiting distributors, dealers.-- 
Shep Fields held over at New 
Yorker hotel until May 4... Tex 
Williams’ “Artistry in Western 
Swing” Capitol disk a vocal dupli- 
cation of Stan Kenton’s “Artistry 
in Rhythm” Frank Sorrell’s or- 
chestra into Casa Marina hotel, 
Key West, Fla. 


Hollywood 
Earle Spencer and Mel Henke 
have been signed by General Art 
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ay jazzman to haul in Greek history 2 hy lig A ale a cos 
a | to make a point, although what|% TELL ME A STORY (Laurel) ................. panvetsermmbeeds FRO TORU - « » «50.09 » 26's Tee 
a a that point is his version of Ther-|} __ Sy inate ig aah a ee 
oe mopolae doesn’t make quite clear.| { RED WAGON (Leeds) ©... ........... sce cccceeee. y Andrews Sisters........ soanes 
2 & x ew ge ee ee ei we ee Columbia 
) i ornia,” “Goofus” (Capitol). An ALL DRESSE ; Buddy Clark l i 
Ke 3 odd combination this. On_ the Seetaeaecestt cag deere ke j ea Peggy Lee: me ot 
nf “Hills” side, it’s a balmy little |2 ST. LOUIS BLUES MARCH (W. C. Handy)........... ‘Tex Beneke Victor 
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(Continued on page 47) 
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SERVICING SNAGS HIT 


Jack Robbins Returned to ASCAP 
Director Board as Indie Publisher 





‘Jack Robbins has been restored? 


to the director board of the Amer- | Pitt 1-Niters Extended 


jean Society of Composers, Au- 


thors and Publishers, along with 
seven incumbent writers and pub- 


lishers who were up for reelection. 


Beyond April Deadline 


Pittsburgh, March 30. 
One-night concert biz, which has 
| been terrific here all season, will 


DloK RETAILER 
CITE HEADACHES 





Perhaps the major problem con- 
fronting, major and minor disk 
manufacturers today is the serv- 
icing of distributors with hit ree- 
'ords while they’re still hits. Since 
the hundreds of independent com- 


Robbins, who was replaced on the | continue this year well into spring. | P@nies began a year or two ago in 


poard by Abe Olman when he sold 
out his 26% interest in the Big 3 
to partner Metro over a year ago, 
was eligible for a spot on the 
board because he had gone back 
into publishing via his J. J. Rob- 
bins & Sons firm. 

That Robbins would be elected 
over Dave Dreyer and Sam Fox, 
named with Robbins to fill the 
shoes of Johnny O’Connor, was a 
foregone conclusion. Robbins had 
the weight of the major firms be- 
hind him due to his intense loyalty 
to ASCAP through the _ years. 
O'Connor himself had advised 
ASCAP weeks back that he did not 
wish to be considered a candidate 
for reelection, after more than 10 
years as a board member. 

Aside from Robbins election, the 
balloting went according to ex- 
pectations. Publishers Max Drey- 
fus, Donald Gray, Jack Mills, and 
writers, Gene Buck, Ray Hender- 
son, George W. Meyer and John 
Tasker Howard were all returned 
to their positions. 


Capitol Gross Up, 
But Net Is Down 


Capitol Records financial report 
for 1946, issued last week, spot- 
lighted a stor, similar to Decca 
Reeords’ statement of last week— 
a jump in gross businets and a 
drop in net earnings, due to in- 
creased expenses, expansion, etc. 





Gross for 1946 reached $14,510,200 | 


in round figures, a jump of $1,427,- 
400 over the previous year, but a 
letdown in net earnings from $741,- 
149 to $318,528. ’ 

A good portion of the year’s 
earnings, of course, are sunk into 
inventory, representing the vast 
amount of recording done by all 
companies to forestall for a fair 

“ the disk ban in effect since 
an. 1. 


Commachme-Radio, Held 
‘Threat’ to Wired Music, 
In New York Unveiling 


J. P. Seeburg will unveil a new 
combination coinmachine and ra- 
dio at a five-day showing at the 
Savoy-Plaza hotel, New York, be- 
ginning today (Wednesday), which 
some tradesmen feel represents a 
threat to wired-music services. 
New development, which will sell 
for $2,050 for commercial uses 
(there’s a heme counterpart for 
$1,500), will carry 100 records, 
either 10 or 12-inch, playing both 
sides of a disk. Automatic timers 
will start the machine going at a 
given hour, or cut it off and pick 
Up a pre-selected radio program. 

Where the threat to wired music 
Services comes in is that the ma- 
chine can feed its output to two 
other locations as well as its own 
site, via telephone hookups. For 
example, an industrial user can 
use one machine to feed three 

Idings reasonably close to one 
another. Seeburg has planned on 
this selling angle by establishing a 
rogram director who will supply 

uyers with paced programs of 
disks, which may or may not be 
interspersed with radio broadcasts. 

S is televising part of the Savoy 

monstration proceedings. 

Differenee between the Seeburg 

a and Muzak’s wired service is 
that the latter is a lease proposi- 
tion whereas the Seeburg idea 
Calls for outright purchase of the 
equipment, with the show-plan- 
ning an additional service, the 

isks, of course, to be supplied by 
the buyers themselves. 





Usually middle of April is the 
deadline but on basis of takes 
turned«in here already by’ Spike 
Jones, Stan Kenton and Illinois 
Jacquet-Ella Fitzgerald, Ralph Har- 
rison, local booker and promoter, 
is going to chance the possibie 
warm weather in May and play 
both Horace Heidt and Vaughn 
Monroe at 3,800-seat longhair capi- 
tal here, the Syria Mosque. 
Heidt’s gang comes in May 3 and 
Monroe 10 days later. Harrison’s 


A Day” show, which caused such 
a furore among 7,000 women that 
sponsors refunded price of admis- 
sion to everybody who asked for it. 


Vitacoustic Files 
1826 in Liabilities, 
204/46 in Assets 


Chicago, March 30. 

Vitacoustic Record Co. last week 
filed a listing of its liabilities and 
assets before Judge Walter LaBuy, 
in Chi federal district court. 

Company, which has been oper- 
ating since Feb. 16 under Chapter 
11; of the Chandler Act, owes in 
excess of $182,000, and assets total 
$204,500. The largest, and the only 
big creditor listed under Schedule 
A-1 (creditors to whom priority is 
secured by the act), is the U. S. 
Government, which is holding Vita 
responsible for almost $15,000 in 
excise taxes, $252.95 in social se- 
curity, and $2,585.69 in withhold- 
ing. 

Two other major creditors are 
Perfection Plastics Co., of Pasa- 
dena, Cal., firm’s Coast distrib, 
listed in the summary for $14,400, 
and Jerry Murad’s Harmonicats, 
whose recording of “Peg O’ My 
Heart” was original reason for or- 
ganizing the firm. Latter are on 
books for $14,600. In the case of 
Perfection, they hold _ securities 
totaling $3,300, and Long Island 
Plastics, eastern distrib, whose 
bill amounts to $8,500, holds $1,400 
worth of securities. 

United Broadcasting is listed for 
almost $14,000, Majestic Records, 
$621, and Universal Recording, 
$9,000, are the subjects of contro- 
versy. Vita disputes United bill to 
the extent of $2.000, and the other 
two in their entirety. 

According to the last inventory, 
taken Feb. 1, 1948, Vita has a total 
of 156,900 records, valued at $42,- 
269.68, on hand and at various dis- 
tributors. Inventory listed only 
Lloyd Garritt and Jack Buckley as 
officers and only holders of more 
than 25% of the firm’s stock. 


CZECH REDS TAKE OVER 











Washington, March 30. 


New Czech Communist govern- 
ment has just nationalized the 
phonograph and record industry, 
according to a broadcast from 
Prague, monitored here. 

The industry has been taken 
over by the Czechoslovak Ministry 
of Information, which figured “the 
production of records should not 
be separated from cultural aims, 
and that the close relation between 
the production of records and the 
radio must be observed.” 





Barnet Buys Cocktailery 
Hollywood, March 30. 
Orch leader Charlie Barnet has 
bought a cocktail lounge, Doll 
House, with Jimmy Brewster. 
Lounge will feature “behind the 
bar” entertainment. 
Barnet will not be part of show. 





last promotion was the “Queen for | 


| tional 
sometimes 


RECORDING INDUSTRY 


establishing what.the industry calls 
“overnight” clicks, the task of cut- 
ting. processing and_ shipping 
|}pressings has become a headache 
ito the originating company as 
| well as others seeking to hop on 
'the sales bandwagon of a hit with 
| versions of their own. 

This point is glaringly spotlight- 
ed in answers to a poll taken by 
| Variety among retail dealers in 
every section of the country. It’s 
|cited as the industry’s No. 1 cause 
for aspirin among retailers. So 
|rapidly has the business expanded 
|in the past few years and so sud- 
|denly do some of the click disks 
ithat, formerly, were confined to 
|definite regions break out into na- 
demand, that dealers are 
weeks behind the de- 
mand for a particular record. This 
causes a loss of a certain per- 
centage of potential sales which 
|are never recovered and is often 
ithe basis of sharp irritation be- 
tween dealer and distributor. 
| In many ways there isn’t much 
leorner-cutting possible in the 
imethod of getting finished press- 
|ings to the consumer. There’s still 
|the physical restrictions on the 
making, processing, pressing and 
|shipping of platters. And when 
ja company presses in various sec- 
| tions of. the country, there’s still 
ithe problem of ‘transporting 
| stampers, etc. 
| Decca this week is doing one of 
the fastest jobs ever in getting out 
la hit. It cut the Andrews Sisters 
|in Hollywood last Tuesday (23) on 
two hits (‘see separate story) and 
jwill have pressings availabie the 
lend of this week. That’s unusual 
| speed. 
| The bill of grievances, as re- 
ivealed by the poll, is long and 
j|manifold but the thing that seems 
| to irk the dealers most is that they 
jean’t keep up with the disk jock- 
'eys. While some of the dealers 
‘polled grant that the platter-spin- 
ner has done much to stimulate in- 
terest in records, the dominant 
contention of the complaining re- 
tailers is the fact that the jockeys 
get the releases so far ahead of 
ithose who sell them that they’re 
“played to death” before the re- 
tailer can cash in on ‘them, 

A goodly percentage of thie deal- 
ers who raised this issue in their 
‘answers seemed to be of the opin- 
ion that the trade as a whole would 
in due time get a bad kiekback 
ifrom the situation. One dealer re- 
|marked that it was about time that 
ithe promotion and production de- 





|partments of the manufacturing | 


‘companies got together and bal- 
anced their operations. 

Among the other dominant 
peeves and suggestions aired by 
the dealers were: 

1. The buying public is begin- 


regardless of the standing of the 
artist. 

2. Some of the “B” sides kill the 
‘sale of an “A” side. The public is 
turning choosey about the material 
‘on both sides of a platter, and-also 
'resents the duplication of the same 
‘tune in successive albums put to- 
gether by the same company. 

3. Far too many releases, and 
too closely together, with the re- 
‘sult that the dealer tends to over- 
| stock. 

4. Distributors in most cases 
don’t stock ahead but wait until 
the orders have come in from 
‘dealers contacting the 
‘turer. 
| 5. Distributors overloading the 
‘dealer, or including unordered rec- 
lords and albums along with regu- 
lar orders. Also flagrant substitu- 
tion. 

6. Long waits for replacements 
of broken or defective records in 
jalbums. 
| 7. Too many recordings of the 
| (Continued on page 48) 








ning to show signs of resisting the | 
one-price idea for all pop records, ; 


manufac- | 


Decca Cuts First Platters of Either 
Ban; Andrews Saber, Heartbreaker’ 





- Rate Recorders’ Support 


Following are the two serv- 
ice queries in Variety's poll of 
record dealers and the sum- 





mary of their answers in terms 
of percentages 

1. What record manufac- 
turer gives you the best adver- 
tising support? 





Victor 59% 
Columbia . 22% 
Decca . 9% 
"ee eas 7% 
OM Rs 0 bb ie Hawt 3% 
100° 
2. What reeord manufac- 


turer gives you the best sales 
promotional material? 


Victor 53% 
Columbia .. . 28% 
eee 9% 
Decca .. .. 6% 
Others . 4% 





100% 





Kapp Still Talks 
With Majestic Re 
Deal; Legal Moves 


Chicago, March 30. 

Jack Kapp, president of Decca 
Records, and Gene Tracey, head 
of Majestic, have reopened con- 
versations concerning the possible 
purchase of the latter diskery, or 
a portion of its assets. Kapp and 
Tracey originally discussed a deal 
several weeks back, but broke off 
talks when they couldn’t get to- 
gether on financial arrangements. 

Meanwhile, Majestic’s affairs 
moved closer to outright bank- 


ruptcy. Firm's attorneys last week 
petitioned federal referee in North- 
crn District court for a change from 
Chapter XI of the Chandler Act to 
Chapter X, which makes room for 
a bankruptcy petition, as against 
Chapter XI, which is a reorganiza- 
tion move. 


Majestic’s affairs in New York 
were being moved around, too. 
Company’s lease on its offices and 
studios has been taken over by 
Benton & Bowles ad agency, and 
the one or two people remaining to 
handle loose ends moved to space 
in the Reeves Studios. Lee Sabin, 
artists and repertoire, parted with 
the firm due to reluctance to listen 
to ideas of moving his now limited 
| activities to Elgin, Ill., home office 
site. 

Majestic has advised N. Y. music 
publishers, to whom it owes roy- 
alty coin, that a general meeting of 
creditors will be held next week. 


ELLINGTON (SANS BAND) 


GETTING 106 IN LONDON. 


Duke Ellington is going to Eng- 
land for a series of concerts, plus 
a date at the Palladium, London. 
| But he goes without his band since 
‘the British Musicians Union is 
,adamant against admitting U. S- 
| musical organizations. Spike Jones 
land Dizzy Gillespie were recently 
| denied admission after arrange- 
iments for dates had beea com- 
pleted. 


Ellington’s biggest bid is from 
ithe Palladium, which is handing 
him $10,000 a week for four weeks. 
| Prior to that, however, the pianist- 
|maestro-composer will play con- 
icerts in the provinees, starting June 
i7 for two weeks. He'll do the 
|single dates and the Palladium in 
lcofipany with two vocalists. Who 
‘the latter may be is not yet re- 
vealed. 

Ellington’s band undoubtedly 
| will lay off during its leader’s trip 























+ Decca Records actually became 


the first major disk manufacturer 
to put music on records since the 
record ban applied by the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians last 
Jan. 1. Decca cut the Andrews 
Sisters in California last week, us- 
ing a harmonica group as _ back- 
ground to arrangements of “Sabre 
Dance” and “Heartbreaker,” and it’s 
racing to get the pairing on the 


|market. It should be released this 
week. 

Decca once before used har- 
monica men on a record. It did 


“Helen Polka” thusly several weeks 
ago in New York, but later decided 
not to release the disk. Decca ex- 
plained at that time that the cut- 
ting was in the nature of a test that 
hadn’t turned out as well as ex- 
pected. 

Two tunes the Andrews gals did 
are published by Leeds Music, 
headed -by Lou Levy, manager of 
the trio and husband of Maxine 
Andrews, Tunes have been getting 
increasing attention during recent 
weeks,- which caused the recording. 
On “Sabre” the trio used the vocal 
recently concocted to fit the mel- 
ody. 

While other majors have made 
disks since Jan. 1, they were done a 
eapella—one by Columbia using 
Buddy Clark, the Charioteers and 
16 additional voices, and another 





by RCA-Victor using Phil Harris 
'and a vocal group. Victor cut this 
jtune in Hollywood two weeks ago, 
| and at the time it was made the 
company claimed Harris was simply 
putting a vocal to music recorded 
| before the first of the year. 

Victor, incidentally, is also se- 

(Continued on page 49) 


Mex Deadlock On 
Disk Prod. Ends 


Mexico City, March 23. 

Disk production with orchestras 
has resumed in Mexico after sus- 
pension for more than a year re- 
sulting from deadlocking of the re- 
cording companies and the tooters 
on terms. Producers are Columbia, 
Victor, Peerless and Amphion, 
whose investment is figured at 
more than $15,000,000: (Mex) (about 
$3,000,000 U. S.). Resumption also 
includes singers, 

Peace pact, signed by these ecom- 
panies and the Sole Syndicate of 














Musical Workers (SUTM), allows 
the tooters hourly pay of from 
$18 (Mex) ($3.60 U. S.) to $20 (Mex) 
($4 U. S.) plus 5% of wages as a 
fund for social benefits. 


Disker’s London, N. Y. 
Offices at Odds Over 
Dennis’ T.D. Contract 


London Records’ New York and 
British offices are not in aecord 
over whether Denny Dennis’ re- 











abroad. 


cently signed contract to sing 
with Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra 
will allow his recording with Dor- 
sey for RCA-Victor if and when 


the disk ban is lifted. Dennis is 
under a five-year contract to the 
British outfit for solo disks, and 
its N. Y. office emphatically denies 
that he will be allowed to cut with 
Dorsey. On the other hand, Dennis 
himself, who arrived in this coun- 
try last week to work with Dorsey 
asserts he has full permission of 
London’s top execs in Britain to 
cut with T.D. 

T.D’s agreement with the singer 
specifically states that he will re- 
cord with the band. This term was 
made known to Dennis and the 
London execs before the contract 
was signed through the William 
Morris agency, and there isn’t any 
question as to whether he has the 
permission of the London label. 





Elliot Lawrence’s orch. set to 
return to the Pennsylvania hetel’s 
Cafe Rouge May 24 for six weeks. 
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...to Richard Rodgers and Oscar Hammerstein II for their immortal 
words and music. For such songs as “The Surrey With The Fringe On 
Top,” “Oh, What A Beautiful Mornin’” and “People Will Say We're 
In Love.” 


...to the Theatre Guild for making the presentation of Oklahoma! an 
outstanding achievement of the American stage. 


... to Rouben Mamoulian for the skill and artistry displayed by his superb 
direction of the entire presentation. 


* ,..to Agnes DeMille for the ingenuity and enchantment of her brilliant 


choreography. 


... to everyone who has contributed his talents to the tremendous success 
of the show . . . for retaining its original freshness and vitality and making 
it typical of the real musical spirit of America! 


... for choosing Decca to record Oklahoma! with the original cast. It's 
thé largest selling show album in America. 


Decca pioneered in recording the musical shows America loves . . . 
shall continue to record them in the Decca way ... just as they're heard on 
the stage . .. with the hit tunes ... and every word clearly spoken, easily 
understood. ae 


We look forward to the tenth anniversary of wonderful Oklahoma! 


*Becea’’ Reg. U.8. Pat. Of. ©1948, Deces Records, inc.: 
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THE GREATEST 
OF ORIGINAL-CAST 
SHOW ALBUMS 


OVER 800,000 SOLD! 


(AND STILL SELLING AT THE RATE OF 100,000 SETS A YEAR!) 
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ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 








N.Y. Cops Follow New 
Crime Detecting Trail 
With Morris ‘Tenderly’ 


The Morris Music offices in New 
York was one of the stops last week 
in the search by the District At- 
torney’s office for clues to the 
motive for a street killing several 
weeks ago. Member of the D.A’s 
staff spent considerable time with 
the Morris staff endeavoring to 
find what portion of the lyric of the 
song, “Tenderly,” or what part of 
Randy Brooks’ Decca recording of 
it might, psychologically, have 
caused the homicide. 


It seems that one Santo Mon- | 


teleone was picked up by police for 
murdering a guy he never knew 
on N.Y.’s east side. 
the shooting but wouldn’t give a 
reason. Police checked his past and 
found he spent hours listening to 


He admitted | 





Brooks’ disking at a cafe disk box, | 
often playing it as much as 40) 
times a day. One night he walked | 


out of the spot to shoot a guy 
named Rosario Salvo. 

Cop spent hours with the Morris 
staff digging into the lyric and disk 
and finally took copies of both back 
to the D.A.’s office for more listen- 
ing in order to get a clue. 

Morris office is being jokingly 
cailed Murdef, Inc., as a result. 


| 
| 


| 


} 


Several weeks ago a cafe patron | 
shot to death a woman who played | 


a recording of “Civilization” too | 


many times in succession. He 
killed her as she put another nickel 
in the machine. Morris also pub- 
lishes “Civilization.” 





Bob: Miller, president of Music 
Contact Employees Union, already 
at work preparing for outfit’s an- 
nual gold tourney, which won't 
take place until late August. 





“SUNRISE SERENADE” 
successor 


DREAMY 
LULLABY 


OXFORD MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway 







































































































































































SOLD OVER 100,000 


And Still Going Strong 


VARIETY 

VARIETY s 

Survey of retail sheet music , : m4 8 5 

sales, based on reports obtained : 8 q me 2 

from leading stores in 11 cities, E e/sis a 3 
and showing comparative sales pingt ia le =} 8 = . 
rating for this and last week. | 2 Sicisi s&s] # {@ Elo 
3 £| 3 wjelO|ml ele|eie] » 
fm]. /s gig\é Pisisis| 2 

© | = 1s fi) 6 =|i2 
B/%)Ss/ sila siz) o ig] t 

~ ‘ = ei 7 : 

vauan Week Ending (6/5) 2/5) efi) 2/5 )2/2| 
ae 2)" /OlB( SiS ial sled oO 
natn Mar. 27 EPS( SIE le =) gig) 8) | 
|S} e1e8/Si@®@i si as liSis <j|N 
This Last é ‘eig! st 18/8 o!|.j/a|8|T 
wk. wk. Title Publisher yiOl alae! Sig ial &€laligia 8 
1 1 “Now Is the Hour” .. Leeds oo Bet 1 : 1 s 1 1 I 1 2 2 1 2 106 
2. 2 “Four Leaf Clover”.....Remick .... 1 2 2 3 2 2 2 1 1 2 1 102 
3A 3 “Beg Your Pardon”..... Robbins .... 7 3 3 5 3 6 10 3 3 3 4 Ti 
hE "ee Barbour-Lee 3 5 6 4 4 3 3... 4 4 3 #71 
4 7 “But Beautiful”.........Morris ..... S A an58 0 \4) 8 CF 6 8 6 @ 
5.5 “Serenade of the Bells”. Morris ..... 4 9 [= ewe... «6 Ss 
Ss ¢ See ...........: Jefferson 6 we oe Fer ee me 22 
Se ts arr Duchess .. . Thi Pa. ae Pee ee be 
8°12 “Pianissimo” ........... Santly-Joy .... .. 5 7 CRD 2 
9 8 “Golden Earrings”..... Paramount.. 8 .. .. .. 6 g ii 
10A “Dickey Bird Song”..... Robbins .... .. 6 .. 8 ihe 8 
10B “Best Things Are Free”. Crawford .... .. 4 10 8 
11A “Because” ........23.:.. Chappell ‘ 4 ae 7 
iiB 11 “The Stars Remember”..Harms ..... a 7 











Mooney Burns As String 
Band Fiddles ‘Baby Face’ 


Art Mooney raised a laugh in 
the music business around New 
York last week by burning against 
the Kranz label’s recording of 
“Baby Face” to the extent of con- 
sidering suing the company for 
copying his arrangement. 

Mooney and M-G-M Records, for 
which he records, in the past have 
made no bones about the fact that 
they took the Uptown String 
Band’s arrangement of “Four-Leaf 
Clover,” originally launched by 
Kranz, and duplicated it to make 
Mooney’s hit disk of the same tune. 
When .Mooney’s “Baby Face’ 
showed up and started to click, 
Kranz followed with its own ar- 
rangement, which Mooney felt 
Kranz and the String Band lifted. 


_— 
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: The 
ORIGINAL 
Recording 


By the FERKO STRING BAND 


HEARTBREAKER 


Backed by KELLY AND HARRIGAN 
A 2-Minute Novelty 


(PALDA 109) 


And Other Smash by the 
Ferko String Band . 


BABY FAGE Backed By 
Take Me Out to the Ball Game 


¥v 





PALDA RECORD CO. 


8406 Lyons Ave., Philadelphia 42, Pa. 
Saratoga 9-4137 


Best British Sheet Sellers 
(Week Ending March 25) 
London, March 25. 


Tree in Meadow..... Connelly 
Oe eo Few ass Wood 
Who’s Kissing........ Feldman 
Sweet Sixteen. ......Darewski 
| Serer oer ee Kassner 
Wintertime ....... Cinephonic 
Serenade of Bells..... Morris 
Civilization. ........ ..Morris 
Too Fat Polka..... F. D. & H. 
Old Postman ...... F. D. & H. 


Peg O’ My Heart. .Ascherberg 
Make Up Everything. .Maurice 


_* Second 12 
Blessom Wedding... .Connelly 
Golden Earrings..... Victoria 
I’m Happy Here ........Unit 
Coffee Song ........ Southern 
And Mimi ..........Connelly 
Little Old Mill.......... Dash 
Tell Me Story......... Dash 
re ere Ricordi 
South America ...... Feldman 
Nice Know You Care... . Unit 
Garden in Rain ..... Connelly 


Never “Loved Anyone... . Yale 


Guy Lombardo to Try 
Again at Boat Record 


Miami Beach, March 30. 


Bandleader Guy Lombardo was 
forced to abandon his attempt to 
crack the American speedboat rec- 
ord because of engine trouble last 
week. The previous day, the nau- 
tical maestro broke a seven-year 
old Gold Cup mark when he pilot- 
ed his supercharged Tempo VI at 
more than 113 miles-per-hour over 
a mile-course on Indian Creek. 

Lombardo declared he’ll be back 
in June for another try at the U.S. 
record held since 1932 by Gar 
Wood with a run clocked at 124.9 
mph. 


Robbins’ English Hit 


Jack Robbins’ recent switch to 
pop songs will include the publica- 
tion in this country of the English 
hit, “Shoemaker’s Serenade.” Rob- 
bins has completed a deal with the 
British Kassner firm to handle the 
tune here, 

Robbins only recently decided to 
turn his new publishing outfit, 
formed after he sold out his inter- 
est in the Big 3 to Metro, into pop 
channels. He had been confining 























— 








himself to edué¢ational and various 
other music phases. 





Hot Philly Election Battle, | 
Four Candidates Take Aim 


Philadelphia, March 30. 
A hot election battle for the 
presidency + Local 77, AFM, looms 
here with at least four avowed can- 
didates circulating petitions in ad- 
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How to Fall Into A 
Hit Record; Wayne’s 
Tale of Rondo Disk 


Circumstances of the recordi 
by Jerry Wayne of the vocal to Ken 
Griffin’s hit recording of “You 
Can’t Be True, Dear” are unique 

Griffiin, an organist, made the 
Rondo label disk some time ago 
originally aiming it as music te 
accompany iceskaters in Publie 
rinks. Tune began to elicit interest 
from the skaters under Griffin’s 
treatment and it eventually came 
to the attention of Dave Dreyer 
New-York music publisher. { 


| Dreyer, aware that the tune 
;could not be successful for him 
| without a vocal, had Wayne dub 
|a lyric onto the Griffin disk, and 
the words were, literally written 
while the singer waited to do the 
recording. Taken to a recording 
studio, Wayne was fitted with 
headphones into which was fed the 
organ solo, and he tried for some 
time to match words to music, 
Though the original cutting made 
/no provision for a vocal and there 
|was no break in the melody to 
| allow a voice to slip in, in addition 
| to which it was not in Wayne's key, 
the task was completed to every- 
|one’s satisfaction. 
| Recording has since created 
|quite a stir in midwestern cities, 
‘and N. Y. disk jocks, Ted Husing 
| for one, is beginning to find un- 
| usual response to it. 








Eberle’s New Yorker Date 


Ray Eberle’s orchestra gets its 
first crack at a major New York 
location when it follows Shep 
Fields’ orchestra at the New Yorker 
hotel’s Terrace Room. Eberle opens 
May 5. 














vance of the local’s nominating 
meeting on April 5. The scramble | 
may produce several slates of can- 
didates for ‘the huge local’s posts 
of president and secretary. 

In addition to-the four seeking | 
the top spot, observers said at least | 
two more aspirants may be named | 
at the nominating session. 

Known candidates now are Frank | 





P. Liuzzi, incumbent; Romeo Celli, | 
former president; Edward Spring-| 
man, executive board member, and | 
Charles McConnell, former musical | 
contractor at the Earle theatre | 
here. Guy A. Scola is the local | 
secretary. 


| PAW’’ 


‘SLAP 'ER 
DOWN AGIN, 


CHOICE MUSIC, INC. 
Garet Romero, Prof. Mgr. 
9108 Sunset Blvd. 1576 Broadway 
Hollywoed 46, Cal. New York, N. ¥. 
CRestview 1-5254 COlumbus 5-780 




















me RAVENS 


WATCH FOR RELEASE DATE 
9039 FOR YOU 
SEARCHING FOR LOVE 
NOW ON SALE 


9042 TOGETHER 
THERE IS NO YOU 


9040 FOOL THAT | AM 
* BE | BUMBLEBEE OR NOT 


9038 SUMMERTIME 
WRITE ME A LETTER 


9035 OL’ MAN RIVER 
WOULD YOU BELIEVE ME 
Charlie Ventura 


9043 SOOTHE ME 
ELEVEN SIXTY 


29036 BLUE CHAMPAGNE 
SYNTHESISE | 
Lilyann Carol 
and Charlie Ventura 


National HIT Parade 


WINNERS OF NATIONAL POLL 
PITTSBURGH COURIER ° 





oity ECKSTINE 


" NOW ON SALE 
9041 ALL OF ME 
SHE’S GOT BLUES FOR SALE 


9037 GLOOMY SUNDAY 
IN THE STILL OF THE NIGHT 


9030 TIME ON MY HANDS 
| LOVE THE LOVELINESS OF YOU 


9017 PRISONER OF LOVE 
ALL | SING IS BLUES 


9014 A COTTAGE FOR SALE 
1 LOVE THE RHYTHM IN A RIFF 





7015 PLEASE BE KIND 
HOW HIGH THE MOON 
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Bands at Hotel B.0.’s 


Covers 
Covers 
Hotel | On Date 
gnit Coleman*.... Waldorf (400; $2) .......... ab DATS 55:80 
Dick Jurgens......Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 68 1,575 7,425 
Shep Fields*...... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)..... 5 1,275 6,500 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50) ...... 72 825 64,450 
pawrence Welk.... Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50) ...... 2 1,550 3,150 
Moreno.... . Commodore (400; $1-$1.50) .... 1 900 900 


¢Don Richards-Robt. Lamouret at Waldorf; Ice Show at New Yorker. 





Chicago 
Chicago, March 30. 
Ennis (Empire Room, Palmer House; 550; $3.50 min.-$1 
eover). Holy Week took its toll; 2,000 second week. 

Herbie Fields (College Inn, Sherman; 650; $2-$3.50 min.). Kay Starr 
and Meade Lux Lewis opened Friday (26) after slow b.o. show with 
John Kirby did only 1,700 last week. 

Chuck Foster (Boulevard Room, Stevens; 650; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
New ice revue policy opened Saturday (27). Sock 1,200 for night. 

Ray Morton (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 300; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Lucienne Boyer’s debut offset slump of Jimmy Savo’s finale Thursday 
(25). Big 1,500. 

George Olsen (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach; .700; $1.50-$2.50 | 
min.). Gil Maison now heading revue. Okay 2,500. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Tommy Carlyn (Aragon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Warm weather brought in 
great 12,200. 
Del Courtney (Trianon; $1-$1.15 adm.). Fine 9,800. 
Marty Gould (Chez Paree; 500; $3.50 min.). Jack Cole Dancers, 
Jackie Green and Connie Haines swell 3,000 Easter week. 
Art Kassel (Blackhawk; 500; $2.50 min.). New show. Okay 1,800. 





-_ 











at Zantzen Beach, Portland, Ore., 
starting June 24... 


On the Upbeat 


———oe 








Chicago 
Leon Barry takes over the or- | 


ists Corp. . . . Pete Johnson re- ‘ : 
ganist post at the Trianon ball-| 
room . 


optioned at Brass Rail, Glendale, Louis Armstrong opens | 


for four weeks . . . Eddy Howard | at the Orchid Lounge, Springfield, | 
reponed at Aragon ballroom, Chi- | April 13... Fred Benson, Ray An- 
cago, for eight weeks, Sunday (28). | thony’s manager, in Chi for con- | 
Howard orch takes off on one-niter |fabs with GAC. Reported that | 
tour through midwest and into west |Frances Foster was added to An- | 
coast after Aragon stint . . . Dick | thony’s band, and that Danny Kern 
LaSalle orch starts stint at Fair-|replaced Ronnie Deauville . 


Continued from page 42 








ing April 20... Nat Brandwyn |at the Prom ballroom, St. Paul, 
outfit set for stand at Palace ho-|May 19, and makes his first Tria- 
tel, San Francisco, commencing |non appearance June 1 to July 25 ' 
April 8. . Slam Stewart takes over the 
Garwood Van orch opens at Mark |Blue Note April 12, co-starring 
Hopkins hotel for indef stay, start-|with the Esquire All-Stars. . 
ing April 20...Jimmy Zito band’s |Buddy Stewart, Kai Winding and 
option picked up for 12 weeks at|the Ray Rodney Sextet opened at 
Sherman’s nitery, San Diego... {the Mayfair Club, Kansas City, 








Disk Data 








London Gramaphone’s latest 
personnel and policy doings in- 
clude James P. Bray’s appointment 
as a v.p., Joseph F. Hards’ joining 
the organization to handle the full- 
range library service and the in- 
troduction of Scottish records un- 
der the Beltona label. 

Basil Cornell and James Parks, 
who have worked in the New Eng- 
land area as disk jockeys and song- 
pluggers, have joined with Roger 
Barrett, musical director of WFEA, 
Manchester, N. H., to handle the 
distributorship of Exclusive Rec- 
ords for New Hampshire, Maine 
and Vermont. 


Frank Dailey Will Fold 
Meadowbrook July 4 





Longines Copyright Suit vs. Pubs 


May Be Settled Out of Court 


Case instituted last year by Lon- 
gines-Wittmauer against various 
music publishers and Harry Fox, 
agent and trustee for pubs in 
mechanical royalty matters, may 
be settled out of court. There have 
been several conferences between 
the priticipals during the past few 
weeks, and the case may never go 
to trial although there are publish- 
ers who would like to see the point 
involved tested and settled once 
jand for all. 


Suit involves the 2c statutory 
royalty allowed by the copyright 


this case Longines is seeking to 





apply that royalty principal to 
\transcriptions, which were un- 
| known when the law was written 
jin 1909, hence are not specifically 


For Rest of Summer |coverec. For years, the music busi- 


Frank Dailey will close his Mea- 


| dowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., for 


the summer July 4. Competition of 
summer resorts and other summer 
activities are responsible for the 
decision. 

Until closing, however, Dailey 
has a string of top band names set, 
with the final period, from June 6 
to July 4, still in doubt. It was 


|originally to have been filled by 


Elliot Lawrence, but that band 
goes into the Pennsylvania hotel, 
N. Y., for six weeks opening May 
24. Dailey now has Frankie Carle, 
gets Louis Prima, April 6; Tony 
Pastor, April 27; Art Mooney, May 


|11, and Tex Beneke, May 27 to 


.| June 6. 
mount hotel, San Francisco, open- | Socewe Winslow set for two weeks \ 


Combination of | Carle and clear 
weather, plus the |passing of Lent, 
incidentally, has given the Meadow- 
brook the first decent b.o. it has 


jness has set its own rates for 


Goodman’s 7G Gross 


For 2 Coast Concerts 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Two weekend jazz sessions pro- 
moted by Gene Norman, with Ben- 
ny Goodman’s sextet toplining, 
grossed over $7,000, after taxes, at 
$3.60 top. Goodman got 50% take, 
paying off all talent. 


Friday, in Russ auditorium, San 
Diego, about $2,100 represented 
about an even break for Norman. 
On Saturday, Pasadena aud sellout 
hit nearly $5,000 for hefty profit. 








Satchmo for Carnegie 

Louis Armstrong’s small orches- 
tra will take part in the Carnegie 
Hall, New York, Pops Concerts, 
which run from May 1 to June 6. 
Armstrong will be shown May 3. 





Trumpeter’s group will be on a 
| concert series at that time. May 1 


law for popular recordings, but in | 














Frankie Carle outfit playing week |for three weeks. 





5 





had all wintet. Heavy storms which | he works at the Music Hall, De- | 


hit the N. Y. area since Xmas all | troit, doing an 8:30 p.m. and mid- 
but ruined the spot’s biz. Carle | night performance and a single 
played to 400-odd Saturday (27) | show there the following night (2). 
evening and 1,100 Sunday on mat- Following the Carnegie booking he 
inee (4:30 to 6:30 p.m. tea’ dance) | does Rochester, Minn., Minneapolis 
and evening performances. and St. Paul May 8-9-10. 


transcription royalties, usually 
calling for 25c per-disk-per-per- 
formance for the use of the aver- 
age tune, and 50c each for uses of 
more valuable standard copyrights, 
show tunes, etc. 

Last year, Longines prepared a 
series of transcriptions and for- 
warded to Fox a check for about $6 
|to cover the royalties on the basis 
lof 2c per use. Fox returned the 
check and demanded the usual 
lamount, whereupon Longines 
| launched an action in N. Y. federal 
court. . 


Ever since the suit was launched, 
certain music business executives 
j|have been endeavoring to deter- 
jmine who actually was behind the 
laction. It was theorized that nei- 
ither Longines execs themselves, 
nor their attorneys, were suffi- 
ciently versed in music business 
affiairs to pose such a situation. 
It was figured that some attorney 
now involved in music biz 

rompted the Longines action, and 
this angle was strengthened when 
the watchmaker’s attorneys’ papers 
were filed in preliminary moves in 
the suit. They were too well 
planned, it was opined, to have 
been laid out by attorneys not ex- 
pected to have a full knowledge of 
the vast intricacies of copyright 
problems. 


! 








Husing Doesn’t Claim 


To ‘Make’ Tunes as Jock 


Ted Husing is one of the few 
disk jockeys who doesn’t claim to 
“make” or “revive” any tunes. In 
fact, the WHN (N.Y.) platter-chat- 
terer gets “nary a rumble” about 
the artists or selections, since he 
does a different-type-show wherein 
the artists are grouped, such as a 
| quarter hour of Crosby, the “girl 
friends” (thrushes),- “boy friends” 
(maie singers), etc. 

Only exception has been the re- 
action to a Rondo disking of a 
German tune, “You Can’t Be True 
Dear,” by Ken Griffin (vocalized 
by Jerry Wayne.) 
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MILLER MUSIC 


1619 BROADWAY 
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Glen Isle Gets 


RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS |— 
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cast lax VARIETY A ARE 
s il disk best a > Lele 
; . ? 0 ta i $s ~ e 
Glen Island Casino, New Ro- setters, Wena "on reports ob- i) = | w 91 6 8 
chelle, N. Y., was handed some- tained from leading stores in gi = 1s; §|° - PB 1 
what of a setback last week by the 11 cities, and showing com- s| 3 mel. eisisibl se 
New Rochelle local of the Ameri- | parative sales rating for this 3 “TR leis z § £ ai 8 : 
can Federation of Musicians, and last week. Fs f| 2) 2/8) es] & ae ri 
which instituted scales and broad- 3 g ai 8 Q & , £ . 
cast rules similar to gpa a 5 3 5 m |e = a | < 
cised by New York Loca . o) 3] #1) S | wis | 
To begin with, the Westchester | National Week Ending iv = cc 2 : 3 a 4 | wn Pp 
county local slapped a $3 per man ati x | i S18) $1) Rio i 2| 0 
broadcast tax on all radio remotes ating Mar 27 s ol als é 3 : alg I 
emanating from the spot, which : | 8 z 3 a18\3 | N 
inevitably must restrict the num- This Last : s|3/¢& 8 5 3 * %/\s | , 
ber of remotes per week. For-| | wx. wk. Artist, Label, Title zi 0! als | Sia lid lz! 8 
merly, a band could be ge —— Soe ts as x = : — 
play ah unlimited amount. P (Capito 
rules demand that a spot owner 1 1 “Manana” ene A288. 2 ... 8 3:6 ww 64) @ 
pay the tax, but in the past the ART MOONEY (M-G-™) 
major percentage of such coin hae fs 2 “Four-Leal Clover”... °.......-..>: 46 oe ke. he 52 
ee ee ee GRACIF FIELDS (London) 
seit : 3 3 - “New Ie the Heer... icici sce. cans = 2 1 2 2 4 
After setting the broadcast tax, NG CROSBY (D 
the New Rochelle local jumped BI Decca . ae 5 i“ 
scales from $75 per man weekly to 4 5 Naw Ue tee eee oro "Chis Bae 
$103.50, a move that’s likely to FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
have a sharp effect on bands yet 5 6 “Shine” spiel 7 5 4 2% 
to be booked for the Casino's sea- FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
gl fe ie dle erecta Alga 6 15 “Sabre Dance Boogie”............-. i 1 2 23 
29. Like all other niteries an : 
band locations in the N. Y. area ae te a we 3 3 ss 
and elsewhere, Glen Island was eg sour Farcon .. ARBEEN EEE ‘ 
last year a “weekend operation,” FRANKIE CARLE (Columbia) 
i.e., it did minor biz midweek and 8 a. "Bem. Weer Perea. . «0.6 sss sec asone ac: uae 8 ) a ee ears 17 
holdout biz weekends. If that biz MACKLIN MARROW (M-G-M) 
factor is expected to hold, it — ee ll ee iia a a Be ee ats ig Ce 4 — 
in relation to the increased scales, } 
have a major effect on the talent | VAUGHN MONROE (Victor 7 “— - 
10 a ee ETE ee nee SA WEE ok yer Soa i ae he ath el toe 
ne rent eae | FREDDY MARTIN (Victor) 
Under such scales, the Casino, | pb - 
being run this year again by | ii: "3% Dickey Bird Song”................. 8 10 2 13 
Michael DeZutter, who last season KEN GRIFFEN (Rondo) 
sod his lease to maestro Shep 12A “You, Can's.6 Tame”. oiv55 5. eee os Sh eg 4 12 
Fie‘ds and then bought it back STAN KENTON (Capitol) 
again, will buy either a small band A rin 0: as sek at eee t 12 
and try to keep costs’ down, or go VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) : > 
into more expensive names than 12C “Matinee” 7 3 12 
be: aa woen lat he ran the place. | 4... ee 
If he goes iritto a large medium- BING CROSBY (Decca) ‘ ie 
name outfit his music costs would 13 16 pg EN acer © ge ee | RES Se 
be topheavy under the new scale. ROSETTA HOWARD (Columbia) 
14A 14 “Ebony Rhapsody”.................. .. ‘«- 1 10 
The No. 1 Folk Record woopy HERMAN (Columbia) 7 : cs 
# the Nati 14B 8 Gale. Deee? 5: Fe i ta 
polls ge Pson night LES PAUL (Capitol) 
T. TEXAS TYLER'S i eR os, ee ae oe ee a 9 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
“NECK OF SG: 20: < ReeeN .  o RET a Daw YOO’ > 10 7 7 y 
TEX BENEKE (Victor) 
99 15C .. “St. Leuis Blues March”........ Ae ees eee ee 5 8 j 9 
CARDS 1 ] 2 3 4 } 5 
Four Star Record 1228 FIVE TOP “GOOD NEWS” “MILLER’S “ARTISTRY IN “GOES TO TOWN” NELLIE LUTCHER 
Z MASTERPIECE” RHYTHM” 
AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. ALBUMS Orig. Cost Glenn Miller Stan Kenton Dorothy Shay Capitol 
Garet Ko , Prof. Mgr. : ; 
Sled fanoct Diva.” 1026 Mencéway M-G-M Vicor Capitol Columbia 
Holkywood 46, Cal. New York, N. Y. sath 
CRestview 1-5254 COlumbus 5-7580 
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In. Grateful Achusuledgment 


| —1945— : 
| : TILL THE END OF TIME 
WALKIN’ WITH MY HONEY 


: —1946— 
FULL MOON AND EMPTY ARMS 
DON’T BE A BABY, BABY 


—1947— 
V’'LL CLOSE MY EYES 
THE THINGS YOU LEFT IN MY HEART 


—1948— 
THE TREASURE OF SIERRA MADRE 
THOUGHTLESS 


(And the Start of The BUDDY KAYE QUINTET on M-G-M RECORDS ) 


TOTAL: 3,000,000 COPIES—6,000,000 RECORDS 
Lyrics by BUDDY KAYE 


THANKS TO: Santly-Joy, Republic, Barton, B-V-C, Peter Maurice, Lewis, 
Remick and Feist—and to my co-writers—Ted Mossman, Dick Manning, 
Howard Steiner, Billy Reid, Leighton-Taianni and Carl Lampi—M-G-M 
Records—and my wife. 
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Disk Snag. 
aaa, Continued from page 43 
same tune under the same label. 


Those concerned with the eco- | 


‘nomic side of the record business 
‘may find food for thought in the 
fact that 37% of the retailers re- 
}ported that business was worse 
| than it was a year ago, though 47% 
, pegged their business to be on the 


/up side. The summary to the poll’s 


query on the dealers’ business 
|status as compared to a year ago 
‘ran: about the same, 16%; a little 
better, 32%; much better, 15%; a 
little worse, 27%, and much worse, 
110%. 

| The phase of the poll dealing 
,with the proportion of sales on 
|various disk classifications is illu- 
|minating in especially one facet, 
and that is, the children’s field. 
The fact that this type of. record- 
ing averages $10 out of every $100 
eee in over the counter indicates 
| that the demand for kid fare has 
jundergone a huge advance in the 
|past year or two. Also that this 
end of the business has even 
|greater possibilities than the trade 
‘as a whole of late has begun to 
“suspect. An interesting sidelight 
|on this angle of the dealer returns 
|was that.the proportion of kid rec- 
‘ord sales did not differ according 
to sections of the country. In other 
‘words, the ratios were higher in 
|the larger cities, and suburbs, but 
ithe like relationship prevailed in 
ithe south and southwest as.much 
as it did in the north and north- 
| west. 

The results of the question to 
| dealers on the division of their 
| sales in terms of types of records 
| were as follows: 


, I ik iis to caed ae Ca eee 59% 
ES oc dvapvecseeeccss4 20% 
PRINS ve cc ccccnocenes¥ 10% 
[OURCTS oi severe Cvcreccccese 11% 








M-G-M Disks May 
Jump Tap to 75c 


Hollywood, March 

M-G-M Records is reee Reng 
boost the retail price of its product 
in the near future to 75c from the 
current 60c. for its pop material 
During recent weeks, since RCA. 
Victor decided to jump its pop 
prices from 60¢ to 75c. to bring 
it in line with Columbia, Decca 
and Capitol, M-G-M has been hold- 
ing back on increasing the tap for 
|its own product in the hope that 
- lower price would help retail 
|dealers solidify the label with 
customers and also provide a more 
attractive buy for coinmachine 
operators. 

However, in the past several 
weeks, top execs of M-G-M decided 
that a 60c retail price as against 
the 75c. asked by other companies 
meant nothing. M-G-M believes 
that if the public wants a particuy- 
lar hit disk it doesn’t matter 
whether the cost is 60c or 75c. As 
in the case of Victor, retail clerks 
weren't too concerned anyway 
with making price distinctions 
with*customers and were charging 
75ce. rather than the official 60c. 
Add to that a suspicion among 
sales execs that the disk-buying 
public is wary of paying less for a 
disk than the standard labels ask, 
in the thought that the product is 
cheaper. 











Jukes Slugged Out of Biz 


St. Louis, March 30. 
Jukeboxes in the Community 
Youth Center, Highwood, IIl., have 
been “slugged” ont of existence. 
Last week the coin-operated 
music boxes were withdrawn from 
the Center by two companies that 
owned them because more than 
90°% of the “take” was found to be 
metal slugs, 




















The No. 1 Plug 
Make It Yours 


WHO 
WERE YOU 
KISSING 


(When You Kissed Me 
Last Night) 


BOURNE, INC. 


799 Seventh Ave. 
New York 
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Great Modern Novelty—Recorded by 
Arthur Fiedler (Victor) 
Camarata (London) 


FIDDLE-FADDLE 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 

















1619 Broadway New York 19, N. Y- 
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Songs with Largest Radio Audience 





The top 32 songs of the week 


nce Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast Over 
etworks. Published by the Office of Research, Inc., Dr, 


adio 


John G. Peatman, Director. 


Survey Week of March 19-25, 1948 


All Dressed Up With a Broken Heart.......... ... Marks 
PMaby Face «1... cece ccceccccccssecccvcvcccccecs . -Remick 
Ballerina «1: eee cece ee tere ee eeecneed Meesevevens Jefferson 
et WOUE- BAEGOM 50 eee cei cect iteedaceees Robbins 


Brass Band From Brazil—*“Angel In the Wings’... Morris 


“But Beautiful—t“Road to Rio” .................. Morris 
Dickey-Bird Song—t‘3 Daring Daughters”......... Robbins 
i EE TL Lin 4000's sit-h4 ¥'s0)0 OS ERS CRG ORGS 6 ... Berlin 
Feathery Feelin’ ....... DetmeP Rife pes cot eshede oie Beverly 
Golden Earrings—t“Golden Earrings” ............ Paramount 
Haunted Heart—*“Inside USA” .................. Williamson 
I’m a Comin’ a Courtin’ Corabelle............... Dreyer 
I’m Looking Over a Four Leaf Clover............ Remick 
Ree LAMEOO EOE MOEOTO 2 oo ci  con cc sdccaccccce: Shapiro-B 
Aces 2.0160 0ns6he ¥0se we nas bre ene Advanced 
CMe EEE ss vcccoceeagedacvivectevrdiccse Mellin 
PN ,cloMee heheh 0ccccee tarh steer ees.eos 00.0 0.05 Barbour-L 
Now Is the Hour ...... EA Eee walk ia 8 ke Leeds 
Oooh Look-a There, Ain't She Pretty.............. Leeds 
Passing Fancy ...... ie vescsseteeeeevoesees BM 
Se ee ere Pee ees ee eee Santly-Joy 
Saturday Date .......... owes teseeerosenerorni Southert. 
Sat. Night Central Park—*‘*Make Mine Manhattan” T. B. Harms 
Serenade Of the Bells.............. ce eee cceeeees Melrose 
MC TT CEL sp sed ava ccenasesedessiinees Laurel 
etter srl oo eee ee ee aE EEE. Pe Duchess 
Thoughtless ..... ow beveeeer seers eee reeoerssees Feist 
Maalio Oolle Ooli€. 0... ccccccecccccenvsccvccees Cc. K. Harris 
Mrenasure Sierra MAGTe 2.0... ccc crc ccccceccccces . Remick 
OE SST Se orn ae eee Free eee ee ee Berlin 
You Turned the Tables On Me ......... saps leh ey ya Fox 
You Were Meant For Me—?‘“You Were Meant’... . Mills 





The reemaining 20 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted 
Audience Coverage Index Survey ef Popular Music Broadcast 
Published by’ the Office of Research, Inc., 


Over Radio Networks 
Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


A Fellow Needs a Girl—*“‘Allegro” ............+.. Williamson 
aes Oe SOON eM Eo > bab aude hee be Paramount 
Se, te EE ACS. sad’... Sag a ks 6 o'b.be © 0.08 05s Shapiro-B 
Cutest Little Red-Headed Doll ..............e006-. United 
CE OT” as ae. OBEYS PY Ce Oxford 
it I, > hg BL.) ga b's obo 8b ce 6) 0.0 6 a6 76 Mutual 
Hooray For Love—-*“Casbah” ..............e00e8, Melrose - 
CAO, 5. VéG wen pho decscsececee Maurice 
AS 8 by ue ht cess ceed ces Advanced 
I Wish I Knew the Name ...........ccccceecseee: Maurice 
Ell Dig eee EVO. VOU" . occ cick cc ccbcdccees Mood 

i MS SY, Se iame'n se ues tececee’ Triangle 
nn soak bas wae teceee’ os Miller 
Matinee eee Ants rise Baas foe 55-6 685 046 8 bs Morris 

My Gal Is Mine Once More ................ce00-. Crawford 
I eee ree na co Chappell 
Sabre Dance .... Se A LA oe PE eC Leeds 
gg OS EE ee ee Morris 
With a Hey and a Hi and a Ho Ho Ho.............. Pourne 
You've Changed ......... + AMIRI h .0 0 cilv.e bh ae 66 000 Se ee 





* Legit Musical. + Filmusical. 





based on the copyrighted Audi- 
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Louis Bernstein in Florida on 
third trip south of season. Back 
in‘ New York in another 10 days. 
cee) 


TELL ME 
‘A STORY 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 
1619 Broadway 









' 








A Great Two-Four Standard 





[FEEL | 
ASONG | 


COMING ON | 


Music by eee 
JIMMY McHUGH 














America’s New Instrumental Hit! 


FIDDLE-FADDL 
By Leroy Anderson 


" MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
19 Broudway ~ New Yerk 19, N. Y. 

















| 
| 


shipped here. 


| Meadow,” 


Skyhigh Disk Sales Of 
Philly Non-Union Bands 


Philadelphia, March 30. 

Skyrocketing sales of recordings 
made hy Philly Mummers non- 
union string bands, and the plug- 
ging of these platters by Philly ra- 
dio disk jockeys, has officials of the 
Philly local of the musicians’ union 
doing a burn. 


There’s nothing the union can do 
about this. Meanwhile, the Mum- 


mers bands are reaping a harvest 
with one band, The Ferko String 
agggregation, reportedly making as 
high as $13,000 in royalties on the 
record, “I’m Looking Over a Four 
Leaf Clover.” 





Decca Cuts 


Continued from page 43 





curing a version of “Heartbreaker,” 
which it did not record before Jan. 
1. It is going to England again for 
a master. Joe Loss made it for the 
HMV label (Victor’s English affili- 
ate), and the master is being 


Capitol Records is said to be 
planning recording with Jack 
Smith. In the event the singer does 
disk it’s probable he will do a- 
capella versions of new pops. 

M-G-M Records is also figuring 
on going overseas for a recording 
it wasn’t able to get in before Jan. 
1. It has sent to EMI, English 
recorder with which the company 
has a working agreement, for the 
latter’s master of “A Tree in the 
new Shapiro‘Bernstein 
song. 

M-G-M is not too clear on what 
English artist made the disk, but 


ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 





File Suit Vs. Barnet 


Hollywood, March 30. 
Casa Manana, Inc. (Stillman 
Pond, Joe Zucca and Harry School- 


er) suit against Charlie Barnet, 
Bob Dawes and Musicians Local 47 
has been filed in Los Angeles 
municipal court. 


Casa Manana, which operates 
the Mardi Gras ballroom, now 
playing non-union crews, is suing 
Barnet and Dawes for $75,000 and 
Local 47 for $75,000 because Bar- 
net was yanked without warning 
when he still had two weeks to go 
on contract. Barnet and Dawes 
had previously filed suit against 
Mardi Gras, alleging payment was 
withheld on salary check given 
Barnet and crew. 


No Col. Records Deal 
Yet for Pub Rights 


Columbia Records has not com- 
pleted any deal for the publishing 
rights to the tunes it has been 
gathering for several years in its 
own Columbia Music catalog. Rec- 
ord manufacturer has been talking 
deals with various publishers but 
has not yet settled on any prof- 
ferred arrangement. 

Meanwhile, Morris Music still 
holds a handful of melodies Co- 
lumbia turned over to it several 
weeks back. Among the items Mor- 


ris has is “Peculiar,” released by | 
,enough to block a final agreement, 


Columbia as recorded by Buddy 





; Clark. 





PUB, WRITER GROUP IN 
FINAL PACT ADJUSTING 


Attorneys for the Music Pub- 


‘lishers Protective Assn. and the 


Songwriters Protective Assn. will 
meet later this week in New York 
to make final adjustments on the 
clarification of the language that 
will go into the new SPA-MPPA 
contract, now some 16 months 
overdue. 


Though there are one or two 
points remaining to be settled by 
the two factions, neither of them 
at the moment deemed important 


ithe contract is being readied for 


There are close to 150 copy- |submission to the membership of 


rights within the Columbia catalog. 


both organizations. 














JOHN 


BOB MANNING ... 
GORDON MacRAE . 
THE FOUR TUNES .. 


Don’t miss 


the first popular request” 
exploitation in the history 
of the music industry! 


with these great records 


JIMMY DORSEY .. 
SID FISHER ...... 
HARRY JAMES .. 
SAMMY KAYE 


LAURENZ 


*When the radio ban on ASCAP music was in effect back in 1940, 
“I Understand” earned a great popularity even though restricted to 
music machines and recordings. Ever since that date, the popular 
demand has been so high that the publishers have been forced to exploit 
the song in this current promotion, 


. Vitacoustic 
. Columbia 
.. Mercury- 

. Capitol 


out on 


Victor 


. Click 


Manor 
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it wants to hear the recording. If 
it’s decided that it is sufficiently 
well made to be able to compete 
with U. S. artists, it’s likely M-G-M 
will press the EMI version in this 


country. 


Program 


This High-Rid 


ing Hit! 


, : HAPR 
Leo sete. ° 1619 Broadway N Yy 19 F 
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Heidt’s Boff Grosses for Loew's Has 
Others Mulling Return of Stageshows 


Fresh, potent 


attractions are{stature via terrific publicity with 


capable of opening more circuit |his radio show. 


houses to stageshows than cur-| 
rently on the books. Point was) 


They Can Dream, Can’t They? 
The bookers say that it would be 


illustrated recently with the Loew | unwise to gamble with most pack- 
circuit’s offer to Horace Heidt of |ages making the rounds, as one un- 
eight full weeks throughout the | wise choice would probably negate 
country. That’s more vaude than further receptivity for stageshows. 


the chain has had in many years. | 


The Heidt crew, which recently 
played the Capitol theatre, N.Y., 
has taken two other Loew dates, 
one of which was Loew’s theatre, 
Richmond, and has accepted a May 
date at the Midland,. Kansas City. 
In the Richmond date last week 
Heidt pulled $20,000, considered a 
healthy figure for the house. Vari- 
ous zone managers have been in- 
quiring on the possibilities of get- 
ting Heidt for dates in their areas. 
Heidt, however, was forced to turn 
them down since his radio commit- 
ments make it necessary for him | 
to be back on the Coast for the | 
Phillip Morris talent finals. 

With more bands of that calibre | 
and a sufficient number of new | 
names, the bookers say that they} 
could opensany number of houses 


Virtually every circuit has a 
large number of houses that would 
take a fling into stageshows, when 
there’s an even chance of hitting 
a top gross. The talent buyers, 
however, cannct find that kind of 
talent. 


Canada Exhib Date May 
Cartail 0.&J. London Run 


Olson &. Johnson’s run at 
Prince’s theatre, London, in 
“Helizapoppin’”’ will be cut short 


because of team’s booking at the 
Canadian National Exhibition in 
August. 

Comics went over originally to 
play a date at the Casino theatre, 
London, and subsequently decided 
to expand revue to legit propor- 
tions. 


Talent Shaves Salaries 
‘So Show Can Go On At 
Carnegie Hall, N.Y., Concert 


Performers came to the resciie 








Accent on the internal affairs of 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists has transferred from the 
legal snarls resulting from the 
firing of Matt Shelvey, the union’s 
former national administrator, to 
the election of delegates. Voting 
for delegates to the union’s first 





constitutional convention, to be 
held at the Astor hotel, N. Y., 
May 7, is now the major issue 
among the membership. 

| As a result, two major slates | 
jhave been formed in N. Y., with 
{alliances in other cities being 
| sought. One faction has been | 


In addition to the Loew chain, | of the Saturday afternoon (27) con- | formed by Arthur Ward, onetime 
the RKO and Paramount houses | cert at Carnegie Hall, N.Y., by | executive secretary of the AGVA 


are faced with the same situation. | waiving one-third of their salary to' San Francisco local. 


This slate 


However, latter two circuits, fre- | permit the show to go.on. Gross | consists of Ward, Henry Dunn, Hal 


quently take chances with spot 


| bookings throughout the country, 
iwith 


varied results. However, 


i\was so dismal that Victor Rocco, 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
representative, demanded that pro- 





| Sherman, Jimmy Hollywood, Char- 
ilene Harris, George Rowland, 
Jerry Baker, Marty Barrett, Rus- 


they’d all jump at a surefire gross-| noter Barney Weinstein put. up| sell Swann, Joe Smith, Margie 


er, even though there haven’t been 
live shows in some situations for 


| years. 





RKO, Cincy, Sets Bands 
Cincinnati, March 30. 


Name bands dominate 


to vaude. Lack of such attractions| schedule of stageshows for the 


makes it improbable. Bookers de-| 


RKO Albee theatre, which is book- 


clare nearly everything left with|ing on a spot basis, during April 
b.o. pull has repeated circuits so | and May. 


frequently that their b.o. draught | 


Art Mooney’s orch is due the 


has been drained. But Heidt, is| week of April 15, to be followed 
making his first theatre tour in| by Frankie Carle’s combo. Comes 


several years and has 


JUDY MAGEE 


Panto-Mimicry 








Currently . 


Blackamoor Room 


MIAMI BEACH 











gained ‘a vaude interruption the week of 


April 29 with the Mills Bros. top- 
ping. Horace Heidt and his crew 
appear the week of May 6, and 
Vaughn Monroe’s orch May 27. 


K.C. NITERY PADLOCKED 


Kansas City, March 30. 
The Pilot Club, a showboat an- 
chored in the Missouri river on the 
Kansas side here, was padlocked 
last week by John J. Theroff, Wy- 
andotte County (Kans.) sheriff 





|when the spot was declared a 


nuisance. 


Harvey J. Emerson, county 


| judge, issued the order ending the 


10-year career of the nitery, on 
complaint of Harold H. Harding, 
county attorney. 
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BAGK AGAIR! 


LANDRE and VERNA 








DANCE SENSATIONS 


COTTILLION ROOM 
HOTEL PIERRE, NEW YORK 


(THANKS TO CHARLES READER) 
Direction 
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$500 in addition to the . $1,500 
\already posted with the union to 
guarantee salaries. 

Apparently, there was less than 
| $500 in the boxoffice. Talent costs 
came to $2,000-- 
| After a 45 mindfte delay, doors 
|opened and show started about an 
|hour later than schedule. 

Schedule of acts for the layout 
included Lisa Kirk, Morey Amster- 


Fisher & White, Lou Folds, Robert 
Q. Lewis, Bella Smaro, Ruth Gil- 
bert and Cass Franklin and Monica 
| Moore. 

While the acts will probably 
make no cl-yn for the remainder 
of their salery, AGVA expects to 
get amounts due out of subsequent 
promotions of Weinstein. 


MPLS. CAFES UP TALENT 
NUT TO BOLSTER BIZ 


Minneapolis, March 30. 

Local cafes are going in for 
name and personality attractions 
in effort to bolster sagging busi- 
ness. 

For example, the Dome, one of 
the loop’s leading such establish- 
ments, is just finishing with the 
Page Cavanaugh Trio and is im- 
mediately following them with the 
Joe Mooney Quartet. Latter last 
played Hotel Radisson Fiame 
Room, one of town’s two swankiest 
supper clubs. 











| Poor Comedy Taste Mars 
Friars’ Chevalier Lunch 


| Following two clicko ribfests by 
the Friars, honoring Frank Sinatra 
jand John Garfield at respective 
;}luncheons, with Milton Berle as 
“roastmaster,” the one thrown for 
Maurice Chevalier in New York 
est Thursday (25) missed fire. The 
shindig was just all right when it 











_ honored guests, there were two 
elements to be considered. The 
lesser of the two was Franco-Amer- 
ican amity and the courtesy to a 
foreign artist; the truly dominant 
one was that the show business 
| fraternal organization was honor- 
ing one of the greatest single-man 
entertainers extant. 

Therefore the true values should 


| praised. And what emerged dom- 
jinantly was a Johnny-one-note 


joke. 

Obviously the Gallic star cued 
| the Yank conception of rue Blondel 
humor, but it was belabored to the 





‘point of poor taste. Despite this, | 


| however, Berle was again in fine 
| fettle, with Bobby Clark, Garfield, 


Youngman, Jerry Bergen, Carl 
Ravazza, Maxie Rosenbloom, Earl 


dias, most of them 
stuff. 

Rosenbloom topped Berle, who 
was ribbing him for maltreating 
the language, when he observed, 
“Why do you want me to do, speak 
like Noel Coward and starve to 
death?” Clark’s nifty was about 
the actor who was cremated and 
willed that 10% of his ashes be 
thrown in his agent's face. 

Thursday was a double-luncheon 
booking, since the Circus Saints & 
Sinners honored Bert Lytell as the 
“fall guy.” The ex-Equity prez and 
present si. -“erd of The 
got the ust_. befor a 
capacity turnout. Abel. . 


doing their 
















| should have been great because, | 
even transcending the previously | 


j;have been more judiciously ap- / 


accent on French-postcard type of |! 


| Walter Abel, Phil Silvers, Henny | 


Wilson, Jack Carter, Dan Shapiro, | 
Arthur Lesser, et al. also on the | 


Lam’ | 


| Ceates and Adam DiGitano. Other 
islate, which was formed by the 
program committee, is headed by 
| Phil Irving, a former executive sec- 
|retary of the N. Y. local. That 
lineup consists of Irving, Virginia 
|Richmond, Jack Guilford, Ralph 
|Shaw, Noel Hytown, Phil Foster, 
|Murray Lahe, Renee Wilde, Bob 
|Sydney and Jon Nichols. One slot 
|is still to be filled. N. Y. will have 


dam, Janet Sayre and Hotshots, Al| 12 delegates to the convention. 
Melvin, Jack Carter, Helen Humes, | 


The program committee has al 
ready made an alliance with Bos- 
ton membership. Among the Hub’s 
nominees, the committee is sup- 
porting Charlie Brett, Phil Bayon, 
Ralph Morgan and John Ardolino. 
This group claims to have the 
backing of the Philadelphia mem- 
bership as well, although the Philly 
branch recently adopted a resolu- 
tien not to participate in the con- 
vention. 


Program Cemmittee Platform 


The program committee has 
adopted a platform calling for 
amendments to the unemployment 
compensation laws, which would 
permit a performer credit on work 
done in states other than that in 
which he resides. Other planks in- 
clude passage of legislation which 
would permit an act to choose 
whether he shall be classified as 
an employee or independent con- 
tractor in order to qualify for so- 
cial security benefits. Other items 
include establishment of an in- 
surance, welfare and death benefit 
fund, maintenance of strict sani- 
tary conditions in dressing rooms, 
and elimination of all benefit 
shows. At a meeting Monday (29), 
the program committee adopted a 
resolution asking that the first con- 
vention adopt union working con- 
ditions as well as a constitution. 
They will also fight to have the 
voting procedure changed so that 





Accent on L’Affaire AGVA Switches 
To Rivalry in Delegation Slates 


convention delegates will be voted 
upon on a branch basis insiead of 


on a national basis, as is bei 
done for the first confab. Bs 
The Associated Actors and 


Artistes of America is stil] work. 
ing upon a suggested constitution 
to be presented at the convention 
Final draft is expected to be 
made at a 4A’s meeting tomorrow 


| (Thurs,). 


_ Last week also saw the resump- 
tion of conferences between attov- 


|neys for Shelvey and the 4A’s. . us- 
| tice ' 


Null, of the N. Y. supreme 
court, is attempting to bring both 
parties together on a mutually 
| agreeable solution on the injune- 
|tion suits brought by both sides 


which would establish the rightful 
head of the union. The suggestion 
that a mediator be appointed has 
already been nixed. 





Slate Bros. Into N.Y. Cap 


Slate Bros. have been signed for 
the Capitol theatre, N. Y.. starting 
April 8 to replace Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis, who open that night 
at. Copacabana, N.Y. Former will 
be the only change.on the bill, 
which also includes Tex Beneke’s 
orch ,plus “Naked City” (U). 

Slates have been signed for one 
week and options but are expected 
to play at least three weeks. 
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MAGIC 
FOR SALE 


te settle estate. Original cost $5,000. 
Make reasonable offer. William Nay- 

919 Brockmen 
520 W. 


Street, Los 
Angeles 14, Cal. (Trinity 6425). 


37th St New (ork 















































HENRY DUNN 
JIMMY HOLLYWOOD 
JOE SMITH 

ADAM DI GITANO 
MARGIE COATES 
GEO. ROWLAND 





® HOSPITALIZATION 


© DEATH BENEFITS 


* ONE MAN RULE 





* ANY FORM OF TOTALITARIAN REGIME 


VOTE FOR 


these 12 nominees for New York delegates to the 
AGVA Convention—all experienced performers— 


‘know your problems 


They want you to have... 


® AGVA'S OWN WELFARE FUND 


They don't want you to have... 







ARTHUR WARD 
RUSSELL SWANN 
HAL SHERMAN 
JERRY BAKER 
CHARLENE HARRIS 
MARTY BARRETT 


® A LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 
TO REOPEN THEATRES AND 
NITE CLUBS 

© MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION 
IN ALL AGVA AFFAIRS 
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Survey Shows Biz Off 287, in Hotel 
Nitery Rooms Due to 207, Tax Bite 





, Chicago, —? oe 

. Eitel, managing director 
Jas heen hotel here, last 
pes disclosed that a survey of 
yine-and-dance rooms in 34 major 
hotels showed a decline in patron- 
age “of 27.5% during the first two 
months of this year as compared 

ith 1946. Drop is due to the 20% 
wmusement tax, according to Eitel, 
cr predicts that, unless the levy 
is lifted, most inns will shutter 

i tainment rooms. 
their omy revealed that 4,828,670 

atrons attended the 34 spots in 
1946 as against 3,969,393, or a de- 
sine of 18%, in 1947. During the 

rst two months of the current 
ear 244,060 fewer patrons were 
viocked than in the same period 
of '46. Individual declines in some 
instances wen to 86%. 

Incomplete figures for March 
show that decline was accelerated. 
Dollar revenue has not decreased 
in the same degree as covers, but 
Eitel pointed out that this is’ mis- 
leading because rise in labor, food 
and entertainment costs have ne- 
cessitated higher prices. Due to in- 
creased costs, most spots are now 
operating at a Joss. 

Kitel claimed that the amuse- 
ment industry was discriminated 
against, in that, in all other indus- 
tries, war-imposed levies have been 
removed. He asked that tax be 
reduced to 5% pre-war level. 

Area of Survey 

Cities and hotels surveyed were: 
Chicago — Bismarck, Blackstone, 
Congress, Drake, Edgewater Beach, 
Palmer House, Sherman, Stevens; 
Boston—Statler; Buffalo—Statler; 
Cleveland—Statler; Detroit—Stat- 
ler; Kansas City—Muehlebach; La- 
Porte, Ind—Rumely; Los Angeles 
—Biltmore; Memphis — Peabody; 
Minneapolis — Nicollet; New Or- 
leans — Roosevelt; New York— 


Commodore, Pennsylvania,- Roose- 
velt, Waldorf-Astoria; Peoria, I1].— 
Pere Marquette; Rock Island, I1l.— 
Fort Armstrong; San Francisco— 
Palace, St. Francis; Shreveport— 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Pianist Held on Murder 


Rap in Death of Singer 
Toronto, March 30. 

With death of his singing part- 
ner, Mrs. Margaret (Mickey) 
Meredith, 23, Leslie Davidson has 
now been charged with murder 
instead of manslaughter. 

The 29-year-old piano accom- 
panist to the ‘former torch singer, 
allegedly shot her in the City 
Grill after she made a phone call 
and refused to tell him whom she 
had spoken to. Davidson was ar- 
rested later in the evening while 
playing piano in the Elm Grove 
Club here. 


Reade Chain Sets 
1-Nite Vauders 


With five acts of vaude used by 
|the Walter Reade circuit in several 
of its houses since last fall, the 
chain now represents a full week 
of time for performers with the 
addition of the loop’s Congress 
theatre, Saratoga Springs, N.Y., to 
its flesh policy. According to a 
| Reade spokesman vaude has def- 
initely proved a b.o. stimulus to its 
theatres in New Jersey and upstate 
New York based upon results to 
date. 

Booked by Al and Belle Dow, 
acts are grooved into the Oxford, 
Plainfield, N. J.; Majestic, Perth 
Amboy, N. J.; St. James, Asbury 





Park, and Broadway, Kingston, 
N.Y., besides the Congress. It’s 
understood Reade may extend 


vaude to other of his houses in 
the near future. The Dows also 
are booking several other stands 
including Beacon theatre, N.Y.; 
Gayety, Montreal; Shubert, New 
Haven; Victory, Bayonne, and are 
dickering with another indie cir- 
cuit for possible playing time in 
nine more houses. 














FRANK MARLOWE 


Coming home after a 2 year sen- 
sational run of the Broadway Musi- 
cal “Toplitzky of Notre Dame” and 
on @ personal appearance tour of the 


nation’s leading theatres including a 
repeat engagement at the Strand 
New York within 8 months. Opening 
Oriental Theatre, Chicago, April 8th. 
Management: SINGER & TISHMAN 
Publicity: IRVING CAHN 


BILLIE IN STRONG N.Y. 
COMEBACK; 76 GATE 


Billie Holiday’s comeback con- 
cert at Carnegie Hall, Saturday 
(27), indicates that her confine- 
ment at a federal hospital for near- 
ly a year hasn’t dimmed her popu- 
larity or skill. On what is tradi- 
tionally considered one of the 
worst nights in show business, the 
eve before Easter Sunday, Miss 
Holiday drew a packed hall, with 
300 standees, who paid a record 
gate of $7,100, of which Miss Holi- 
day got a $2,500 cut. 


Response to her concert was so 
big that a repeat date for April 17 
was immediately booked. 


Concert, which was presented 
under Ernest Anderson auspices, 
belied the fact that the sepia sing- 
er had only 10 days to prepare 
for the date. Voice was in top form 
and her skill in handling an audi- 

















ence was evident at all times. 
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Shelvey May Launch Rival Vaude 


Union Tied to Lewis’ Mine Workers 


y% 





Jimmy Starr, Partners 


Win Concession Suit 
Los Angeles, March 30. 


three fellow concessionaires 
Slapsy Maxie’s in their suit agai 


owners of the nitery. 
had sued for $75,000, cha 
concessions had been sold out from 
under them. 

Starr’s partners in the venture 
were Ned Washington, Seymour 


| Chotiner and Ray Gruber. 





Nerrett Heads 


Cincy AGVA 


Cincinnati, March 30. 
| The snafued situation in the 
Cincy affairs of the American Guild 
of Variety Artists neared solution 
last week, with Fred Nerrett taking 
charge of the branch. Prior to that, 
Benny Hurst and Al Wilson, who 
headed the office, first resigned 
from the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America faction and 
aligned themselves with Matt Shel- 
vey, deposed AGVA head, who is 
seeking to regain AGVA control. 
During the week, however, Wil- 
son broke away from Shelvey for 
undisclosed reasons. 
The situation here represents a 
series of intrigues and counter- 
intrigues. Hurst had been sent 





here by the 4A’s to check up on 
| Wilson. However, he resigned be- 
| cause, he revealed, he felt his pres- 
lence in the union might prove em- 
barrassing because of a certain 
“situation” years ago. 





Ann Thomas, radio and legit 
actress, is not to be confused with 
the “Anne Thomas” referred to in 
house review and New Acts sec- 
tions March 17.” 

















HOPE TO SEE YOU IN THE FALL 


MENASHA SKULNI 


Personal Mgt. JACK KALCHEIM, 1270 Sixth Ave., New York 
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Damages amounting to $9,921 Workers District 50. 
were awarded Jimmy Starr and his! for affiliation with the Lewis union 
at|is regarded as Shelvey’s ace-in-the- 
nst/ hole if a decision adverse to him 
Sam Lewis and Ben Blue, former | is handed down by Justice Null of 
Plaintiffs |the N. Y. supreme court. 
rging the/is seeking to enjoin the present 


| 





Matt -Shelvey, deposed national 
administrator of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, is re- 
ported forming an independent 
performers’ union and_ affiliate 
with John L. Lewis’ United Mine 
Application 


Shelvey 


AGVA administration from using 
the organization’s funds, ‘while 
the administration is pressing a 
counter-injunction suit seeking to 
enjoin Shelvey from representing 
himself as being affiliated with 
AGVA. 

Arthur Cowan, Shelvey’s attor- 
ney, refused to deny or confirm 
the possibility of affiliating with 
Lewis. He merely said, “No 
comment.” 

If application for a District 50 
tieup is madg, another parallel to 
the 1939 situation will crop up. At 
that time, the Associated Actors 
and Artistes of America revoked 
the charter of the American Fed- 
eration of Actors. Ralph White- 
head, then the AFA head, sought 
to affiliate with the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees, but move was defeated. 

Affiliation with Lewis would 
automatically separate the variety 
field from affiliation with perform- 
ers in other fields. It’s also re- 
garded that any move would not 
have the backing of either the 
AFL or CIO, inasmuch as Lewis 
recently stepped out of the AFL. 
The UMW maintains its District 
50 as a “catch-all” organization 
ae which it can step inte any 
eld. 





LEWIS’ VAUDE DATES 


Robert Q. Lewis, who heads an 
across-the-board comedy show 
over CBS, is getting set for vaude 
appearances. He’s trying out an 
act at Proctor’s theatre, Yonkers, 
April 6. 

He’ll line up other one nighters 
before hitting major houses. 


ee 











‘At Last | Know How It Feels To Be 
A LATIN IN MANHATTAN!”’ 
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Dusting the Attic 


(For no other than nostalgic rea- 
sons these Palace bills will be re- 
printed each week, and for the cor- 
responding week, as they originally 
appeared in Variery 25 years ago.) 


PALACE, N. Y. 


(March 29, 1923) 


Monday night’s running order 
revealed a strange arrangement of 
a snappy and variegated bill. Long 
Tack Sam and his Chinese wizards, 
first billed to open and then pro- 
grammed to close, open intermis- 
sion; Gordon Dooley and Martha 
Morton, a light-comedy act in| 
“one,” closed the show, coming on 
at 11:02 and holding in the mob 
until 11720. Nahan Frank Sym- 
phony Orchestra ¢losed the first 
half and did 36 minutes, most of it| 
wasted. And Four Casting Stars 
opened the show and stopped it. 


There were three brand new acts 
and several otners «cw to Palace 
audiences. The Fairbanks Twins 
& Co., in their vaudeville debut 
with Richard Keene; Emma Haig & 
Co., Long Tack Sam, a Palace 
stranger; Dooley & Morton, ditto, 
and several others in the same po- 
sition. The new booking impre- 











Marimbist 


CEORCE” See 


GUES' 


ge wd COE ASSOCIATES 
Madison Ave., New York 


VA. 6-3417 


fo ncn ny 
COMEDY PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER 
“The Show Biz Gag File” 
Nos. 1 to 22 at $1.00 ea. 


10 PARODIES for $10.00 
_ “How to Be an Emcee" 

$3.00 Including 2 Gag Files. 
comedy songs, tiated Gis -aieck”, 
outs, skits, ete. 





sario of the Palace, whether by de- 
sign or fortuitous coincidence, 
surely put up a run of the un- 
familiar as well as the worthwhile 
for this week. 


With that the bill was not a com- 
plete walkaway. Franko is un- 
fitted for vaudeville entirely, and 
the Fairbanks girls, past all haz- 
ard as dancers, still took up some 
lengthy spaces meant for laughs 
that resulted in dead gaps between 
their and Keene’s brisk numbers. 
With the Fairbankses, Keene and 
Miss Haig it looked like a Music 
Box alumnae reunion. Keene and 
Miss Haig were partners for sev- 
eral seasons, besides. 


The Four Casting Stars, working 
on wide-apart horizontal bars and 
over nets, did some hair-raising 
double somersaults and flipflops in 
air to diffieult and intricate hand- 
holds, and with about half a house 
in kept Martha Pryor off the stage 
during three or four introductory 
choruses. Miss Pryor, in a cloth of | 
silver dress with lace over the | 
skirt (the costume cost a pretty 
kopeck!) revealed a bodice that 
was as daring as anything ever seen 
on any stage, with a decollete V in 
front and behind that would 
have shed to bare skin had it 
slipped from the waist up. Her 
southern ditties went well, but she 
should avoid the straight ballad 
verse and chorus, as its gets her 
out of the Kentucky accent and 
spoils the illusion, even though she 
uses the episode to support a wench 
version. She would also do better 
if she didn’t have Bob Geraghty 
sing a piffling doggerel about how 
good she is before she comes on. 
She is good—hbetter than the song 
about her. And that dress! A whole 
libretto could be knocked out 
about that. Miss Pryor took four 
bona fide bows, very strong in the 
early spot and following a surprise 
opening sensation. 

Miss Haig, with George Griffin 
and a girl pianiste, stood up be- 
yond anything she had previously 
shown in vaudeville, and estab- 
lished herself immediately as hav- 
ing a big-time entry. 

Holmes and La Vere knocked 
the house for a flock of statues in 
the comedy hall of glory. Their 
material is an unintérrupted suc- 
cession of wows, with the droll 
Holmes slamming in the points and 
Miss La Vere loading his artillery. 
The piano scene was a yell, and 
the finish left the audience ex- 
hausted. Nothing more could be 
desired in a two-act that Holmes 
and La Vere delivered. 

Franko delayed the intermission, 
and it was rushed through, with 
almost no time to stretch, even the 
Topics being passed up and into 
Long Tack Sam’s dizzy production 





the show tore. This world-polished 
Celestial has made good all over 
the globe. For years he has craved 
a spot at the Palace. A freak set 
of “breaks”. landed him in the 
sweetest groove on a bill worthy 
of his best. His troupe whizzed 
through a comparatively brief rou- 
tine. And with about half the 
stuff that Sam does better than 
anybody else right now on earth 
his offering was a rousing hit. The 
finish saw the whole company at 
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ter of his web-worker and 
his girl twister the ends. 
His comedy ccored his stunts 
got cannonades. It was an unusual 
get-over. 

Jack Norworth, with Dorothy 
Adelphi, the red-haired te 


who accompanied Rae uels 
anonymously some seasons back, 
followed with a hearty reception 
and a far stronger and tighter rou- 
tine than he had when he first 
broke in the combination late last 
year. The Fairbanks kiddies did 
not get a round in appearance, nor 
did Gordon Dooley and Martha 
Morton. 

But the newest alliance of two 

royal vaudeville families worked 
up. Entering past 11 o’clock and 
with nothing to follow them, held 
the house in solid and got all their 
laughs and took their work with 
poise and ease. Martha has grown 
to a fine, strapping girl, improving 
every day in stage sense and bea- 
tific appearanee. Dooley makes of 
her a marvelous foil. Sam, Kitty 
and Clara Morton sat beside this 
reviewer, unnoticed by the sur- 
rounding seat-holders, while the 
youngsters talked of them and got 
their biggest laughs at them. The 
sister and parents wiped their eyes 
as they laughed. And so did many 
another. 
It was a marvelous exhibition of 
personality, concentrating the hun- 
dreds without a program fluttering 
under the circumstances. Martha 
single-handed held that stage and 
that audience at 11:18 with a song 
and dance. Surely that was a test 
of the Morton blood and bone, and 
like a Morton, she went over the 
top. Two names so long beloved 
in vaudeville will go on; the new 
generation will carry them along 
as befits. Lait. 


Det. Niteries Up Talent 
Budgets, Shave Prices 
In Competish for Biz 


Detroit, March 30. 
The nitery war is on. Prices are 
being slashed and show budgets 
upped to lure patronage. 

Club Stevadora and The Ship 
started the ball rolling with pre- 
war prices and eight-act floor 
shows. 

Other bistro operators are 
watching experiment and feel the 
have to fall in line to meet stiff 
competition. 

The larger floorshows will mean, 

if all clubs adopt similar —: 
work for about 200 acts weekly 
this area. 
The Latin Quarter is expected 
to get its liquor license this week 
and will install floorshow with a 
line of girls. 


Savoy Plaza, N.Y., To 
Resume Talent April 6 


The Cafe Lounge of the Savoy 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., will resume 
shows after a lapse since 1941. Ini- 
tial bill starting April 6 will com- 
prise Johnny Thompson and Bar- 
bara Barrie. The Jules Ziegler of- 
fice is booking. 

This spot, which was.a war casu- 








jalty, was considered a top show- 


case for talent. Hildegarde came 
to bigtime attention here. Lena 
Horne played her first upper-crust 
date at the spot. 

Reopening of the Cafe Lounge 
virtually completes the roster of 
the carriage trade rooms that flour- 
ished just before the war. The 
only major spot that’s missing is 
the Rainbow Roof, which is cur- 
rently operated as a_ cocktail 
lounge by the Union News Co. 


New Det. Nitery Opens 
. Detroit, March 30. 

Sammy Sofferin opened his In- 
dian Room last week (22) in con- 
nection with his Wonder Bar and 
drew capacity crowd. 

Designed by architects Charles 
N. Agree, Inc., and Wright & 
Wright, its gold, red and fawn 
coloring gives an authentic Indian 
touch to the room. A large tele- 
vision screen has been installed 
for sports events. 

Opening show has Tonita and her 
South American Sextet, Frank 
Gagen’s orch and singers Eilene 
Fay and Russ Wright, the latter a 
full-blooded Indian in native re- 
Zalia. 








Vaude for RKO, Syracuse, N.Y. 

Syracuse, N. Y., March 30. 
Revivingy annual _  stageshow 
policy for spring, RKO-Keith’s will 





bring Horace Heidt orchestra- 
revue for a week opening April 8. 


MACK TRIPLETS SETTLE 


Mack Triplets made an out-of- 
court settlement last week in their 
$25,000 damage claim against De 
Luxe records. Suit claimed that 
the singers failed to get proper 
publicity on their platters. 

It was alleged that the Macks had 
an eight-side deal with De Luxe 
and recorded four, for which they 
were paid $80 each. They later 
did two more for. $200 but allegedly 
were never paid. However, law 
firm of O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery 
& Lawler, representing the Macks, 
claimed that major damage was 
done to the girls’ rep by failure to 
publicize them as was guaranteed 
in their contract. 





Chi Nitery Ignores 
Slicing, Sets Cole 3 


Chicago, March 30. 

While many ‘downtown spots are 
cutting budgets, and with business 
almost back to pre-war level, the 
Rag Doll, small northside nitery, 
has skedded the King Cole Trio, 
for a May 14 opening, at a report- 
ed $3,500 per week. The trio will 
follow the Raymond Scott quintet, 
now completing a 16-week engage- 
ment at 350-seater. 
Management is also negotiating 
with General Amus. for an early- 
summer appearance by Nellie 
Lutcher. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 30. 
Frank Kaplan, steward of the 
Will Rogers, distributed palms on 
Palm Sunday to infirmary patients 
who were unable to attend church 
services. 

Walter Romanik elated over_be- 
ing upped for meals and mild ex- 
ercise. 

Ines Groething now permitted, 
outdoor exercise. 

Alice Dudley appointed assistant 
switchboard operator at the Rogers. 

Hugh Carney got his all-clear 
and left to resume work with Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting System play- 
house in N. Y. C. 

Seni Okun, author, okayed for 
go-home papers next month. 

Thanks to Joe McCarthy for his 
untiring efforts in aiding the less 
fortunate of this colony. 

George Leyton, member of the 
downtown colony and head an- 
nouncer of radio station WNBZ 
for the past 18 months, resigned 
to take similar spot in Amsterdam, 
N. Y., with station WTSS. 

Knitting fever has hit the in- 
firmary with males topping the list 
as outstanding needle pushers. G. 
Albert Smith, Al. Michalski and 
Garry Vandermast received prizes 
for their work in recent display. 

Benny Ressler to N. Y. C. for a 
10-day furlough. He’ll also arrange 
bookings for attractions to play 
this colony during the summer 
months under aegis of Chamber 
of Commerce. 

The Great Grocini, magician, in 
to visit Carl Kessle (“fhe Amazing 
Mr. Ballantine”) who's flashing 
nifty clinic reports. 

Forrest “Slim” Glenn upped for 
meals and appointed downtown 
shopper. : 

(Write te these who are ill. 





TT aMACE clam |LORGOn Yens For 


More U.S. Acts 


British audiences are now sho 
ping around for the best entertain. 
ment buys, according to Robert 
Nesbit, producer for Val Parnell 
British cireuit operator, who ar. 
no ge “a the ir last week to pact 
an all-Negro show for the 
dium, London. ~~ 

Audiences, he declared, are now 
more selective and American per- 
formers, he said, give British box- 
office a terrific boost. Most of the 
native British acts, Nesbit said 
were repeated too often during the 
war. Talent coming from the U.S, 
provides a fresh note to variety au- 
diences. ’ 

Commenting on the recent en- 
gagements of Danny Kaye at the 
Palladium, Nesbit declared that 
there probably will never be an- 
other performer who will again 
capture British imagination and 
goodwill as did Kaye. Nesbit said 
Kaye could have sustained top 
grosses at the Palladium indef- 
initely had he been able to stay. 
—_————— 


The Exclusive and Amusing 


! 








————— | 








at the MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL 

LAURETTE AND CLYMAS, a pair of 
Dancing Humorists with ENDLESS 
MATERIAL and a LAUGH-A-MIN- 
UTE Type of Delivery. 

They introduced twe new Bumbers; 
beth were an IMMEDIATE HIT. 
March 1, ’48, The Herald, Al Palmer 
New York Rep.: 


Chicago Rep.: 
JACK DAVIES PHIL TYRRELL 

















HELENE and HOWARD 


“Comedy Dance Antics’ 
STRAND, NEW YORK 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 
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“Valdo and Princess Pat Startle.” 
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‘Claims, 5G Fine Or 
Do 6 Mos. in Jail 


Larry Sunbrock, promoter of 
circuses and rodeo thrill shows, is 
jn double trouble = again. The 
reputedly stormy petrel of such 
promotions who allegedly has 
iven the American Guild of Va- 


riety Artists more headaches than | 


there are aspirins, according to 
Dave Fox, assistant national di- 
rector of AGVA, was sentenced on 
a two-count conviction of violating 
the N. Y. state labor laws in the 
court of special sessions, N. Y., 
Monday (29). 


On the first count he was fined , 


$5,000 or six months in the work- 
house and given until Friday (2) 
to get coin up or else; on the sec- 
ond he was sentenced to one year 
in the workhouse, which was sus- 
pended. He was also ordered by 
the court to use $6,500 cash bond 
to pay off salary claims involved 
in the indictment, which according 
to the information filed by N. Y. 
attorney general’s office, involves 
about $12,000 owed to employees 
since 1943, when Sunbrock, operat- 
ing as Big Top, Inc., spotted an 
open-air circus adjacent to the 
Roxy theatre, N.Y., which proved 
a flop. 
AGVA Also Cracks Down 

At about the same time Sun- 
brock was hearing the bad news 
in court, AGVA was taking unfair 
action against him for failing to 
post bond guaranteeing salaries of 
acts with his current show now in 
Baltimore. In addition to other in- 
debtedness, AGVA is holding Sun- 
brock responsible for salaries on 
cancelled contracts of the Reding- 
tons and Egony trio, who were to 
have joined the show in Jersey 
City prior to the Baltimore date, 
but didn’t when union pulled the 
other acts after Sunbrock failed to 
post cash bond. 


AGVA Suspends Fine 
On Sepia Singer Who 
Slugged Union Agent 


Claudia McNeil, sepia songstress, 
was adjudged “guilty of conduct 
unbecoming a member” in a hear- 
ing at American Guild of Variety 
Artists last week (25) and fined 
$150 by union. However, fine was 
suspended subject to good be- 
havior in the future. 

Singer was charged with having 
assaulted Max Bernstein, deputy of 
the N. Y. local of AGVA, when he 
refused to okay her contract on 
current date at the Red Rooster, 
Patchogue, L. I., because of being 
in arrears on dues, persuant to 
regulations of the union. Singer, 
a hefty gal, is alleged to have 
slugged him. Bernstein didn’t care 
to make an issue of the affair but 





AGVA felt such actions called for 


disciplinary measures. 


ODT RELAXES BAN ON 





RR. TRAVEL FOR CIRCUS 


Washington, March 30. 

Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bai- 
eys circus will open on schedule 
in Madison Square Garden April 7 
in a last minute relaxation of a 
government ban against railroad 
travel on coal-burning trains. At 
their winter quarters in Florida, 
circus execs received permission to 


00k on their special trains to reg: : 


ular freight cars if it didn’t mean 
curtailment of regular service. 
Controls on railroad travel were 
imposed by the Office of Defense 
Transportation to counter effects 
of the coal strike. 
Another beneficiary of the new 


pet order was the Strates Show, 
“rnival and circus operation, 
Which is 


en scheduled to open in 
ashington, D. C., this week. They 

Coked on to a fruit train traveling 
Up from Florida. ; 





7 < : 
Gordon’s ‘Happy’ Unit 
Bobby Gordon, who originally 
roduced the cafe package, “Fun 
or y our Money,” is slated to start 

A et with the produc- 

of “Slap Ha .” Layout will 

Play niteries. we ’ 
“Ordon has signed Eddie Hanley 
r new unit. “Fun” unit is still 


ane rounds, now owned by 
uld. 


Lisbon, March 23. 
Interest recently expressed by 
Portuguese theatres and niteries 
in American and other foreign 
name talent has been dampened to 
some extent by a decree published 


by the government which restricts 
importation of acts. According to 
the new regulations licenses will 
only be granted when spots hire 


eign performer. 





| engaged for every four foreigners 
|who appear in the same show. Ex- 
|Cluded from the above restrictions 
{are theatres here in Lisbon and 
Porto as well as first run film the- 
atres using stage shows. 


Stymies Bid for U.S. Acts 


one Portuguese turn to every for- | 


Quota is relaxed for circuses in | 
|that only one Portuguese need be 
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Dolly Dawn is heading the bill 
at Dinty’s Terrace Garden, Albany, 
|which opened (27) after being 
dark since New Year's. 


Nellie Lutcher goes into Red 
Feather, Hollywood, for three 
| weeks, starting May 18 at a re- 
ported $1,750 per stanza. 
| Lorette Trio opened in the Rain- 
bow Lounge of the Hotel Syracuse, 
| Syracuse, N. Y., Tuesday (30). 
Zero Mostel into the Bachelor 
| Club, Pittsburgh, tonight 
for a five-day engagement. 





Country Club, New Orleans, April 
8. 

Joan Edwards, 
vous, Newsport, Ky., April 2. 
| Jack Durant 
‘Flamingo, Las Vegas, April 1. 





Actors, Theatre Men Seek Govt. Aid; 


Lower Tax for Paris Vaude Houses 


Paris, March 30. | Fine Arts department, and followed 





Bernice Parks into the Beverly 


Glenn Rendez- 


pacted for the 


Terrific slump in the number of | this huddle with a meeting of the 
vaude stands due to high taxes and Vauders Protective Assn. several 
| : <i ,days later. Conclave was held at 
generally unsettled economic con- ‘the Capucines theatre with the 
ditions has caused both performers |house’s owner, Mitty Goldin, pre- 
,and operators to appeal to the gov- siding. Trend to revues has been 
ernment for aid. Seriousness of brought about by the fact that only 


(Wed.) \the situation is pointed up by the'a 14% tax applies to their grosses, 


fact that some 20 years ago there 
'were about 80 theatres using flesh 
in the French capital while today | 
there are practically none left with | 
the exception of a few which oc- 
casionally present revues. Elizabeth to be on hand for the 
Talent as well as the ops dis- May 3 opening of the Berry Bros. 
cussed their problems with A. Jau-| at the Casino theatre, London. 
jard, head of the government's’ He’ll be gone about six weeks. 


while a 35% bite 
vaude shows. 


is in effect on 


Agent Sammy Burke sails to 
Europe, April 14 on the Queen 
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39 Consecutive Weeks! 


“DOUBLE OR NOTHING” WITH WALTER O'KEEFE 
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Mayfair Boom. Chi 
(BLACKSTONE HOTEL) 
Chicago, March 26. 
Lucienne Boyer, Ray Morton 
Orch (8); cover 1, minimum $3.50. 





Lucienne Boyer brought out the 
top-drawer cafe society to fill this 
swank spot on Good Friday. It 
was obvious that most of the 
patrons were rusty on their basic 
French as there was running audi- 
ble translation and questioning. 
However, as the chanteuse con- 
tinued din died down; this was 
also due in part of singer’s switch- 
ing to a brief synopsis before each 
number and interpolation of Eng- 
lish lyries in several tunes. 

La Boyer, attractively draped| 
in a blue evening gown, runs the | 
gamut of emotions, from the wait- | 
ing lover to the smart, gayful | 
gamin. It’s all solid and pays off 
in applause dividends. Her _busi- 
ness with a hand-mike in “Simple 
Story,” in which she flirts with a 
ringsider, had the room chuckiing. 

Numbers comprise “The Man I 
Love,” “Too Many Memories, 
“Pigalle,” and “Speak to Me of 
Love.” 

For her bowoff, she does a spe- 
cial version of “Au Revior” for ad- 
ditional plaudits. In most of her- 
numbers singer is accompanied by 
her violinist - conductor, Frank 
Porcel, who does an excellent job 
on setting the mood, mainly dra- 
matic. He also takes over Ray 
Morton’s oreh during her stint. 
Morton continues to keep dance 
floor crowded between shows. 

Zabe. 





Glass Hat. N. Y. 
(HOTEL BELMONT-PLAZA) 
Georgie Price, Phyllis Arnold, 
ddie Stone orch, Castellanos 
humba Orch; $2.50 minimum. 





'in the top drawer set. 


Night Cheb Reviews 


would work as hard on individual 
material as he does in fine mimicry 
of other stars, the youth would be 
He starts 
strong with “Same Old Shillelagh” 
but bogs down with dated gags. 
Follows with impresh of Eddie 
Cantor singing “Making Whoopee” 
and Jolson on “April Showers,” 
then Jimmy Durante singing “You 
Got to Start Each Day With a 
Song” for nice returns. 

Marty Gould orch does neat job 
in backing show and on dance 
tunes. 

Don Chiesta’s group handles the 


Zabe. 


Latin Quarter. N.Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 

They're making big ones out of 
little omnes this year, according to 
indications in the current Latin 
Quarter layout. Added to the 
smooth and glib functioning of the 
entire production at the Lou Wal- 
ters hospice, the most distinguish- 


top comedy team, and the reunion 
of two performers that had previ- 
ously become separated. 

In Buddy Lester and Steve Con- 
dos, a significant merger has been 
affected. The blending of Lester’s 
talents with that of Condos (ex- 
Condos Bros.) has resulted in an 
extremely funny pair. Together 
they’re not an official act, of 
course, Inasmuch as each perform- 
er is bought individually, but once 
on stage their excellent gagging 
and well-conceived comedy indi- 
cate long playing time together. 
More of them in New Acts. 
| Other item of major interest is 
‘the reunion of the original person- 
nel of the Hermanos Williams trio. 
Several years ago, Louis Kuhn 





There’s apparently still one sure 
way of hypoing nitery biz—bring 
back an established oldtimer and 
let him take over. Belmont-Plaza’s 
Glass Hat has done that for its 
new show, bringing in Georgie 
Price to give out with the nostal- 
gia. With only one other act on 
the bill, Price earries the show 
practically by himself. And he’s 
pulling near-eapacity attendance. 

Comedian js on the floor more 
than 40 minutes, selling the same 
routine he’s been doing over the 

ears—and he could stay longer. 

is stage-presence, personality and 
ease of delivery transform the 
barnlike atmosphere of this essen- 
tially cold room into one of inti- 
macy. He still plays up his Gus 
Edwards days, imitates Jolson, Jes- 
sel, Cantor, et al., and sells the 
corn—but it never becomes a drug 
on this market. 

Other act is songstress Phyllis 
Arnold (New Acts). Eddie Stone’s 
orch cuts the show well, except 
for a slight tendency towards too 
much vohume. Stone’s dance music 
ranks with the best of the hotel 
bands and he’s capably spelled in 
that department by the Castellanos 
rhumba crew. Stal. 


Chez Paree. Chi 
Chicago, March 26. 
Jack Cole Dancers (6), Connie 
Haines, Jackie Green, Chez Ador- 
ables (10), Marty Gould Orch 
(1), Dow Chiesta Combo (5); 
$3.50 minimum. 


Current revue is a rapidly paced 
show that just misses ringing the 
bell. While all the acts do sock 
jobs, routining of material, in some 
cases, is poor. Tightening here 
and there would make for better 
results, 

Jack Cole dancers open and 
close. Having the dancers as 
opener sets a fast pace. Cole has 
been revising his group and now 
has two boys and three girls. Cole 
remains the spark of the outfit and 
is still the master of the hoke 
schvol of the modern dance with 
the jerky head movements, coy eye 
treatment, and the arm akimbo 
style. Costuming is fresh and 
authentic. For closer Cole returns 
to do two West Indian patterns 
that are highly emotional in con- 
tent, depicting the struggle of 
young maidens. ~ Dance reaches 
frenzied state as Cole does a bent- 
knee slide chasing the girls. 

Connie Haines, petite songstress, 
purveys the standard pops for sock 
payoff. However, she doesn’t do 
too well on “Glocca Morra” but 
really cooks on “Someone to Watch 
Over Me” and “Sunny Side of the 
Street” for solid salvos. . 

If Jackie Green, comedian, 





‘broke away from this group te 
form the Hermanos Santos trio, and 
‘Pablo Williams ~subsequently 
'taught the act to two burly Latins 
with Amanda Williams retaining 
the vocal spot. The Santos turn 
didn’t fare too well, and Williams’ 
Latins were subsequently deported 
for overstaying in this country. 
Now the originals are together 
again and knocking off their orig- 
inal acrobatic tango to excellent 
salvos. 

Other newcomer on the LQ lay- 
out is Jane Dulo, who has appeared 
locally in a variety of intime rooms. 
She has smartly tailored material 
that can stand up in the smart 
spots, and a good delivery. How- 
ever, her attributes weren't too 
evident opening night. Laughs 
were scattered and came mainly 
from the rear section of the room. 
But she'll do better as she goes 
along. 

Rest of the show continues to 
function smoothly. Corinne and 
Tito Valdez continue to hold their 
dance spot admirably, while Mu- 








ing. 5 Jose. 
Club Ebony. N. Y. 
Una Mae Carlisle, Lewis & 


White, Shoaergud Balinese Dan- 
cers (4), Pete Nugent, Tops & 


Buster Harding Orch (8), Jose 
Curbello Orch (12); mintmum $8 
weekdays, $3.50 weekends & holi- 
days. 





Despite the traditional damper 
Holy week annually casts upon the 
nitery business, a revue topped by 
pianist-singer Una Mae Carlisle 
managed to draw a fair amount of 
lattendance following its preem 
| Thursday (25). And now with 
‘Lent out of the way this week, 
show’s biz prospects are brighter. 
| Chief fault of this show is its 
| plethora of dancing. Produced by 
| Dickie Wells, this colored-show 
_bailiwick tees off with the sextet 
of gals doing a tepid terp routine. 
Tops & Wilda, veteran dance com- 
'bo, follow with a spirited Lindy. 
/Pete Nugent displays some smart 
| footwork, and Shoaergud dancers 
| seore with a native Balinese dance. 
Quartet is composed of three wom- 
en and a lone male. In illustrating 
this classic gambol from the Ori- 
ent. group goes through varied 
anatomical writhing and twisting, 
but in general the overall result 
is considerably toned down com- 
ipared with performances. else- 
| where. 

' Lewis and White, in the comedy 














riel King and Linda Lombard do 
well in the song sections, with Pir- 
oska and Patricia Adair hitting it 
well in the terp spots. Vimeent 
Travers provides neat showback- 


Wilda, Ebonettes (6), Joe Bailey, 


VARIETY 


spot, click with some banal gags. 
Act, which employs a stooge from 
the audience, is more suited for 
vaude houses than for a moderate- 
| Sized room such as the Ebony. New 
| ertheless, boys were well received. 
Joe Bailey delivers some okay 
| vocals with the band. 

In the closer is Miss Carlisle. A 
sexy lass, she shows a captivating 
personality in throatily warbling a 
medley of her own tunes. “I See 
Your Face Before Me” and “Walk- 
in’ By the River,” among others. 
Completely uninhibted, she cuts 
loose on the ivories with “Piano 
Boogie.” another self-written com- 
| position. Her work is charged with 
|a rare sense of timing and clearly 
‘shows she rates high amang the 





\rhumba tunes. Adorables repeat |top piano-warbling gals such as 
‘line numbers from previous show. | Hazel Scott, Mary Lou Williams, 


fet al. 

Buster Harding’s crew adequate- 
|ly backs the show while Jose Cur- 
}bello’s band supplies the rhumba 
'music. Henry Le Tang. who did 
| the choreography, rates a nod for 


this creations. Gilb. 
' 
t 


Geldeun Fiddle. N. ¥. 
Carlo Haivary, Ruth Korda, 


Nitza Dupree, Rudi Baron Orch; 
no minimum, no cover. 





Reopening after a brief hiatus 
in its operation, Golden Fiddle is 
offering a touch of that Old World 
cuisine and entertainment. Located 
north of the Times Square area in 
the 70’s, this atmospheric cafe is 
pitching directly for the numerous 
Continental expatriates located in 
that area. Whai they'll find here 
is a generous slice of strudel and 
gypsy fiddling dished up with in- 
formal pleasantness. Size of the 
room cuts out customer hoofing. 
Carlo Hatvary opens the modest 
layout with vibrant baritone rendi- 
tions of several Hungarian roman- 
tie numbers. He has good pipes 
which he handles in conventional 
fashion. Standout performer on 
the bill is Rudi Baron, a remark- 
able trick fiddler, who solos several 
difficult numbers with sock results. 
Baron can move out of the pre 
liminary events. 

Rest of the bill is comprised of 
two femme singers. in different 
keys. Nitza Dupree, self- 

by a mandolin, delivers nicely with 
a series of Spanish folk numbers, 
using a small voice to good advan- 
tage. Ruth Korda, soprano, regis- 
ters okay with a couple of old bal- 
lads and semi-classical tumes which 
she handles in a well-trained oper- 
atie style. Herm. 





Survey Shows 


Continued from page 5! 


Washington Youree; South Bend— 
Hoffmann; St. Louis — Jefferson, 
Chase, Statler; Washington, D. C. 
—Mayflower, Raleigh, Statler. 





Byfield’s. Tax Cut Pitch 
Chicago, March 30. 
Ernest L. Byfield, head of the 
Sherman and Ambassador hotels, 
Chicago, will cite the decline in 
grosses at the College Inn before 
the House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee in an effort to reduce or 
eliminate the 20% amusement tax. 
Byfield will submit figures show- 
ing a 40% decline in March from 
a mediocre February, and a 60% 
| dip from March of last year. 
The Midwest Hotelmen’s Assn. is 
campaigning to reduce tax from the 
current 20% to 10%. 








Miami Bistres’ Biz Dips 15% 
Miami Beach, March 30. 

Figures released Internal Rev- 
enue’s collectors office here, 
showed a drop of approximately 
15% in nitery receipts for past 
three months (height of season), 
as against last years figures. 

Based on collection of the 20% 
eabaret tax, it was disclosed that 
Colonial Inn dropped from $36,000 
in '47 to $30,000 this year. One 
of the larger beach spots also 
sagged, showing $22,000 as com- 
pared to a collection of $27,000 for 
the same period in ’47. 

“Juke joints” also, were noted 
as dropping in payments against 


reau office explained they meant 
any place offering dancing or en- 
tertainment-subject to the govern- 
ment bite. 

Based on these estimates, which 
figure six times the amount of the 
tax, biz of one big spet dropped 
some $36,000 in February and an- 
other big spot $30,000. Some ob- 
servers point to the no minimum 
policies adopted by several, as the 
reason for the drop. Others. sim- 
ply to “teo big salaries and not 
enough business.” 





receipts. By “juke joints” the bu- | 


BUDDY LESTER & 

CONDOS - 

Cemedy, Dance 
45 Mins. 
Latin Quarter, N. Y. 

Buddy Lester and Steve Condos 
have been recognized as standard 
acts for several years, with Lester 
having hit the tall coin up to $2,750 
weekly. For more than a year, 
this pair have been playing dates 
together and have devised a com- 
edy routine that provides added di- 
mensic:: to their individual talents. 
Together, tney stand a chance of 
hitting the top brackets. 

Just as Dean Martin and Jerry 
Lewis formed a comedy team as 
the result of being booked on sev- 
eral bills together, and thus in- 
creased their value to cafe and 
vaude operators, this team prom- 
ises to repeat the pattern. 

They have a series of well con- 
ceived zanyisms which hit with a 
heavy impact. Lester, naturally 
carries the major share of the com- 
edy, but Condos’ contributions are 
okay too. He has developed nice 
sense of vocal projection and 
straights with equal facility. 
Withal, he does not neglect his 
terps, which are still strong and 
can carry the dance spot in any 
vauder or cafe. 

After Condos’ dance turn, Lester 
takes over to combine new items 
with some of his oldies for top re- 
sults. His takeoff on the old vaude 
acts is clever and “Alaska” number 
still goes over neatly. Jose. 


STEVE 


PHYLLIS ARNOLD 


Singer 

10 Mins. 

Belment-Plaza, N. Y. 

This attractive brunet songstress 
has most of the attributes ncessary 
for the bigtime—a good voice, per- 
sonality, looks and showmanship. 
The one thing that might keep her 
back is her vety close similarity in 
both appearance and styling to 
Ethel Merman. Resemblance in 
their voices is almost amazing and, 
while Miss Arnold may not be try- 
ing to trade on the reputation of 
her more established confrere, her 
choice of material indicates she’s 
fully aware of the similarity. In 
fact, one of her numbers is an an- 
nounced semi-tribute to Miss Mer- 
man’s ability. 

Whether her playing up that 
similarity is good for her is ex- 
tremely doubtful. She'd be wiser 
to forget it and sell herself on her 
own merits, which she demon- 
strates she can do. She tees off 
with “Show Business” (how similar 
ean you get?) and then evidences 
the quality of her own work with 
a feeling rendition of ‘Manhattan 
Towers.” Merman tribute follows, 
with her closer being a reprise of 
“Show Business.” Routine is well- 
set and the gal has what it takes — 
if she forgets the Merman busi- 
Stal. 


160 Mins. 
Village Vanguard, N. Y. 

Newly -arrived in Manhattan 
from Detroit, where she broke into 
elub work, Shaye Cogan is a 
blonde beaut whose song styling 
closely parallels her looks. Appar- 
ently a youngster, she has a well- 
trained. middile-register voice 
which she uses capably. Best part 
of her work is her unique styling, 
evidencing considerable study. She 
projects extremely well in the 
ultra-intime Village Vanguard. 

Miss Cogan sells boi: the dream 
stuff and faster tunes with equal 
facility. She opens here with a 
touchy “Let’s Keep It Casual” and 
then swings into a neat arrange- 
ment of “I Want a Little Boy.” 
Closer is “It’s the Little Things 
You Do That Count” for a good 
pace-changer. Choice of tunes is 
okay but selection of at least one 


more impact to her work. 
Whether she can sell as well in 
a large room is questionable, but 


'She’s definitely primed for the bet- 


ter-class intimate spots. Stal. 


BETTY GEORGE 
Songs 

6 Mins. 

Hetel St. Moritz. N. Y. 

Formerly a chirper for a string 
of name bands including Glen 
Gray, Sam Donahue, et. al, Betty 
George is now striking out on her 


own as a single. She’s a pleasant 
package whose dark-haired physical 





rt gowning. 
veniently takes in a wide range to 


‘more be-bop would help build 
better-known song would have lent | 


a 


New Acts 


include Spanish, Greek and 
American tunes for B 
= clientele. this spet's 

ere at this choice mi 
bistro adjacent to Central Pen 
Miss George does a fair delivery ai 
novelty numbers such as “Squeeze 
Me,” but her real forte lies in the 
Latino tunes. She pipes “Chiy 
Chiu” with a neat sense of r 
a. by sock salesm 

use approprizte tures. 
With further camettbone on 
ing her natural versatility, she may 
ultimately carve a niche for her. 
self in a Broadway musical. 

Gilb. 


TOM SCOTT 
Songs 

12 Mins, — 

Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 

Tom Scott, making his class cafe 
debut at the Hotel Pierre's Co. 
tillion room, is a familiar name te 
concert audiences having made 
several appearances in New York's 
longhair emporia. He's an accom- 
plished balladeer with a catalog of 
authentic American folk - tunes 
whieh are projected with feeling 
and authority. Pipes, in the brass 
baritone register, hit the audiences 
nicely and are of the calibre that 
warrant encores. He provides own 
guitar accompaniment. 

In this tune groupings, he in- 
cludes several spirituals, but these 
tunes do-not achieve the feeling 
that he gets out of his ballads. The 
spirituals he does are unfamiliar 
to the general run of cafe audi- 
ences. But primarily, he’s superior 
at ballads so that the spiritual 
offerings are anti-climactic. 

Nonetheless, Scott is a good bet 
for arty cafes, and his clean eut 
appearance would aid him in fill- 
ing a legit spot. Jose. 


HOCTOR & BYRD 
Dance 

13 Mims. 

Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 

Hoctor and Byrd, who have ap- 

peared in “Call Me Mister” im- 
press as being ideally suited for 
the class cafe circuits. This youth- 
ful and clean-cut duo have a skill- 
ful blend of tap and ballet rou- 
tined into neat commercial pat- 
terns. 
Most of their efforts are concen- 
trated om tap work, but inter- 
spersed with their cleating are 
good leaps, clever spins, and a 
savvy of what audiences want. 
They do some solo stints as well 
with the boy knocking off pleasing 
tap designs, while the girl offers a 
tasty ballet sequence. The breakup 
into solo parts, gives the femme a 
chance to change costumes. 

The pair having shown ability in 
legit and cafes, could do well in 
any visual entertainment medium. 

Jose. 


MELROSE COLBERT 
Sengs 3 

9 Mins. 

Village Vanguard, N. Y. 

A sepia songstress with a fair 
blues voice, Melrose Colbert is 
making her New York anitery 
preem here. Her styling is along 
standard lines, with her best work 
—some neat be-bop  breaks— 
sounding like imitations of better- 
known, established thrushes. Her 
pipes are extremely heavy and, 
with her playing too close to the 
mike, sound overly voluminous. 

Choice of tunes could be im- 
proved on, since the first three are 
all sung at the same tempo. She 
partially negates the mood 
“Don’t Worry "Bout Me” by speed- 
ing the beat. “I Could Make You 
Care” is better, but her “Without 
a Song” loses punch since it main- 
tains the same rhythm. Best tune 
is “Sometimes I’m Happy,” im 
which she wraps up a scat chorus 
with good results. Inclusion Ps 
act. Stal. 


JACK PARKER 

Juggier 

9 Mins. 

Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 
Jack Parker, on his first major 

cafe assignment in New York, im- 

presses with the fact that he’s had 

considerable experience in jugs 

ing. He’s an excellent manipulator 

of Indian clubs and balls, display- 

ing expert execution of intricate 
tterns. 

”" meats infuses a nice brand of 

humor into his work with frequent 

departures from the standard jug- 
ing designs. 

on of youthful appearance and 





can fill vaude stands a 








‘ 
i i 
: : .. 








ie 











7a TPSR ESHER S 


ssTs 


PeRGRm ERT 


P- 


‘or 
h- 
il 


at- 


of 




















VARIETY 





Wednesday, March 81, 1948 





- 


House Reviews 











Strand, N. Y. 

de Thornhill Orch (18) 
oan Clone Williams and Fran War- 
ren; Helene & Howard, Morey 
Amsterdam; “April Showers” 
(WB), reviewed im, VARIETY 
March 10, "48. 





This is the week where there 
isn’t much room for error, box- 
office - wise. It doesn’t matter 
what the theatre is, or whatever 
the entertainment—Easter Week 
jis going to do biz on Broadway 
even with a bill of nothing but 
Japanese acrobats. 

Now, of course, there’s no af- 
finity between the current Strand 
pill and Jap acrobats. Claude 
Thornhill at the piano paces an 
entertaining band. Morey Am- 
sterdam has a rather disarming 
way of telling jokes. And Helene 
and Howard, a comedy dance team, 
gather their quota of laughs. An- 
other plus-factor is the staging and 
lighting. It all adds up to satis- 
factory entertainment, though 
there have been times when it’s 
been much better. 

There are few bands with a flair 
for arrangements that Thornhill 
gives to this outfit. He’s a self-ef- 
facing maestro at the black-and- 
whites, and there’s never a mo- 
ment when his group’s nine-brass, 
four rhythm and five-reed combo 
isn’t contributing a full measure of 
entertainment. With the outfit are 
singers Gene Williams and Fran 
Warren, both of whom manage to 
win their share of attention, espe- 
cially the girl. 

Amsterdam skirts the precari- 
ous with his gags, which, many of 
them, are out of the nitery mold. 
But he’s a funster who keeps 

unching all the time, an object 
em for the younger comics with 
too great a sensitivity to their sit- 
on-their-hands audiences. Amster- 
dam hits clinkers with some of his 
jokes, either because they're so 
old or so bad, but he’s always 
punching whatever the reception. 


Helene and Howard are a mixed 

ir with strong memories of the 

ind of act that the late Roy Rog- 

an and Jeanne Lorraine (now 

orraine Rognan) did so well until 
the Lisbon Clipper crash of some 
years ago broke up the act. Helene 
especially is doing the same kind 
of comedy biz done by the Rognan 
girl. They're an entertaining pair 
on their own, however, but should 
avoid duplication. Come to think 
of it, though, there’s hardly an act 
around that hasn’t borrowed a lit- 
tle here, a little there. 


This good-looking pair starts off 
doing straight: ballroom acros— 
and the lifts are pretty good, too— 
then suddenly they go into the 
comedy stuff that has for its 
clincher finale a takeoff on jitter- 
bugs. Kahn. 





Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, March 27. 
Maureen Cannon, The Debonairs 
(5), Coley Worth & Marcia Mann, 
Fredarrys (3): “Three Daring 
Daughters” (M-G). 





Holiday crowds who are swelling 
Capitol grosses current stanza, 
seem enthusiastic about vaude lay- 
out, though it is sans big name or 
Showstopper. Quartet of acts is 
pleasant and mostly routine. 

- Though Maureen (“Up in Central 
Pg ) Cannon gets marquee bill- 
ng, payees single out “The Debon- 
for headline attention. Group 
of five men, garbed in white-tie-and 
, have a hep act well-suited for 
Sy body's stage, vaude or nitery. 
: mbining terp and vocals, they do 
Me numbers, both on novelty 
nes. i First, “No Worries, No 
Ss," is a round-robin’ with 
Sestures, depending for effect on 
Split-second timing and coordina- 
tion. Second is the sure-fire 
Machine Age” number, with top- 
notch Precision dancing. 

Miss Cannon makes mild impres- 
sion with trio of ballads, “If This 
Isn't Love,” “Aintcha Ever Coming 
pack, and the “Finian’s Rain- 
Get hit, “That Great Come-and- 
i It Day.” Despite her Broadway 

ckground, chantoosey lacks flare 
and showmanship necessary to put 
a tune across in a house this size. 
Voice is pleasant but unexciting. 
Coley Worth, with femme assis- 
tant Marcia Winn, do okay in comic 
Spot, with assorted inanities, in 
ane dance, fiddle and gags. 
‘“tways popular here, comic gets 
300d share of laughs. 

Fredarrys, European trio of 
Cyclists, raise curtain and payees’ 


hair with some truly daring stunt 
on a variety of wheels. Working 
solo and in various combos, eam 
does stunts right out of Ripley, like 
jumping rope and twirling in air 
on bicycles. Big Top routine garn- 
ers rousing reception. Lowe. 





State-Lake, Chi 
Chicago, March 26. 
Kathryn Grayson & Johnnie 
Johnston, Jan Murray, Rudy Car- 
denas, Castle Sisters (2), Henry 
Brandon Orch (18); “Adventures 
of Casanova” (EL). 


Although the emcee format of 
the ’20s hasn’t been exhumed as 
part of the current nostalgia (how 
nostalgic can you get?), Jan Mur- 
ray proves that the form can be 
reapplied with punch. Comic’s deft 
introes and entre-act yock sessions 
give sustained drive to the layout. 

Castle Sisters’ terp opener has 
them wearing mandarin jackets 
which they shed for two-piece 
briefies in tapping out standard 
routines for okay returns. Black- 
garbed Rudy Cardenas repeats the 
stick, ball and hat manipulations 
that scored with Empire Room pa- 


juggler wins salvos. 

Johnnie Johnston turns in top 
vocal of “Old Black Magic.” Sing- 
er’s rewarding go at a Gershwin 
medley of five tunes is followed by 


a yen to croon. Familiar bit gets 
a better than average payoff with 
Murray supplying “yi’s” in “S.A. 
Take It Away.” Comic’s interim 
stuff as a pappy whose kid spurns 
cereals is somewhat on the nitery 
side. 

Johnston switches from business 
suit to tux in fronting orch for 
Kathryn Grayson’s trilling of an 
operatic aria and “Tales From the 
Vienna Woods.” Both bring ample 
response, plus a bonus for “‘Jeal- 
ousy.” Johnston latches on for a 
girl-swain refrain and they close 
to brisk hand with dueting of ‘““The 
Song Is You.” Baxt. 


RKO. Beston 
Boston, March 26. 
John. Calvert, Mayo Bros., 3 X- 
treems, Larry Flint house Orch; 
“Panhandle” (Mono). 


John Calvert’s layout dominates 
this sparse stage bill, the two acts 
teeing the show off proving okay 
but not strong enough to warm 
up the audience. 

Mayo Bros., solid performers, do 
a standard tap routine, finishing 
with a patter and acro stuff for 
good reception. Three X-treems, 
depending mostly on wide physical 
contrast, horse around, do a few 
terp routines and wind with a 
comic ballet bit that gets cordial 
reception. 

Calvert does about five produc- 
tions, most of them sleight-of-hand 
gags with his Merry Maids of 
Magic lending decor. Standout is 
Calvert’s work with the customers. 
He gets about 20 of them on stage 
for mass hypnotism which wows 
the stubholders. Finale is behead- 
ing with an electric saw. 


off balance, Calvert’s stage man- 
ager having planed out for emer- 
gency illness at home. Result was 
a couple of tricks failed to work 
and a couple of musical numbers 
got mixed up, but this only served 
to demonstrate Calvert's ' savoir 
faire in handling an unruly audi- 
ence and putting on a sock show 
despite handicaps. Addition to 
show is a trio of femmes, a violin- 
ist, pianist and singer, who do an 
arty musical number. Biz was off 
at opener, but picked up after 
Good Friday let-down. Elie. 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, March 26. 
Elton Britt, Sybil Bowan, Curry, 
Boyd & Leroy, The Latinos, Chas. 
Carrer, Les Rhode House Orch; 
“Treasure of Sierra Madre” (WB). 


Oddly assorted layout here 
doesn’t add up to consistent play- 
ing for the stubholders, who react 
in sporadic fashion. 

Topliners Elton Britt and Sybil 
Bowan offer a complete contrast 
in variety, with the corn the “cow- 
boy” purveys a startling switch 
ftom Miss Bowan’s British music 
hall type of mimicry. 

Britt’s assortment of hillbilly 
and western songs are okay with 
those who like that stuff. At 





show caught, that element didn’t 


‘ons here last fall. Hardworking | . 
trons here last fall ard wo! g ‘ceed reves Jou. tha Apoile’s. eur 


banter in which Murray builds up | 


First show caught the production 





number enough to rack up too 
healthy a reception. Not that his 
turn isn’t projected in apt manner. 
He does the recording hits he’s 
identified with, tosses in some well 
turned yodeling and accomps sel‘ 
nicely on the guitar. 


but her act, as presently consti- 
tuted, isn’t larded with enough of 
commercial stuff to bring it into 
sock class. Idea of changing cos- 
tume and character before the aud 
is a good one. Best sequence in her 
series is the Gracie Fields bit, plus 
the Beatrice Lilliesh limnings. 

Balance of show is fair. Charles 
Carrer @arns neat reception with 
juggling and balancing. Comedy 
ballroomology of Curry, Byrd and 
Leroy has been seen here before. 
‘Garner laughs with the drunk 
| sequence. 
the wires is standard, with the top- 
per the leap-through-hoop for boff 
hand. 

Lés Rhode and house orch turn 
in usual competent job on the 
backgrounding. Lary. 





Apollo, N. Y. 


| Annisteen Allen, Paul Brecken- 


bridge, Bull Moose Jackson; Tip & | 


'Toe, Garner & Wilson, The Mar- 
ltingales (2); “I Cover the Big 
'Town” (Par). 


lrent session. A fave here, Millin- 
|der should keep the tickets busy. 
|Opening day, 
| weekend had them standing up. 
Millinder’s outfit, 
| three rhythm, five saxes, 5 brass, 
offer a varied routine that has 
| audience whistling and stomping 
most of the time. After a siz- 
izling opener, Annisteen Allen, per- 
|sonable songstress, neatly does a 
couple of rhythm tunes. The 
Martingales, ofay mixed team, fol- 
low and win enthusiastic reception 
for their slick acro-contortions. 
Their adagio routining lifts turn 
| above stereotype routines of sim- 
lilar acts. 

Millinder, who fronts capably 
and energetically, waves his crew 
into a sweet arrangement of “Blue 
Skies” and a symphonic touch on 
“Sabre Dance” for additional ap- 
preciation. In these he gives sev- 
eral of the sidemen an inning for 
sock tootling that. help materially 
on the overall results. 

Garner and Wilson, male com- 
edy duo, take over for crossfire 
gab that’s plenty corny but it does 
very well here. They top gab with 
some solid hoofing and off to nice 
returns. Bull Moose’ Jackson, 
flanked by three other sidemen 
billed as The Bearcats, go to town 
instrumentally on a trio of com- 
edy numbers, with the former 
handling vocals to nice returns. 
Paul Breckenbridge, other band 
vocalist, scores with his tenoring 
of a brace of ballads. Tip, Tap & 
Toe close and practically cop the 
show with their solid standard 
hoofing, giving them everything in 
the book and walking off to heavy 
palm-whacking. Edba. 


Nostalgic Turns Steal 
Show at NVA Benefit; 
Adds 86 to Welfare Fund 


Nostalgia ran rampant at the 33d 
annual benefit of National Variety 
Artists at the perial theatre, 
N. Y., Sunday (28) night. Although 
far from a sellout despite slicing of 
top from $25 to $15, there was 
plenty of “snow” dressing in the 
house to make it look like a sellout. 
When seat sales began to lag there 
was a hasty distribution of ducats 
among indigent members of the 
NVA, who had a night of it thanks 
to Lou Handin, prexy, and Joe 
Verdi, chairman of the welfare 
committee, who also chairmanned 
the benefit. Hence it was nostalgic 
or both sides of the footlights. De- 
spite the lagging b.o., the 40-page 
souvenir program, studded with 
paid greetings from almost every- 
body who is anybody in show biz, 
bolstered the take for about $17,- 
000 gross, which should net the 
| welfare fund of the NVA $8,000 
pens tax bite, promotional ex- 











penses and Theatre Authority 15% 
nick is deducted, which accumula- 
tively will amount to 50% of the 
gross. 

To be sure there were plenty dis- 
appointments in non-appearance of 
names programed failing to show, 
but nevertheless those who did 
contributed their best to the three- 
) and-a-half hour show, which was 

(Continued on page 58) 





Miss Bowan is an adept mimic, | 


The Latinos work on| 


Lucky Millinder Band (13) with | 


Lucky Millinder band and col- | 


Good Friday, at- | 
|'tendance was somewhat off but | 


comprising | 





ey 


(M) 





WEEK OF MARCH 31 


whether full or split week. 


Paramount; 


Letter in parentheses indicates cirenit: 
Moss; (P) 


(I) Indepe 


mt; (L) 


Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show. 


(RB) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 1 
Tex Beneke Orc 
Dean Martin 
Jerry Lewis 
Music Hall (1) 1 
Paul Haakon 
Stephanie Antle 
Paul Franke 
A Andree & Bonnie 
Bellak & Elaine 
Rockettes 
Corps de 
Glee Club 
Sym Ore 
Paramount (P) 31 
i Ri®h Bad 


Ballet 





| Buddy 
Mills Bros 
Dean. Murphy 
The Colstons 


Roxy (1) 31 


Art Mooney Orc 
Galli Sis 

Betty Bruce 

Al Bernie 

Salici Puppets 
| Strand (W) 2 
|; Claude Thornhill O 
| Helene & Howard 
Morey Amsterdam 

BRONX 

Windsor (I) 2-4 
Bobby Rollins 
| Beau Jenkins 
| Skating Macks 
Foran Sis 


| BROOKLYN 
| Flatbush (I) 2-4 


| Morris & Ryan 
Wilfred Mae 3 
Gee & Whiz 
Don Hooton 
QUEENS 
| Jamaica (1) 31-3 
Tanit Ikao 
Malone & Sharon 
Wilkie & Dare 
Tom Barry 
| Milo & Moran 
| Bert Gilbert 
(two to fill) 


BALTIMORE~- 
Hippodrome (1) 1 
Don Henry 3 
Masters & Rollins 
Clark Dennis 

Royal (1) 2 
Sugar C Robinson 
Mitchell & Gibson 
Roy Milton 
Rimmer Sis 
D Dellan Cats 
Johnny Vegal 

State (I) 1-3 
B & J Peterson 





J Jimae Co 
; Jimmy Reynolds 
| The Jades 
4-7 
DeLeon Sis 
| Kay DeWitt 
Lee Steele 
J Meyand & Eva 
OSTON 
Keith’s (R) 1 
Horace Heidt 
CAMDEN 
Towers (1) 2-4 
Venti & Ward 
Tune Tattlers 
Mary McClanahan 
Milton Douglas 
The Latinos 
CHICAGO 
State-Lake (P) 2 
S Henderson Bd 
Alan Carney 
Johnny Coy Co 
Oriental (I) 1 
Nellie Lutcher 
Tito Guizar 


Ore 








BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 20 
3 Dancettes ~ 
Forsythe 
Seamon & Farrell 
Van Dock 
Hutch 
Craftons 
Ted Ray 
Desmond & Marks 
Beryl Orde 
DeCamp & Dodge 

Royal (M) 2 
Puss in Boots 
Leo Franklin 
Rosalind Melville 
Ernest Arnley 
Jimmy Godden 
Wheeler & Wilson 
Zena Dell 
Gloria Day 

BRIGHTON 
Hippadrens (M) 29 
Ramond Gfris 
G & B Bernard 
Harry Bailey 
Scott Sanders 
Roy & Ray 
Eve Drury Co 
Grafton Sis & 

Jacques 

Henri Vadden Co 
CARDIFF 
New Theatre (S) 20 
Sleeping Beauty 

Freddie Forbes 
Nita Croft 

Phil Sirickland 
Bert Murray 
Billie Love 

Isabel Marden 
Bill Dunckley 
Leon & Kiki 
Hamilton Robins 
Vilma De Boer 
Sidney Trevelya 
Robs &- Globe Is 
Balmoral 4 
Charles Ancaster 
Beaton’s 12 Juves 

CHISWICK 

Empire (8) 29 
Merry Macs 
D & J O'Gorman 
Herschel Henlere 
Kathleen West 
Donald Stuart 
Rob Murray 
Hengler Bros 
FINSBURY PARK 

Empire (M) 29 
Skating Royals 
Borrah Minevitch 
Harmonica Rasc'ls 
Gold & Cordell 
Tovarich Trp 
Roach & Royan 
Leslie Strange 
Ziska 
Sharpe & Tris 
Doyle Kids 

GLASGOW 
Alhambra (M) 28 
Ice Revue 
Cecilia College 

Empire (M) 29 
Trinder Show 
Tommy Trinde 
Ganjou Bros é& 
| Juanita 
| 5 Orlanders 
Woods & Jarrett 
Bemand & Pigeons 





Harrisur, Carroll 
& Ross 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Carl Sands Ore 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 5-7 


HARTFORD 
State (1) 2-4 


Henry Busse Ore 
Martin Bros 
Georgie Kaye 
Acromaniacs 
Vie Damone 
Georgia Gibbs 
HOLYOKE 
Valley Arena (1) 
only 
Bob Chester Orc 
Ann Russell 
Don Rice 
Anson Sis 
Southernaires 
Jackie Cooper 
Lloyd & Willis 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 31 
Chris & Cal 
Marvels 
Phil Regan 
Artie Dann 
4 Evans 
L NEWARK 
Adams (ft) 1 
Joey Adams 
Mark Plant 


Tony Canzoneri 
Connie Haines 
Eddie Peabody 
Pat Rooney 
PATERSON 
Majestic (I) I- 
Hicks & Berry 
Betty Percy 
Sonny Sparks 
Yorke & Pierce 
Jim Wong Trp 
Gonzales Sis 


Val Eddy 


Bert 
The 


Gilbert 
Jades 


Carman (I) 1 
Lew Fitzgibbons 
Bud Sweeney 
Detrick & Diane 
Wayne Marlin 3 

READING 

Rajah (I) 1-3 
Louis Prima Ore 
Jane Wynn 
3 Honey Bros 

ROCKFORD 

Palace (1) 2 


Pat McCaffery 

Paul Walker Orc 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq 


Hal Sands Girls 


Al Schenk 

Jimmy Blair 

3 Harpers 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (L) 1 

Bowes Graduates 
WOONSOCKET 

Capitol 

Herbe Sells 


The Raymonds 
Fabian & Co 


BRITAIN 


Jerry Allen 3 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 29 

Donald Peers 

Rosemary Andree 

Collison & Breen 

Ali Bey 

3 Aberdonians 

[ris Sadler 

Drage 

Vivianne & Trene 

LEEDS 

Empire (M) 29 

O’Doyle Bros & 
Jean 

3 Appletons 

Richman & Jacks 

Rex Ramer 

Joe King 


Joe Loss Bd 
Royal (M) 29 
Red Riding Hood 
Norman Evans 
Margery Manners 
Percy Garside 
Betty Martin 
Gray 
Austin & Worth 
LIVERPOOL 
Empire (M) 28 
2 Redheads 
Jimmy James Co 
Yvonne Watts 
Wood.& Harmer 
2 Valors 
Morton & Kaye 
Delya ' 
Scott & Foster ~ 
Dick Henderson 


Vie Oliver 

Pat Kirkwood 
Fred Emney 
Melachrimo Ore 
Marilyn 
Michael Bentine 
Julie Andrews 
Jean Carson 
Santigo Bd 


Martha Fave 
B Minevitch 
Harmonica 

Yost Royal 


Rasca 


Peter Cavanagh 
M Eddie Gray 
M & H Nesbitt 


S Baba & Rudsa 
J Billings & Diar 
Olsen & Sea Lic 
Stoll (S) 29 
Stars on Tce 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (8S) 
Buster Shaver 
Olive George & 
Richard 
Robin Richmond 
Organ Gdrs Sng 
Gaston Palmer 
Pierrotys 
Betty Jumel 
Norman Carroll 
Floyd & RP’ Nay 
Wright & Marion 
Palace (M) 29 
Dancing Years 
Barry Sinelair 
Nicolette Roeg 





Weody Herman Or 
Don Cummings 
Berk & Hallow 


4 


Stan & Art Catron 


PHILADELPHIA 


Whiz Bang Revue 
Johnny Laddie Co 
Marvin Himmel 
Coleman Clark Co 
2 Ashtons 


(I) 1-4 


Coco Steve & Eddy 


(I) 4 only 


Anthony & Rogers 


“n 


Dick Henderson Jr 


LON 
Hippodrome (M) 29 
Hightower 


Palladium (M) 29 


Is 


Guard 


C Warren & Jean 


3 
na 
yn 


29 


Elizabeth French 


NEWCASTLE 
Empire (M) 29 
Piccadilly Hayride 

Nat Jackley 

4 Hurricanes 

4 Pagolas 

Marienne Lincoln 

Jack Francois 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 29 





Zio 3 

| Max Miller 

|} Alfred Thripp 
| Jokers 

| Johnson Clark 
iA J Powers 
Skating Avalons 


Mariora 

| Marie Wilson 
SHEFF!~PLD 
King’s (M) 29 

| Thanks Memory 

|G H Elliott 

| Gertie Gitana 

| Nellie Wallace 

| Elia Shields 

| Randolph Sutton 

|Tv O'Farrell 

| billy Danvers 

SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Empire (S) 29 


Arthur Askey 
Barna & Brook 
Swain & Swing Sis 
Janet Brown 








Bagatelle 
Dorothy Ross 

Blue Ange) 
Douglas Byng 
Alice Pearce 
Mare Lawrence 
Delta Rhythm Bys 
Eliis Larkin 3 
Hal Cooke 
Jane Harvey 

Cafe Society 

(Downtown) 
Timmie Rogers 
Ginnie Powell 


Fats Pichon 
Cliff Jackson 
Edmund Hall Ore 
Bradley's 
Dorothy Careless 
Vin. Roddie 
F Curbello Ore 
China Doll 
Katharine Chang 
Jack Soo 
Laurie Long 
3 Cantons 
Matt Tuck 
Noro Morales 
J Frase 
Copacabana 
Martin & Lewis 
Vivian Blaine 
Betty Bonnie 
Ward Donovan 
M Durso Ore 
Alveres Orc 
Iceland 
Boyd Heath 
Cc & F Simpson 
Ginger Kinney 
Ben Ribble Ore 
Jack Ripley Line 
Hotel Edison 
Alvy West Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave 
Patricia Bright 
Tony Craig 
Hazel Webster 
Downey & Fonville 
Hotel Belm’t-Plaza 
Georgie Price 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Machito Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Larry Green Ore 
“ Turecamo Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Eddy Howard Or: 
Hotel Lexington 
Pineapple Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
Shep Fields Ore 
Marshal Beard 
Phil Romayne 
Terry Brent 
Jay Martin 
Muriel Pack 
Janice Hamilton 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Dick Jurgens Orc 
Hotel Pierre 
Patricia. Windsor 
Lanvtire & Verna 
Stan Fisher 
Van Smith Ore 
Chas Reader Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Mata & Hari 
Choral Octet 
H Sandler Ore 
Alverez Mera 
Juenger Ballet Line 
Hotel Plaza 
Hildegarde 
Joel Herron Ore 
Salvatore Gioe 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Lawrence Welk Orc 
Hotel St Moritz 
Mencont Ore 
Hotel St Regis 
Dave Apollon 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Evalyn Tyner 
Frances Maddux 
Laszlo & Pepito 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Charlie Drew 


Blackhawk 
Art Kassel 
Gloria Hart 
Shirley Lane 
Phil Mariquin 
Chez Paree 
Marty Gould Ore 
Jackie Green 
Jack Cole Dancers 
Joe Kovac Orch 
Ches Adorables 12 
Connie Haines 
Hotel lackstone 
Ray Morton Ore 
Lucienne Boyer 
Hotel Bismark 
J Sudy Ore 
Benno Delson O 
| Tracy Sisters (2) 
Leonore 
Georgie Gobel 
Paulens (2) 
Helsings 
Al Morgan 
Bill Chandler Ore 
Alwite & Blue 
Mike Young 
Guy Raymond 





Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 





Keefe Bros & 
Annette 
Mills Sis & 
Michael 
Bunny Doyle 
Cleef & Moroney 
SOUTHSEA 
King’s (M) 29 
Traveller's Joy 
Yvonne Arnaud 
Chas Victor 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 29 
On With Modley 
Albert Modley 
J Curry Co 
Billy West & 
Harmony Boys 
Balaguer 3 
Lynda Ross 
Bert Linden 
Highland Pipers 
Zio Angels 
Wonder Starlets 
woob GREEN 
Empire (S) 29 
D Reinhardt 
S Grappelly 
French Hot 
Club 5 
George Lacy 
George Noonan 
Michael O' Duffy 
A Fontenay Co 
Charles Cameron 
Laureys 
Heiga Stone 

















eff Clay 
Michael Durso Ore 
Fernando Alvarez O 
El Chice 
Fernanda Crespa 
Conde Luis 
Victoria Barcelo 
Rita & Rozino 
Los Panchos 
Embassy 
Belmonts 
Fisher & White 
Louis Varano Ore 
Jose Cortez Ore 
Harem 
Diosa Costello 
Elissa Jayne 
John Elliot 
Dennis Sis 
Nevada Smith 
Desi Arnaz Ore 
Art Roman O 
Havana- Madrid 
Joaquin Garay 
Pilar Gomez 
Volita Argueso 
Taylor Line 
Saccassas Ore 
Hotel Warwick 
Alan McPaige 8 
Jan August 


La Martinique 
Jack Carter 
Frances Faye 
Freddie Stewart 
Raiph Font Ore 
Taylor Line 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Art Waner Ore 
Sherry Britton 
Nils & Nadyne 
Lyda & Yanni 
Toby Deane 
Peggy Palmer 
Danny Sullivan 
Shepard Line 
Old Roumanias 
Sadie Banks 
Don Tannen 
Bella Smaro 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
D’Aquila Ore 

‘Latin Quarter 
Marion Manners 
Buddy Lester 
Hermanos Wms 8 
Steve Condos 
Patricia Adair 
C & T Valdez 
Arthur Laurent 
Bon Vivants 
Vincent Travers O 
Penthouse Club 
Maxine Sullivan 
Teri Josefovits 


Ruban Blew 
Pierre Cartier 
Judy Gershwin 
Mervyn Nelson 
Daphne Hellman 
Franklin & Moore 
Normann Paris 8 
Wally Blacker 
Spivy’s 
Spivy 
Mary McCarty 
Hayes Gordon 
Versailles 
Carl Brisson 
Bob Grant Ore 
Panchito Ore, 
Village Bars 
Piute Pete 
Kay Carole 
Cordano & Coriane 
Populaires 
Buccaneers Ore 
Village Vanguard 
Paula Drake 
Cedric Wallace 8 
Shaye Cogan 
Melrose Colbert 


Waldorf- Astoria 

Donald Richards 

Lamouret 

Emil Coleman Ore 





Misha Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


H Edgewater Beach 
Gil Maison 
Myrtil & Picaud 
George Olsen Ore 
Preston Lambert 
Marian Fedele 
D Hild Dancrs (12) 
Hotel Shermap 
Herbie Fields Ore 
Kay Starr 
Sonny Howard 
Mead Lux Lewis 
Carl Marx 
Gingie Nichols 
almer wore 
Skinnay Ennis Ore 
Rosalind Courtrig 
McCarthy & F 
Cc Kaly Dners (4 
Lenora Edwin 
Hotel Stevens 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Rudy Richards 
The P¥estons (2) 
Jean Arlen 
Matian Spel 
Manvel Del ee, 
Jerry Rehfield 
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West 


End B.0. Hits Slump; ‘Brigadoon’ 
Set Back: Happiest, ‘Eyes’ OK Bows 





London, March 30. * 


Prince Littler has postponed 
staging the American hit musical, 
“Brigadoon,” until next February. 
Originally production of the fan- 
tasy was scheduled for June and 
moveback is attributed to lack of 
a suitable theatre. 

Meanwhile, West End business 


Freedley Approached 
To Do Texas Fair Show 


- Dallas, March 30. 
Vinton Freedley has been ap- 
proached to produce a new musical 





has hit a sudden slump with show- 
folk ascribing the changed b.o. | 
conditions to exceptionally mild | 
weather, expected daylight saving | 
time, and the general European | 
uncertainty. Unaffected by dwin- | 
dling patronage are “Oklahoma!”, | 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” “Bless the 
Bride.” “Starlight Roof,” “Tup- 
pence” and “Together Again.” 
Non-musicals including “Anna 
Lucasta,” “Edward, My Son,” “I 
Remember Mama,” “Present 
Laughter” and “Relapse” are still 
outstanding despite the slide in at- 
tendance. Film theatres and retail 
stores, however, also have experi- 
enced a sharp drop in revenues. 
“Happiest Years of Your Life,” 
a hilarious new farce by new au- 
thor John Dighton, bowed Monday 
(29) at the Apollo theatre. Gen- 
erally well acted, the play was 
splendidly received. Plot revolves 
about an evacuated girls school 
wich is accidentally billeted upon 
a boys academy. Margaret Ruther- 
ford scores as the headmistress. 
“Dark Eyes” premiered at the 
Strand theatre last Wednesday 
(24) to an enthusiastic audience. 


Press was generally favorable, con- | 


sidering the show as amusing non- 
sense but well done. Presented 
by Linnit & Dunfee, with Davis & 
Severn, of New York, associated, 
play is rated as having an even 
chance. 

Following calls for the piece’s 
co-author, Elena Miramova (who 
wrote it with Eugenie Leonio- 
vitch), made a short address from 
her box. Eugenia Delarova, Irina 
Baronova and Polly Rowles scored 
as the three Russian ballerinas 
while Yul Brynner registered as 
Prince Nikolai. Charles Goldner 
ably handled the direction. 


ET’s $19,300 Budget 
For ‘Ballet Ballads’ 
Stirs Sharp Protests 


Preparation for Experimental 
Theatre’s “Ballet Ballads,” slated 
to finale ET’s season, started last 





week to the accompaniment of a. 


strong protest from Vinton Freed- 
ley to Cheryl Crawford over the 
finances involved. 


Miss Crawford, who is to pro- 
duce “Ballet” for ET, has set a 


comedy to preem here next Oc- 
tober in connection with the an- 
nual state fair. _He’s indicated in- 
terest, but is trying to find a suit- 
able script. If the idea jellis, the 
producer would own the show and 
take it on tour, then to Broadway 
after the local run. 

As the Mary Martin company of 
“Annie Get Your Gun” demon- 
strated here last year, it’s possible 
to pay off virtually the whole pro- 
duction cost of a click musical on 
the profits from an engagement 
‘here in connection with the state 
fair. If Freedley decides not to 
do the show it may be produced 
‘locally, with advice and assistance 
‘from the American National The- 
latre & Academy office in New 
| York. Jack Rosenfield heads the 
|!ocal committee in charge of the 
| project. 


Coal Situation 
- Threatens Met Op 





The Metropolitan Opera Assn. 
pulled out of New York Monday 
(29) on the longest tour in its 
history, with its transportation 
schedule newly rearranged and 
threat of curtailment of the trip 
still hanging over the company’s 
head due to the coal situation. 
| Troupe is performing in Baltimore, 
Richmond and Atlanta this week, 
‘and in Chattanooga, Memphis and 
Dallas next week. 

Original railroading plans made 
jup on basis of special trains had 
\to be revised. Special train to Bal- 
timore was cancelled, five cars be- 
ing added to regular trains, and 
two special trains out of Richmond 
were given up. Company was split 
up this week, to meet in Memphis 
next week, where group will total 
325. 

Going should be easy from Mem- 
phis, where oilburners will be 
| used, company leaving for rest of 
'trip in two special trains, one of 
|seven sleepers and diner, other of 
|11 sleepers. Twenty-three baggage 
‘cars will be used in all, in scat- 
\tered assignments, depending on 
|scenery needed in a particular city. 
Company is headed for the Coast 
| for the first time in 40 years, with 
,a two-week stop in Los Angeles. 








production nut of $19,300. Freed- | Other new stops are Denver and 


ley, as president of the American 
National Theatre and Academy, 
which sponsors ET, declared the 


cost excessive, that ANTA tho-> 
fore cannot underwrite the extra 
outlay, adding that it’s doubtful 
“Ballet” comes within the scope of 
ET. Latter is designed to encour- 
age new playwrighting talent. 

At the start of the ET season 
subscriptions totaled $67,000 and it 
was decided to allot-$11,000 for 
each of the six ‘attractions. The 
number of shows to be done was 
then definite but only two plays 
to be presented were selected by 
the ET committee headed by Clar- 
ence Derwent, to whom Freedley 
also protested. Latter insists that 
each attraction or unit will stick 


to its budgetary limit and if added | 


money is used it must be financed 
outside of ANTA. 


It’s explained that it costs $6,000 
weekly to operate the Elliott thea- 


tre, where the ET shows are held. | 


Production costs scheduled for 
“Ballet” indicate that expenses 
other than settings call for more 


money than used for other ET. 


shows so far this season. Two 
pianists engaged for six weeks are 
to be used during rehearsals, and 
at least one ballet dance specialist 
is being brought on from Cali- 
fornia. 

Fifth attraction for ET will be 
“Six O’Clock Theatre,” a group of 
three playlets to be presented for 
one week starting April 11. “Bal- 
let” is due in May. 





Mary Mason and Judith Abbott 
have dropped their option on “The 
Piper's Song.”” John Scharm’s anti- 
war fantasy, which they had in- 
tended to produce this spring. 


|Linecoln, Neb. The Met will skip 
, Chicago this year, due to lack of 
‘time. 

' Minimum guarantee for a Met 
performance in various cities is re- 
ported at $16,500, with the Met fig- 
ured to profit at each gstand. In 
L.A., civic group headed by 
‘Charles H. Strub is guaranteeing 
14 performances at $22,000 each, as 
_well as the transportation costs 
'from Dallas to L.A. and thence to 
Denver. Most of Met regulars are 
making the trip, including Lauritz 
'Melchior and Helen Traubel. Lily 
Pons sang in Boston last week but 
isn’t scheduled to make the long 
haul. Tour will end up in Roches- 
tem N. Y., May 17. 








Classics for Concert? 


Mare Daniels, who staged a 
triple-bill of comedy scenes from 
Shakespeare and Moliere for re- 
cent Equity Library Theatre pres- 
entation, plans to arrange concert 
bookings for such a show. next fall 
and winter. He may also set up 
such a show as a package to tour 
strawhats this summer. However, 
ihe latter would probably be more 
costly, as it would require a name 
lead. 

His wife, Meg Mundy, is fea- 
tured in the New Stages produc- 
tion of Jean-Paul Sartre’s one- 
acter, “The Respectful Prostitute,” 
at the Cort, N.Y. 





Texas ‘Claudia’ Tour 
Dallas, March 30. 

The Dallas Little Theatre Play- 
ers have just completed a 1,000- 
mile tour with “Claudia.” 

The Rose Franken play opened 
here in January and since then 
has toured five Texas cities. 


ROMBERG SET FOR 10TH 
ANNUAL CONCERT TOUR 


Sigmund Romberg will start his 
10th axinual concert tour at the 
Mosque theatre, Newark, April 24. 
Full route hasn’t been lined up as 
yet by Harry D. Squires, but it’s 
expected to last around four weeks. 

Romberg, in addition to his reg- 
ular tour, will be guest conductor 
at Robin Hood Dell, Philadelphia, 
July 8; Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., 
July 10, and Hollywood Bowl, July 
14, 


a 
Boat’ Top Road 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” “Okla- 
homa,” and “Show-Boat” were last 
|week’s top grossers among road 
| shows. , 
| “Annie,” which has been out of 
‘Chicago for a month, estabiished a 
|new record in Cleveland by getting 
$64,000, and in one week in Roch- 
lester, N. Y., got $56,000. Two-week 
date in Pittsburgh concluded last 
Saturday (27); including Holy 
| Week takings of $42,500 the gross 
| was $85,500. Show is currently in 
Hershey, Pa., for a full week, few 
shows playing that community for 
eight performances. 











bert and Dorothy Fields, with Irv- 
ing Berlin, will make four stands 
on the way to the Coast, playing 
a full week in Richmond, Cincin- 
nati, Des Moines and Oklahoma 
|City. Mdsical is due on the Coast 
|May 3, splitting eight weeks be- 
itween Los Angeles and San Fran- 
| cisco. 

“O Mistress Mine” and “Antony 
and Cleopatra” topped straight 
plays on tour last week, both get- 
ting close to $30,000 in Los An- 
geles and Baltimore, respeetively. 


Green’s ‘Partners’ Looks 
Moderate Success After 
British Provinces Bow 


London, March 22. 

Harry Green’s “Partners in 
Crime,” modernized version of 
Montague Glass and Jules Eckert 
Goodman’s “Potash and Perlmut- 
ter Detectives,” done in New York 
some 20 years agm, has finally been 
staged by Firth Shephard at the 
Pavilion, Bournemouth, prior to its 
London opening. 

Play, which stars Green, who 
also coproduced with Laurence 
Green, Shephard’s. regular pro- 
ducer, was to have been staged 
late last year, but persistent hit 
of “Fifty-Fifty,” the Shephard 
show which starred Green at the 
Strand theatre, held up produc- 
tion, also causing Bud Flanagan, 
who was to have costarred with 
Green, to re-form the “Crazy 
Gang” for Jack Hylton. 

“Gang,” after eight months at 
the Victoria Palace, has proved 
such a hit that Flanagan has had 
to forego the Green offer result- 
ing in his having to go to New 
York to find someone to replace 
him. He managed to secure Rob- 
ert Leonard, known in England as 
one of the creators of the “Perl- 
mutter” role, but Leonard died 
suddenly when’ due to’ sail for 
England late last year. 

However, Green has been for- 
tunate in getting Julian Gold, a 
newcomer from the East Side, who 
made a name for himself early last 
year in “The King of Lampedusa,” 
which despite being done in Yid- 
dish managed to attract the West- 
enders. Inclusion of Gold in cast 
has meant that Green has had to 
forego the “Potash” role, giving 

















ing Perlmutter. 

Show starts at slow pace, but 
gains momentum in second act fail- 
ing to hold up in closing act, with 
| cast 
|lines. . But it seems obvious that 
it will improve with further play- 
|ing, and by the time it has finished 
‘Blackpool, Manchester, Liverpool 
and Leeds, giving it five weeks in 
provinces, should be ready for West 
End showing end of April. 

Show is expected to go to the 
Savoy, but as Shephard’s 
With Father” is still doing good 
‘biz, it may be staged at another. 
house, with Shephard claiming he 





tres. When whipped into shape, 
|play has chance of moderate suc- 
cess. Rege. 


Rodgers and Hammerstein-pro- | 
duced “Annie,” authored by Her- | 


it to the former, with himself play- | 


stepping on one another’s | 


“Life | 
| The George Spelvin Players, di- comedian 


‘Streetcar, ‘Roberts, ‘Command 
Cited at 2d Annual Perry Dinner 





Hurok Wins 66 Verdict 
On Govt. Tax Protest 


Impresario Sol Hurok will re- 
ceive aboui $6,000 from the U. S. 
Government, as result of decision 
by Judge Vincent L. Leibell in 
N. Y. federal court, last week (24). 
Money represents social security 
and unemployment insurance which 
the Hurok Attractions, Inc., paid 
the Government under protest 
from 1939 to 1942 for the Serge 
| Jaroff Don Cossack chorus, which 
Hurok then managed . 

Government had insisted that 
| employer-employee relations ex- 
|isted between Hurok and Cossacks, 
while former claimed he had only 
a managerial contract and chorus 
| was not his employee. He brought 
| suite against Collector of Internal 
Revenue and the Government for 
tax refund, and Judge Leibell or- 
dered the money returned. It’s 
understood the Government won't 





|contest Judge Leibell’s decision. 





Cite Aid to Equity 


At Equity’s membership meeting 
last week in N. Y. it was expected 
that some criticism of alien actors, 
principally British, might be voiced 
from the floor, but no such re- 
marks were heard after Paul Dull- 
zell covered the issue in his quar- 
terly report. Executive secretary 
contended that appearances of 
English actors over here’ often 
helped employment rather than 
impaired it. He pointed out pro- 
ducers have abandoned some plays 
when unable to secure talent from 
abroad which they deemed vital to 
the desired performances. 

Dullzell said, too, that income 
from alien actors is important to 
Equity annually, since such talent 
'pays the association 5% of their 
isalaries. Understood that one Eng- 
\lish star paid over $18,000 during 
one season. Approximate total 
from alien actors during the past 
year was not set forth but Dullzell 
pointed out the almost invariable 
compliance of the visitors when 
asked to participate in benefit per- 
formances for theatrical charities. 


Shows Due for D.C. 
Defer to Segregation, 











Although Marcus Heiman has 
given no indication of intending 
to abandon the present racial 
‘segregation policy mext season at 
the National theatre, Washington, 
next sedson, managers are tenta- 
tively booking touring shows at 
that house for the fall and winter. 
However, they’re also booking 
alternate theatres for those same 
weeks. 


Idea is to have playing time 
staked out for the admittedly de- 
sirable National in case the segre- 
gation policy is rescinded. But if 
‘the policy is retained, as Heiman 
| has repeatedly indicated he intends 
‘doing, the shows would be routed 
to other cities, where the alter- 
nate time is set. Under the Equity- 
|League of N. Y. Theatres contract, 
lactors may not play the National 
next season if the segregation rule 
is still in force. 


As far as known, the only time 
the segregation policy has been 
'waived at the National was during 
the run of “This Is the Army” 
‘there. 


According to those in the man- 
agement end of “Army” at that 
time, only a trifling number of pa- 
trons demanded refunds because 
of the mixed-seating arrangement. 
|Similar situation occurred when 
“Army” played the American, St. 
|Louis, the only other segregation 
‘house in which it was booked. 





} 








Of British Actors 


Set Alternate Theatres 


The time of the seaso 
Broadway awards rang in Su we 
(28) evening when three plays con- 
sidered to be contenders for 
honors for 1947-48 were a 
those cited at the second memoria} 
Antoinette Perry dinner in the 
ballroom of the Hotel Waldorf. 
Astoria. Supposedly, there are no 
bests in the Perry awards, referred 
to as “Tonys,” but the implications 
were clear for “A Streetcar Named 
Desire” (Barrymore), “Mr 
Roberts” (Alvin) and “Command 
Decision” (Fulton). The best-play 
awards will come from different 
sources than the American Theatre 
Wing committee, which sponsored 
the Perry dinner and which chose 
25 theatre people for citation. 

Brock Pemberton, who intro- 
duced each winner, was one of 
five m.c.s, the others being Bert 
Lytell, Harry Hershfield, James 
Sauter and Hiram Sherman, 
Femme contingen’ cited for dis- 
tinguished performances 0. meri- 
torious services received gold 
bracelets; the men got gold money 
clips. The event was broadcast by 
the Mutual network and telecast by 
DuMont. 

Actresses honored: Katherine 
Cornell (“Antony and Cleopatra”), 
Judith Anderson (“Medea”) and 
Jessica Tandy (“Streetcar”). Actors 
cited: Henry Fonda (Mr. 
Roberts”), Paul Kelly (“Command 
Decision”) and Basil Rathbone 
(“The Heiress’). Awards to new- 
comers: June Lockhart (‘For Love 
or Money”) and James Whitmore 
(“Command Decision”). For dis- 
tinguished musical performance: 
Grace and Paul Hartman (“Angel 
in the Wings”). For ‘spreading the 


theatre to the country while 
originals are in New York:” Mary 
Martin (“Annie Get Your Gun”) 


and Joe E. Brown (“Harvey”). 
For an “outstanding play,” au- 
thors of “Mr. Roberts,” Thomas 
Heggen and Joshua Logan, the 
latter also being cited for his di- 


rection of that play. Cited as 
“progressive theatre operators.” 
Robert Dowling (City Investing 


Co.) and Paul Beisman, manager 
of the American, St. Louis. Other 
awards: Vera Allen of the Theatre 
Wing, Experimental Theatre, 
George Gebhart “backstage tech- 
nician”), Robert Porterfield, for 
“development of regional theatre,” 
Mary Percy Schenk, for costumes 
in “The Heiress;’ Horace Arm- 
istead, for designing ‘““The Medium” 
setting; Jerome Robbins, for stag- 
ing dances in “High Button Shoes;” 
Max Meth, conductor of “Finian’s 
Rainbow” orchestra; George 
Pierce, backstage doorman (Em- 
pire). Cited, too, was the cast of 
“The Importance of Being Ernest,” 
a last-season import from London. 
Meyer Davis conducted the or- 
chestra and James F. Reilly han- 
dled the seating arrangements, at- 
tendance approximating 1,000. 


Indpls. Sets 6 Alfresco 
Wks. of Operetta, Concert 


Indianapolis, March 30. 

A six-week season of summer 
opera and concerts at the Butler 
Bowl has been announced for 1948 
by the Indianapolis Theatre Assn. 
Series, opening July 10 and run- 
ning through Aug. 20, will include 
three weeks of operettas and three 
of concerts by the Indianapolis 
Symphony Orchestra under direc- 
tion of Fabian Sevitzky. Orches- 
tra’s setup will inctude two pef- 
formances of “Carmen” in English 
as grand finale. Operettas select- 
ed are “Desert Song,” probable 
opener; “Vagabond King” and 
“Merry Widow.” 

Professional outdoor season was 
started here last summer, after 
several years of semipro entertain- 





‘ment in city parks, as feature of 


civic program observing 100th an- 
niversary of municipal charter. 
Indianapolis Theatre Assn., organ- 
ized for purpose several years ago, 
takes over from centennial com- 
mission this year. New setup starts 
with complete physical plant in- 
herited from centennial and about 
$50,000 in guarantees, none of 
which was called in first season. 





Caesar’s Notice to Morris — 
Under contract to the William 





Morris office for about a yeal. 
Sid Caesar has served 


‘rected by Helen Morley Woodruff, | notice to the agency that he doesn't 


concluded their season in the 
beachfront Haddon Hall, Atlantic 
City, Saturday night (27) 
“Male Animal.” 


‘plan to 
/has choice of three West End thea-  Theatre-of-the-Sky atop 13-story starred 


with | 
‘Corp. of America. 


renew. He’s currently 
in “Make Mine Manhat- 
tan.” Broadway musical hit. 
He’s been dickering with Musi 
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‘Okla!’ Maps Periodic Repeat Dates 
On Bway; Record 5th Year Feted 





“Oklahoma!” winds up its fifth? 


an unprecedented run on Broad- 
way for a musical, and the per- 
formance will be marked by the 
Theatre Guild, which produced it, 
and Rodgers and Hammerstein. 
It was the authors’ first collabora- 


Me Oklahoma!” will probably take 
to the road soon but plans call for 
bringing it back to Broadway for 
jimited dates every season or so. 

The picture rights have not been 
sold and either the Guild nor the 
authors have evinced any desire to 
make such a deal. 

Draw of “Oklahoma!” on _ the 
road is almost as fantastic as the 
Broadway run. Road—or “national” 
—company has been playing re- 

dates, with grosses equaling 
the figures of the original engage- 
ments. The N. Y. show has been 
making a little money in recent 
months, while on the road it’s a 
real cleanup as indicated by last 
week’s takings of $39,000 in San 
Francisco, the profit being $10,000. 

It’s estimated that between the 
two companies “Oklahoma!” has 
made approximately $3,500,000 in 
slightly more than ‘four years. 
Original company opened in the 
spring of 1943; the road show 
started in October of that year. 
Latter has never layed off and has 
earned much more money than the 
Broadway. unit. 

Around $60,000 was divided 
among the approximately 15 back- 
ers, mostly showmen, every five 
weeks for a period of around 
two years, when the original show 
was still up with the gross leaders. 
There are amazing figures concern- 
ing side rights such as recordings, 
but most of that money goes to the 
authors rather than the manage- 
ment. 

Reason for Success 

One reason for the success of 
“Oklahoma” is the care with which 
it has been managed. There have 
been many cast changes without 
affecting the quality of the show. 
Frequent rehearsals are held. 
Changes in the road show have 
been frequent, too, out-of-town 
boxoffices proving the quality of 
the performance. 

Lawrence Langner and Theresa 
Heiburn, directional heads of the 
Guild, are said to have put some 
of their money into “Oklahoma!” 
but more was needed during the 
tryout. There were so many head- 
aches attending to the financing 
that Langner referred to the show 
as “Helburn’s Folly.” That was 
revealed by Ward Morehouse in 
his N. Y. Sun column last week, 
after an interview with Miss Hel- 
burn. She probably had invested 
little money in the show, judging 
from the remark: “Had I put $10,- 
000 in it, I would have earned 
$250,000. 


Those who bought in included 
Columbia Pictures, which invested 
$15,000; Max Gordon, the late 
Jules Brulatour, Marcus Heiman 
and Lee Shubert. Those who de- 
lined ng a piece’ included 


e buyi 
Vinton Freediey and Howard S. 
Cullman. 


Guild will have a party in cele- 
ating the run at-the Plaza ho- 
toni on the performance. 
_fumber of the original players 
will be on hand and several will 
— in the Ee this evening. 
appear it, too, is es 

de Mille, whose ballets in cS 
!” started a vogue in Broad- 

way musicals. Rouben Mamoulian, 
who staged it, is reported due in 
from the Coast for the celebration. 


Seek Pro Legit Interest 
In H’wood Bow! Theatre 


_ Hollywood, March 30. 
Despite Judith Anderson’s re- 
sal to bring the Broadway pro- 

duction of “Medea” to Hollywood 

- wl Theatre Assn., subsidiary of 
ollywood Bow! Assn., the theatre 

bs oo seeking the entrance of 
utside legit producers into its 

9 epee for year-round operation 

Of its seasonal Pilgrimage Theatre. 
Theatre, Situated opposite the 
wi on Cahuenga Pass, is slated 

oe Rg Seasonal opening on July 9 

: ‘th the annual “Pilgrimage Play,” 

or @ Six to eight week run. How- 
€ver, directors want to extend that 





Equity to Hear ‘Allegro’ 
Chorus Charges Vs. Whyte 


Equity Council next Tuesday (6) 
will hear charges against Jerry 
Whyte, “Allegro” (Majestic, N.Y.) 
stage manager, and. his assistant, 
Herman Kantor, brought by Chorus 
Equity’s grievance committee. 
Charges, preferred by chorus 
members of “Allegro,” claim 
Whyte bullied various talent, ridi- 
culed Equity, and demanded extra 
duties of chorus without pay. Ok- 
lahoma!” members are involved in 
charges, too, Whyte handling latter 
show as well. 

Whyte denies charges. He re- 
portedly was involved recently in 
another controversy With an “Ok- 
lahoma!” cast member. 


Payoff Key to Exit 
Of Anderson 


Unless differences between 
Judith Anderson and the manage- 
ment of “Medea” are dissolved the 
star will not tour in the revival hit 
next season. She has served notice 
of closing in it on May 29, when 
run-of-the-play contracts expire. 

“Medea,” produced by Robert 
Whitehead and Oliver Rae, new 
managerial duo, is the biggest suc- 
cess that Miss Anderson has. had 
on Broadway in years. It’s under- 
stood she became dissatisfied when 
the drama was moved from the 
National to the Royale, where the 
grosses were smaller because of 
less capacity. 

Actress is also reported resentful 
of the management end of the 
show, which she feels is affecting 
her unfairly. Her contract is un- 
derstood to call for $1,000 a week 
until the $75,000 nut is repaid 
after which she’s in for 10% of the 
gross. About 65% of the invest- 
ment was repaid early in the run, 
but the show wasn’t out of the red 
until last week, its 21st. 

“Medea’s” pace at the National 
was close to $30,000 weekly and 
while it.is still making money at 
the Royale, a managerial error In 
moving from the original berth was 
evident. Switch was made in or- 
der to spot “Crime and Punish- 
ment,” also revived by Whitehead 
and Rae, in the National, and that 
drama proved to be a costly flop. 
John Gielgud first co-starred in 
“Medea” with Miss Anderson and 
Florence Reed, but withdrew to 
stage “Crime.” 


The success of “Medea” was 
something of a surprise. Last 
week it grossed around $20,000 and 
was figured not only to play into 
warm weather but was regarded as 
a road cleanup. Dennis King, who 
replaced Gielgud, is co-starring 
with the Misses Anderson and 
Reed. Replacement of Miss An- 
derson for the road has not yet 
been considered. 


ACTORS GET ONCEOVER 
FROM PSYCHOLOGIST 


As part of a psychology study 
being conducted by Syracuse 
Univ., interviews with 50 experi- 
enced Broadway actors are being 
conducted this week by Professor 
Sawyer Falk, president of the Na- 
tional Theatre Conference, and Dr. 
Herman Goldberg, psychologist of 
the college faculty. 


The interviews are intended to 
discover “whether certain person- 
ality traits tend to be highly de- 
veloped in actors.” The gq. and a. 
sessions, Monday (29) through to- 
day (Wed.) are being held at 
Dazian’s, N. Y. 











Newsmen in Play Collab 
Cleveland, March 30. 

Two former Cleveland news- 
Paper writers are having their 
first play, “Fifth Wife,” tried out 
by the Play House repertory com- 
pany in early May. Regine V. 
Kurlander, ex-columnist at the 
Plain Dealer, collaborated with 
Stephan Norbert Linek, ex-editor 
of the Hungarian Daily Szabadzag. 





2nd possibly build to a 12- 
~ 2 operation and are trying to 


It’s a historical romance dealing 
with Katheryn. Howard, the fifth 


rest professional legiters,|wife of King Henry VIII of old the seating capaci.y o: tic outdoor 
Schools and others to participate. | | 


England. 
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N.Y.-Hub Rep Swap 


Even though his Boston Reper- 
‘tory Theatre is only in the prep- 
‘aration stage, playwright Gerald 
|Savory already sees the possibility 
of working out an exchange ar- 
rangement with the Jose Ferrer- 
Richard Whorf N. Y. City Centre 
Theatre Co. next season. 

The idea would be for each 
troupe to play the other’s theatre 
for an engagement, presenting the 
top productions in its repertory. 


B'way Migrs., 1A 
Continue Talks 


Broadway managers and the 
|Stagehands union huddled Monday 
|(29) for their second session of 
resumed contract negotiations, 
with Thomas Shea, assistant to 
Richard Walsh, head of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, again sitting in. 
At last week’s confab, Shea pointed 
out that as the managerial League 
of New York Theatres had offered 
a modified wage increase, it was up 
to the union, Local 1, to make a 
counter-proposal. 

Deckhands thereupon asked for 
a 10% boost for all crewmen. Man- 
agers had proposed a variable tilt, 
highest being around 7%, which 
would go to the lower-paid classi- 
fications. Showmen contend that a 
sliding scale would be more equita- 
ble because key workers such as 
fiymen would be getting nearly as 
much as department heads, whose 
present minimum is $112 weekly. 
The idea of the manaccrs contrib- 
uting to a welfare fund, for pen- 
sion purposes, is understood to 
have been dropped. 

Managers seem to want the wage 
issue cleaned up, so the joint com- 
mittee can proceed clarifying rules 
that have caused friction season- 
ally for years. 


DOWNS ILLNESS NEARLY 
STALLS ‘HOLD IT? BOW 


New Haven, Mareh 30. 

Premiere of “Hold Ii!” at the 
Shubert last Thursday (25) came 
within a couple of injections and 
some fancy pills of not materializ- 
ing when Johnny Downs, playing 
the lead, was hospitalized on his 
arrival in town for final rehearsals. 
Virus germ raised havoc with the 
lad but after a series of medical 
shots and tablets he was taken to 
the theatre four and a half hours 
before curtain time for his first 
look at settings, props, etc. Trek- 
king back and forth between a cot 
in his dressing room and appear- 
ances on stage, he assimilated 
enough of the proceedings to go on 
for the opening, despite a fever 
of 102. With a nurse in attend- 
ance, he finished out the three-day 
stand, although his dance routines 
were eliminated after the first 
performance. 

Another noteworthy item lead- 
ing up to the opening of this mu- 
sical was the fantastic financing in- 
volved in the money end of the 
setup. Entire bankroll of ap- 
proximately $200,000 has been fur- 
nished by Anthony Farrell, 
wealthy industrialist of Albany, 
who has stated he will add another 
$50,000 if necessary to keep the 
show out for proper revision. An 
interesting sidelight is the fact 
that for the past three years Far- 
rell has been a member of Alco- 
holics Anonymous, and he regards 
this association with sow biz as 
a form of rehabilitation. 


St. Loo Operetta Sked 
For Season Completed 


St. Louis, March 30. 

With the addition of Robert 
Stolz’ «“Venus In Silk,” Rudolf 
Friml’s “The White Nagle” .and 
Richard Rodgers’ “A Connecticut 
Yankee,” the repertory of the 
Municipal Theatre Assn for the 
1948 al fresco season in the Forest 
Park Playhouse has bcen com- 
pleted. The season tees off an 88- 
night run June 4 with an 11-night 
engagement of Hugh Abercrom- 
bie’s “Auld Lang Syne,” which will 
| be. world preemed here. 

Other pieces to be p -sented are 
“Rio Rita,” “Hit The Dec,” “The 
Three Musketeers,” ubilee,” 
“Sunny,” “Sari” and “Up In Cen- 
‘tral Park,” the latter ‘» run two 
‘weeks to close ft 1. 
addition of 2,060 
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Kit Cornell Medaled For 


‘Barretts’ Front Tour 


Washington, March 30. 

Actress Katharine Cornell re- 
ceived the Army’s Medal of Free- 
dom here last Friday (26) for her 
wartime stint in “Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street.” Show toured Italy 
and France, playing before thou- 
sands of war-front troops. 

Maj. General T. B. Larkin, 
Quartermaster chief, who made the 


presentation, stated that award 
was given star on behalf of entire 
cast. Special commendation was 


given producer GutHrie MeClintic 
and co-star Brian Aherne. 

Miss Cornell trekked in for the 
ceremonies from Baltimore, where 
she was appearing in “Antony and 
Cleopatra.” 


Miller Play Eyed 





Closing Saturday (27) on Broad- 
way in “Skipper Next to God,” 
which he helped keep afloat be- 
cause of drastic concessions on his 
own salary ($250 weekly), John 
Garfield will likely be back in a 
play on Broadway next season. It 
looks like it’ll be Arthur Miller’s 
“Plenty Good Time,” which Elia 
Kazan would direct. 

Garfield has just leased an apart- 
ment in New York, but with his 
wife and two children shortly re- 
turns to the Coast for the Summer, 





‘in the interim filming “Tucker’s 


People” on an ind#pendent deal. 
With his family he would return in 
August for the legiter. Meanwhile, 
he’ll do a quickie trip to the Coast 
this week, returning in about 10 
days for preliminary shooting on 
“People,” then back to the Coast 
to finish the pic. 

Between film commitments this 
summer, Garfield may do “Skip- 
per” for two weeks on the Coast, 
still under the joint sponsorship of 
Davis and ET. There’s also a pos- 
sibility he’ll tour in it next fall, if 
the Miller play and other prospec- 
tive vehicles don’t materialize. 

“Skipper” registered its best 
gross of the engagement in its final 
and lith week, takings being 
quoted around $16,000. Closing per- 
formances were announced daily 
but some of the 38 persons in- 
volved, mostly actors, hoped for 
a replacement for Garfield up to 
the finale. One name player was 
ready to step into the drama but it 
was felt his b.o. lure wasn’t strong 
enough. It was decided to close 
rather than chance red operation 
until a player of definite boxoffice 
appeal could be secured. 

Blevins Davis, who took over 
“Skipper” -from _ Experimental 
Theatre and turned the profits of 
more than $17,000 over to the 
American National Theatre and 
Academy, proposes making a pic- 
ture of the play with Garfield. 


BYE-YEAR FOR ELECTION 
OF EQUITY OFFICERS 


This will be a bye-year for the 
election of Equity officers, who are 
chosen for three-year terms. A 
third vice-president will be bal- 
lotted upon, however, replacement 
to fill the post left vacant during 
the season through the death of 
Dudley Digges. In addition 10 
councillors are to be chosen for a 
five-year term, as usual each year. 

Nominating committee of nine is: 
Philip Ober, Ralph Bellamy and 
Frank M. Thomas, Sr., named by 
the council: Paul Kelly, Lois Wil- 
son, Dickie Cummings, Neil Hamil- 
ton, Whitford Kane and Chester 
— named by the member- 
ship. 








Freedley Honored 
Philadelphia, March 30. 
Vinton Freedley is slated to re- 
ceive the medal of achievement 
from the Philadelphia Art Alliance 
here tonight (30). The citation will 
be for the producer’s work as pres- 
ident of the American National 


The | Theatre & Academy. 


The only other theatrical figure 
ever to win the award was the late 





theatre to 12,000. 


Otis Skinner. 


By John Garfield’ 


Broadway during Holy Week, 
which ended Saturday (27), started 
sporadically but picked up to the 
surprise of skeptical managers. It 
was the best week of March, the 
month starting with diving grosses, 
But business has not returned to 
the winter levels even with an 
upturn the past two weeks. Ob- 
servers of business trends were 
irather off balance in predicting a 
|pre-Easter drop because advance 
|sales were not strong, except for 
ithe standouts. 

Records show that the final Len- 
ten week was again okay, as it has 
been seasonally for a number of 
years, and it’s possible that takings 
iwill have topped the current East- 
er week. 


There is little doubt that the 
Federal income tax pressure ac- 
counted for the drop after Wash- 
ington’s Birthday, and attendance 
possibilities for the balance of 
spring are anything but clear. 
N. Y. state tax payments due April 
15 won’t help but that cannot 
affect many visitors hailing from 
localities where there is no such 
levy. 





2 Tryouts 


Two of the spring’s four musi- 
cals, “Inside U. S. A.” and “Hold 
It,” are now trying out, and anoth- 
er brace is in rehearsal, “Sleepy 
Hollow” and a revival of “Sally.” 
“Inside” is booked into the Cen- 
tury and “Hold” is a possibility for 
the St. James, where “Oklahoma” 
has completed a five-year run and 
is slated for the road. “Sleepy” has 
not had a Broadway berth assigned 
it but isn’t due until May when 
houses should be available. “Sally” 
is virtually sure of landing at the 
Beck. 


Eight of the current musicals 
are summer holdover possibilities, 
including last season’s pair of 
clicks, “Finian’s Rainbow” (46th 
Street) and “Brigadoon” (Zieg- 
field), plus “Annie Get Your Gun” 
(Imperial), which is sure to better 
a two-year run. Likely stayers of 
this season’s clicks: “High Button 
Shoes” (Shubert), “Allegro” (Ma- 
jestic), “Make Mine Manhattan” 
(Broadhurst), “Look, Ma, I'm 
Dancin” (Adelphi) and “Angel in 
The Wings” (Coronet). If all stick 
Broadway will have an exception- 
ally strong musical lineup for sum- 
mer audiences. It is not definite 
whether “My Romance” also tryi 
oat will probably be held out unti 
all. 


Two dark spots on 45th street 
will be lighted upon the arrival of 
“Cup of Trembling” at the Musi¢ 
Box and “The Rats of Norway” 
(from the Coast) at the Booth. Re- 
vival of “The Play’s The Thing” is 
another straight play due this 


spring. 
Read Better, Too 


Business out of town was offi- 
cially reported better, too, last 
week, and managers who layed off 
shows seemed to have guessed 
wrong. As there is no salary liabil- 
ity involved in keeping dark the 
week before Easter (nor Christ- 
mas) four or five attractions did 
not play, while one major musical 
had but a two-day date. 


Philadelphia had no legit shows 
last week but three attractions 
opened against each other Monday, 
when “Antony and Cleopatra,” “In- 
side U. S. A.” and “Harvey” bowed 
in. There were attempts to prevent 
the triple conflict. 


Name B’ wayites To 
Lecture on Theatre 


Peggy Wood, Brock Pemberton 
and others from the Broadway the- 
atre will give a series of lecture- 
demonstrations of legit techniques 
and problems for highsehool stu- 
dents during April and May. 

Five admission-free sessions, 
under the general title, “Footlights 
in Your Eyes,” will be given at 
Textile High, N. ¥. The dates will 
be April 10, 17, May 1, 8 and 15. 
Pemberton wil! explain the gen- 
eral purpose of the lectures. Miss 
Wood will taik on special prob- 
lems of the actor. Lucinda Ballard 
will discuss costume and scene de- 
sign. John O’Shaughnessy will 
speak on stage direction. Vernon 
Rice, drama staffer of the N. Y. 
| Post, will explain play reviewi 
_and then, following a one-act play 
| performance by professional actors, 
will ad lib criticism of it. 
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Deertrees Strawhat 


Set to Resume; 


Sircom Back to Dennis on 10th Stint 





Portland, Me., March 30. * 

The Deertrees theatre, Harrison, | 
Me., operated as a strawhat several 
years ago by the late Bela Blau, 
may resume as a legit spot this 
summer. It’s being sought by Rob- 
ert Fierman, young Broadway ac- 
tor-director. 


Brattle Hall Strawhat 


Under Way Early April 
Cambridge, March 30. 
Brattle Hall theatre at Harvard 


It’s now run by the | Square, one of the pioneers in the 


owner, Enrica Clay Dillon, in con- | summer theatre movement, will be 


nection with het music school. 

House seats 450 and has unusu- 
ally good backstage facilities. 
There’s also an adjacent residence 
large enough to accommodate the 
company. The entire setup IS 
understood to have cost $80,000 to | 
build about 10 years ago, but the | 
asking terms for purchase or lease | 
aren't known. ye 

Fierman is in New York raising | 
money to take over the spot this 
summer. He’s working through 
the American National Theatre & 
Academy office. 





Sircom Back to Dennis 
Minneapolis, March 30. 

Arthur Sircom, one of Minne- 
apolis Civic Theatre’s directors 
and instructor in a dramatic school 
here, returns in directorial role to 
Richard Aldrich’s Cape Playhouse 
strawhatter, Dennis, Mass., this 
summre for his 10th successive 
season. He’s taking along as 
scenic designer Herbert Gahagan, 
who serves in similar capacity for 
local Civic Theatre. 





Filmite Gets Strawhat 
Hollywood, March 30. 

Douglas Dick, currently thesping 
for Hal Wallis at Paramount, is or- 
ganizing a legit troupe to tour east- 
ern strawhat theatres during the 
summer with “Winterset” and “The 
Hasty Heart.” 

Bulk of the cast will be rounded 
up in Hollywood, using resident 
thesps to fill the vacancies. Dick 
will direct as well as act. 


Fairhaven (Mass.) June 27 Bow 
Fairhaven, Mass., March 30. 
Anthony Farrar’s Fairhaven 
Summer Theatre will open its third 
season June 27 at the local Town 
Mall. He plans a 10-week sched- 
ule, using guest stars, one of 
whom will be Nina Prescott, who 
debuted here and. was recently 
signed by Warner Bros., starting 
in the fall. 
The lease for Town Hall was 
signed by the Fairhaven board of 
selectmen last week. - 


Taking Over N.M. Theatre 
Chicago, March 30. 








|one of first strawhats to open this 
season. Under new management of 


Franklin Trask, theatre will open 
April 19 with an all-Equity com- 
pany for a 20 week season.- 

Trask also operates a chain of 
five strawhats on Cape Cod. 





arisians Spring 
Crop of Legits 


Paris, March 26. 

New crop of spring legiters is 
opening in Paris. Claude Vermo- 
rel’s play of the French revolu- 
tion, “Thermidor,” is opening at 
Pigalle. At his Palais Royal, Jean 
de Letraz gets one of his risque 
farces, “Une Nuit Chez Vous, 
Madame” (“A Night with You, 
Madame”), with Suzanne Dehelly 
and Robert Murzeau in leads. At 
the Vieux-Columbier, producer 
Anet Badel has “La Ville Gardee” 
by Paul Catze, Jr., with sets by 
J. J. Philippon. 

Roger Ferdinand, Societe des 
Auteurs prexy, who penned “J3,” 
a satire on modern youth, has given 
it a sequel titled “They Are 20.” 
Comedie Francaise is rehearsing 
Prosper Merimee’s 100 - year - old 
comedy, “Spaniards in Denmark.” 
Despite excellent acting, Jean 
Giono’s “Road’s End” at the Ma- 
thurins is inauspicious for lack of 
entertainment. Rene Clair’s French 
adaptation of “Born Yesterday” ig 
coming at Henri Bernstein’s Am- 
bassadeur theatre. 

Such hits as the revival at the 
Marigny of the 100-year-old “Mind 
Amelie,” “Little Cabin” and Sacha 
Guitry’s “Lame Devil” are sold out 
for weeks in advance. Music halls 
will have to get new revues if they 
are to interest the tourist trade. 
Both Folies Bergere and Casino de 
Ae igs shows are about ‘two years 
old. 





Set for ‘Recessional’ 


Los Angeles, March 30. 





Ann Lee, currently touring with 
“O Mistress Mine,” is taking over 
the El Theatro, Santa Fe, N. M., 
for nine weeks of professional 
stock, starting July 9. Outside of 
several one-nighters, city has had 
no pro stage fare since 1920. 

Theatre, 350-seater built by the 
Army, is being remodeled for sum- 
mer opening. 


Pasadena Sets Preem 
- Of ‘World’ for May 


Pasadena, March 30. 

Judith Kandel’s new play, “This 
Young World,” will get its world 

remiere May 5 at the Pasadena 

layhouse, with Arthur Lubin as 
co-producer and Marcella Cisney 
as director. by 

Play is set in a country vain 
house and calls for an all-juvenile 
cast. 





Zion Pickets 
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Evil,” is playing. Cops kept the 
picket lines down to three march- 
ers and made them abandon one 
sign reading: “Money for British 
films means more bullets for 
Bevins.”’ 

At the Rialto where the demon- 
stration lasted two hours, theatre 
execs admitted “business may have 
been hurt.” The group of picket- 
ers denied affiliation with any or- 

anization. Action was similar, 

owever, to the picket line against 
“Black Narcissus” last week at the 
Kenmore theatre in Brooklyn con- 
ducted by Irgun Zvei Leumi par- 
tisans. 

Picketeers also refused to dis- 
close whether they planned a sus- 
tained drive against British films 
in the U. S. Prospect of regular 
demonstrations has distributors 
worrying, since it’s openly recog- 


Edmond Angelo, legit producer, 
signed Ann Richards to star in 
“Recessional,” a new drama of 
— New York by William Hurl- 
ut. 

Play will be staged on the Coast 
before heading for Broadway. 





Kid Theatre Survey 


The American National Theatre 
& Academy is making a survey of 
children’s theatres in the U. S. 
When enough replies are in (about 
200 have been received so far) the 
info will be tabulated and issued 
in the form of a directory. 

Children’s theatres are those 
giving performances for kid audi- 
ences. The actors may be any age. 


Gotta Teach ’Em 


Continued from page 1 





their capacity of supply, have for- 
gotten how to sell. 


It’s pointed out that in the days 


‘jbefore the war clerks rarely al- 


lowed a customer to get out of a 
store with only one record. There 
were constant suggestions about 
this or that artist’s previous rec- 
ords, albums, and everything else 
from needles to radios and combi- 
nations. Now they have been so ac- 
customed to simply filling orders 
there’s little or no attempt, it’s 
claimed, at forcing sales. Disk men 
feel that the art must be revived, 
that current buying is much too 
selective to maintain sales figures 
of the past few years. 


Slump that has hit the disk biz 
began a few weeks ago. Recorders 
figured Lent, etc., had a lot to do 
with it, but with the summer com- 
ing they do not expect an immedi- 
ate rebound. Last summer the 
diskers experienced the same sales 
drop but it didn’t start until the 





nized that sympathy with Zionists 
could put a heavy dent in the b.o. | 
receipts of U.K. pix. 


season was well under way, and it 
was the heaviest the industry ex- 
perienced in years. 


Current London Shows 


London, March 30. 
(Figure shows weeks of run) 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty’s (22). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (43). 
“Bless the Bride,” Adelphi (49). 
“Bolton’s Revue,” St. Jas (3). 
“Burlesque,” Princess (5). 
“Carissima,” Palace (3). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (31). 
“Cockpit,” Playhouse (7). 
“Dark Eyes,” Strand (1). 
“Diamond Lil,” Wales (10). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (44). 
“Four, Five, Six” Yorks (3). 
“Gorbals Story,” Garrick (7). 
“Happiest Years,” Apollo (1) 
“Hidden Years,” Fortune (10). 
“I Remember Mama,” Ald. (4). 
“Indiff. Shevherd,” Crit. (8). 
“Life With Father,” Savoy (43). 
“Linden Tree,” Duchess (33). 
“Mountain Air,” Comedy (9). 
“Never Can Tell,” Wyn. (26). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (44). 
“Oklahoma!”’, Drury Lane (48). 
“Outrageous,” W. Garden (48). 
“Present Laughter,” H’ymkt (50). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (9). 
“Rocket to Moon,” St. Mart. (2). 
“Starlight Roof,” Hipp. (20). 
“Sweetest Lowest,” Ambas. (100). 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. (41). 
“Tuppence,” Globe (25). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (48). 


OPEN-AIR THEATRE 
SET FOR DENVER BOW 


Denver, March 30. 

The Red Rocks theatre. has been 
completed just outside town, but 
won’t begin operation before next 
fall, or possibly the summer of ’49. 
It seats 7,000 and much of it is 
earved out of the mountainside. 
Project, operated by a local 
group called the Red Kocks Assn., 
is supposed to become the “Salz- 
burg of America,” but it hasn’t 
been decided whether to concen- 
trate on opera, symphony music, 
operetta and musical comedy, or a 
combination policy. One of the 
few specific possibilities mentioned 
is bringing Judith Anderson here 
in the summer of ’49 to star in a 
production of “Tower Beyond 
Tragedy,” by Robinson Jeffers, 
adaptor of “Medea,” in which she’s 
now appearing on Broadway. 


NVA Benefit 


Continued from page 55 


fastly paced and sufficiently vari- 
gated to dispel the canard that 
vaudeville is dead. Nostalgic fea- 
ture of the show was a reprise of 
a former Palace theatre bill such 
as might have been booked by 
Mark Murphy instead of Eddie 
Darling. Opening were the Lock- 
wells, sock rollerskating act, which 
set a fast pace for what was to fol- 
low. Then out walked the perennial 
Joe E. Howard to the greatest ova- 
tion of the evening. The 82-year- 
old performer-composer, fully re- 
covered from recent accident, 
whammed them with hit songs 
from his biopic, “Wonder Who’s 
Kissing Her Now,” and had. the 
audience saengerbunding with him. 
Trey spot had an unbilled couple 
in the inevitable sketch, a briefie 
on the henpeeked guy who turns 
tough. “Senator” Ed Ford followed 
with a monologistic treatise on 
dames and the “new look” which 
had the femmes rolling in the 
aisles. For closer of this portion 
Frank Clinton & Co. contributed 
neat hocus-pocus topped by pro- 
ducing rose bushes out of thin air 
and tossing the blossoms into the 
audience. Entire layout was solid 
all the way. 

Further down on the bill Don 
Loring Rodgers, Eddie Miller, 
Geoffry O’Hara and “Senator” Ford 
teamed for takeoff.on the Sioux 
City Four, direct from Tony Pas- 
tor’s. Quartet, garbed in gay 90s 
regalia, clicked with harmonizing 
of favorite quartet numbers of that 
era to bring down the house again. 

Others contributing to the over- 
all success of the show were Guy 
Kibbee, Happy Felton, Irving Cae- 
sar, Jerry Lester, Harry Hershfield, 
J. Scott Smart, Bobby Clark, Allen 
Prescott, Al Bernie and a host of 
others, including quartet of com- 
posers, Sammy Fain, Harry Arm- 
strong, Geoffry O’Hara and Leo 
Edwards doing piano takes on for- 
mer song hits. Sock clincher was 
the violin ensemble from Billy 
Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe revue, 
“Violins Over Broadway,” whose 
melodic contribs brought plenty 
salvos of appreciation. Russ Brown 
did a slick job of emceeing first half 
of show, with S. Jay Kau"man, who 
assisted Verdi in lining up show, 
taking over the last haif. dba. 


















bd * 
Inside Stuft—Legit 

Protests have been made to the United Booking Office and the 
League of New York Managers by the Assn. of Theatrical Agents and 
Managers over a recent incident in which Larry Farrell, compan 
manager of “O Mistress Mine” (the Lunts), was allegedly slugged re 
Arthur M. Oberfelder, who booked the show into the Broadway, Denve. 
ATAM acted upon receiving a detailed report that Farrell sent to 
John C. Wilson, who presents the attraction, and was transmitted to 
the union by Eddie Knill of that office. What action, if any, is to be 
taken has not been indicated but the “Denver story” attracted much 
interest in show circles. 

Farrell stated that eight tickets, first claimed to be press Passeg 
by Oberfelder, were involved. That number of chairs were placed in 


the orchestra pit at a matinee, and when the company manager asked 


a woman patron if she had purchased a ticket, she declared she did 
An argument resulted between Farrell and Oberfelder, who, according 
to Farrell, broke the manager’s glasses and cut his forehead. It’s 
reported that Oberfelder, who Farrell claimed had not accounted for 
the tickets, produced a pass for half the disputed admissions. then 
settled for four tickets. Alfred Lunt was angered at the treatment 
accorded the manager and is claimed to have stated he'd never play 
for Oberfelder again. 





Equity has issued an overdue warning to actors as to their rights 
when motion pictures of stage plays are made during performances or 
otherwise. Every time a play is cameraed in whole or part the actors 
must be paid a week’s salary. Last season, during the Broadway en- 
gagement of “Cyrano de Bergerac,” a performance was shot or 16m 
without the cast’s knowledge. Sometime later Jose Ferrer, starred in 
the revival, invited the cast to see the film. Several actors in the show 
asked Equity how about it, and Ferrer was ordered to pay the players 
a week’s salary. Warning was issued on the theory that there may be 
similar instances. 

Plan to film plays or portions thereof for telecast purposes on the 
Coast, so that studio casters may get a line on current Broadway per- 
formances, will come within the sgme Equity rule, actors to be paid an 
extra week’s salary. 





Brock Pemberton, producer of “Harvey,” and James Stewart, who 
stepped into the star part Monday (29) at the 48th Street, N. Y,, 
provided a humorous half-hour for Jinx Falkenburg and Tex McCrary 
during their WNBC broadcast Sunday. (28) noon. Showman sent 
listeners to the dictionary when he supposed he learned the part by 
the osmosis method when he appeared in stunt benefit performances 
of the play this winter and last summer after seeing the Mary Chase 
play about 1,000 times. Stewart told about a flop play he appeared 
in before going to Hollywood. It was called “Journey into the Night,” 
which lasted seven performances at the Shubert theatre in 1935, 
Action called for him to open a door; it was stuck, and he nearly 
wrecked the scenery opening it. 





An oddity behind the tour of the Dublin Gate Theatre in Canada 
during the last month has been that it’s the first professional company 
to hit such cities as Kitchener, Sarnia, Guelph, Hamilton and Brant- 
ford in more than 15 years. 

Because of the rush that preceded their tour under Brian Doherty, 
the cities were not prepared for the visits. Where thorough advertising 
was done, business was good. In other places, using small stages in 
highschool auditoriums and pic houses not fitted for stagings, the 
company suffered. A matinee in Sarnia, for instance, had 40 in the 
audience. 





Baseball ticketsellers at the Polo Grounds and Ebbets field will 
get $7 per day and $9 on Sundays, the men getting $1 per day more 
than last season. Ticket men have a union covering both parks but 
it is not connected with the treasurers union, whose members staff 
Broadway legit boxoffices and the racetracks. There is an inside union 
at the Yankee Stadium, ticket men there having a contract with the 
club’s management which expires at the end of the 1948 season. 
Legit treasurers receive considerably higher pay than those at the 
ballparks but devote more hours on the job. 





Elaine Stritch, “Angel in the Wings” comedienne, still hasn’t gotten 
a promised retraction from Time for misquoting her recently. Mag 
attributed to her a’ derogatory statement about democracy, having 
picked up portions of an interview she gave Seymour Peck, of the New 
York newspaper PM. It was subsequently explained that the correct 
statement was in a paragraph of type from another story, which was 


misplaced. Actress says she doesn’t intend suing, but will ask again 
for the retraction. 


Harold Clurman’s first piece as theatre critic of the New Republic, 
is in the current (March 29) issue. Although naturally (since he’s a 
noted director) stressing the staging phase of the shows he covers, he 
expresses striking appreciation of the real significance of the plays. 








Benno Schneider is officially credited with staging “Strange Bedfel- 
lows,” current on Broadway, though Jules Dassin assisted on the direc- 
tion during the play’s tryout. Dassin also directed the recently arrived 
“Joy To the World” (Plymouth). 
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and his next pic after “Capricorn” 

















Hitchcock-WB 


Continued from page 2 


London, where he’ll make the sec- 
ond of Transatlantic’s films, “Un- 
der Capricorn,” starring Ingrid 
Bergman. He said negotiations 
with Warner Bros. “are now at an 
advanced stage, although no con- 
tract has been signed. Completion 
of these negotiations await my re- 
turn from England.” 


Actually, it has been learned, 
Hitchcock has a firm agreement 
with WB to make one picture a 
year for four years. 
director will have full control over 
story, stars and other aspects of 
the pix he makes. 

Hitchcock and Bernstein were 
upset about the WB announcement 
because it gave the possible im- 
pression that Hitch was abandon- 
ing indie production in favor of a 
full-time deal on the Warner lot. 
Actually, he’s planning to alternate 
between one for Transatlantic and 
one outside film. Deal with WB is 
non-exclusive and he can also work 
for any other major. 

Transatlantic pards believed that 
no announcement was to be sent 
out. Another point that riled them 
was the idea conveyed by the state- 


Producer- |] 





would be for WB. Hitchcock, in his 
radiogram from the ship, declared: 
“I will direct the third Transatlan- 
tic Picture, ‘I Confess,’ upon com- 
pletion of ‘Under Capricorn’.” 
Another director, he added, would 
make the fourth film, “Jack Shep- 
pard,” story of the famous English 
highwayman. 

“Capricorn” and the unit’s ini- 
tial production, “Rope,” now in the 
can and set for fall release, will 
be distributed by Warners. Both 
films are in Technicolor. , 


——— 


TV Syndication 


Continued from page 1 








of operation. He noted, however, 
that the original $500,000 estimate 
for studio and transmission equip- 


ment had already been raised one- 
and-a-half times because of im 
creased costs. Flynn stressed that 
the tele station and newspaper 
would be operated separately an 
that no combined newspaper am 
video time rates for advertisers 
would be set up. News has alwet 
prided itself, he said, on the ne 
that it has maintained a rigid @ 


ment that the producer-director |rate with no price concessions 
would go to work on the lot Jan. 1 | its,advertisers. 
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Chis 3 Legits Okay; ‘Show Boat’ 40446, 
‘Burlesque’ $18,000, ‘John Loves’ 196 





Chicago, March 30. + 
Only three legit attractions in 
last week and all did good 
. Coming in this week is 
the annual return of “Student 
” at the Blackstone, April 1. 
Until April 12, when “Mary Has a 
Little” comes into the Studebaker, 
there will be no new lighting of 
theatre signs. 
Katharine Cornell is still pen- | 
cilled in the Blackstone, beginning | 
i1 26. “High Button Shoes” is 
due at the Shubert May 3. Great 
Northern set back its opening un- 
til April 19 due to non-delivery of 
seating, but will bring in “My Ro- 
manee” then. ; 


Estimates for Last Week 
“gu:iesque,” Selwyn (3rd week) 
(1,000; $4.33). Neat $18,000. 
“Jehn Loves Mary,” Harris (7th 
week) (1,000; $3.71). Comedy b.o. | 
keeps fine, even $19,000. 
“Shew Boat,” Shubert (4th week) 
(2,100; $4.94). Road show company 
doing terrific with sellout since 
Thursday; robust $40,500. 


Romance 226 


In Boston 


Boston, March 30. | 
Only one show was in town last | 
week, “My Romance” returning | 
for a second semester before hit- 
ting N. Y. Two entries this week, 
“The First Mrs. Fraser’ at the 
Plymouth last night (29) for a 
fortnight, and “Hold It” at the 
Shubert tonight (30). Ahead are 
“Cup of Trembling” at the Colo- 
nial April 5; “Antony and Cleo- 
atra,’ Shubert, April 12; “High 
utton Shoes,” Opera House, April 
20, and D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., 
Shubert, April 26. 


Estimate for This Week 
“My Romanee,” Opera House 
(2d week) (3,000; $420). This 
one clicked downtown at the Shu- 
bert on its first visit here and re- 
turned before venturing in to New 
York for a less profitable but still 
okay estimated $22,000 on its sec- 
ond and final week. 


‘MAMA’ REMEMBERED 
NICELY (156) IN KC. 


Kansas City, March 30. 
Holy Week weekend made little 
difference here and “I Remember 
Mama” rolled up a pleasant $15,- 

















Music Hall, at $3.66 top. Recent 
legit presentations have a strong 


besa as against “Lady’s” $3.81. 


(5-10). 
“An Inspector Calls”.— Nat’, | 


i 


jtan, L. A. (29-10). 


‘Windermere’ 1336 in 2d | 
St. Leo Week; 416 Total 


St. Louis, March-30. 
Holy Week didn’t hurt “Lady 
Windermere’s Fan” too much and 
b.o. of $13,500 for second week at 
the American wasn’t too bad. Two 
weeks totalled $41,000. Gloria 
Swanson and Robert Alda have 
lead roles in “There Goes the 
Bride,’ which opened a_ single 

week engagement Sunday (28). 
House is scaled to $3.18 for this 





Current Road Shows 


(March 29-April 10) 


“A Cup of Trembling” — Play- 
house, Wil. (2-3): Colonial, Bost. 





b] - 
‘Okla!’ 406, Frisco 
San Francisco, March 30. 

“Oklahoma!” is doing a last. sea- 
son repeater at the Curran with 
block-long ticket lines and all per- 
formances sellouts. Third week 
held to capacity $40,000. 

The Geary reopened Monday 
(29) with “Varieties of '48,”’ star- 
ring Michael O’Shea. Tonight 
(30) the long-shuttered Tivoli will 
open with “Deep Are the Roots,” 
with Robert Warwick, Rose Hobart 
and Betsy Blair. 





Business along Broadway during | 
Holy Week was variable; while’ 
grosses for some shows dipped, | 
others improved and the general 
result much better than anticipated. | 
Forecast was based on rather tepid | 





Philly Draws 
Blank Stare 


Philadelphia, March 30 
Philly had its first 100° dark 


|week in a long time last week. 


However, there was considerable 
boxoffice activity in the three play- 
houses which relighted last night 
(29). Mail order sale for “Inside 
U. S. A.” at the Shubert was ter- 





Wash. (29-10). 


“Annie Get Your ”"—_.Com- 


munity, Hershey (29-3); Mosque, | 


j 


Richmond (5-10). 

“Antony and Cleopatra”—For- 
rest, Philly (29-10). 

Ballet Russe—Royal Alex., To-| 
ronto (29-3); Erlanger, Buff. (4). 

“Blackouts of 1948”—El Capi- | 


“Blossom Time”—His Majesty’s, 


rific from the start and so was the 
| window sale when the b.o. opened. 
Management decided to stick an 


|extra week on the local tryout 
which will give it a four-weeks’ run , 
here—unusual for a tryout. } 

Sale for both “Anthony and Cleo- | 
| patra,” with Katharine Cornell, at; CD (Comedy-Draia), R 


|advance sales and attractions which 
improved, noticed the attendance 
snapped up on a day-to-day basis. 
Tenancy in the hotels was stronger 
than previous weeks, visitors evi- 
dently coming to the metropolis 
for the Easter holidays. Some box- 
offices reported Thursday weak- 
ness, a development that is usual 
during spring and summer 

Gross for “Joy to the World” was 
lpromising the first full week, 
| but “You Never Can Tell” is rated 
| distinctly doubtful. Looks like a 
run uptown for “Respectable Pros- 
titute.”’ “Icetime of 1948” con- 
cludes its season this week, while 
“Skipper Next to God” closed last | 
Saturday ‘27. 


Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
(Revue), 


the Forrest, and Frank Fay in| M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


“Harvey,” at the Locust, was also| 
very robust. With “Inside U.S. A.” 


“Allegro,” Majestic (24th week) | 
(M-1,695; $6). Major musical fig- 


| Set for four weeks, “Harvey” for) ures to have virtually earned back 
seven, and “Hold It,” new musical | j¢s production cost; went up; $40,- 


pew ag > qe gaat Buff. (5-8); | booked to follow Miss Cornell at | 599. 


“Burlesque”—Selwyn, Chi (29- 


10): 


“Carousel”—Aud., Hartford (29- 
3); Nixon, Pitt. (5-10). 

“First Mrs. Fraser”’—Plymouth, 
Bos. (29-10). 

“Harvey”—Locust, Philly 
10). > 


i 
} 


| 


the Forrest, April 12, for two, may- | 
be three weeks, Philly's legits are | 
set for the month of April except 
for the Wainut, which still hasn't 
got a booking in sight and may not 
get one. “The Winslow Boy” comes | 
to the Forrest, May 3, and that 


| 
} 
} 


| 


“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(16th week) (R-998; $4.80). Inti-| 
mate revue making money right 
along and it too should soon be on 
the right side of the ledger; $25,000. 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 


(29- | house is due for other bookings at | ‘98th week) (M-1,472; $6.60) Visit-, 
‘least up to the time of the two na- | 0TS went for run musical which im- 


“Harvey”—Forum, Wichita (29- | tional political conventions. | Proved and may extend into anoth- 


Ft. Worth (5-6); Music Hall, Hous- | 
ton (8-10). 
“Hold It’—Shubert, Bost. (29- 
10). 
“I Remember 
way, Denver (29-31); Chief, Colo. 
Springs (1); Aud., Boulder (2); 


|Aud., Pueblo (3). 


Davenport, (30); lowa, Cedar 
Rapids (1); Parkway, Madison (2- 
3); Cox, Ciney (5-10). 

“Mary Had a Little’—Erlanger, 
Buff. (29-31); Town Hall, Toledo (1- 
3); Aud., L’ville (7-8); Aud., New- 
jark (9); Weller, Zanesville (10). 
| “My Romance” — Opera Hse., 
Bost. (22-3); Cass, Det. (5-10). 

“O Mistress Mine” — Biltmore, 
L. A. (22-3); Aud., Pasadena ‘5); 
Aud., San Diego (6); Aud., Fresno 
(8-9); Aud, Sacramento (10). 

“Oklahoma!” — Curran, Frisco 
(29-10). 











Norska flavor as “Song of Nor- 
way” opened a six-day run in the | 
Music Hall Sunday (28). 
“Mama” was third play of the | 
feason on Theatre Guild-American | 
heatre Society sehedule here. 


2 . 
Hold It!’ 1414G in 4, N.H. 
New Haven, March 30. | 
Despite so-so notices, premiere 
of “Hold It!” had ’em standing | 
up for three out of four perfor- 
mances, Result was a healthy | 
$14,500 take in four performances | 
o- os Shubert last weekend (25- | 





This week has premiere of re- | 
vival of “Play’s the Thing,” Gil-| 
L rt Miller production starring | 

ouis Calhern, April 1-3. Other 
gaakings include “Red Mill,” April | 
Soe First Mrs. Fraser” (Jane | 
owl) April 15-17. Opening of | 

Hollow” is pencilled for | 
of April 29-May 1. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


tener Holiow” — Lorraine 





her, aay” (revival)\—Hunt Strom- 
&, Jr., and William Berney. 


“Private Lives” — Nixon, 


“Seng of Norway”—Music Hall, 
Fae 
Mem. Hall, Joplin (5); Conv. Hail, 
Tulsa (6); Home, Okla City (7-8); 
Forum, Wichita (9-10). 

“Student Prince”—O rpheum, 
Sioux City (29); KRNT, Des Moines 
(30-31); Blackstone, Chi. (1-10). 
_“The Play’s the Thing”—Shu-.| 
bert, N. Haven (1-3); Ford's, Balto. | 
(5-10). 

“The Glass Menagerie”—Hanna, | 
Cleve. (29-3); Town Hall, Toledo’ 
(5-7); Hartman, Col. (8-10). 

“The Red Mili”’—Aud., Worces- 
ter (29-30); Met., Prov. (31-3); 
Court, Spgfid. (4-6); Shubert, N.| 
Haven (8-10). 

“There Goes the Bride”—Amer- 
ican, St. Louis (29-3); Davidson, 
Mil. (4-7); Aud., La Crosse (8);' 
State, Eau Claire (9); Aud., St. Paul 


1(10). 


“Tropical Revue”—Cass, Detroit | 





Jones 26G, D.C. 
Washington, March 30. | 

Spike Jones and his “Musical | 
Depreciation” gang are evidently | 





Mee Butten Shees” (road)— 
onte Proser and Joseph. Kipness. | 


“Rats of Norway” (Hollywood)— | 
James Elliott and Carl Schruer. | 
“owe Tell You the Truth”—New 


“Sword T 
Traub °Y «My =Side” Arthur | 


* Musical. 


what the doctor orders for sagging 
b.o. Second stanza at the National 
bettered first, with near-capacity 
take of $26,000, and SRO over) 
weekend. 





“Inside U. 8S. A.”—Shubert 
Philly (29-10). 

“John Loves Mary”—Harris, 
Chi. (29-10). 

“Lady Windermere’s 
Mosque, Peoria (29); Orpheum, | 


Pitt. ; 
(29-3): Hartman, Col. (5-7); Eng- ‘a noticeable dent in the only legit 


(29-2): Aud., Topeka (3); | 


|Robson, which opened last Tues- 





have any remains to be seen. 


‘ANNIE’ 4256 IN PITT; 





meas eae | RECORD 856 FOR 2 WES. 


Pittsburgh, March 30. 
Second and last of Mary Mar- 
jtin’s two weeks in “Annie Get 
iYour Gun” at the Nixon was 
around $42,500, almost the same as 


Fan’— |opening stanza. That $85.000 for | 
the run is just about the biggest | 


jfigure any touring attraction has 
jhung up here since the lush days 
'of the late 20’s. At $5.20 top it’s 
easily a record. 

Grosses don’t represent compiete 
capacity, however. because of 700 
seats in the second balcony. They 
just won't buy up there. 


‘Bitter Sweet’ Backslides 
Te $35,000 in Detroit 


Detroit, March 30. 
Holy Week doldrums and snow- 
storm Saturday afternoon (27) put 








30); Melba, Dallas (31-3); Majestic,| whether the Locust and Shubert ©™ Summer; $39,000 estimated. 


“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum 


(112th week) (C-993; $4.80). On the | 


‘bandwagon of attractions that 
| picked up last week and bettered 


$16.000; another week of goodly, 


profits. 


| week) (M-1,628; $4.80). Improved 


| further and was rated around) 


| $37.000; best mark in a month as 
with other favorites. 

“Command Decision,” Fulton) 
(26th week) (D-968; $4.80). All male 
war play better along with the field 
and scored neat gross around 
$17,000. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street | 
(64th week) (M-1,319; $6). Like 
other run clicks, takings went up- 
ward and the count approximated | 
goodly $36,000. 

“For Leve er Mency” Miller (21st 
week) (C-940; $4.20). Among shows 
‘that didn’t improve, Thursday (25) 
, being offish and the count was 
around $12,500. | 

“Harvey” 48th St. (179th week) 
(C-902; $4.20). Went over $14,000. 
and should top that figure starting | 
this week with James Stewart now 








|attraction in town—the Detroit 


'“Bitter Sweet.” featuring Norma | 
| Terris and Brian Sullivan. Gross, 
‘in comparison to iast week, took 


‘terrific backslide to $35,000. - j 


| Current attraction is Victor Her- 
\bert’s “Babes in Toyland.” 


Kath- | 
erine Dunham and her Wig ome, 


i'Revue” came into the Cass Mon- 
|day (29). “Pick-UP Girl” was pen-| 


ciled in for the Shubert-Lafayette 
for a two-week run starting this 


‘Macbeth’ 136, (4), Mont’! 


Montreal, March 30. | 
Local engagement of “Macbeth,” | 
with Michael Redgrave and Flora) 





' 
| 


| 
day (23) and closed Friday (26), res | 
sulted in surprisingly good busi- , 
ness for Holy Week. 

Play, offered here by Canadian | 
impresario Brian Doherty, drew | 
over $13,000-at the His Majesty’s | 


inees, at a $3.98 top. 


Biz picked | 
up strengly after opening night’s | 
small audience, helped by very en- | 
thusiatic reviews. } 


- 
Ballet Russe 18G, Toronto” 
Torento, March 30. | 

Despite Holy Week, Ballet, 
Russe de Monte Carlo did near 





|should play into 


\}ish, Indpls. (8-10) | 
; S. ; ; | tart 5 tt : starring. 

“Show Boat”—Shubert, Chi. (29-| Civic Tight Opera Co.'s presenta. | “High Butten Shoes,” Shubert 
10). SSUnEEAAc Geek Resch Shame 4 (20th Wd CAGE: Gay; Semen 


here vary enly when the number 
of standees is up or down and the 
gross is close to $38,000. 

“Icetime ef 1948,” Center! 
(R-2.994; $2.40). Final and 45th 
week for skating revue; over, 
$30,000 last week and considerably | 
more this week when matinees are 
added. 

“Joy to the World,” Plymouth 
(2d week) (CD-1,063: $4.80). Ap-! 
proximated $15,500 first full week 
and should make the grade. 

“Look Ma, I’m Dancin’,” Adelphi | 
(9th week) (M-1,434; $4.80). One of 
number of shows that were partic; 
ularly strong Good Friday (26) 
night; $37,500 estimated. 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” Broad- 
hurst (llth week) (R-1,160; $6). 
Another hit musical where gross 
variations are immaterial, only dif- | 
ference so far indicated by num-, 
ber of standees: nearly $36,000. 

“Me and Molly,” Belasco (5th 
week) (C-1,077; $4.20). Laugh show 
summer; has 
climbed around the $15,500 level 
and has goodly advance sale. 

“Mister Reberts,” Alvin (6th 
week) (CD-1,331; $4.80). Easily 
tops all straight plays in point of 
gross with ticket demand not top- 
ped; $34,500; limit of standees. 

“Oklahoma!” St. James (259th 





leapacity business of $18,000 on | week) (M-1,505; $4.80). Hits the 


Thomas: Mitchell in “An In-/| first week of current fortnight’s | five year run mark tonight (31) 


spector Calls” arrived Monday (28) | 
for a fortnight. “The Play’s the | 
Thing,” starring Louis Calhern an«d | 
Faye Emerson, bows in April 12. 


' $23,000 on second week. 


stand at the Royal Alexandra. 
With heavy mail order advance, 
it’s expected troupe will do about , 


which is Broadwev’s new record 
for musica’s: $18.550. 
“Skipper Next to God,” Play- 


house. Closed last Saturday (27); 


‘on Breadway close to 


\week) (D-1,101; $4.80). 


, 1,025; $4.80). 


| “Brigadeon,” Ziegfeld (55th | 


‘for first four days, 


wk) (796; $2.40). 
' $5,000. 


Bway B.0. Variable, Mostly OK; 
‘Joy’ Hopeful 15!4¢; ‘Tel? Gum 156; 
‘Molly’ Up to 15/46; ‘Icetime’ Melts 


$16.000, high for this drama; house 
dark. , 

“Strange Bedfellows,” Morosco 
(l1ith week) (C-935; $4.80). Fairiy 
good for comedy, gross approxi- 
mating $14,000; expected to stick 
through spring. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rvmore (17th week) ‘D-1,064; 
$4.80). Strong contender for sea- 
sonal awards; gross varies hardly 
at all and always close to $27,500. 

“The Heiress,” Biltmore (26th 
week) (D-920; $4.20). Picked up 
about the same measure of other 
hits that are under winter levels 
and credited with $20,000 last 
week 

“The Respectful Prostitute,” and 
“The Happy Journey,” Cort (2d 
week) ‘(D-1,164; $4.20). Should 
make stay of it with first full week 
$18,000; 
“Prostie” drama, is the draw. 

“The Winslow Boy,” Empire (22d 
Although 
much under winter pace import 
slated through April; $11,000. 

Revivals 

D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., Century 
(13th week) (O-1,670; $4.80). Re- 
peating operettas under the gross 
marks of first showings but “The 
Mikado” starting next week should 
be big; “Yeoman of the Guard” 
last week around $27,009. 

“Man and Superman.” Hudson 
(25th week) (CD-1,057; $4280). 
Slated to play through May with 
long tour arranged for next sea- 
son; .Shavian success quoted 
around $22,000. 

“Macbeth,” National (D-1,164); 
$4.80). Presented by Theatre, Inc. 
in association with Brian Doherty; 
announced for eight weeks; opens 
ionight (31). 

“Medea,” Royale (21st week) (D- 
Better last week, 
when takings approximated $20.,- 
008: ren! money for classie tragedy. 

“You Never Can Tell,” Beck (2d 
week) (C-1,214; $4.80. This Shay- 
ian comedy looks doubtful, around 
$15,000, helped by subscriptions: 
Fa ail now rehearsing, booked 
ollow. 


LUNTS’ SMASH $30,500 
L.A. SEASON'S TOP TAKE 


Les Angeles, March 30. 
Holy Week made no dent at all 
in local legit grosses, particularly 


, 





{not on the Lunts who opened at 


the Biltmore for a two-week stand. 
First frame of “O Mistress Mine” 
registered a smash $30,500—top 
take of the year. 

Frame’s other opener, “All My 
Sens,” drew good notices and 
started off at a hot clip. “The 
Vigil,” which finaled Saturday at 
the Coronet, limped out after a 
disappointing stay. House re- 
kindles tonight (30) when the Bill 
Eythe production of “The Glass 
Menagerie” resumes after a week’s 
layoff with advance sale indicating 
an extended run in prospect. 

Estimates fer Last Week 

“Al My Sens,” Las Palmas (ist 
wk) ‘ (388; $3). Looks like its in 
for a good run. Wednesday open- 
ing, top was boosted to $3.60. Take 
very good 
$2.600. 

“Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan 
(301st wk) (1,142; $2.40). Usual 
solid $17,000. 

“Brooklyn, USA,” El Patio (3d 
Another okay 


“O Mistress Mine,” Biltmore (ist 
wk) (1,636; $4.20). Upped scale and 
smash biz resulted in $30,500 take. 
Theatre Guild subscriptions kept 
it from hitting a possible $33,000. 

“The Vigil,” Coronet (3d wk) 
(255; $3.60). Finaled with dour 
$7,200 for two weeks and four days 
altho second full frame’s $2,300 


|was slightly better than initial 
' stanza. ; . 





‘ 3 
Antony’ 306, Balto 
- Baltimore, March 30. 
“Antony and Cleopatra” wound 
up the American Theatre Society- 
Theatre Guild subscription seasen 
of five plays at Ford’s here last 
week and set a new house record 
for non-musicals with nearly 
$20,000. 
Overcame Holy week blues with 
capacity houses from the teeoff. 
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Tamiris; 


Avres; costumes 
orchestrations, Robert Russell Ren- 
-onductor, Jay Blackton; incidental 
music for dances, Genevieve Pitot, Opened 


Alfred Homan, Hilde Palmer, Er! 
lerie Bettis, 
Alexander, 
sitpnens 


Popwell, J. ¢ Me Cord 


There seems no reason why “In- 
side U.S.A.” shouldn’t turn out to 
be a Broadway hit 
mean it’s ready now; it definitely 


counle of exceptional stars. One 
of them, Beatrice Lillie, gives out | 
with. everything she possesses; that 
means just about tops in modern 
footlight comedy. 
some of the priceless material she rate 
had in the Charlot revues and some | Miss Lillie is a little out of her 
of her earlier vehicles, but she still | c 
demonstrates there is only one Bea | 
l'and at her best in a choral piece 
A terrific first-night crowd here, |(Pittsburgh’s the subject) and 
including a bunch from New York, |‘“Better Luck Next Time,” which 
ave her the biggest ovation a star|has the best tagline of ali the|™: 
as received hereabouts in years, | sketches. 
and weren’t disappointed by hers | 
or Jack Haley’s performances, al-| dancing with distinction. 
though enthusiasm for the show it- Ayres has done a corking job with | ‘Judge’’ 
self very noticeably lagged several |the settings, and Eleanor Gold- |5i:;:; 
times during course of the show. jeans costumes are the last word 
_ “Inside U.S.A.” is, as might have 


Plays Out of Town 


'.%.. been expected for this preem, way 
ee | length, with final 
Schwartz production of revue in| curtain at 11:40, but there’s plenty 


Philadelphia, March 29, |overboard on 


Stars Beatrice Lill ind Jack to make an_ important 
Arthur Schwartz yrics, | xy . ’ ‘ . = 
Shy» ee tant by hook, Winellie Naturally, the John Gunther non 


john Gunther: sketches, Ar- | fiction yarn is just given a couple 


nold Auerbach, Moss Hart, Arnold Bb. Hor- | of mentions. 
es and musical numbers staged 


Gordon; production designed by 
BFleanor Gold- | 





Philadeiphia, March 20, ‘47; 


Sehriner, Cat! Reiner, Jane 


Randell Henderson, | 
Ronald Chetwood Ray 
Jack Cassidy, Nellie Hill, 

composers. 


“inspiration,” 


| ing. 


featuring Haley, also 


. pew s a 
the new revue has imore than it fulfills. 


| 


Helen Tamiris has 
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ATTENTION ALL STOCK AND 


AMATEUR COMPANIES 





“| REMEMBER MAMA” 


is now available for stock and 
amateur performances. All inquiries 
should be addressed in writing to the 
Rodgers and Hammerstein office, 
1270 Sixth Avenue, or to the office of 
Monica McCall, 457 Madison Ave- 
nue, New York. 


@ 


“JOHN LOVES MARY” 


is also available for stock and ama- 
teur performances but limited to 
areas away from possible playing 
time to be utilized by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein companies. All inquir- 
ies should be addressed in writing 
to the Rodgers and Hammerstein 
office, or to Charles Miller of MCA 
Artists Ltd., 745 Fifth Avenue, New 
York. 
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As a matter of fact, 
cketches directed by |Only his title is used along with 
|the idea of rambling over the coun- 
try to look into traits and condi- 
tions of the various 48 states. 
Nearly all of them are mentioned 
jat least in song; and 15 or more 
Beatrice Lillie, Jack Haley, Estelle | supply the settings for the sketches 
Fe eee” Beverlee Bozeman, |that Arnold Auerbach, Moss Hart 
“Massena, John ‘'Tyers, John | and Arnold Horwitt have written. 

“A Song to Forget,” first major 
skit, kids the pants off the trend 
of telling love stories of 
With Miss Lillie as the 
and Chopin, 
and Tchaikovsky introduced, it has 
Med sen’t | Zood laughs although a flat 
ba, saver fe “School for Waiters,” 
|gested by George S. Kaufman and | 


Haley’s best 
\is “Forty Winks,” a jibe at mod- 
jern hotel comforts in Act IT. 

| The two stars join notably only | 
Miss Lillie lacks | once, in ““We Won't Take It Back,” 
a moderate hit towards the end. 


lass in “Atlanta,’? although doing 
it very neatly, but she is typical 


staged the | Brnie..... 
Lemuel | (huck. 


in good taste and beauty. 
the gals who wear the New Look 


gowns. 
" In fact, there’s all the taste in 
Musical this show that used to be discerni- 
| ble in the early Schwartz-Dietz col- 
Director ilaborations. Now that the former 


‘is a producer himself he has in- 
sisted on the same care and taste. | Mrs. 
|As for his score, “Rhode Island Is | Brien......-.......+-.++.+-Seott 
|Famous for You” and “My Gal Is| 
which comes 
\late in proceedings, are potential 
hits, and a couple of others have 
The score is well above 
| average, with plenty of room to 


First-act finale is a country fair 
| (Wisconsin) which gives opportu- 
i'nity for plenty of life and color; 


a ns 





last-act finale is conventional, 
bringing out individual performers 
and allowing all to take bows. 
This, however, is -cleverly intro- 
duced with a neat lyric by seven 
girls, all lookers, who apologize for 
closing show ‘so soon.” 

Noteworthy in the big support- 
ing cast, although none have more 
than sporadic flashes, are Estelle 
Loring, Eric Victor (splendid in 
several dances), Valerie Bettis, who 
has the lead in “Tiger Lily,” satiric 
ballet; John Tyers, who’s tops in 
a couple of vocals, 
Shriner, who does a modest but 
effective monolog. 

Show still needs plenty, but 
should get the necessary treatment 
during four weeks’ stay here. 





Waters. 

Hold li! 

New Haven, March 25. 
Sammy Lambert productio: of musical 
jcomedy in two acts (16 scenes) Features 4 
| John vy Downs, Jean Darling, Red Buttons, 
| Ada Lynne Larry Douglas, Patricias Wy- 
| more ,. Kenny Buffett Book Mutt Brooks 
fand Art Arthur; musi Gerald Marks 
ilyrics, Sam Lerner. Directed by Robert FE 


Perry: dances and musical numbers staged 
by Michael! Kidd; settings, Edward Gilbert: 
costumes, Julia Sze: orchestrations, Hans 
Spialek and Ted Royal; vocal arrangements, 


Clay Warnick; ballet arrangements and 
special music, Irma Jurist; conductor, Gene 
| Salzer. Opened at. Shubert, New Haven, 








| March 25, °48; $4.20 top. 
{Wara Allison 
| iloria Benson 
. iJanet Bethel 
Usherettes, ..ssccceesse: + Penny Carroll 
j o | Kathryne Mytroie 
Helena Schurgot 
|Rodney Trent...ccssseves 2 Rob Shawley 
in |Mrs. Simpkins.....,........ Ruth Saville 
| Mr. Msc 6h babs 648 ow Ox Paul Reed 
og Se RS Sy ae Helen Wenzel 
PROMO sd vbeveseese es Tom Bowman |} 
Sarae™: Weiter: .s.6iivicie Larry Douglas 
Bobby Manville........%....dohnny Downs 
iateh le tee Gas Frank Stevens 
Wits. Jach Warner 


Sodosseons Bob Evans 


ROGeCTS: 0... cceees Kenny Buffett 

ss eo eseeoeusedeserse Sid Lawson 

Jeasica Dal@...ccsvecccvacss Jean Darling 
Puméia Boott..isccccerses Patricia Wymore 
MEUIEI® EUOUOTOON ob cadidvocves Ada Lynne 
OS Ge.) | Sr ees Robert Noe 
PE ds.6 ton dade chibea e oP vaaude Budd Rogers 
Bernie..... Sees ad 60 cette ss Came GErOeere 
‘Dinky’ ‘Bennett. 60... .80-. Red Buttons 
iy Perera ree rr yee ee ..Paul Lyday 


George Monopolis 
PONE ce ONS abe Ri gubecsbbeareed Penny 


Es S- Douglas Chandler 
Carroll 


Mr. Jenkines «isc ccs ccvecseccccece John Kane 
DY ink cde ath asegens 106 aVbewe Tom Bowman 
Cavite ' IMR. oo. isc ec eecsiweses Pat McVey 





Paul Reed 
Sree? ee Ruth Saville 
5 Landers 
Martin Kraft 
{Budd Rogers 


Le Ne Ae er ee na a ae 


| Martin.. 


Reporters... ...-+seeesses++4 51d Lawson 
‘ | Helena Schurgot 
Felix Dexter....e.-.e-:: Douglas Rutherford 





While the premiere was some 
distance from a solid click, the as- 
sorted talents on display give evi- 
dence of containing elements that 
can lift this one out of the category 
of just another rah-rah tuneshow. 


Two major deficiencies stand out 
as of break-in performance. First 
is a book shortcoming that involves 
an incredible story angle pointing 


wood character by a trio of college 
boys. Authors are attempting to 
make the book more than merely a 
peg on which to hang songs and 
dances. Their success will be de- 
termined by the amount of plausi- 
bility with which they can imbue 
the story’s latter moments. 


Second letdown is a marked lack 
of voices to put over a generally 
good score. This objection is so 
pronounced it fails to convey the 
real merit of show’s tune potential- 
ities. Other liabilities are largely a 
matter of, correcting technical 
faults, such as lighting; separating 
the wheat from the chaff in con- 
fused portions, like a Hollywood 
ballet; removing certain amateurish 
bits, like a movie mogul charac- 
terization and parts of a drunk 
scene that would be more fitting in 
a highschool drama _ production. 
The injection of added comedy also 
is a hit requirement. 


On the favorable side, show has 
vitality in the persons of youthful 
performers, a number of partic- 
ularly attractive ones on the femme 
side. There is colorful flash in a 
variety of sets and costumes, latter 
|getting a wide play ranging from 
gaudy harem outfits to modern col- 
legiate attire. Two good comedy 
songs are well spotted to liven their 
| respective acts one and two posi- 
|tions. Novelty is introduced via an 
|early stage-on-a-stage finale of a 











sports production number adds a 
| peppy fling and a boy-girl tap rou- 
|tine hits a high spot in that de- 
| partment, 

| Book opens-with a group ef col- 
| legiate exGIs, who have just staged 
/4 campus musical, being stymied 
on housing quarters. By pooling 
their resources, they negotiate for 
a fleet of trailers but when payoff 
time comes, Bobby Manville, keeper 
of the bankroll, has lost it. In a 
frantic effort to retrieve the loss 
| within the two-weeks grace period 
of the deal, Bobby, who had played 
the femme lead in the musical, 
agrees to go through with a scheme 
in which his photo, in femme ap- 





and Herb! 


up the duping of a smart Holly- | 


college-produced musical show. A | 


parel, had been submitted in a 
screentest contest. 


He’ is on the verge of winning 
the contest, including a life-saving 
check for $5,000, when the decep- 
tion is discovered by the Holly- 
wood flack engineering the promo* 
tion. Latter, however, has involved 
himseif in hot water that forces 
him to carry on the gag. Bobby 
gets stewed on the threshold of 
fame, but his girlfriend, Jessica, 
saves the day by taking over for 
him and everything is Jake. There's 
no logical reason offered as to how 
come Jessica can sub for Bobby 
after his photo had been submitted 
and he had taken the screentest, 
ibut apparently. that small detail 
comes under the head of musical 
comedy book licens¢. 


Johnny Downs, as Bobby, stepped 
from a hospital cot to play the pre- 
imiere without a dress rehearsal. 
He gave a good account of himself 
lunder the circumstances but left 
something to be desired in the mat- 
iter of vocalizing. If this was merely 
|a result of impaired physical con- 
dition and that situation can be 
remedied with a return to health, 
then he will be okay for the role. 





dancing, was under wraps via med-|ing in the poorhouse. 


ico’s orders. As of the opening, 


| 
F it was, one of his major assets, 


as Jessica. Distinctly attractive as 


la blonde coed, her voice, though 


| melodious, lacks the power to reg- 


\ister solidly the click potentialities 


|assigned to her. 


| Larry Douglas, as a rival for 
Jessica’s affections, presents the 
cast’s sturdiest vocalizing. He 


|leads several of the tunes, notably 


“Down the Well,” with good effect. 


| Added contributors to the singing 
|division are Red Buttons and_Ada 
| Lynne, who spark the comedy dit- 
ities, ““Fundamental Character” and 
|“Friendly Enemy,” 
| get standout acceptance. These two 


jalso handle comedy chores, Buttons 
| 


both of which 


being good despite a soft-pedaling 
of his basically burlesque forte, 


| while Miss Lynne reverses that 


| procedure by overdoing her emu- 
|lation of the Nancy Walker-Martha 
|Raye Aype of rough comedienne. 
Other featured players are Patricia 
Wymore, a personality-plus eyeful 
who knows how to hoof, and Kenny 
Buffett, who likewise shakes a tal- 
ented tap. 

Added hit parade material from 
the score includes “Buck in the 
Bank,” “Always You,” ‘“Never- 
more,” “So Nice Having You.” 

Staging has paced the tempo at 
a fairly consistent trot, the dead 
spaces being more a matter of ma- 
terial than timing. Bone. 


Play on Broadway 


The Golden Faleon 


Associated Playwrights production of 
drama in three acts (13 scenes), by Daniel 
Rudsten, Staged and davies by Edward 
R. Mitchell; costumes, George Higgins, 
Sylvia Farnham, Blizabeth Donnelly, Grace 
de Leon; choreography, An Naila. At 
Henry Street playhouse, N. Y., March 25, 
"48; at $1.20 top. 

Elaine Meredith, Kchast Sayers, Charles 
Polk, Robert McGrane, James Harwood, 
Michael Kroy, Neville. Brand, e Witt 
Drury, John Nation, Frank Hammerton, 














Hanna Gunther, George Higgins, izabeth 
Donnelly, Herman Freedman, Herbert 
Cooper, Arthur Kramer, Bruce Jewell, 


Michael Garrett, Florence Marcus, Gladys 
Bailin, Alan Levitt, Lila Paris, Rene Paul, 
Keith Thomas, Sylvan Buch, Frank Lacas, 
Bernie Boyar, William Jackel, Rennie An 
selmo, Philip Vickers, John Carugo, John 
Weston, Sylvia Spiegel, Carmel Gonzoles, 
Aida Vasquez, Mildred 
Lamhut. 


Levine, Phyllis 





As the first production of their 
second season, the Associated Play- 
wrights have come up with a hope- 
less klinker. “The Golden Falcon” 
is a romantic and sentimental ac- 
count of a Cossack Robin Hood of 
the 17th century. It’s the kind of 
yarn that might have been suitable 
for an operetta of 20 years ago, or 
as the basis for an Errol Flynn 
swashbuckler. But it’s painfully 
ill-suited to the modest production 
facilities of the Henry Street play- 
house or of a semi-pro organiza- 
tion such as Associated Play- 
| wrights. 
| The story covers the fabulous 
career of the quixotic Cossack who 
preys upon the lords, nobles and 
the neighboring pashas, and strews 
his plunderings among the’ per- 
\secuted serfs. When, in deference 
ito Cossack tradition, he kills his 
beloved Persian princess and leads 
his henchmen into battle, his heart 
is no longer in warfare, and he 
presently is captured by the im- 
perial Russian army. 

This ingenuous tale,  inter- 
larded with several Oriental and 








Caucasian dances, plus canned 
music backgrounds and _= scene 
bridges, is inadequately produced, 
awkwardly staged and _ poorly 
played. Hobe. 


ns 


i Play Abroad 


Der Helfer boties 
(God's Assistant) 
Vienna, March 12. 


Guenther Haene} product 
‘ Cllo { 
10 scenes by Hans Miuctier ei.) — ta 
rected by W olfgang Heinz: nettings ¢ Di. 
Manker; music, Karl Hudec: * Gustay 


Rolf. Jolk satr costumes, Fy 
4g, At Volkstheatre, Vienna, March it, 








Jean Henri Dunant B 

Andre Birnbaum.,.......... Tet, Deutech 
Countess Gasparin.......... Margar ‘ Yo 
Prince Friedrich, . . doe 


Bertha von Suttner.... ; Fr Ton poeraan 
: Oovics 








| Theatrical biography of Jean 
Henri Dunant, founder of the In 
| ternational Red Cross, is a treat 
‘for lovers of historical subjects 
| How it would go on US. Stage or 
|Sereen, however, is still a question 

Play is larded over with pessi- 
‘mism, and ending is a plea rea 
pacifism It’s all in black and 


white, with no Shadings. Play 
Starts with Geneva ban ker 
Dunant’s conversion to pacifism 


|after the battle of Solferino (1859) 
jand his struggles to aid the 
| wounded and prisoners-of-war on 
|both sides, and his eventual land- 
It ends in 


|modern times, on a dark note. 
Jean Darling doesn’t fare too well | 


| Drama is cinema-like in con- 
|struction, with but one actual 
heart-rending scene. Ernst Deutsch 
in the lead role, reveals the trag- 


|edy of the man whose name may 
be forgotten but 


) whose concept 
lives on. Theodor Grieg, Mar- 
garete Fries, Egon Jordan, and 


|Toni Bukovics are also meritorious, 


Maass 








ee 


Alliga 


6 





DELIVERY SERVICE 
1 MANHATTAN 
PL 3.0478 


1052 FIRST AVENUE 
at S7th Street 
MEW YORK 22 


MAIL OROERS 
Dept. A 


The 
NEW ERA TAYLOK-MADE 
ELECTRIC 


HAIREMOVER 


Scientificaity curved to soothe rather than mar 
the skin. . . precision ground of highest grade 
stirgical steel, tempered for long life and self- 
sharpening. Quickly, easily cleaned, it Te 
quires no adjusting. Durable case enclosed in 
a fine leather pouch makes the New Era 
faylor-Made Electric Haliremover a pth 
possession 


$7.95 Post Prepaid 


em ed for the Smart 
Send cheek os money order to 


NEW ERA ENTERPRISES, Inc. 


i Park Place, Dept. V, N. ¥. 7, N. ¥- 


——————— 
SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 5 
1623 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 46, © 
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Room, bath and shower. Telephore. From $3 
slugle and $3.50 double 
Resof’s 
HOTEL ROSOFF Restaura 
147 W. 43rd §t. ck 








(at B'way), BR. 98-5400 
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Courts, Books and Raids 
Darision of the U. S. Supreme 
Court tossing overboard Monday 


_ 499) a 64-year-old New York state 


panning the sale of lurid 
laWies of “bloodshed, lust and 
crime” is seen directly affecting 
the situation in Philadelphia, 
where police recently raided stores 
and seized about 2,000 “obscene 
pooks. The Court itself noted that 
its ruling invalidates similar laws 
in Connecticut, Illinois, Iowa, Kan- 
gas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minne- 
sota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Penn- 
syivania, Washington and Wiscon- 
sin. 
The Justices voted 6-3 on the 
, which involved the arrest and 
$100 fine of Murray Winters in 
New York City in 1943 on the 
charge of selling and having 
possession of copies of a mag called 
“Headquarters Detective, True 
Cases from the Police Blotter.” 
John S. Sumner, executive-secre- 
tary of the Society to Maintain 
Public Decency (until recently 
called the N. Y. Society for the 
Suppression of Vice) is also fig- 
ured likely to be affected by the 
Court’s decision, as he has been 
active for years in bringing arrests 
and seizure-raids involving ‘“ob- 
scene” books and stage shows. In 
the case of Winters, the Supreme 
Court declared the 1884 law was 
too vague and “that an honest dis- 
tributor of publications” might not 
know “when he might be held to 
have ignored such a prohibition.” 
In the recent Philly book-seiz- 
ures, the police were reluctant to 
reveal even the titles of the of- 
fending books, and refused to iden- 
tify the exact individuals or or- 
ganizations whose complaints had 
eaused the raids. Houghton, Miff- 
lin, publisher of “Raintree 
County,” one of the titles confis- 
cated, has brought injunction pro- 
ceedings in the Philly courts, with 
the active support of the Ameri- 
can. Booksellers Assn., the Ameri- 
can Book Publishers’ Council, in- 
dividual publishers and local book- 
stores. Pending the local court’s 
decision next Monday (5) on the 
injunction, Philly authorities have 
agreed not to conduct any more 
Fairs. 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, Authors 
League of America president, sent 
the following wire to Mayor Ber- 


_mard Samuel, of Philadelphia: 


“In the name of all American 
writers whom we represent, and all 
the American readers whom they 
serve, we respectfully ask you to 
do something—and to do it with 
all possible urgency—about the 
grotesque antics performed by so 
Many zealous Philadelphia police- 
so many bewildered Phila- 
.delphia bookshops. You must 
surely know by now that the law 
has time and again decided against 

ep and indiscriminate 
s. 

“We can well understand Inspec- 
tor Ellis’ hope of minimum pub- 
licity for those who promoted this 
silliness and who now fear becom- 
ing a historical laughing stock. We 
ask you to understand in turn that 
their action is a demonstration of 
all that is most stupid and out- 
rageous in American censorship 
misadventures, and that the sooner 
Such medieval tactics are relin- 
quished the better for all normal 
people.” 
ie was learned that, besides the 
hook ge best-seller, other 
2 $ taken in the Philly raids in- 

uded James T. Farrell’s “Studs 

gan” and “Young Studs Loni- 
— William Faulkner’s “Sanctu- 
Coded, “Wild Palms,” Erskine 
bs fo $s “Tobacco Road” and 
8 »d’s Little Aere,” Thorne 
pe Passionate Witch,” Har- 

E ao tag Love a 
- an er Willi , 

End As a Man* iNingham’s 


Holiday’s 350G Ad Revenue 

tenth) issue of Holiday, 50c. travel 
amo yY, will contain largest 
“ unt of advertising in mag's 
ener old history, with 375 ad 
em aS against 369 editorial 
snag Ad columns (close to 100 
co of advertising) will repre- 
vey approximately $348,867 in 
. enue, as against $278,400 for 
aor April issue. June, it’s re- 
- ed, will go higher. Mag, which 
i on in March, 46, is now above 
Seaeae” Publ euation, with the 
hold Mess - me Co. trying to 

ew ad rates 

effect with the Fi Bh goon cent 
With $3,925 for a black-and-white 


page, and $2,040 for a half-page; 
$4,765 for a two-color page; $5,760 
for a four-color page, and $7,450 
for a back cover. 

May °48 issue will be 174 pages 
(May °47 issue holds record with 
182 pages), and will be the Paris 
package issue. Articles on Heart 
of Paris, Montmartre, Left Bank, 
Folies Bergere, ete., were written 
by Ruth McKenney, Julian and 
Anne Green, Joseph Wechsberg, 
Robert Sage, Ludwig Bemelmans 
and others. Mag also will contain 
pieces on Mt. Vernon by Henry F. 
and Katherine Pringle; the circus, 
by Bill Ballantine; Banana Planta- 
tion, by David Dodge; 
housing by George Nelson, etc. 





Luce’s New-Style L. A. Daily 


New type of daily in the Los 
Angeles newspaper field is pro- 
jected by Henry Luce, head of 
Time, Life and Fortune, with 
James Parton as editor. It’s un- 
derstood more than $250,000 has 
been spent in the purchase of five 
neighborhood throwaways, with 
their newsprint allotments as basis 
for the new publication. Plan is to 
print a front page of national and 
foreign news, with an inside stuffer 
containing local happenings for 
each of the neighborhoods. 

Understood Parton has _ been 
working on the deal since he left 
the Luce publications’ Hollywood 
bureau about two months ago. First 
edition is expected in late autumn. 





Harrisburg Telegraph Folds 


Suspension of the 117-year-old 
Harrisburg Telegraph, Harrisburg, 
Pa., and sale of its name to the 
Harrisburg Evening News, effec- 
tive March 27, has been announced 
by Albert H. Stackpole, publisher. 

Stackpole pointed out that post- 
war economic factors have grown 
increasingly burdensome, with the 
result “a systaining operation is 
difficult if not impossible.” 

News features and comics ap- 
pearing in the Telegraph will be 
transferred to the Evening News 
and its morning edition, the Pa- 
triot. Stackpole has been retained 
by Edwin F. Russell, publisher of 
the Evening News and Patriot, as 
executive editor. 








Philly in Price Hike 


Philadelphia newspapers took a 
price hike over the weekend. The 
Inquirer (morning) and the Bul- 
letin (evening) jumped from three 
to five cents for the daily edition 
and from 12 to 15 cents for Sun- 
day. The Daily News (evening 
tabloid) also went from two cents 
to five. 

All three papers blamed the in- 
crease on upped production costs. 


Time’s Record Earnings 
Time, Inc., publishers of Time, 
Life, Fortune and Architectural 
Forum, hit an all-time mag earn- 
ing record in 1947 with a gross of 





824. Gross represented a gain of 
$24,449,049 over 1946 totals and 
was compared to the $45,000,000 
gross in 1941. Earnings come to 
$7.73 per common share. 
Circulation figures for the com- 
pany’s four publications were 
given at 1,587,000 for Time, com- 
pared to 856,000 in 1941; 5,369,000 
for Life, a 63° imcrease over 
1941; a 55% increase over 1941’s 
figure for Fortune and a 60% in- 
crease for Architectural Forum. 


Paul Denis’ Show Biz Book 


“Your Career in Show Business,” 
by Paul Denis (Dutton; $3) is an 
authoritative book written by the 
radio editor of the N. Y. Post, 
whose background in all kinds of 
show biz writing amply qualifies 
him. 

Denis was on the Vaudeville 
News, associate editor of the 
N. Y. Star, and in the same ca- 
pacity for 12 years on Billboard; 
also covered niteries, vaudeville 
and drama, assisting columnist 
Earl Wilson on the Post before he 
got his own radio column on the 
same sheet. This gives him a load 
of know-how and know-about all 
branches of the show biz, and 
Denis proves it in this book. 

He covers. every field a tyro 
needs to know and much stuff that 
professionals should know. An- 
nouncing, acting, singing, design- 
ing, producing, bandleading, di- 
recting, agenting, managing, danc- 
ing, radio, television, films, rec- 
ords, music, night clubs, legit 
theatre, vaudeville, script writing, 
orchestras, costuming, lighting, 
publicity, advertising, trade and 








vacation | 


$120,404,217 and a net of $7,432,-; 








critical writing—he covers all 
these and does it well. 

Book includes a dozen illustra- 
tions of some tep showfolk and a 
foreword by Abel Green, editor of 
Variety. Latter in itself covers 
more than some books do about 
the show biz. The book is a swell 
$3 worth for the amateur or ihe 
professional. Denis may not be} 
able to tell you how to act, but in 
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By Frank Scully 


Bedside Manor, Hollywood, March 21. 
The Academy Awards delighted Mormor. She listened to returns 
while seated by the fireside of Bedside Manor and knitting a red sock. 
this book he tells you how to put | N° for Moscow Joe, nor even Cardinal Spellman. It was for me. 


your hand on the doorknob of Lest new readers cut in by asking what new author am I trying to 
show business, and if the door is introduce, let me explain that “Mor” is Norwegian for Mama, and 
opened how to stick your foot in, so “Mormor” simply means Mama’s Mama. This is to distinguish her 
so they can’t close it on you. ‘from Father’s Mother who would be called “Farmor.” You can see 
Joe Laurie, Jr. | from this that it’s a good deal less confusing than the way grandparents 

| are tossed around in the Anglo-Saxophone race. 


It seemed to Mormor’s 79-year-old Seandinavian ears that the show 
at the Shrine auditorium was practically a personal triumph, for 
Language,” by H. L. Mencken! didn’t Celeste Holm win an Oscar for the best supporting role by 
(Knopf; $7.50), is the third and! an actress? And wasn’t Celeste Mormor’s sister-in-law’s cousin’s 
final volume of the series, cover- daughter? Moreover, didn’t they dine together at Bedside Manor only 
ing American spelling and pro- two weeks before this great triumph of Cousin Celeste? 
nunciation, slang and argot, etc.) Mormor explained to me that while this might seem confusing in 
as carefully collected and edited | English it was very clear in Norwegian because the Norwegian tongue 
by the sage of Baltimore since his' is not as impoverished as ours. For instance, when we refer to a 
first such book in 1936. Supplement | cousin we have to make it clear by further explanations that it is a 
I appeared two years ago and Sup-| female or a male cousin, and the same goes for friends. But the 
plement II is an entirely independ-| Norwegians call a cousin like Celeste “‘kusine,” but if Harold Stassen, 
ent work and very worthwhile,| for instance, were the cousin, he’d be referred to as “fetter.” 
whether accompanied by the first! The whole spectacle at the Shrine seemed to her to be as familiar 
two books or not. 'as pattern kniting. For there was Jean Hersholt, president of the 

Again, Mencken kudoses Variety | Academy, and after 40 years in America still talking an English with 
for originating and propagating so a Scandinavian accent that would have been terrific in “I Remember 
many contributions to the Ameri-| Mama.” There, too, was Rosalind Russell, and wasn’t she married 
can language. Citing cross-indexed | to Freddie Brisson, the son of Carl and Cleo Pedersen of Copenhagen? 
sources from this paper, by page No Seat For Mormor 
number and issue, and embracing a It seemed to Mormor that it was only yesterday on a previous 
wide assortment of wordage,| visit she made from Oslo to Hollywood that Jean Hersholt carried 
Mencken credits this paper with| her third grandchild over the threshold of Bedside Manor, and here 
pix, curbhopper, Zilch, jazz-band, he was now the big man of the evening before 6,000 people. 
flesh, flack, cow-wady, a large | But was it before 6,000? She had heard one man say over the 
number of hepcat terms, pratfall | radio that there were 500 empty seats. She had read the day before in 
(Ted Pratt’s piece in Varmry, Nov.' DauLy Variety that all but 65 tickets had been sold up to that time 
29, 1944), Joe Laurie, Jr.’s “Lefty’s and that a sellout was certain. With the 6,200 seats jammed at $3.60 
Notebook” for others, crix, shobiz, to $12 the Academy was expected to exceed a gate of $87,000. So 
shifting verbs nouns into verbs, a; when she heard there were 500 seats which were going begging she 
whole string of backstage terms looked at me and wondered why she had ever believed me when she 
(from ad curtain to strike, mean- hinted that it might be nice to see the Academy Awards, only to be 
ing dismantling a set), ete. 'told by me that there wasn’t a chante, that the show was a sellout, 
| One quote from Mencken’s new-:I had further explained that I’m always honored in Hollywood by 
jest: “The stage, in its various’) being passed up for things whose success are not in doubt. “Besides,” 
forms, shares with the newspapers I told her, “you couldn’t knit at the Shrine.” 
and the radio the burden of dis-;| When Mormor heard a scene from “The Farmer’s Daughter’ pro- 
|Seminating neologisms in the Re- | jected over the air she asked me what kind of dialect was that? I 
| public, and its chief organ, Vaniery, told her it was Swedish. She stopped her knitting, looked at me, 
|has probably set afloat more of! smiled, listened more atentively and shook her head. 
| them than any other single agency” “Well,” I said, “It’s a sort of Minnesota Swedish. You remember 
|. -. The N. Y. Daily News has gone | Edgar Bergen in ‘I Remember Mama?’ Well, he says that Charlie 
,a little beyond nite, alright, foto,! MeCarthy, his dummy, can talk even a better Swedish dialect because 
|fotog and fotographer in all of | it comes from further down the throat.” 
|which the influence of Variety | This satisfied Mormor enough to go on with her knitting. I told 
seems to be quite palpable . . ./ her more of the story of “The Farmer’s Daughter.” 
meanwhile Vawery and its imi-| “It was called ‘Katie for Congress’.” 

_tators continue to generate and dis-| “Oh, so they changed that title too, like ‘I Remember Mama’?” 
arpa a large number of sim-| “Yes, they changed the title, Mormor, because Dore Schary, who 
aye spellings of their own, e.g., | produced it for RKO, thought there were more farmers’ daughters 
bb (laugh), ayem (A.M.), nabe (an| than there were congresswomen and certainly more stories about 
os tae of neighborhood eX- | farmers’ daughters than there were daughters.” 

ps4 0 neighborhood movie), “Is Loretta Young Swedish?” Mormor wanted to know. 














Mencken's ‘Variety’ Plugs 
“Supplement II: The American 








whodunit (a mystery story or had t i 
folm), burlesk and vodvil ... ” pertere npn  Caclien booms Type 
Abel. “Why didn’t they get Ingrid Bergman to play it?” Mormor suggested. 
CHATTER “She’s Swedish. I just heard her talk with Jean Hersholt on the radio. 


She doesn’t have to affect a Swedish accent.” 

I had to explain to Mormor that Ingrid Bergman would not have 
been considered the type to play a Swedish farmer’s daughter in 
Minnesota, that acting is a matter of simulating all the colors on a 
Scotch plaid over the span of a year as proof of versatility, that playing 
Ingrid Bergman, Jean Hersholt, Celeste Holm, Viveca Lindfors, Signe 
Hasso, Sigrid Gurie and Edgar Bergen in “I Remember Mama” would 
require no acting at all, though it might be a lot of fun for those who 
are not interested in acting, but in entertainment. 

At this point Mormor hushed me up because she wanted to hear 
more of the details of the Academy Awards as they were coming over 
our solid mahogany radio, one which fascinates Mormor because it looks _ 
like a sewing table until you turn on the switch when, magically, 
through a mahogany veneer, appears the dial. 

“Oh dear,” she said, “I missed what that man said about ‘The 
Farmer’s Daughter’.” 

“Well, whatever he said,” 1 explained, “it was a delightful story 
about a farmer’s daughter. who leaves for the city to take up nurse’s 
training, gets bilked out of her hard-earned_money and is forced to 
become a maid in a family where political power is passed from 
father to son without any interlopers such as were hinted at in ‘State 
Of the Union.’ The basic politics, however, were as dirty in one as the 
other, only in the case of the farmer’s daughter she not only cleans 
it up but gets elected to congress. And if you share my faith in 
democracy you'll agree it’s more important to get a good congress 
than a good president, because democracy rots at the bottom long 
before it can be sold out at the top.” 

Mormor thought that was a nice speech, but she still wanted to 
learn more about the girl who had defeated Freddie Brisson’s wife 
with what Philip K. Scheuer of The L. A. Times said “was a smile 
and a Swedish accent.” As you can see from Mormor’s dissenting 
opinion Miss Young’s accent wasn’t very Swedish, nor for that matter 
very English, but it was pleasant. ‘ 

But her greatest pride was reserved for Cousin Celeste. This is 
a broad term and likely to include about everybody south of Narvik. 
When little Alice Scully, Mormor’s daughter, for instance, returned 
to Norway a year ago for her first visit in 17 years she had to pick 
up dropped stitches involving 35 first cousins. Even renewing acquaint- 
ances with old friends to that number would just about take up all 
of a three-month vacation, but when you realize that relatives are 
only the beginning you can see how tightly-knit those 3,000,000 Vikings 
are. 


Buck Herzog, Milwaukee Senti- 
nel’s drama editor, paying his an- 
nual visit to Hollywood. 

Paul Kamey, Metro publicist, has 
sold an article on the Hamble- 
tonian to Blue Book mag. 

Richard English named to repre- 
sent the Screen Writers Guild on 
the Authors’ League Bulletin. 

Exclusive interview with George 
Bernard Shaw, written by Jean 
Dalrymple, to feature first issue of 
newly reorganized Theatre Arts 
mag. 

Edwin Schallert, L. A. Times 
columnist, will cover the Holly- 
wood beat for the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune, replacing Thorton Dele- 
hanty. 


Metro homeoffice publicity di- 
rector Herb Crooker hit Pic maga- 
zine for the sixth time in the mag’s 
April issue. New piece is titled 
“Ice Water Sailors.” 

Simon and Schuster will publish 
a new low-priced editién of “Mr. 
Blandings Builds His Dream 
House” to coincide with the re- 
lease of the picture. 

Richard Simon (Simon & Schu- 
ster) sailed to-Europe last week to 
study sheet fed gravure processes 
in London, Amsterdam and Paris. 
He expects to be away about six 
weeks. 


David .Stern, 3d, just back from 
the Coast, where he adapted his 
“Francis” book for the screen, is 
working on more adventures of 
the talking mule, to be titled 
“Francis Goes to Washington.” 

“Knife and Fork in New York,” 
a guide to New York cafes and | 
nightclubs authored by Lawton 


No Pace Like Holm’s 

When Mormor arrived in New York alone, one of the first persons 
to contact her was Cousin Celeste and one of the first plays Cousin 
. n | Celeste invited her to was “Oklahoma!” Mormor hasn’t seen it yet, 
Mackall, former “Round the Town” | there being apparently even more relatives in America than there 
editor of Esquire, will shortly come are in Norway, but she has seen Celeste and now that Cousin Celeste 
off the presses of Robert McBride | js the proud possessor of a gold statue Mormor feels that she can 
Co. ‘return to Norway and assure all her cousins that Theodore Holm’s 

Hollywood writer-director Claude | little girl is even a bigger success, in Hollywood than Sonja Henie. 
Binyon, ex-VARIETY mugg, heard he | And everything looks fine for the future, because Celeste is not only 
is mentioned in the new H. L. | married to Schuyler Dunning, an official of the American Airlines, 
Mencken book, “Supplement II: but they have a one-year-old boy named Danny. 
The American Language,” and ob-| Well, that’s Mormor’s rosy view, but, remember what happened to 
serves “that for the first time in | Katina Paxinou, it is this mugg’s hope that everybody will not act so 
my life I’m buying a book to look | delighted that nobody will think of offering Celeste such a menial 
up an asterisk.” ‘thing as a job in pictures. After all, she’s a cousin of mine too, now. 

~ ° 











abrenti iia tings: 


Baer Rt ate tetes 





Retieeens 


Spi et iat inane oe Fg 


; 
5 
, 
t 


ne eS 


Sat eee 





62 CHATTER 





VARIETY 





Wednesday, March 31, 1943 








Broadway 


Rube Rabinovitch out ahead of 
the touring “High Button Shoes.” 

Sol Jacobson to handle Ballet 
Society publicity at City Center 
week of April 26. 

Eddie Elkort, of MCA cafe dept., 
recuperating at Polyclinic hospital 
after an operation. 

Andrew S. Crichton, son of Col- 
ier editor Kyle Crichton, to wed 
lizabeth Greene in June. 

Henry G,. Mulle commissioned to 
execute the costumes of the road 
edition of “High Button Shoes.” 

Building priorities stalling com- 
letion of the Ted Husings’ new 

Gramercy Park manse until fall. 

Harry Goldstein, Brandts’ g.m., 
better after a week’s siege with 
flu that kept him away from of- 
fice. 

Nat C. Goldstone, agent-pro- 


(26) by plane but returned to La 
Guardia field when one of the four 
engines failed. They left on an- 
other plane. 

Allan Jones off to Britain last 
week accompanied by his wife, 
Irene Hervey. He’s slated for a 
four-week stand at the London Ca- 
sino and is mulling a film appear- 
ance in England. 

Howard Bay will design the 
settings and Irene Sharaff will do 
the costumes for “Magdelena,” 
new operetta being readied for 
Coast premiere before coming to 
Broadway in the fall. 

NBC’s Norman Blackburn, from 
Hollywood, has Jack (ex-RKO) 
Goldstein’s N. Y. apartment while | 
the latter is getting set in the| 
agency business on the Coast,- in 
association with Walter Kane. 


Nitery comic Georgie Price 





ducer of “Casbah” (Universal) in | 
town: also U-I producer Chester | 
Erskine. 

Film Exchange Employees 
Unions, Local B-51, holding first 
annual dance May 23 at the Henry 
Hudson hotel. : 

Al Cohan, radio contact in Uni- 
versal’s flackery, is stepping out 
Friday (2) and into WJZ on pro- 
motion work. 

Bert Lytell was the Circus 
Saints and Sinners target last 
Thursday at the Waldorf in “For- 
ever Hamber.” 

C. Lawton Campbell, board 
chairman of the American Nation- 
al Theatre & Academy, back from 
West Indies stay. 

Eugen Sharin flew to London 
Monday (29) to arrange production 
here of Steven Vas’ play, “Chil- 
dren of Vienna.” 

Gian-Carlo Menotti planed to 
Coast Sunday (28) -for Metro di- 
rector-writer contract huddles, re- 
turning tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Harry M. Warner, currently in | 
N. Y. for WB board meetings, etc., 
is getting his stable set for the 
Kentucky Derby in early May. 

Ben Kalmenson, Warner Bros. 
vice-prexy over sales, returned to 
N. Y. Monday (29) after a week- 
long confab with studio execs. 

Bill Danziger, who was specially 
engaged by Paramount to super- 
vise exploitation of “Uncon- 
quered,” has concluded the assign- 
ment. 

Peter Levathes, 20th-Fox shorts 
sales manager, and 20th radio di- 
rector Irving Kahn, flew to Europe 
Friday (26) for a two-weeks’ va- 
cation. 

Paul Hollister, RKO publicity 
chief, back from Coast over week- 
end. He stopped off in Arizona on 
way to N. Y. for preem of “Fort 
Apache.” 

Actréss-singer Jean Bartel back 
from South American engagement, 
and then to the Coast to visit her 


| (Hotel 
‘funds for his television-for-crip- 


tossing special Sunday brunch 
benefit April 18 at the Glass Hat 
Belmont-Plaza) to raise 


pled-children’s-hospitals project. 
Dan Shapiro and Milton Pascal, 
who wrote some of the songs for 
“Follow the Girls,” are doing the 
script for the “Can You Top This?” 
film shorts, which Carl L. Timin is 
producing for Columbia release. 


Cecil Beaton sailed Saturday 
(27) on the Queen Elizabeth to 
huddle with Sir Alexander Korda 
on the decor of the latter’s forth- 
coming film, “Around the World in 
80 Days,” which Orson Welles will 
direct. 

Richard Armstrong, representing 
the Minneapolis Civic Theatre, in 
town to book stars for two weeks 
of shows at the Lyceum there dur- | 
ing May. One bill may be “The 
Old Maid,” with Miriam Hopkins 
and Lillian Gish. 


Lou Suritz, having given up the 
Majestic Records & Radio agency 
in N. Y., starts commuting to Al- 
lentown, Pa., where the Horlacher 
Brewery is situated. He’s the new 
veepee in charge of sales and ad- 





vertising for the outfit. 


Carmina Cansino, 17-year-old 
member of the dancing Cansino 
family, and Rita Hayworth’s first 
cousin, signed to a dancing role in | 
the forthcoming Broadway revival | 
of “Sally,” being produced by | 
Hunt Stromberg, Jr., and William | 
Berney. 


Jed Harris back from the Coast, 
where he talked to Jane Wyatt 
about taking over the femme lead 
in “The Heiress,” if Wendy Hiller 
goes through with her decision to 
quit the show May 31. There’s 
also a possibility of Pamela Brown 
being imported from London to 
take over the role. ‘ 
Miriam Goldina, Broadway 
actress who operated the Torch 
strawhat at Darien, Conn., last 





folks. She’s the former “Miss 
America.” . 

Composer and radio _scripte 
John Jefferson Rox engaged to 
marry comedienne Alice Pearce in 
the fall. He was formerly an RKO 
scenarist. 


Allen Schnebbe’s wife in Poly- 
clinic hospital with splintered an- 


~kle which required surgery. He’s 


"manager of the Lyceum (“Born 


Yesterday”). ‘ ' 
Sarah Newmeyer resigned as 
ublicity chief of the Museum of 
odern Art to write a book. Betty 
Chamberlain, present Museum 
staffer, succeeds. 
Mrs. Judith Sater, who served as 


Norwegian technical consultant on 
“I Remember Mama,” sailed for a 
visit to Norway last week aboard 


the Stavangerfjord. 


Hank Senber to do Dallas al 
fresco operetta season p.a. chores 
this summer, with John L. Toohey 
taking over “Me and Molly” in 


Karl Bernstein’s office. 


Mrs. Jack L. Warner sailed to 
Europe last week to visit her 
daughter, Barbara, who’s studying |’ 
in Switzerland. Both are due to 


return within six weeks. 


Marcel Pagnol may visit the 
U. S. some time this summer ac- 
cording to Leon Siritzky, theatre 
op and foreign film distrib, who 


sailed for France last week. 

Mrs. George (KB) Brown in 
town with daughter Peggy (Mrs. 
Bruce Kenny) following the mar- 
riage in Chi of her son. Brown is 
head of Par studio publicity. 


John Garfield gave a fishhouse 
punch party for the company Sat- 
urday night (27): backstage at the 
Playhouse, after the closing per- 
“Skipper Next to 


formance of 
God.” 


Hal Horne becomes one of the 
youngest. show biz grandfathers 
when his daughter Laurel (Mrs. 


Paul Allen) becomes ‘a mother 
shortly. The Allens reside in 
Bevhills. 


Actors Danny Kaye and Richard 
Conte off to Hollywood on Friday 


season, will be director of acting 
this summer at Bryn Mawr. (Pa.) 


| revue, 





college. Fred Thon, who heads 
the college drama school, engaged 
her through the American Na- 
tional Theatre and Academy. 


Mi . 
By Larry Solloway 


Copsey and Ayres joined Clover 
Club show. 


Roy Sedley into Mother Kelly’s 
tomorrow (1). 


Abbott and Costello set to ap- 
pear at Variety Tent’s convention 
here in mid-April. 

Billy Rose and Eleanor Holm 
ended vacash at Boca Raton and 
headed back to N. Y. 


Juanita Juarez, Zarco and Beryl 
and De La Roche dancers comprise 
bill at new Havana-Madrid. 

Sammy Kaye heading toward 
Texas on band route, after play- 
ing several dates while vacashing 
here. 

Arne Sultan, panto - recording 
comic, held over at Bill Jordan’s 
Bar of Music until late April. He’s 
been at the spot all winter. 

Guy Lombardo, bandleader who 
attempted to break Gar Wood’s 
speedboat records on local Indian 
Creek course; will return for an- 
‘other try in June. 

Arthur Godfrey and the missus 
at the Kenilworth hotel for rest, 
with the gabber commuting north 
via air for his weekly? broadcasts. 
Flew here in own plane. 

Barry Gray begins regular com- 
mentators stint on WKAT (MBS) 
here on Sunday (4), at 7:15 p.m. 
Does not affect his nightly disk- 
jock stint from the Copa Lounge. 

Tony Martin nixed holdover at 
Beachcomber and will rest until 
Thursday (1), then head north. 
Ned Schuyler, operator of spot, 
tossed big shindig on his closing 
(Sunday-28), with Harry Richman, 
Jimmy Ritz and Sophie Tucker 








Londen 


Rita Cave off to Paris for a few 
days’ talent scouting. 

“Burlesque” transfers to Gar- 
rick April 3, replacing “The Gor- 
bals Story.” 


Frankie Howard, comedian on 
BBC’s “Variety Bandbox” show, to 
star in a vaude show produced by 
Jack Payne. 

Gerald Cooper, actor - musician 
who was director of the tiny Torch 
theatre in Knightsbridge, London, 
left around $646,000, 

“Royal Circle,” starring Ralph 
Richardson and Meriel Forbes, set 
to replace “You Never Can Tell” 
at Wyndham’s April 19. 

Adrienne Allen returning to the 
London stage when Peter Daubeny 
presents “Point to Point,” a new 
comedy by Geoffrey Bevan. 

Val Parnell, managing director 
of Moss Empires, sails for New 
York on the Queen Mary March 
31 to gander legit and vaude 
shows. 

Elspeth March (Mrs. Stewart 
Granger) plays Naomi in “Ruth,” 
second short biblical film being 
made by J. Arthur Rank Organiza- 
tion at Elstree. 

Albert Lieven to fly to New 
York for a vacation April 12 follow- 
ing completion of his role in the 
Two Cities production, “Sleeping 
Car to Venice.” 

David Wise replaced Andrew 
Cooper as director of the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra. He oc- 
cupied similar post with the Liver- 
pool Philharmonic Orchestra from 
1942-47. 

Ian Dalrymple’s next production 
for Wessex Films is “Once a Jolly 
Swagman,” adapted from novel by 
Montagu Slater. Stars Renee Ash- 
erson, Dirk Bogarde and Bonar 


| Colleano. 


Sir Alexander Korda is to film 
Walter Greenwood’s play, “The 
Cure for Love,” with Robert 
Donat, who starred in play in 1945, 
to play his original part as well as 
direct the film. 

Athene Seyler reviving Arthur 
Wing Pinero’s “Dandy Dick,” at the 
Lyric, Hammersmith for the Easter 
season with Denys Blakelock, Owen 
Reynolds, Joan Young and Eric 
Messiter in leading roles. 

Leigh Stafford, despite being 
director of two West End theatres, 
cannot find a house for his latest 
starring Jessie Matthews 
and Tommy Fields (Gracie Fields’ 
brother). Revue, “Maid to Meas- 
ure,” toured the sticks for some 
time and then had to be aban- 
doned, with Stafford recalling cast, 
telling them he has secured King’s 
theatre, Hammersmith, London 
suburban house, to open April 7. 


Mexico City 

By D. L. Grahame 
Sales last year of Mexican 
branch of Encyclopaedia Britan- 
nica totaled $300,000 (U.S.). 
Pic actress Raquel Rojas (Janet 
Reisenfelth is honorary prexy of 
American colony’s Wallace for 
President club. 

Mexico has approved an inter- 
national treaty banning import- 
export of racy mags, hitherto a 
considerable trade. 

Pic trade’s own bank, the Banco 

Nacional Cinematografico, made 
loans, credits and discounts total- 
ing $2,690,772 (U.S.) this year up 
to Feb. 29. 
Radio in Mexico is now directed 
for the Ministry of Communica- 
tions and Public Works by Miguel 
Pereya, radio engineer, who was 
appointed radio chief by President 
Aleman. 

Cinema construction continues 
apace here and in Vera Cruz state 
where a chain is completing a 
cinema each in the principal cities 
of the port of Vera Cruz, Jalapa, 


the state capital, Orizaba and 
Cordoba. 








Caracas, Venezuela 


By Dennis Landry 


Avila theatre now a firstrun 
house for showing of U. S. films 
with Spanish titles. 

Miguel Salvador Isava named 
manager of local office of ‘Star 
Films, distributors. 

After a long and bitter debate 
the Venezuelan Congress voted 
not to broadcast its sessions. 

“Loves of Lucrecia Borgia” 
yanked from Apolo and El Pinar 
after a strong campaign against the 
picture by the Catholic press. 

Rae Scott’s all-girl band, first 
femme group to play this city, 
completed a three-month run at 
the new El Nacional roof-garden. 

New theatres are to be built in 
the Carabobo and Chacao districts 





joining in the farewell. 


shortly, and a newsreel theatre in 


center of city. Latter will be the 
first in Venezuela. 

Bolivar films announced signing 
contract to film the doings of the 
Interamerican conference at Bo- 
gota for the record. Government 
will pay $30,000 (Colombian) for 
the job. ; 

Dramatization of “Dona Bar- 
bara” is being readied by the cul- 
tural division of the Ministry of 
Public Works. Novel was written 
by Romulo Gallegos, president of 
Venezuela. ” 





Chicago 
Eddie Golden in from. Holly- 
wood for confabs with Nat Nathen- 
son. 
Tony Martin will do two-week 
engagement at Oriental starting 
April 14. 
Irving Berlin checked with his 
local office head, Freddie Kramer, 
during stay in Chi. 
Joe Glaser, head of Associated 
Booking, making Chi his head- 
quarters this week. 
Joe E. Lewis, returning from 


stayed over here for visits with 
friends. 

Bud Abbott and Lou Costello 
arrived over weekend to help pub- 
licity campaign on latest film, 
“Across the Country.” 

Berle Adams, former veepee of 
Mercury Records, and Louis Jor- 
dan’s personal manager, here for 
Kay Starr’s opening at the College 
Inn of the Hotel Sherman. 





Minneapolis 


Florida to his home on Coast,? 





Hollywood 


John Ford in from Mexi 
co 
Valli applied for American cyt 
zenship papers. c 
Philip Dorn leaves in 
vacation in Holland. July for a 
June Haver divorced immy 
me in Santa Monica. . 
onte Hale to Oklahom 
sonal appearance tour, ee 
e ver left for Baltimore 
to join Hildegarde on tour. 
Smiley Burnette booked for a 
at ee towns, 
aker opens a new 
unit in Chicago next week. — 
Edwin Knopf checked in at 
Metro after a visit to London, 
Robert Ryan to lecture at the 
Dartmouth School of Screenwrit- 
ing. 
Darryl oe to Sun Valley to 
oversee the lensing of “Th 4 
derful Urge.” 7 
Louis B. Mayer and George J 
sel to San Francisco fo vee 
Club dinner. * Oo Ee 
Ray Bolger checked in at Ww 
ners for Jack Donohu ‘in 
“Silver Lining.” ice: 
Ronald Colman goes to England 
in May for the London 
ee Life.” gree. 
yd Charisse dancing again f, 
the first time since her co > 
jury last summer. 
Col. Noval Bandhy, India ZOv- 


ernment rep, study film tech. 
nique at Warners. 
Mich Kirby, Sonja  Henie’s 


skating partner, taking out his 
citizenship papers. 
Nat Blumberg and J. Cheever 
Cowdin in town for Universal-In- 
ternational huddles. 





By Les Rees 


Russ Morgan into Prom Ball- | 
room for one-nighter. | 
Minneapolis Symphony orch in 
season’s final concert. 
Minneapolis Civic Theatre offer- 
ing “Ladies in Retirement.” 
Kenny Adams, Universal sales- 
man, back after minor operation. 
Ben Friedman, indie circuit 
owner, and missus in Palm Springs, 
Calif. 
Eddie Ruben, indie circuit 
owner, and wife, vacationing in 
Honolulu. 
Melvin Arvin Trio and Gypsy 
Edwards in 65th week at Music 
Box nitery, a local long-run record. 
Eddie Garr topping Hotel Nicol- 
let Minnesota Terrace show with 
Dewey Sisters and Cecil Golley 
orch. 
Earl Perkins, Warners salesman, 
still hobbling as result of fractured 
ankle and ribs, but resuming 
duties. 
Northwest Variety club netted 
about $3,000 for charity fund from 
Minneapolis Lakers-Flint profes- 
sional league benefit basketball 


Washington 


Nelson Eddy will concert here 
April 5. 

Gene Autry brings his show 
here, April 10-11. 

Ed Kirby, ex-Army radio chief, 
to Nashville, Tenn. to take over 
his new WMAK. 

John F. Hardesty adds title of 
publicity director to his job as 
sales promotion chief for WOL- 
Mutual, 

“State of Union” will be press- 
preemed at Loew’s Capitol April 7, 
under aegis of White House co 
spondents. : 


By Joseph W. Walker 

Clicquot’s cafe show headed by 
Sheila Ryan and Jack Griffith. 

Babettes, top-flight nightclub 
here, reopened Saturday night (27) 
with Benny Morris band. 

Vaughn Monroe band top attrac- 
tion at Steel Pier for first show of 
season. Vaude was headed by 
Georgia Gibbs. 

Lauritz Melchior here last Sun- 
day night (28) in Convention Hall 
ballroom with symphony orch con- 
ducted by Ezra Rachlin. 


Montreal 


By Marc Thibeault 

Benny Fields at Normandie 
Roof, 

El Morocco nitery again features 
line of Wally Wanger Girls. 

Broadway recruit Martha Wright 
lauded for work at Samovar. 

Zanzibar cafe reported for sale 
after less than a year of operation. 

Back from Hollywood, Henri Le- 
tondal stars in Quartier Latin’s 
new show. 

“Blossom Time” back at His 
Majesty’s this week after a few 














Henry Hathaway reported in 
good shape after surgery at Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, Minn. 

Tim Holt resuming his rodeo 

tour in Oklahoma and Texas be- 
fore returning to RKO for two pic- 
tures. 
Spencer Tracy goes to England 
next month to see the stage per- 
formance of “Edward, My Son,” 
his next Metro screen assignment, 
Leading filmites will meet 


Beverly Hills hotel tomorrow 
( Thurs. ) to launch $2,500,000 
drive for Disabled American 


Veterans Service Committee. 





Paris 
Betty Box, of Rank organization, 
in Paris. 
Carmen Amaya to play the 
Champs Elysees theatre. 
Comedie Francaise prepping a 
London tour in June, also Brus- 
sels, Holland and Denmark. 
Douglas H. Schneider, director 
of U. S. Information Service, lee- 
turing on “Sources of Public 
Opinion in U. S.” with help of 
documentary shorts. 

Tentman Joseph Bouglione ar- 
rested in Versailles on order of a 
south of France judge, charged 
with false usage of electrical cur- 
rent while in Villefranche du 
Rouergue. 


Conseil d’Etat, highest French 
court, turning down appeal of 
comedians Jean Herve, Berthe 
Bovy and Marie Ventura against 
Comedie Francaise for compelling 
them to retire after 20 years serv- 
ice, which is statutory. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Maxie Rosenbloom at Hunting 


and Fishing Club for run. 
Willie Shore follows Jackie Miles 





| into the Carousel on April 5. 


First of “Carousel’s” two weeks 
at Nixon will be via subscription. 

Bert Saunders, old-time burley 
comic, ailing in St. John’s hospital. 

Organist Jean Allen into Magee 
hospital to undergo major surgery. 

Mrs. Dave Shanahan, wife of 
Nixon theatre treasurer, okay after 
an operation. 

Don Reid into Club Copa for 
second week of Joe Mooney Quar- 
tet’s engagement. 

Fred Burleigh has picked Ruth 
Gordon’s “Years Ago” for his April 
show at Playhouse. 

Ella Fitzgerald and Mildred 
Bailey set for successive weeks 0 
April at Club Copa. ae. 

Larry (Buster) Crabbe bringing 
his Aqua Parade to The Gardens 
for a run on May l11. 

Wilbert Fitsch, of KDKA orcli, 
named assistant concertmaster of 
Pittsburgh Symphony. 

Harry Rauch here from N. Y. 
for few days to cement press rela- 
tions for Young & Rubicam. 

IKS Curtaineers picked Mare 
Blitzstein’s “The Cradle Will Rock 
for final production of year. 

Florence Sando, femme commen- 
tator for WCAE, cast in Play- 





years’ absence. 


house’s next show, “Years Ago.” 
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CHARLES K. STERN 
Charles K. Stern, assistant treas- 
r of Loew’s Inc., died after a 
attack March 26 in his home 
at 90 Riverside Drive, New York. 
ugh not in the best of health 
recently, he had been active and 
he was at his office as usual the 
day before his death. In excellent 
spirits upon arising, he was strick- 
en at breakfast and died immedi- 
ately. He was in the late 70's. 
Born in Baltimore, he was asso- 
ciated in his youth with his father 


- .jn the latter’s mercantile business. 


Hie entered the motion picture in- 
dustry many years ago when he 
joined Alco Films. Later, he helped 
to organize Metro Picture Corp. in 
association with Richard A. Row- 
land, William Atkinson and Ed- 
ward M, Saunders. He was treas- 
yrer of that company until its mer- 
ger with Loew’s, Jan. 1, 1920, when 
he became assistant treasurer of 
the new company. He continued in 
this position through the subse- 
quent merger in 1924, of Loew- 
Metro with the Goldwyn Co. and 
the Louis B. Mayer interests to 
form Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, the 
producing and distributing unit of 
Low's. 

Surviving besides his wife Helen, 
ar. two sisters, Mrs. Rose Eckstein 
and Mrs. Ella Winternitz, both of 
New York City. 


WARREN HYMER 

Warren Hymer, 42, former film 
actor, died March 25 in Los Ange- 
jes General Hospital after a long 
jliness. Starting his film career in 
1930 in “Up the River,” he played 
a number of soft-hearted gangster 
roles until his retirement several 


ears ago. ° 
7 porn in New York, Hymer made 


‘of Death,” 








eral radio stations, died Mareh 30 
in Phoenix, Ariz., where he main- 
tained his winter home. 

Details in Radio section. 





MRS. REINA BELASCO GEST 


Mrs. Reina Belasco Gest, widow 
of Morris Gest, and daughter of 
David Belasco, died at her home 
in New York, March 23. 

Through association with her 
father and husband, both legit pro- 
ducers, Mrs. Gest was familiar 
with all phases of show business 
and its people. Although chiefly 
interested in the business end of 
the theatre, she had occasionally 
turned her hand to playwriting, 
mostly one-acters. Probably best 
known among these was “Sentence 
which toured the 
vaudeville circuits some years ago. 

Her father and husband are said 
to have consulted her frequently 
on plays, and she maintained a 
library of thousands of plays that 
had often consulted by film and 
theatrical producers. 

At her father’s death, in 1931, 
Mrs. Gest inherited in trust the 
Belasco theatre, N. Y., and $500,- 
000 in Government bonds. She 
retained ownership of the theatre 
until its sales in 1935 for $350,000. 
Her husband died in 1942. 

VICTOR TRERICE 

Victor Trerice, 40, former con- 
cert pianist, was found dead March 
24 in his Greenwich Village, N. Y., 
studio. Although gas was flowing 
from all jets of a small stove, po- 
lice listed death as “suspicious” 
when body revealed bruises, pre- 
sumably the result of a beating. 
However, the medical examiner’s 
report after an autopsy listed as- 
phyxiation as cause of death. 





his stage debut in “Crime,” a play 
written by his father, John B. 
Hymer. His prominent motion pic- 
tures included “Little Miss Mark- 


er.” “Born Reckless,” “Up the 
River,” “Goldie” and “Meet John 
De2.” 

He was in the “Fox Movietone 
Follies of 1929,” “The Girl from 
Havana,” “Men Without Women,” 
“Charlie Chan Carries On,” “The 
Spider” and “The Unholy Garden.” 
Hymer was making $1,000 
in Hollywood in 1935 he 
principal in a 


78 
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pital, Philadelphia, after a long ill- 
ness. Starting in show business as 
an usher in the Missouri theatre, 
St. Louis, at the age of 14, Schles- 
er moved up through each level 
of theatre operation until five 
years later, when he was named 

pub-ad director of the theatre. 
ter Warner Bros. took over 
uras operations in St. Louis 


in 1928, he remained there as book- | 


be and buyer. Shortly after, he 
as made | city zone manager in 

pn delphia. In 1937, he was made 
pe of Joseph Bernhard’s assist- 
nts in the WB homeoffice. Until 

assistesment in the Navy, he was 
di eo — — with 
nsibility of the top 

erner Showcases in New York. In 
Sheton’ Schlesinger headed the 
Sfraphic unit of the Bureau 


hed he was made prexy -of 
Which Service Corp., a subsidiary 
eessions. the theatres’ con- 
lis wife, the former Rose | 
& ’ e, 
iss America” of 1936, poe ig ae: 





BURRIDGE D. BUTLER 


Burridge Dp Butl 
_D. er, 80, news- 
Per publisher and owner of sev- 


id 


Nevertheless, police are still work- 
ing on a theory that he might have 
been attacked, and while uncon- 
scious the assailant may have 
turned on the gas to cover up his 
crime. 

In recent years he had taught 
piano at his studio during the week 
and had spent his weekends with 
his wife in Poughkeepsie. 





JOHN JOSEPH CURRY 
John Joseph Curry, 47, veteran 
film salesman, died March 29 of a 
heart attack in Los Angeles. He 


-|had been with Paramount sales 


forces for the past 31 years with 
his last assignment in the Los 
Angeles exchange. : 

Ironically, Curry was leading 
all Paramount salesmen in the cur- 
rent cleanup sales contest being 
run by the company when he sud- 
denly collapsed. Contest is to end 
April 4 and Curry’s score will un- 
doubtedly win the first prize. He 
a ae ee ee 
Jan. 3. 





CHARLES FARRiNGTON 


Charles Farrington, 70, vaude, 
performer, died March 25 in New 
Orleans. Born in Liverpool, Eng- 
land, he made his stage debut 53 
years ago under the name of the 
“Jolly Englishman.” He had pre- 
viously been associated with the 
Montague Robot Minstrels. a 
troupe famous in Great Britain. 

After traveling with the Barnum- 
Bailey Circus a number of years he 
retired, and had been living in 
New Orleans. He leaves his wife, 
three sons, and a daughter. 


MARK A. SCHAFER 
Mark D. Schafer, 68, Cumber- 
land, Ind., vaudeville actor and 
singer the last 30 years, died March 
24 in Methodist hospital, Indian- 
apolis. He traveled with his own 
show troupe, known as the Ezra 

Buzzington Rustic Revelers. 
His wife, a son, two daughters, 
mother, brother and sister survive. 


‘ 








EBEN KER 
Eben Kerr, 50, Warner music 
recorder, died in Hollywood, March 
26. He had been at Burbank for 
six years after 15 years with Para- 
mount. 





MAURICE LORRE 
Maurice Lorre, 59, head of the | 





band and orchestra division of Ed- 


. 


ward B. Marks Music Cerp., died in 
New York, March 23. He-had been 
ill only a short time. 

A violinist-conductor, Lorre had 
been in the music business 35 
years, most of it spent in theatre 
pits of RKO and Loew houses 
around N. Y. Survived by widow, 
mother, sister, son and daughter. 


CHARLES G. MILLER 


Charles G. Miller, 68; manager 
of the Cincinnati Zoo from 1917 to 





on J. Arthur Rank’s “Blue Lagoon” | 


behind her in the Fiji Islands, she 
sailed for Britain Saturday (27). 


| Upen her arrival there production 


of interior scenes will be started 
on the pic at the Pinewood studio. 
Windup of “Lagoon” will find Miss 
Simmons cast in “Adam and Eve” 
opposite Stewart Granger. 








1933, died March 21 at his home in 
West Chester, O., from a stroke. 
Cincinnati’s summer opera, now in 
its 27th season, was started at the 
Zoo under Miller’s guidance. 

Survived by his. wife, two sons 
and two grandchildren. 





LEO A. BERNSTEIN 


Leo A. Bernstein, 59, owner of 
the Tip Top Gardens, Springfield, 


| Ill, and operator of the State and 


Southtown theatres in the same 
town in association with the Fris- 
ina Amus. Co., died March 15 in 
that city. 


MILTON BROWN 

Milton Brown, 52, head of 
Metro’s still, photographic lab, died 
im Hollywood, Mgrch 29. He joined 
the old Metro company in 1920 as 
a cutter and assistant director. 
Later he became.a cameraman and 
publicist. 


Mother, 75, of Fulton Lewis, Jr., 
radio commentator, died in Wash- 
ington, D. C., March 24. She was 
the widow of Fulton Lewis, promi- 
nent D. C. attorney. Amother son 
and daughter survive her. 








Mether, 70, of Mrs. Alice Gor- 
ham, ad-publicity exec of Fox- 
Michigan theatre, died in Detroit, 
March 27. She leaves three sons 
and another daughter. 


H. C. Pryer, 69, died in San An- 
tonio' on March 21. He was asso- 
ciated with his nephew, Dick 
Jones, owner of the Kit Kat night 
club there. 








Father of Dick Robertson, band- 
leader-singer, died in West Milford, 
N. J., March 28. He was William 
Robertson, over 70. 





Mother, 67, of Oscar Serlin, 
legit producer, died in Chicago, 
March 25. 





Fred Harris, 60, former head of 
Paramount’s location department, 
died March 21 in Hollywood. 
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| Rank’s Goal 
Continued from page 6 ae 


able to Hollywood's lavish musicals. 
However, seven or eight of pix to 
be delivered this year will be in 
Technicolor. Rank expressed high 
hopes for such forthcoming re- 
leases as “Oliver Twist,” “Blue 

»” “Christopher Columbus,” 
. ,”’ “Seott of the Antarctic” 
and a two-hour Technicolor exclu- 
sive on the Olympics. ‘Man of Two 
Worlds” and “London Town” will 
not be shown in the U. S., “because 
they’re not suitable for the Ameri- 
can market,” he stated. 

“We can make the same class of 
picture you make for less money 
because labor and materials are 
cheaper,” he said, adding “you 
make them quicker because of 
teamwork, but we are moving to- 
wards that goal, too.” Just how 
much cheaper they can be made 
was expressed by Universal-Inter- 
national prexy Nate Blumberg, who 
attended the interview. He said it 
was one-third less, as evidenced by + 
comparative salaries of camera op- 
erators. The crew man earning 
$100 weekly here gets only $40 in 
England. 

Rank said the only actual deals 

he has made so far for U. S. stars 
are with Bing Crosby and Fredric 
March. One deal he definitely won’t 
sanction, however, he declared, is 
for “Great Expectations” star Jean 
Simmons to play in Cecil B. De- 
Mille’s “Samson and _ Delilah,” 
which the aetress recently said 
she’d like to make. Rank wouldn’t 
elaborate on this point. 
In addition to Rank and Blum- 
berg, attendees at conference were 
Bill Goetz, production chief for 
Universal; Arthur Krim, prez of 
Eagle Lion; Bryan Foy, EL produc- 
tion topper; Walter Wanger, who 
has a deal pending with EL; Robert 
S. Benjamin, prez of the Rank Or- 
ganization in the U. S., and Robert 
Purcell, aide to Robert R. Young. 

















Simmons For ‘Samson’ 





Cecil B. DeMille, Paramount 
producer, wants Jean Simmons, 
British actress, for the siren stint 


| 





Radio Split 


Centinued from page 1 








where more and more coin previ- 
ously earmarked for radio is being 
siphoned_into tele shows and where 
| program patterns are being evolved 
to permit for adaptability of new 
shows for simultaneous audio and 
visual broadcasting. And on the 
basis of the initial efforts made, 
|such as NBC’s televising of the 
| Firestone show, to duplicate radio 
shows on television, it’s recognized 








What’s the Pay? 


With duplication of standard 
broadcasting shows on tele- 
vision already under way, 
question puzzling the trade is 
what kind of deal is in effect 
for musicians, in view of the 
fact that James C. Petrillo 
and the webs have yet to 
establish rates. 

In the case of NBC picking 
up Arturo Toscanini and the 
NBC Symphony Orchestra, 
which is heard sustaining on 
the network, it’s reported the 
men agreed to a cuffo per- 
formance. In the case of the 
Monday night sponsored Fire- 
stone show, the musicians 
have agreed to video duplica- 
tion on a “retroactive basis,” 
collecting their chips when a 
deal is consummated. That'll 
be the pattern for all commer- 
cial pickups during the interim 
period. 








that the time has already come to 
formulate new techniques that may 
change the whole structure of ra- 
dio programming as talent and 
formats evolve a “middle ground” 
for their application to video. 
New Origination Pattern? 
There’s talk that, in the wake of 
James C. Petrillo’s “everything’s- 
just-dandy” insofar as musicians on 
video are concerned, a new pattern 
for radio program originations may 
be established in coming months, 
with more and more musical shows 
coming out of New York rather 


made for their “doubling” into 
tele. 

That the Petrillo-network agree- 
ment provided the desired impetus 
for duplication of radio programs 
on television has been discernible 
from scratch. Despite the admitted 
shortcomings of the Firestone 
sight-and-sound show, nevertheless 
a flock of other sponsors are al- 
ready talking deals with NBC. 
Cities Service wants to duplicate 
its “Highways in Melody” on TV; 
so does the Telephone Hour bank- 
roller. And Chesterfield wants a 
simultaneous pickup of its cross- 
the-board “Supper Club” show. As 
soon as the webs and the American 
Federation of Musicians agree on 
the new “Tuxedo Rates” for the 
musickers, it’s anticipated these 
and others will hop into tele, figur- 


than Hollywood, as negotiations are | 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. David Wayne, son, 
New York, Mareh 23. Father is 
‘in cast of “Mr. Roberts,” at Alvin, 


¥; 

' Mr. and Mrs. Karl Malden, 
‘daughter, New York, March 23. 
| Father is in “A Streetcar Named 
'Desire,” at the Barrymore, N. Y. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Al Katz, son, Pitts 
burgh, March 22. Father manages 
Squirrel Hill theatre for WB. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred  Serrao, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, March 23. 
Father manages Circle theatre in 
New Kensington. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joe Cook, Jr., son, 
Hollywood, March 24. Mother is a 
nitery singer, father a freelance 
| actor. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Ed Gardner, son, 
Santa Moniea, March 25. Father 
is the radio comedian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Seymour Borde, 
| son, Chicago, March 22. He’s RKO 
| sales manager in Chicago. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Dale Morgan, 
daughter, Des Moines, March 21, 
Father is program director of 
KCBC, Des Moines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Hawk, 
daughter, London, March - 19, 
Father is an actor; mother is the 
former Tudi Kroeck, ballet dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Overman, 
daughter, Hollywood, March 16. 
Father is a film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Brae 
shear, daughter, Salt Lake City, 
March 21. Father is day news edi- 
tor of KDYL in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Weisman, 
daughter, New York, March 23. 
Father is a Metro publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Daye Cantor, 
daughter, Hpllywood, March 28, 
Father is RKO west coast explo 
tation staffer. 


MARRIAGES 


Irene Cowan to Charles Kerns, 
Jr., Pittsburgh, March 19. Both 
are with WJAS. 

Delores Semonsky to Tim Har- 
rigan, Pittsburgh, March 20, 
Bride’s in “Annie Get Your Gun.” 

Marie DeGornio to Al’ Aldrich, 
Pittsburgh, March 20. He’s a nitery 
entertainer. 

Jo Johnston to Joel Freeman, 
Hollywood, March 28. Both are 
assistant film directors. 

Jane New to Tommy Dorsey, At- 
lanta, March 27. Bride is a singer- 
dancer; he’s the orchestra leader 
and disk jockey. 

Helen Hiett to Theodore Waller, 
Pekin, Ill., March 28. Bride, a for- 
mer NBC war correspondent and 
commentator, is an author and fo 
rum director of the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune. 

Patricia Page to Nikolas Nabo- 
|kov, Harrison, N. Y., March 21, 
Groom is a composer. 

Elizabeth Valentine Strauss to 
Jacques Davidson, New York, 
March 25. Groom, a CBS short- 
wave announcer, is a son of sculp- 
tor Jo Davidson. 

Muriel Bienstock to Selig J. 
Seligman, Brooklyn, N. Y., March 
28. Bride is daughter of Nate 
Bienstock, financial adviser to 
radio and literati; he’s a Para- 
mount Pictures exec. . 

Mrs. Margaret Potter Owen to 
Dr. Robert H. Stevens, Baltimore, 
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March 26. Bride is widow of Scott ~ 


H. Bowen and owner of radio sta- 
tions WIBX and WIBX-FM in 
Utica, N. Y. 

Myrtle Barlow to W. J. Cammer, 
Dallas, March 28. He’s Screen 
Guild branch Manager in that city. 

Marie Antoinette Ellington to 
Nat (King) Cole, New York, 





ing they can master the necessary 
program techniques while there’s a 
limited cireulation of sets. 

It’s also revealed that the Ford 
Motor Co. has ambitious tele plans 
to supplement its radio splurge. 
One of television’s heaviest bank- 
rollers, with its nearly $1,000,000 


March 28. She’s former vocalist 
with Duke Ellington orch, but not 
related to the maestro; he’s head 
and producer of King Cole Trio. 

Marion De Leon to Jack Parker, 
New York, March 29. She’s one 
of De Leon Sisters, dancers; he’s 
a juggler. 





budget earmarked for baseball 
pickups on the “Ford Video Net- 
work” around the country, the Ford | 
outfit is now contemplating moving | 
in with a top-priced musical show 
and may be the first among the na- 
tion’s heavy radio-TV bankrollers 
to go in for bigtime musical video 
production. 


N. C. Symph Drama 


Raleigh, March 30. 


The Univ. of North Carolina 
Press is making plans to publish in 
June a symphonic drama, “Shout 
Freedom,” which LeGette Blythe, 
Charlotte newspaperman, is writ- 
ing to commemorate Mecklenburg’s 
independence from Great Britain. 
The pageant, which will depict 
the early struggles for freedom in ' 
western North Carolina, including | 











‘the old Mecklenburg area, will be) 


given an outdoor production in, 
Charlotte, beginning in -May. 






Tele Legiters 


mm Comtinued frem page 1 


would use top Broadway directors. 

The proposal calls for $1,500 per 
telecast to be turned over to the 
Actors Fund. 

Bert Lytell has been named to 
supervise the telecasts, salary to 
be determined by him and the 
agency. It’s probable he will ap- 
pear in some of the shows. Min- 
imum salary to actors is to be $250 
weekly, inclusive of rehearsals, pay 
to be raised if the talent unions’ 
joint television committee estab- 
lishes a higher figure. Lytell is 
former president of Equity. 

No sponsor has officially been 
set yet. It would be one of the 
most costly tele programs to date. 

Agreement between Equity and 
MCA extends for one year. 
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ERNEST ANDERSON presents WOV's 
FRED ROBBINS’ ONE NITE STAND 


Command Return Performance! 


APRIL {7 
11:30 P. M. 


a 
sue 
ALL 
Tickets Now on Sale at 
Box Office $1.20, $2.40, $3, $3.60 
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Booked to Appear at 
ACADEMY OF MUSIC, PHILADELPHIA (APRIL 9) 
SYMPHONY HALL, BOSTON (APRIL 11) 


Thanks ta: 


Fred Robbins for all he’s done. 


Bobby Tucker, Jr., for his grand accompaniment on the piano. 
Official Souvenir Program by Arthur Klar Program Publishing Co. 


Exelusive Management: E D F j S H M A N 
8734 SUNSET BOULEVARD, HOLLYWOOD 46, CAL. | 


Phone: CRestview 5-7250 





























